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CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY 
THE BODY & BLOOD OF JESUS 

JUNE 14, 2020 



STEWARDSHIP 
 

With public Masses cancelled, please continue to 
support the parish. We need your support as the 

operations continue on a daily basis. In addition, we 
want to continue to pay our loyal staff. Please  

mail-in your contributions. Online giving is also 
available at,  

https://stpioofpietrelcinaeh.com/  and click on the GIVE 
button. 

 

Thank you to the many of you who have been so  
generous and responsive in these difficult times, so 

far we have received $5,641.00 

Welcome… You enter these doors...not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. God is your heavenly Father. Come, then with joy in your heart and thanks on your 
lips into God’s presence, offering God your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built these churches of 
worship and to all who have beautified them and hallowed them with their prayers, praise and financial sacrifices. Ask God’s blessing on those who love these 
places of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. May that blessing rest on you, both on your going out and coming in. 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
SATURDAY, June 13 - Vigil - Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
4:00pm        OLOP  + Stephen Kuczirka 
         by Family 
4:30pm        SVDP  + Ralph DelSanto 
         by Sister-in-Law, Catherine 
SUNDAY, June 14 - Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
8:00am        OLOP  + Fannie Torrello 
         by Arlene Van Der Maelen 
9:00am        SVDP  + Angelo & Rae DeAngelis 
         by Daughter & Family 
10:00am      OLOP  + Martin DeFelice, Jr. & III 
         by Giovanna Lavorgna & Family 
11:00am      SVDP  + Alfred Petrelli & Michael Ferraro 
         by Family 
11:45am      OLOP  + Giannelli Family 
         by The Sagnella’s 
MONDAY, June 15 -  Weekday 
8:00am        OLOP  + Honor of St. Anthony 
         by Barbara Mule 
8:00am        SVDP  + George & Millie Iacobellis  
         & Dec’d. Mem. Of Iacobellis & Salzano Families 
         by Joann MacCatherine & Ed & Bella Giza 
TUESDAY, June 16 - Weekday 
8:00am        OLOP  + Michael Mazzone 
         by Porto Funeral Home 
8:00am        SVDP  + Fred Colloso 
         by Children & Grandchildren 
WEDNESDAY, June 17 - Weekday 
8:00am        OLOP  + Deacon Rudy Raffone 
8:00am        SVDP  + Paul Mennone 
         by Porto Funeral Home 
THURSDAY, June 18 - Weekday 
8:00am       OLOP   + Filomena Lavorgna 
         by Lavorgna Family 
8:00am       SVDP   + Barbara Misbach 
         by Clancy-Palumbo Funeral Home 
SATURDAY, June 20 - Vigil - Immaculate Heart of the Blessed   
                  Virgin Mary 
4:00pm        OLOP  + Living & Deceased Fathers of St. Pio 
4:30pm        SVDP  + Living & Deceased Fathers of St. Pio 
SUNDAY, June 21 - 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00am        OLOP  + Living & Deceased Fathers of St. Pio 
9:00am        SVDP  + Living & Deceased Fathers of St. Pio 
10:00am      OLOP  + Living & Deceased Fathers of St. Pio 
11:00am      SVDP  + Living & Deceased Fathers of St. Pio 
11:45am      OLOP  + Living & Deceased Fathers of St. Pio 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 
  19-20 [12]/1 Cor 10:16-17/Jn 6:51-58   
Monday: 1 Kgs 21:1-16/Ps 5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 6b-7 
  [2b]/Mt 5:38-42 
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 21:17-29/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 11 
  and 16 [cf. 3a]/Mt 5:43-48 
Wednesday: 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14/Ps 31:20, 21, 24 [25]/
  Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Sir 48:1-14/Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7 [12a]/
  Mt 6:7-15 
Friday: Dt 7:6-11/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 10 
  [cf. 17]/1 Jn 4:7-16/Mt 11:25-30 
Saturday: 2 Chr 24:17-25/Ps 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 
  8abcd [cf. 1]/Lk 2:41-51 

