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Welcome… You enter these doors...not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. God is your heavenly Father. Come, then with joy in your heart and thanks on your
lips into God’s presence, offering God your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built these churches of
worship and to all who have beautified them and hallowed them with their prayers, praise and financial sacrifices. Ask God’s blessing on those who love these
places of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. May that blessing rest on you, both on your going out and coming in.

Mass Intentions for the Week
SATURDAY, June 27 - Vigil - 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00pm
OLOP + Angie Brancato
by Daughter, Linda
4:30pm
SVDP + Frances, Robert & Gabriella Fortin
by Family
SUNDAY, June 28 - 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am
OLOP + Ida Riccardi
by Family
9:00am
SVDP + Rocco P. Mariano
by Family
10:00am OLOP + Mary & John Ferraro
by Family
11:00am SVDP + Laura Anderson
11:45am OLOP + Margaret Martone & Lisa Martone Massaro
by Husband & Dad
MONDAY, June 29 - Sts. Peter & Paul
8:00am
OLOP + Mary Dewolf
by Family
8:00am
SVDP + Rose Mesite
TUESDAY, June 30 - First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church
8:00am
OLOP + Sr. Susan Carlin, R.S.M.
8:00am
SVDP + Sr. Paula Koplan, R.S.M.
WEDNESDAY, July 1 - St. Junipero
8:00am
OLOP + Maureen Leary Minnick
by Lisa Leary
8:00am
SVDP + Frank DeMilo
by Andy & Jean
THURSDAY, July 2 - Weekday
8:00am
OLOP + Marie Amendola
by Porto Funeral Home
8:00am
SVDP + Mary Colloso
by Children & Grandchildren
SATURDAY, July 4 - Vigil - 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00pm
OLOP + Anthony Pesce
by Family
4:30pm
SVDP + Adrianna Marie DeNardo
by Florence & Ernie Perno
SUNDAY, July 5 - 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am
OLOP + Jacqueline D’Addio
by D’Addio Family
9:00am
SVDP + Louis Carfora
by Wife & Daughters
10:00am OLOP + Joseph & Ana Horvat
by Granddaughter, Helen Nguyen
11:00am SVDP + Laura Anderson
11:45am OLOP + Frank Conley, Sr.
by Lucille Ready

Live-Stream Mass
Monday-Thursday at 8:00 AM
Saturday at 4:00 PM
Sunday at 8:00 AM & 11:45AM
To watch the live stream go to,
https://www.stpioofpietrelcinaeh.com, then click on Online
Mass and click on StreamSpot.

STEWARDSHIP
With public Masses cancelled, please continue to
support the parish. We need your support as the
operations continue on a daily basis. In addition, we
want to continue to pay our loyal staff. Please
mail-in your contributions. Online giving is also
available at,
https://stpioofpietrelcinaeh.com/ and click on the GIVE
button.

Thank you to the many of you who have been so
generous and responsive in these difficult times, so
far we have received $6,704.00

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Sunday:

2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17,
18-19 [2a]/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:3742
Monday: Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
[5b]/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19
Tuesday: Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8
[9a]/Mt 8:23-27
Wednesday: 5:14-15, 21-24/Ps 50:7, 8-9, 10-11, 1213, 16bc-17 [23b]/Mt 8:28-34
Thursday: Am 7:10-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10cd]/
Mt 9:1-8
Friday:
Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/
Jn 20:24-29
Saturday: Am 9:11-15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,
13-14 [cf. 9b]/Mt 9:14-17

St. Pio of Pietrelcina Parish
Address: 355 Foxon Road, East Haven, CT 06513
Phone Number: (203) 469-0764
Office Hours:
Foxon Road: Mon-Fri 8:00-12:00 & 1:00-3:00
Taylor Avenue: Mon. & Fri. 10:00-2:00
E-Mail: stpioofpietrelcina@gmail.com
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Fr. Murasso’s Message Board
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena
25th Anniversary
9-Day Novena

POSTPONED

The 9-day novena to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help will take place for 9 days
beginning Saturday, September 12 @ 10:00am.
This first of 9-days will begin on the Feast of the
Holy Name of Mary and conclude on Sunday,
September 20, immediately following the 11:45
Mass. This will include a procession
immediately following the conclusion of the
novena prayers.
The hour-long novena includes:
 Novena Prayers
 Benediction
 Recitation of the Rosary
 Enrollment in the Brown Scapular.

On the weekend of July 4 & 5, the Saturday
Vigil and Sunday Masses will resume at their
regular scheduled times in all of our three
churches.
We will continue to maintain the social
distancing guidelines established by the
Governor and the Archbishop. The pews will
continue to be roped off, permitting 25% of the
total capacity of each church. This means that
approximately 100 parishioners for St. Vincent
de Paul and Our Lady of Pompeii and
approximately80 parishioners at St. Bernadette
per Mass.
Our Lady of Pompeii Church will be
streaming all the Masses in the church hall for
the overflow. Consequently, everyone who
chooses to be in attendance should be
accommodated either in the church proper or
the church hall.
FACIAL MASKS ARE REQUIRED TO ENTER
THE CHURCHES FOR MASS.
Parishioners are asked to enter through the
FRONT DOORS ONLY. Individuals may exit
either from the front or side entrances.
As you know, the dispensation given by
Archbishop Blair, which removes the obligation
for
Mass
attendance
remains
in
place
throughout the summer. Therefore, individuals
with health concerns or who experience any
kind of weakness or sickness should remain
home.

*******

******** ********

*******

HOLY HOUR: MONDAY, 8:30 to 9:30

Please consider spending one hour with the
LORD before Blessed Sacrament at either
church Monday morning at OLOP:
8:30 to 9:30.
The Good LORD had blessed our lives in so
many different ways. Our Holy Hours will
provide each with the opportunity to pray for
our personal intentions as well as for both civil
and religious needs. For peace throughout our
country and our world; that violence and hatred
and prejudice will stop and that men and
women begin to extend their hands outward
toward one another in peace and upward in
prayer toward God.

Midnight Run
Taylor Avenue Campus

The Candles burn this week for these
special intentions:
Our Lady of Pompeii Candles
Sanctuary Lamp (Right Side) ~ In Memory of
Billy Richmond & For All the Souls in Purgatory
Sanctuary Lamp (Left Side) ~ In Memory of
the Mauro & Elko Families
Chapel ~
Sacred Heart of Jesus ~
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Icon ~
Our Lady of Pompeii Picture ~
St. Vincent de Paul Candles
Sanctuary Lamp (Right Side) ~ In Memory of
the Balzano & Avitable Families
Sanctuary Lamp (Left Side) - In Memory of
Ronald Paolillo
Statue of Our Lady’s Altar ~ Josephine Spadacenta by
Madelyn & Vincent Camera;
Adrianna Marie DeNardo by Florence & Ernie Perno
Statue of St. Joseph’s Altar ~

Midnight Run will continue on the 2nd Monday of the month from St.
Vincent de Paul Church. Anyone wishing to make bag lunches (please
mark on the bag what type of sandwich it is, ham, bologna, etc.) also,
water & juice boxes are needed. Please drop off to Sue Stacey,
between 7:30pm & 7:40pm. The location for the drop-off is the church
parking lot. Please & Thank-You for continuing donations! For the
Winter months, we need the following: MEN'S flannels, warm
clothing, socks, underwear, blankets as well as travel size toiletries. If
you are interested in joining us at the Men's Shelter that would be
awesome! Any questions, please call 203-214-1762. Once again thankyou & God bless!
Midnight Run
Foxon Road Campus
On the last Monday of each month, we bring 75 bagged lunches to the
Columbus House Overflow Shelter.
Donations Needed:
ShopRite Gift Cards or
Gallon Size Ziploc Bags
Quart Size Ziploc Bags
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Juice Pouches
Raisin Boxes
Fruit Cups & Pudding Cups
Granola Bars
Individual Packaged Cookies, Crackers or Chips
We are also looking for small amounts or full skeins of yarn, it will be
used to make hats and scarves for the midnight run. Please leave your
donations at any entrance of the church. Thank you.
Midnight Run is the LAST Monday of EVERY month from Our Lady
of Pompeii Church from 6-7 pm.
Thank-you for being so generous!

We will get through these difficult
days BETTER, if we live one moment at
a time by placing our trust in God and
raising our voices and our hands in
prayer to a MERCIFUL and LOVING
FATHER.