 
St. Pio of Pietrelcina Parish 

Address: 355 Foxon Road, East Haven, CT 06513 
Phone Number: (203) 469-0764 

 
Office Hours: 

Foxon Road: Mon-Fri 8:00-12:00 & 1:00-3:00 
Taylor Avenue: Mon. & Fri. 10:00-2:00 

 
E-Mail: stpioofpietrelcina@gmail.com 

Live-Stream Mass 
Monday-Thursday at 8:00 AM 
Saturday at 4:00 PM 
Sunday at 8:00 AM & 11:45AM 
 
To watch the live stream go to,  
https://www.stpioofpietrelcinaeh.com, then click on Online 
Mass and click on StreamSpot. 



Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

Fr. Murasso’s Message Board 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena 
25th Anniversary 

9-Day Novena 

POSTPONED 

          The 9-day novena to Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help will take place for 9 days  
beginning Saturday, September 12 @ 10:00am. 
This first of 9-days will begin on the Feast of the 
Holy Name of Mary and conclude on Sunday, 
September 20, immediately following the 11:45 
Mass. This will include a procession  
immediately following the conclusion of the  
novena prayers. 
  

The hour-long novena includes:  
 Novena Prayers 
 Benediction  
 Recitation of the Rosary  
 Enrollment in the Brown Scapular. 



 
 
 

The Candles burn this week for these 
special intentions: 

 

Our Lady of Pompeii Candles 
Sanctuary Lamp (Right Side) ~ In Memory of  

Billy Richmond & For All the Souls in Purgatory   
Sanctuary Lamp (Left Side) ~ In Memory of  

the Mauro & Elko Families 
Chapel ~  Salvatore Serio 

Sacred Heart of Jesus ~ Stephen Kuczirka 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Icon ~ Jack Bourgeois 

Our Lady of Pompeii Picture ~  
 

St. Vincent de Paul Candles 
Sanctuary Lamp (Right Side) ~ In Memory of  

the Balzano & Avitable Families 
Sanctuary Lamp (Left Side) - In Memory of  

Ronald Paolillo 
Statue of Our Lady’s Altar ~ George & Millie Iacobellis & 

Dec’d Mem. of Iacobellis & Salzano Families  
by Joann MacCatherine & Ed & Bella Giza 
Nicholas, Raffaele & Peter Bertier by Ann 

Statue of St. Joseph’s Altar  ~ Donald Palumbo, Sr.  
by Family 

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH 
 

Nick Vessicchio, Sally Ann Fallon, Lynette Ely, David T. Boyle,  
Richard Lucibello, Denise Ceesceence, Carmel Ferretti,  Bryan  
Surprenant, Sharon Spadacenta, Marie & Charles Zambrano,  
Marie Sunderland, Helen Langello, Annette Brissette,  Brian Savo,  
Gerry Andrea, John Umlauf, Alan Poirier, Joseph Benson, Connie  
Rasimas, Jane Pyka, Harry Clark, Lou DiNola, Peter Pepe, Vincent  
Perricone, Virginia Klump, Robert Savino, Geraldine Licciardi, Joanne 
Cretella, Joseph Anyzeski, Alice Tietjen-DeSenti, Faith Gibson, Fran 
Sofo, Elizabeth Kuen, Deborah Sanning, Paula Ferrara, Patricia Brasile, 
Joann Mazzucco, Tina Marie Fionia, Elizabeth Nucolo, Joseph Parise, 
Frank DelGrego, Moira  Ferguson, Danielle Joubert, Nelson Eddy,  
Margaret Lendroth, Katherine Hungerford Picciano, Frances Polaski, 
Sharon Filion, Pauline Condon, Rose Marie Monaco,  Paul Spadacenta, 
Anna Izzo,  Angelo DeMatteo, Carmen & Patricia Riccitelli, Patricia 
Aulenti, Michael Pascale, Alyce Richmond, Catherine Leach, Mark 
Schettino,  Patty DiMilo, Rose Rogalski, Elaine Smith, Karen Rescigno, 
Virginia Pisano, Joan Baisley, Deanna Baldassare, Kim Hughes, DJ 
DiVincenzo, Sgt. Anthony Rybaruk, Philip DeMilo & Sally DeMilo, 
Anna Concelmo, Sally Ann Corcoran, Paul Castiglione, Anna Marie 
Nappi, Brian Higney, Rich Tortora, Andrea Palmucci, Fr. Brad Pierce, 
Frances Randi, Denise Bailey, Peg Dmytruk, Mary Mack, Joseph  
Peterson, Judith Robbins, Marion Mahl, Gloria Ranfone, Paula Ruddock, 
Pamela Willis, Laura Luzzi, Jose Maisonet, Anita Della Ventura 
 