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH

Nick Vessicchio, Sally Ann Fallon, Lynette Ely, David T. Boyle,
Richard Lucibello, Denise Ceesceence, Carmel Ferretti, Bryan
Surprenant, Sharon Spadacenta, Marie & Charles Zambrano,
Marie Sunderland, Helen Langello, Annette Brissette, Brian Savo,
Gerry Andrea, John Umlauf, Alan Poirier, Joseph Benson, Connie
Rasimas, Jane Pyka, Harry Clark, Lou DiNola, Peter Pepe, Vincent
Perricone, Virginia Klump, Robert Savino, Geraldine Licciardi, Joanne
Cretella, Joseph Anyzeski, Alice Tietjen-DeSenti, Faith Gibson, Fran
Sofo, Elizabeth Kuen, Deborah Sanning, Paula Ferrara, Patricia Brasile,
Joann Mazzucco, Tina Marie Fionia, Elizabeth Nucolo, Joseph Parise,
Frank DelGrego, Moira Ferguson, Danielle Joubert, Nelson Eddy,
Margaret Lendroth, Katherine Hungerford Picciano, Frances Polaski,
Sharon Filion, Pauline Condon, Rose Marie Monaco, Paul Spadacenta,
Anna Izzo, Angelo DeMatteo, Carmen & Patricia Riccitelli, Patricia
Aulenti, Michael Pascale, Alyce Richmond, Catherine Leach, Mark
Schettino, Patty DiMilo, Rose Rogalski, Elaine Smith, Karen Rescigno,
Virginia Pisano, Joan Baisley, Deanna Baldassare, Kim Hughes, DJ
DiVincenzo, Sgt. Anthony Rybaruk, Philip DeMilo & Sally DeMilo,
Anna Concelmo, Sally Ann Corcoran, Paul Castiglione, Anna Marie
Nappi, Brian Higney, Rich Tortora, Andrea Palmucci, Fr. Brad Pierce,
Frances Randi, Denise Bailey, Peg Dmytruk, Mary Mack, Joseph
Peterson, Judith Robbins, Marion Mahl, Gloria Ranfone, Paula Ruddock,
Pamela Willis, Laura Luzzi, Jose Maisonet, Anita Della Ventura, Brian
Wilson, Maureen Redmond
Please send prayer requests to stpioofpietrelcina@gmail.com so that our
parishioners and friends can be remembered in our prayers.

From the Pen of Fr. M.
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy.D.
Saint Peter and Saint Paul
Peter’s Profession of Faith:
“Who Do They Say That I Am?”
Matthew 16:13-20
Last Wednesday, June 24, the Church celebrated
the Nativity of John the Baptist and on this coming
Monday, June 29, the Church celebrated the Feast of
Saints Peter and Paul. John the Baptist as well as Peter
and Paul played very important roles in the ministry of
Jesus.

On this feast of Peter and Paul we listen to St.
Matthew’s account of St. Peter’s famous Confession of
Faith (Mt.16:13-20; Mk. 8:27-30; Lk.9:18-21; Jn.6:6771). I like to refer to Peter’s acknowledgement of Jesus
as Christ, not as a confession but rather, as a
profession. Scripture scholars tell us that when a
particular account in the ministry of Jesus is recorded
by more than one of the evangelists, its authenticity is
reinforced. It is also an indicator that the particular
account was important in the lives of the first
Christians as is the case with Peter’s affirmation of
Jesus as Lord and Christ.
It was very important for the early Church to
understand that the disciples (beginning with Peter to
whom Jesus gave special authority) believed that Jesus
was more than a prophet, but in fact was the
long-awaited-for-Messiah of God. In addition to
Matthew’s account, Peter’s testimony of faith is also
recorded in the gospel accounts of Mark and Luke. St.
John has his own version of Peter’s profession, yet,
unlike Matthew, John does not place the event in the
region of Caesarea Philippi.

Meaning of Peter’s Profession
What is the significance of Peter’s Profession for
the early Church and for twenty-first century men and
women of faith? To answer this question, we must
look back to the days when Jesus lived and ministered.
At the time of Peter’s profession of faith, Jesus had
been with his disciples for some time. They had
witnessed Jesus performing numerous healings;
miracles of all kinds. Jesus had multiplied the loaves
and fishes and had expelled many demons. Jesus
wondered what the rumor mill was churning out about
him.
Both Mark (8:27) and Matthew (16:13) place
Peter’s profession of faith at Caesarea Philippi, while
Luke merely states that “Jesus was praying alone and
his disciples were with him” (9:18). John attaches his
accounting of Peter’s faith response at the conclusion
of his treatment of his “Bread of Life” account (6:6771).
In John, Jesus is challenging his listeners by
indicating that unless they eat his flesh and drink his
blood, they will not have eternal life. This response,
according to John caused the listeners to “grumble
among themselves.” It is at this point when the larger
group of disciples decide to part ways with Jesus that
he then turns to the twelve apostles and asks them if
they too wish to depart from him. It is at this point that
Peter proclaims Jesus as Christos, Messiah.
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You alone have the
words of eternal life; and we have believed and have
come to know that you are the Holy One of
God” (6:67-69).
The Setting
Regardless of the location, that which is important
is that Peter and perhaps the other eleven began to
understand that the man Jesus, he whom they had
grown to love and admire was more than a teacher; he
was the Christ of God, the Messiah. I picture the
twelve disciples along with Jesus settling down for the
night, perhaps, after a long tiring journey. Jesus turns
to his disciples and poses the question: “Who do they
say that I am?” (Matthew 16:13; Mark 8:27; Luke
9:18).
I can visualize a look of astonishment and shock as
they probably shoot quick, yet, deliberate glances at
one another. I also visualize a short-lived silence as
they, like little children speak in chorus; perhaps,
wanting to be the first to be heard; telling Jesus that
according to the rumor mill, it was thought that he
might be John the Baptist come back from the dead or
Elijah or even one of the prophets.
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Only Matthew includes Jeremiah, in addition to
John the Baptist and Elijah. I can also see the disciples
laughing at one another while at the same time looking
at Jesus and hoping for a reaction as they muse about
the thought of Jesus being one of the dead prophets
who had come back to life. Jesus’ many followers,
though impressed with his healing ministry and his
uplifting words did not, however, understand Jesus to
be the promised Christ.

I can also picture Jesus staring at them in
amazement, perhaps, wondering how they could
misunderstand his ministry about which John the
Baptist and the prophets had spoken for so long. Jesus
wanted more, he needed to know more. How did his
disciples feel about him and who did they perceive
Jesus to be? In all three gospel accounts, Jesus does
not respond. Neither does he comment about being
associated with the prophets of old. It is as if Jesus did
not hear them.
Jesus becomes direct. He emphatically puts the
question to his closest friends, his twelve apostles. He
needed to have them verbalize their thoughts and their
feelings as to who they believed him to be. “But [you]
who do you, say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15; Mark
8:29; Luke 9:20).
I can imagine silence coming over the bunch of
them once again; this time a numbing silence. Once
again, the disciples are stunned and speechless as their
moment of truth has finally dawned. Once again,
shooting blank stares at one another and nervously
dropping their eyes to the ground. Perhaps, they feel
guilty, fearing that Jesus might have overheard them
debating about their thoughts concerning his identity
when they thought he didn’t hear.

Breaking this nervous silence, Peter who speaks as
the representative for the others blurts out what in his
heart he had always known: “You are the
Christ” (Christos) meaning, Messiah. It is only in
Matthew’s account that following Peter’s testimony,
Matthew says that Jesus praises Peter, telling him that
it was God who had inspired him to see Jesus for who
he truly was. In addition, only in Matthew does Jesus
give to Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, giving
Peter authority for binding and loosing.
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona! For flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who
is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter (Petros:
rock), and on this rock I will build this
church” (Matthew 16:21-27).

Although Mark is known for secrecy, what
scholars refer to as the Messianic Secret, in all three
gospel accounts, which follow Peter’s profession of
faith, Jesus instructs the disciples not to tell anyone
about what had transpired. Jesus says this because his
disciples had to change their understanding of
messiahship. The Jews believed that when the Messiah
came, he would establish an earthly kingdom with
warriors and armies that would conquer their enemies
and establish a New Jerusalem. Not so with Jesus.
Immediately following Peter’s Confession of Faith,
Jesus begins to describe for his disciples the real
meaning and purpose for which the Messiah, the Son
of Man had come into the world:
“He sternly ordered and commanded them not to
tell anyone, saying, ‘The Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised’” (Luke 9:21-22).
“He began to teach them, that the Son of Man
must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise
after three days” (Mark 8:31).

Peter could not process all that Jesus had disclosed.
He could not get beyond the Jewish belief that the
Messiah would establish a worldly empire and defend
himself against his enemies. Peter thought that he
could protect Jesus, and that Jesus actually needed
protection or wanted it.
Matthew and Mark indicate that Peter began to
rebuke Jesus (8:32). Luke says nothing. Matthew
includes Peter saying to Jesus, “God forbid, Lord! This
shall never happen to you” (16:22). Jesus, now
frustrated by Peter’s lack of vision and insight, says to
Peter, “Get behind me Satan. You are thinking, not as
God does, but as human beings do” (Mark 8:33,
Matthew 16:23).
Both Matthew and Mark describe Jesus saying to
Peter, “Get behind me, you Satan.” Not a very
complementary remark to make to another individual.
This remark indicates just how angry and disappointed
Jesus was with Peter to whom the keys of the Kingdom
of God had just been entrusted and upon whose faith
Jesus was to build his church.
Men and Women of Faith Today
How often do we behave like Peter? We act like
Peter and we think like Peter and we speak like Peter
each time we fail to remember who Jesus is and what
he has done for us. Unless we understand who, Jesus
is for each of us, and the role that we have assigned
him to play in our lives, we too, often think and act
like the secular society in which we live. We too behave like Peter in the absence of any spiritual insight;
insight realized and reckoned with only when we answer the question: Who is Jesus for me?
It is as important for us today, as it was for the early church to understand that Jesus is more than a miracle worker. It was vital that they and we understand
that Jesus is God’s Son, the long awaited-for Messiah
who was spoken about by the prophets, and who was
born into the world to redeem mankind and reopen the
gates of heaven.
Consequently, the same question asked of Peter by
Jesus is also asked of us, every single day: Who am I
for you?
• The answer to this question will determine
how we as Christian men and women live our
lives.
• The answer to this question has an impact
on the types of choices that we make both on
a daily basis and also with regard to the
bigger life choices.
Who is Jesus for you?
The role that we assign to Jesus in our lives shapes
our entire frame of reference, and how we view ourselves and others.