Please send prayer requests to stpioofpietrelcina@gmail.com so that our 
parishioners and friends can be remembered in our prayers. 

Midnight Run 
Taylor Avenue Campus 

 
Midnight Run will continue on the 2nd Monday of the month from St. 
Vincent de Paul Church. Anyone wishing to make bag lunches (please 
mark on the bag what type of sandwich it is, ham, bologna, etc.) also, 
water & juice boxes are needed. Please drop off to Sue Stacey,  
between 7:30pm & 7:40pm. The location for the drop-off is the church 
parking lot. Please & Thank-You for continuing donations! For the  
Winter months, we need the following: MEN'S flannels, warm  
clothing, socks, underwear, blankets as well as travel size toiletries. If 
you are interested in joining us at the Men's Shelter that would be  
awesome! Any questions, please call 203-214-1762. Once again thank-
you & God bless! 

 
Midnight Run 

Foxon Road Campus 

 
On the last Monday of each month, we bring 75 bagged lunches to the 

Columbus House Overflow Shelter. 
 

Donations Needed: 
ShopRite Gift Cards or 

Gallon Size Ziploc Bags 
Quart Size Ziploc Bags 
Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Juice Pouches 
Raisin Boxes 

Fruit Cups & Pudding Cups 
Granola Bars 

Individual Packaged Cookies, Crackers or Chips 

 
We are also looking for small amounts or full skeins of yarn, it will be 
used to make hats and scarves for the midnight run. Please leave your 
donations at any entrance of the church. Thank you. 

 
Midnight Run is the LAST Monday of EVERY month from Our Lady 

of Pompeii Church from 6-7 pm.  
 

Thank-you for being so generous! 



From the Pen of Fr. M.  
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy.D. 

 

Feast of Corpus Christi 
The Body & Blood of Jesus 

St. Mark 14:12-16,22-26 

On this eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, the 
Church celebrates the feast of Corpus Christi, the Most  
Precious Body and Blood of Jesus. The purpose of this  
ancient feast serves as a reminder to the faithful of the 
Real Presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.  

The feast is also meant to remind Christians of the 
need to honor and to revere the Eucharistic Presence 
of Jesus in the context of the Sacred Liturgy as well as 
revering his presence in and through creation; in nature 
as well as in our fellow human beings. This feast is 
celebrated annually on the Thursday that follows  
Trinity Sunday. However, in the American Church, the 
feast is moved to the first Sunday after the feast of the 
Holy Trinity.  

 

St. Augustine   
St. Augustine (354-430A.D.) was a holy and  

scholarly priest, theologian and philosopher of the 
Church who played a significant role in the  
development of doctrine in Catholic Theology. In  
addition, Augustine made a great impact on Western 
Christianity and Western Philosophy through his  
writings on the soul and the Holy Trinity. In his  
writings on the Holy Eucharist, Augustine speaks of 
the Real Presence of Jesus in the context of the Mass 
as the “Most Perfect Prayer of the Church.” He goes 
on to say that when Catholics receive the Eucharist, 
they “Become what they consume: Alter Christus 
(Another Christ).” Augustine was proclaimed Doctor 
of the Church in 1298 by Pope Boniface VIII.  