Who is Jesus for you?
Creating a relationship with Christ establishes for each of us
a frame of reference rooted in grace from which we live and think
and act and respond. Without such a frame of reference, we lack
meaning in our lives. Without the discovery of meaning we have
neither real purpose, nor the will or desire to live. JNM
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Virtue of Kindness
A LESSON FROM MOTHER TERESA

“If our poor die of hunger, it is not because God does not
care for them. Rather, it is because neither you nor I are
generous enough. It is because we are not instruments of love in
the hands of God. We do not recognize Jesus when once again
he appears to us in the hungry man, the lonely woman, in the
child who is looking for a place to get warm” (Mother Teresa:
Her Essential Wisdom, p. 24).
“We must cultivate that sacred silence, which makes people
remember the words of Jesus: ‘See how they love one another.’
How often we find ourselves speaking of the faults of another.
How often our conversation is about someone who is not present. Yet, see the compassion of Jesus toward Judas, the man
who received so much love, yet, betrayed his own Master. But
the Master kept the sacred silence and did not betray Judas.
Jesus could have easily spoken in public---as we often
do---telling the hidden intentions and deeds of Judas to others.
But he did not. Instead, he showed mercy and charity. Rather
than condemning Judas, he called him his friend” (Mother
Teresa: Her Essential Wisdom, p. 25).

Gratitude: Mother of Virtues
Gratitude is the greatest among all the other virtues
because gratitude encompasses all the other virtues. In
addition, the individual who practices and displays a
grateful human spirit is probably the individual who by his/
her nature, also demonstrates such virtues as charity,
generosity, kindness, forgiveness and tolerance.
In a damaged, broken society such as ours, due to
excessive fear, mistrust and suspicion, it becomes a
challenging assignment for busy and anxious individuals to
consciously demonstrate and to project a sense of gratitude
in our relationships with others, whether they be
co-workers, casual acquaintances, friends, or even
members of our family. At times we are even consciously
ungrateful to God.

SOMETHING TO

PONDER

The Virtue of Gratitude
Are you a person who is grateful? Do you thank others for
what they do for you, such as: wait staff in a restaurant, bank
tellers, cashiers, the young bagger in the supermarket, the nurse
who takes your pressure and helps you onto the scale, the teacher
who goes the extra mile in order to assure that you really
understand?
Or are you among those who believe that service providers
have a job to perform for which they receive payment? Are you
someone who believes that their paycheck is thank-you enough;
thus, freeing you from any and all obligation to demonstrate
gratitude and appreciation for what another person has done for
you? Do you display the nonverbal attitude, which often times
speaks volumes: “After all it’s their job?”

Are you one of those individuals who are slow to express
appreciation for a service rendered, or a compliment given? Yet,
are quick to criticize and castigate when service falls short of your
expectations? Are you grateful for what you have? Or, do you
compare what you have against what others have who in your
eyes are less deserving? Are you a person who blames hardships,
missed opportunities and personal losses on someone else? Do
you even blame God?

Authentic Happiness
The demonstration of a grateful human spirit enables
us to put the crisis of the moment as well as the dilemma of
the day in proper perspective. The person who is in
possession of a grateful human spirit is the person who
becomes sensitive to the minor and at times miniscule
miracles that present themselves on a daily basis. If we do
not recognize them each and every day, it is not because
they are not happening. Rather, it is due to the fact that
there is a flaw in the way we are living our lives and
conducting our affairs.

Being grateful and demonstrating appreciation for life
and for what we have may help us to accept the unexpected
twists of fate; those existential curved balls that come our
way from time to time. Showing appreciation for the
smallest of miracles that happen all around us on a daily
basis may result in a greater level of personal acceptance;
thus, greater tolerance for others
Grateful people are less critical of others and more
accepting of difference. They are also, individuals who
view life as well as their own short-comings with less
drama and more passion. They are less inclined to look at
life through the lens of the glass being half empty, and
more inclined to see it as being half full. People who are
grateful for what they have are less inclined to constantly
think that more is owed to them.
Are you a grateful person? Do you show your
appreciation for even the littlest acts of kindness that come
your way? Or are you too busy to notice? When was the
last time that you said, “Thank-you,” to another who did
something or said something that made your existence in
this world a bit better? Truly, something to ponder! JNM
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Prayer: How do You Pray?
In Luke’s Gospel (18:20-32), Jesus teaches his
disciples about persistence in prayer. The message
from the Lucan Jesus is one of perseverance in
creating and sustaining a relationship with Jesus.
Prayer is a form of communication with the Lord and/
or with the saints. Our individual prayer-lives are our
vehicle to God. Prayer is our spiritual tool for
discernment; for getting in sync with God’s plan for
each of us. What is your prayer-life like?
Do you have a prayer-life?
Do you remember to say your evening prayers,
prior to going to bed?
 Do you raise your voice in prayer each morning
as you begin a brand-new day?
 Do you remember to say Grace before meals?
 Do you thank God for the many blessings that he
has given to you? If so, how often? If not, why?
 Do you blame God for what has gone wrong in
your life?