 

Evolution of the Feast of Corpus Christi 
 The events that led up to the actual establishment 

of this feast of Corpus Christ spans well over a century 
and points to one daunting reality that is true even for 
you and for me who live in the twenty-first century: 
God always gets His way even if it takes Him 100 
years to change man’s heart. In other words, God’s 
will always prevail even when at times His will clashes 
with our perceived notions of what we think is best for 
our lives.  

In the end, God’s will always triumphs. The story 
of the institution of the feast of Corpus Christi also 
points to the strong presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
life of the Church and in our individual lives even  
during those unexplainable dark nights of the soul 
when we think that God has abandoned us. God is  
always with us. He resides quietly and patiently as He 
waits for each of us to discover what it is that He may 
be saying.  
 

Juliana of Liege 
The institution of the feast of Corpus Christi  

begins with Juliana of Liege (1192-1258) who at a 
very young age became the handmaid of the Lord in 
the same way that the Blessed Virgin Mary did in  
cooperating with God’s plan. Like Mary, Juliana  
became an instrument through whom God’s healing 
presence was made know to a world that had quite  
forgotten the Divine.  

Juliana was left orphaned at the very young age of 
five, as both her parents died in the plague that was 
running rampant through Belgium at the time. The 
young Juliana was placed in a convent at  
Mont-Cornillion where her inherent love for Jesus and 
the Blessed Mother flourished into an insatiably  
genuine love of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. This love 
for the Eucharist appeared to take hold of her life and 
consequently, fueled what would become a live-long 
quest to establish an official feast in honor of Jesus’ 
Body and Blood.  

 

Juliana’s Dream 
Very early in Juliana’s life, even prior to her  

placement in the convent, the child had experienced a 
recurring dream in which she saw a large white moon. 
However, that which disturbed Juliana about this  
recurring image was its apparent incompleteness. At 
the bottom of the moon was a dark wedge in the shape 
of a small piece of pie.  

Pondering the meaning of this image, Juliana 
sought the counsel of several priests who failed to 
shed light on the child’s quandary. By the age of 15, 
Juliana not only continued to receive the image of the 
incomplete moon in her dreams, in addition, she began 
receiving visions from Jesus who explained the  
meaning of her dream.  



June 14, 2020 

The Lord told Juliana that his heart was heavy with 
sorrow because man had forgotten him. Men and 
women of faith no longer honored him in the  
Eucharist; they no longer received him in the Mass and 
they no longer believed in his presence; a presence to 
be revered and consumed as a source of spiritual  
sustenance for their souls. 

The Lord told Juliana that the moon represented the  
Sacred Host, his Body. The black wedge indicated that 
the Body of Christ, the Church was incomplete  
because it lacked a feast that honored his Body and 
Blood as a means for Christians to receive spiritual 
nourishment and strength for combating the evils in 
the world. He went on to tell Juliana that even many of 
his priests, those consecrated through the sacred Rite 
of Ordination to celebrate the sacred Liturgy doubted 
his Real Presence in the Eucharist.  

 
Robert de Thorete 

In the year 1206, Juliana sought the counsel of the  
Bishop of Liege, Bishop Robert de Thorete and his  
Archdeacon, Jacques Panaleon. She shared her  
reoccurring dream with the two men and the Lord’s 
explanation of the black wedge located in the lower 
half of the moon. Juliana, also shared her visions of the 
Lord and his request fo ra special feast in honor of his 
Sacred Body and Blood.  

The bishop was quite impressed with Juliana and 
her story. Yet, while appearing sympathetic and  
somewhat interested in the young nun’s request, he 
was not entirely convinced that a special feast of this 
nature was something that he should or wanted to  
undertake.  