What is your prayer-life like?
Are you a person who prays only when you want
something from God? When your prayer request is not
forthcoming: do you despair, do you stop praying, do
doubts about God’s existence creep into your mind
merely because He does not respond to you as quickly
as you think He should?
Five Kinds of Prayer
There are five kinds or forms of prayer that each
of us engage in. Which kind of prayer do you most-ofthe-time engage in?
 Adoration or Praise: In this type of prayer, we
acknowledge the greatness of God, His
unconditional love and mercy. We also
acknowledge our unworthiness in the midst of His
unconditional love.
 Contrition: In this form of prayer, we
acknowledge to God our sorrow for our continued
offenses against his compassionate and merciful
love and protection. We ask for forgiveness and
promise, yet again, to sin no more.

Petition: In this form of prayer, we bring our
requests before God, asking for the things that we
need; both spiritual and physical in nature. At
times we might also make a deal with God that
should he grant my request(s) I would then do
something for Him, such as attend Mass every
Sunday, stop cursing, or striving to be a better,
kinder, more caring person.
 Thanksgiving: This is perhaps the most
neglected form of prayer in which we thank God
for the many blessings that he has in the past and
continues in the present to bestow upon us. How
often, for example, do we pause before a meal to
offer a grayer of gratitude to God for the food that
we are about to eat, perhaps, the induvial(s) who
has prepared it for me and also, for those with
whom I may be sharing the meal? How often do
we rise on any given day thanking God for another
day to breath the air, gaze at the sky, see my (a)
child at play, kiss a loved one?
 Intercession: In this form of prayer, we pray on
behalf of another or others. We pray for another’s
health, well-being, happiness, etc.


God always hears our prayers. Always! And He
always responds. However, He does not always
respond in the ways we expect or think that He should.
Sometimes, God’s answer is: “Maybe,” other times,
He responds by saying, “Not right now,” and other
times He responds by saying, “No!” He does so, not
because He thinks that we need to be punished. Rather,
He responds with a “No” because He has something
greater in store for us.
Jesus tells his disciples, “Where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst
of them” (Matthew 18:20). Take time out of your busy
schedules to raise your voice to God in prayer. But
when you do, be sure that your heart is pure, and that
you have not failed in charity or in forgiving another.
Be sure that your words throughout your day are
always helpful, healing and supportive. If they are not,
resolve to try harder the next day to overcome
whatever it is in your life that causes you to be critical
or judgmental of others. Prayer will result in a new
way of looking at life, at others and at God. Try it, you
will be changed.

Wisdom of Mother Teresa
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On

Prayer…..

“Prayer is as necessary as the air, as the blood in
our bodies, as anything to keep us alive-----to keep us
alive to the grace of God.”
“We must improve our prayer, and flowing from
that, our charity toward others. It can be difficult to
pray when we don’t know how, yet, we can help
ourselves through the practice of silence. This silence
takes a lot of sacrifice but if we really want to pray, we
must be willing to take that step now. Without this first
step toward silence, we will not be able to reach our
goal, which is union with God.”
“Be faithful in the time that you spend in prayer
and make sure that at least half of your prayer is spent
in silence. This will bring you closer to Jesus. If you
deepen your prayer life, you will grow in holiness and
obtain many graces for the souls entrusted to your
care. Deepen your love for one another by praying for
each other and by sharing thoughts and graces that
you have received in prayer and in your
reading” (Mother Teresa: Her Essential Wisdom,
2006, p. 52-54).

We will continue our July food collection for
the East Haven Food Pantry, which is asking for
cereal and pasta sauce. Please leave your donations
of food at the church entrance at both the Taylor
Avenue
and
Foxon
Road
campuses throughout the month.

Saint Bernadette Church
It is with great joy that I announce to you that we
are moving in the direction of a merger with our sisters
and brothers of Saint Bernadette Church.
Our parish of St. Pio of Pietrelcina will now have
three campuses with three worship sites: Saint
Bernadette, Saint Vincent de Paul and Our Lady of
Pompeii. This is exciting!
I know that you join me in extending a heart-felt
welcome to all the faith-filled parishioners of Saint
Bernadette who will add so very much to our Catholic
community of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina.
********** ********** **********
PROJECTS IN PROGRESS
Saint Vincent de Paul:
 The roof over the chapel continues to present
a problem with water getting behind the walls
and in the ceiling. We have finally determined
where the water is coming from and plans are
underway to repair again, the wall around the
stain glass window in front of the chapel and the
ceiling.
 The center walkway ascending the church has
become damaged due largely to water that has
seeped underneath of the concrete along with
kids with skateboards that use the front stairs
as a slide. This has resulted in serious cracks in
the concrete, making this a hazard. In addition,
the iron rail has become rusted at the point
where the iron meets the sidewalk. This has
become aggravated to the point of breaking due
once again, to the skateboards constantly
slamming into the iron rail. New concrete will
be poured along with the reinforcement of the
rail beginning June 1. During this time the side
entrance of the church facing the school will be
open for daily visits.
 The church kitchen is about to get a
much-needed refurbishment with more counter
space, a new floor and paint on the walls. This
work will begin within the next couple of weeks.
********** ********** **********
Our Lady of Pompeii:
 Work continues in the church proper with the
much-needed re-sealing and painting of the
window frames on the inside and outside.

Christie A. Bondos Independent Insurance Agent
Life Health & Medicare Plans
• Licensed with top A rated Life, Health and Medicare Carriers
• Free financial and healthcare needs analysis
• Enrollments can be done safely online or over the phone
• Always available to discuss concerns and answer questions

203.988.7403 • christiebondos53@gmail.com

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

First Time Ever Discount!!

During the month of April, 2020 get a
15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience
Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity

M.T Cobbler

Don't change where you or
a loved one live, try daytime
care, 6 days a week

Shoe Repair, Pedorthics,
Comfort Shoes

421 SHORE DRIVE, BRANFORD

203-481-7110 | theorchardhouse.org

On-Site Shoe & Boot Repair
Prescription Shoe Modifications
Custom Orthotics

32 Main Street, East Haven

(203) 488-2422

Open Mon.-Fri. 7:00am-7:00pm

203-239-2557

Mt St Peter Cemetery
Derby

203-735-8026

St Lawrence Cemetery
West Haven

203-624-3980

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

(Behind Twin Pines Diner)

Tel: 203-469-5731

1717 Foxon Rd., Rt. 80 • North Branford

Accepting Medicare and Most Insurances

Superior Auto Body

Plan of Safe Care

Connect to resources that will
help support your health and
your baby’s health
and development.
cdi.211ct.org/capta

• Complete Septic Services
• Sewer and Drain Cleaning
• System Inspections
• Grease Trap Service

203-239-1159

ANTHONY ACETO

EMILIO GIANO

Foreign & Domestic Repairs
Unibody Frame Repair
Custom Painting & Pinstriping

27 Ciro Road, North Branford
Tel: 203-315-3202
1-888-537-7772 (Toll Free in CT)

95 State Street
North Haven, CT 06473

FREE
ADMISSION
& PARKING

www.ccacem.org

All Saints Cemetery
North Haven

Physical Therapy

Taking Care of Your Special Shoe Needs

A Journey through History, Art & Faith
1 State Street, New Haven • Open 10-5 daily
kofcmuseum.org • 203-865-0400

203-467-2600
For One Stop
Health & Wellness,
“We’re Your Beacon”

PHARMACY

M-F 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-3pm | 875 Foxon Road, East Haven

DRIVE THRU OPEN
Use Dunkin’ App On-the-Go

HOME IMPROVEMENT
LANDSCAPING • SNOW REMOVAL

203-641-4815

Fully Licensed & Insured

ANDREW M. AMENDOLA
Attorney at Law
•
		
•
		
•
•
•
		
•

ELDER LAW / WILLS / PROBATE
OF ESTATE
POWER OF ATTORNEY / QUIT
CLAIM DEEDS
Real Estate Closings and Refinances
Auto Accidents / Personal Injury
HOUSE CALLS FOR THE
HOMEBOUND
FREE CONSULTATION

Andrew.Amendola01@snet.net

DELIVERY THRU

203-469-5333
591 Thompson Ave
East Haven

Village Inn
Family

Restaurant Diner

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Specials Everyday

203-469-5759

699 Main St., East Haven

10% OFF with Coupon
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W.S. Clancy Memorial
Funeral Home
Jeffrey S. Klarman ~ John P. Klarman
244 North Main Street, Branford, CT

203-488-3414
Fax 203-483-9153 • info@wsclancy.com

St. Pio of Pietrelcina Parish, E. Haven, CT

03-0025

East Haven Memorial

FOXON
PARK

Longobardi~Brennan
funeral home

Serving the East Haven Community Since 1939
✥ Burials ✥ Cremations ✥

Pre-Planning ✥ Children’s Lounge
DAVID S. BRENNAN, Owner/Director

203-467-1708
www.easthavenmemorial.com

BEVERAGES, INC.

“All-ways in Good Taste!”

Twin Pines
Diner

Ralph’s
Auto Body

Restaurant

www.foxonpark.com

Open 24 Hours a Day

34 Main St., East Haven

732 Foxon Rd • East Haven

(203) 467-7874

10% off with this coupon

Collision Specialists

103 Foxon Blvd., E. Haven, CT
WE SHIP NATIONWIDE

203-467-4848

Metallurgical Processing, Inc.
Professional Pet Grooming
& Self Serve Bathing

BUY 1 LARGE PIZZA, GET ONE PIZZA
FREE OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE.
Sunday Only. Eat In Only. Must present coupon.