The Archdeacon, Jacques Panaleon, however, (who  
later would become Pope Urban IV) appeared quite  
interested in the notion of a special feast to honor the 
Body and Blood of Jesus because he too had a special 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament.  

God’s Plan  
That which Bishop Robert de Thorete lacked in  

enthusiasm, the Archdeacon possessed in passion as he  
repeatedly pressed the bishop to call a special meeting 
of cardinals for their input and suggestions with regard 
to the implementation of a new feast that would give 
honor to the Body and Blood of Jesus.  Whether it was 
the constant nagging of the Archdeacon or perhaps  
Divine intervention in the form of a dream, no one  
really knows. However, the bishop decided to call a 
special synod in the year 1246.  

The cardinals gathered and within two days, it was 
unanimous that such a feast should be established to 
raise man’s awareness of the Real Presence of Jesus in 
the Eucharist. Consequently, the bishop decreed that in 
the following year (1247), on the Thursday that  
followed the feast of the Holy Trinity, the feast of  
Corpus Christi would be recognized and celebrated by 
all the faithful in his Diocese of Liege. Unfortunately, 
the bishop never lived long enough to see Juliana’s 
dream and his Decree take fruition.  

Despite the bishop’s death, however, the feast of  
Corpus Christi was celebrated as planned. The annual  
celebration of the feast of Corpus Christi was confined 
to one diocese; thus, it appeared to Juliana that her 
dream and God’s request for a Church-wide  
celebration was a long way off. Several years passed 
and in 1258, Juliana also died. It now appeared that 
with her death, any possibility of a Church-wide  
celebration was shattered. Or was it?  

 
Urban IV 

Although many were saddened by the death of 
Bishop Robert de Thorete, their sadness was  
short-lived with the surprise elevation of the  
Archdeacon Jacques Panaleon to the Papacy who took 
the name, Pope Urban IV. The former Archdeacon 
who years before lent a compassionate ear to the 
young Juliana was now Pope Urban IV. Although,  
Urban was a devout advocate of the implementation of 
the feast of Corpus Christi, the demands of the job  
became a source of distraction; thus, the Good Lord  
needed to take matters into his own hands once again. 

 
Father Peter 

Soon after his elevation to the Papacy, Urban  
journeyed to Orvieto, the summer residence of the 
popes.  The year was 1263, and a young Bohemian 
Priest, Father Peter was on pilgrimage to Rome.  
During his final days at Rome and prior to returning to 
his country, the young priest desired a blessing from 
the Pope, which was the custom.  



However, after paying his respects at the tomb of 
St. Peter and realizing that the Pontiff was at Orvieto, 
the young priest decided to journey to Orvieto. Upon 
his arrival, Father Peter was informed that the Pope 
had taken ill and was unable to greet the priest. Feeling 
a bit discouraged, Father Peter decided to return to his 
country but not, however, before he celebrated Mass. 

 

Miracle at Bolsena  
Father Peter stopped at the Chapel of Santa  

Christina, which is located in the small town of  
Bolsena, outside of Orvieto. The young priest initially 
decided to go on pilgrimage because his faith was 
weak and also, because he struggled with believing 
that Jesus was actually present in the Eucharist.  As the 
young priest began to celebrate the Mass, his struggles 
with his faith as well as his disappointment in not  
seeing the Holy Father consumed him. As he said the 
words of Consecration and broke the Host attempting 
to place a small particle into the consecrated wine, the 
Host began to bleed over the corporal, on the priest’s 
vestment and onto the floor.     

News of this spread quite rapidly as one would  
imagine; thus, reached the ears of the ailing Pontiff. 
Urban immediately confirmed the priest’s testimony as 
a sign from God and immediately, he proclaimed it to 
be a miracle. This was all that the Pontiff needed to get 
him moving. Urban quickly promulgated the Papal 
Bull Transiturus on September 8, 1264, in which he 
ordered the annual feast of Corpus Christi to be  
celebrated Church-wide on the Thursday after Trinity 
Sunday. Unfortunately, however, Urban died before he 
saw the fruits of his labor.    

 

Council of Vienna (1311) 
For years after the death of Urban IV, the feast of  

Corpus Christi continued to be celebrated, yet, not in 
all the dioceses throughout the Church. It was not until 
1311, at the Council of Vienna that Pope Clement V, 
published a new Decree, which reiterated the Decree 
of Urban in the ordering of a Church-wide celebration 
of the Feast of Corpus Christi that honored the Body 
and the Blood of Jesus once and for all times. The 
feast had finally been established, a little more than a 
century after the young Juliana of Liege first shared 
her dreams and her visions with Bishop Robert de 
Thorete and his young Archdeacon, Jacques Panaleon. 

.Cathedral of Orvieto 

The Cathedral at Orvieto, which was  
commissioned by Urban prior to his death is dedicated 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary and was built specifically 
to house the Bloody Corporal and vestments from the 
miracle at Bolsena, which occurred in 1263, at the tiny 
chapel of Santa Christiana in Bolsena. To this day, 
visitors are able to view the blood-stained corporal  
behind glass as well as visit the Chapel of Santa  
Christiana to see the blood-stained floor. As a result of 
extensive investigations and thorough examinations, 
the blood has been confirmed to be human blood, a 
type, however, unfamiliar to any blood type presently 
known.   

 

God’s Plan 
As men and women of faith, we must believe that 

God has a plan for each of us. As we reflect on the 
saints of the past, we clearly see that despite their own 
dark nights of the soul, God used each of them to bring 
about something great for the world and for His 
Church. If this is true throughout the history of  
salvation, what makes us so sure that God has stopped 
communicating to twenty-first century men and  
women of faith in the same way that He communicated 
with hundreds of simple, yet faithful individuals in the 
past? 



In a twenty-first century world gone mad; a world that 
appears to thrive on negative themes instead of discovering 
the unconditional meaning and goodness that life offers to 
each of us, God waits quietly and patiently for faithful  
disciples like Juliana to act on their faith and to strive to 
create a better world.  

In last week’s Gospel on the feast of the Holy Trinity 
(Matthew 28:16-20), Jesus assures his disciples: “Behold, I 
will remain with you always until the end of the 
age” (28:20).  

The question is: “Have we as a people remained with 
God?” It begins with you and with me. It begins with  
recognizing the need that we all have for re-discovering and 
re-cultivating a closer relationship with the Lord by  
venerating his presence not only in the Eucharist but in one 
another. JNM 

SOMETHING TO PONDER 

The Virtue of Gratitude 
Are you a person who is grateful? Do you thank others for 

what they do for you, such as: wait staff in a restaurant, bank  
tellers, cashiers, the young bagger in the supermarket, the nurse 
who takes your pressure and helps you onto the scale, the teacher 
who goes the extra mile in order to assure that you really  
understand?   

Or are you among those who believe that service providers 

have a job to perform for which they receive payment? Are you 
someone who believes that their paycheck is thank-you enough; 

thus, freeing you from any and all obligation to demonstrate  
gratitude and appreciation for what another person has done for 

you? Do you display the nonverbal attitude, which often times 
speaks volumes: “After all it’s their job?”  

Are you one of those individuals who are slow to express 
appreciation for a service rendered, or a compliment given? Yet, 
are quick to criticize and castigate when service falls short of your 
expectations? Are you grateful for what you have? Or, do you 
compare what you have against what others have who in your 
eyes are less deserving? Are you a person who blames hardships, 
missed opportunities and personal losses on someone else? Do 
you even blame God?  

Gratitude: Mother of Virtues 
Gratitude is the greatest among all the other virtues 

because gratitude encompasses all the other virtues. In  
addition, the individual who practices and displays a  
grateful human spirit is probably the individual who by his/
her nature, also demonstrates such virtues as charity,  
generosity, kindness, forgiveness and tolerance.  