688 Foxon Road • East Haven

7 Foxon Blvd., East Haven

We Deliver 203-469-8404

203-467-7297

www.ItsBetterHere.com
Capotorto’s Proudly Supports Our Local Community

HEAT TREATING • BRAZING • PLASMA NITRIDE • PVD COATING • LABORATORY

Foremost

Quality

11 Wooster Place • New Haven

203-865-8961
www.iovanne.com

CARL P. PROTA, DMD
Amazing & Affordable
Dental Care for Everyone

1367 North High St • East Haven

NEW BRITAIN, CT

(860) 224-2648
FAX (860) 225-0178

Iovanne Funeral Home, Inc.

WWW. MPI METALLURGICAL.COM
www.mpimetaltreating.com

The Ritoli Family

203-468-8007
www.drprota.com

Law Office of

Claudette J. Narcisco LLC
Barbara Natarajan

PORTO
FUNERAL HOMES

Sales Representative - CPCU
Greater New Haven area
Home 203-468-6820 Cell 713-898-2563
Barbara.Natarajan@combined.com
Lic#2289110 www.combinedinsurance.com

Quality of Life Through Quality of Care

Tina Masciangelo
ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR

234 Foxon Road (Rt. 80) | East Haven

203-469-2316

203-467-3000

Offering assistance with
PRE-planning and PRE-financing
BURIALS ~ CREMATION

Directors: Anne Marie Porto DeLucia
Clement L. DeLucia | Albert M. DeLucia

830 Jones Hill Road | West Haven

203-934-5000

Doody’s

Totoket Inn
CT LICENSE # 0406162-S1

We are Family Owned and Operated

Theresa G. Page, Enrolled Agent
Assist clients in resolving Federal and State taxing
authorities’ correspondence and tax issues.
Enrollment to practice before the Internal Revenue Service.

6AM–4PM • 7 DAYS A WEEK

697 Foxon Road
East Haven
(203) 691-6075

203-466-3246

FOR SERVICE CALL

Call me, I am Your Local and Personal
Insurance Agent
Michael T. Nardella
Home • Business • Auto • Personal
mnardella@fergusonmcguire.com
OFFICE: 203-269-9565 • 203-483-7490

Welcome to the
Home Comfort Family!
Full Sales & Service Heating
& Air Conditioning Company
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

(203) 290-1005 • www.lovemyheating.com

OVERHEAD DOOR, LLC
• ELECTRIC GARAGE DOOR
OPENERS • INSULATED DOORS
• RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE
SALES • INSTALLATION
203-641-2030 • 203-671-5694
Parishioner

203-208-4401

211 Montowese Street
Branford, CT

Serving Breakfast & Lunch

ELM CITY

HAVE YOU REVIEWED YOUR INSURANCE POLICIES LATELY?

FREE 30 Minute
Consultation

ROUTE 80 CAFE

Individual Tax Planning and Preparation
Estate and Trust Tax Preparation

LOCATED IN EAST HAVEN, CT

Private Facilities Available • Banquets • Parties
465 Foxon Rd. Rte. 80 / North Branford • 203-484-0588
• Lunch & Dinner Served Daily
• Bereavement Gatherings
• Baptismal, First Communion
& Confirmation Gatherings

tmasciangelo@wprnc.com • www.wprnc.com
38 Talmadge Avenue • East Haven

• Personal Injury
• Worker’s Compensation
• Criminal
• Divorce / Family Law
• Wills / Probate
• Real Estate / Housing
• Bankruptcy

In honor of
Dominic
INCLUDED with every Purchase at NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE:
• Lifetime Oil Changes
• Roadside Assistance
• Extension of Warranties • Rentals & More

203-389-1521

I-95S - Exit 47 to Ella Grasso Blvd., Left on Whalley Ave. toward Woodbridge

Clancy-Palumbo

FUNERAL HOME
Serving East Haven & the Foxon area
Burials • Cremation • Monuments
Pre- Planning Available

43 Kirkham Avenue (Center of East Haven)
Contact Gail Stone to place an ad today!
gstone@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6376

203-467-2789 | www.Clancy-PalumboFuneralHome.com
Owner/Director: Chris Palumbo Family Owned & Operated

1888 - “132 YEARS OF DIGNIFIED SERVICE” -2020

Conveniently Serving The East Haven Community
Centrally Located at Historic Wooster Square • 592 Chapel Street • New Haven, CT 06511
Neil R. Rapuano, President & Fourth Generation Director/Owner
Fully
Handicapped
(203) 624-3411 • www.marescafuneralhome.com
Accessible
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