In a damaged, broken society such as ours, due to  
excessive fear, mistrust and suspicion, it becomes a  
challenging assignment for busy and anxious individuals to 
consciously demonstrate and to project a sense of gratitude 
in our relationships with others, whether they be  
co-workers, casual acquaintances, friends, or even  
members of our family. At times we are even consciously 
ungrateful to God. 

  
Authentic Happiness 

The demonstration of a grateful human spirit enables 
us to put the crisis of the moment as well as the dilemma of 
the day in proper perspective. The person who is in  
possession of a grateful human spirit is the person who  
becomes sensitive to the minor and at times miniscule  
miracles that present themselves on a daily basis. If we do 
not recognize them each and every day, it is not because 
they are not happening. Rather, it is due to the fact that 
there is a flaw in the way we are living our lives and  
conducting our affairs.  

Being grateful and demonstrating appreciation for life 
and for what we have may help us to accept the unexpected 
twists of fate; those existential curved balls that come our 
way from time to time. Showing appreciation for the  
smallest of miracles that happen all around us on a daily 
basis may result in a greater level of personal acceptance; 
thus, greater tolerance for others 

 Grateful people are less critical of others and more  
accepting of difference. They are also, individuals who 
view life as well as their own short-comings with less  
drama and more passion. They are less inclined to look at 
life through the lens of the glass being half empty, and 
more inclined to see it as being half full. People who are 
grateful for what they have are less inclined to constantly 
think that more is owed to them.  

Are you a grateful person? Do you show your  
appreciation for even the littlest acts of kindness that come 
your way? Or are you too busy to notice? When was the 
last time that you said, “Thank-you,” to another who did 
something or said something that made your existence in 
this world a bit better? Truly, something to ponder! JNM  



  FR. MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 
 

We will get through these difficult 
days BETTER, if we live one moment at 
a time by placing our trust in God and 
raising our voices and our hands in 
prayer to a MERCIFUL and LOVING  
FATHER. 

  FR. MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 

Saint Bernadette Church 
It is with great joy that I announce to you that we 

are moving in the direction of a merger with our sisters 
and brothers of Saint Bernadette Church. 

Our parish of St. Pio of Pietrelcina will now have 
three campuses with three worship sites: Saint  
Bernadette, Saint Vincent de Paul and Our Lady of 
Pompeii. This is exciting! 

I know that you join me in extending a heart-felt 
welcome to all the faith-filled parishioners of Saint 
Bernadette who will add so very much to our Catholic 
community of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina. 

********** ********** ********** 

PROJECTS IN PROGRESS 
Saint Vincent de Paul: 

 The roof over the chapel continues to present 
a problem with water getting behind the walls 
and in the ceiling. We have finally determined 
where the water is coming from and plans are 
underway to repair again, the wall around the 
stain glass window in front of the chapel and the 
ceiling. 
 The center walkway ascending the church has 
become damaged due largely to water that has 
seeped underneath of the concrete along with 
kids with skateboards that use the front stairs 
as a slide. This has resulted in serious cracks in 
the concrete, making this a hazard. In addition, 
the iron rail has become rusted at the point 
where the iron meets the sidewalk. This has  
become aggravated to the point of breaking due 
once again, to the skateboards constantly  
slamming into the iron rail. New concrete will 
be poured along with the reinforcement of the 
rail beginning June 1. During this time the side 
entrance of the church facing the school will be 
open for daily visits. 
 The church kitchen is about to get a  
much-needed refurbishment with more counter 
space, a new floor and paint on the walls. This 
work will begin within the next couple of weeks. 

********** ********** ********** 
Our Lady of Pompeii: 

 Work continues in the church proper with the 
much-needed re-sealing and painting of the 
window frames on the inside and outside. 


