


St. Mary’s Church                                         May 3, 2020 

� �     � � � �

� � � � �       From Father Tom�

�

Encountering Heroism in Glens Falls�

�

I recently had a call from the family of a parishioner who was in the ICU in Glens Falls Hospital.  The family was 

asking if I could visit their loved one who was in serious condition because of COVID�19.  I told them I would, if 

I could.  I then called Sister Donna Irvine, the full�time Catholic chaplain at the hospital.  If you’ve never met   

Sister Donna, you should.  She’s an inspiration.  She’s past the age of retirement but one of the most active and 

dedicated people I know.  Her entire life is dedicated to assisting patients and families in distress.�

�

Sister told me that the current hospital regulations don’t allow even a priest to enter the ICU room of a Covid    

patient.  I asked if there were exceptions.  She said no.  And then she said:  “Let’s see what I can do. I’ll call you 

back.”  (I had a hunch she’d come up with something.)  Then I said: “Sister, how are you doing, since you’re in 

the midst of all this.”  Nonchalantly she said:  “Oh, I’m doing fine, Father, I’m doing just fine. Not to worry.”       

I thought to myself:  “She in a combat zone.  How good could she possibly be doing?”�

�

Sister called me back within the hour and said that she had arranged for a nurse in that patient’s room to take my 

call and hold up the phone to the ear of the patient who was longing to pray and to hear the voice of a priest.     

After a chaotic few minutes of passing a phone back and forth, a nurse said to me:  “Go ahead, Father, he’s wait-

ing. Take your time. There is no rush.”�

�

I then spoke loudly to the patient, said prayers of consolation and hope and asked God to give that person the gifts 

of healing and forgiveness that usually come through the Sacrament of Anointing and the healing touch of the 

priest who represents the Church.  When I concluded, the nurse got on the phone and thanked me.  I then thanked 

her and asked her if she was a Catholic.  “Oh no, Father,” she said, “but this has been my privilege and I feel 

blessed to do this.”�

�

I hung up the phone and was silent for a few moments as I thought about what she said.  Not only was she tending 

to the bodily care of that patient but she was willing to care for a human soul. Catholic or not, she jumped into 

that deeper dimension of human need. I’ve met many a good nurse in my time, but there was something in the 

tone and sincerity of her voice that told me she was more than an ordinary nurse.  It’s probably that this crisis has 

propelled her into a new dimension she never thought she’d know.  She now had to be family and a spiritual sister 

to her patients. With professional clergy out of the picture, she became one of the primary sources of bringing 

spiritual comfort and peace to those under her care.�

�

I’ve seen this kind of new and generous dimension of self�giving on the part of our health�care workers on        

television reports during this time of quarantine. Nurses and doctors are spending time face�timing families of 

COVID patients so that they remain connected. I see them holding the hands of the dying when families cannot be 

present. I hear the stories about them helping families say goodbye to loved ones from their homes. Some offer 

prayers and reassurance with those sequestered away from the world.  Our health�care workers are stepping way 

past their medical expertise and entering willingly and generously into new modes of compassion.  This is one of 

the blessings of our time that furthers our appreciation and gratitude to them all.�

�

I write this to sing this nurse’s praises and the praises of Sister Donna who is also an unsung hero of our time.       

I write this to sing the praises of our medical community and the many support people behind the scenes who are 

going above and beyond.  This pandemic is a horror and a blight that brings separation, sadness and death. How-

ever, in this darkness, light continues to shine.  This nurse and Sister Donna are two of those quiet lights. There 

are countless others, many known only to God.   I thank our good God for their everyday heroism.�

Liturgy of the Word this weekend: Picture a lush meadow with a large flock of sheep enjoying the 

fresh air and sunshine. This first Sunday in May, situated right in the middle of spring, may lend itself to 

such daydreams. But this is no daydream, for we indeed are part of a flock with a devoted shepherd, 

one who calls us each by name and invites us to have life an have it more abundantly. Let us join         

together today in joy and gra#tude. Amen.�



�

The Bells of St. Mary’s  �� Listen everyday!�

�

We’ve been working on our bell system which has been dormant for a while, to get it up and running again.  Dur-

ing these times of quarantine, the peeling of our church bells can give a lift to those at home, in the neighborhood 

and those passing by.  We have a very good bell system in the church.  Going up to the steeple, we saw the 4,500 

pound original bell made by Meneely and Kimberly Company in Troy, N.Y., dedicated in 1865 by Rev. Jacob 

McDermott. This past week, we made it possible to connect to our bell�system once again and to play the iconic 

song from the 1945 Hollywood movie “The Bells of St. Mary’s” and other Easter hymns.  We’ll broadcast “The 

Bells of St. Mary’s” for a while at noon, 3:00 PM and 6:00 PM daily.  Since our parish is named for Our Lady (St. 

Mary), we can relate to this melody originally sung by Bing Crosby and Ingrid Bergman in that wonderful movie.  

I hope you enjoy hearing it daily.  Our bells broadcast our love for Mary, our presence in Glens Falls and our de-

sire to call all to the Lord and His Church.    �

�

Another downside to the pandemic: porn addiction�

�

According to the National Catholic Register (April 26, 2020), there is a serious increase in pornography use     

during this time of pandemic.  “Global porn consumption rates have gone up significantly with most people      

confined to their homes”, the paper claims.  It further states that “while the Church teaches that pornography is a 

grave offense that does grave injury to the dignity of its participants, experts are also cautioning that porn         

consumption could exacerbate mental health issues during the pandemic.”  Because of this trend, organizations 

like Concerned Women for America and the Family Research Council are calling on Americans to observe a 

“smut�free quarantine”.  In a letter to Attorney General William Barr, these organizations are asking the Depart-

ment of Justice to enforce obscenity laws against the pornography industry. The letter said, “mounting medical 

evidence finds extensive neurological and physical harm is caused by exposure to the lewd graphic obscenity 

openly available to anyone who can type a few words in a search bar � or scroll and click through Twitter, Insta-

gram, Snapchat or TikTok.  Further, most adversely impacted are developing minds…porn use leads to compul-

sive sexual behavior which means the more you see the more you want to see, despite negative consequences.”  

One anti�smut leader has launched a 21�day detox from porn called “Strive21” which has more than 14,000 new 

participants.   Jim O’Day, the executive director of Integrity Restored, a Catholic group, is  attempting to help 

those caught in porn addiction and has said that “people tend to self�isolate and disconnect and not be in full rela-

tionship with people around them socially when they get addicted to porn.  We need to help those who are strug-

gling, especially now.”  Noting that “we have a ton of other resources; we have blogs, we have ebooks that people 

can download (to help),” O’ Day said “more and more people are struggling with this and if we’re not in the midst 

of the struggle ourselves, we absolutely know and love someone who is.”�

�

If you are going to move…�

�

If, in the future, you’re planning a move, would you let our office know? We need to keep our parish records    

accurate so that we won’t be sending mail that will be returned to us.�

�

Our annual Festival is cancelled.  Our big raffle is not!�

�

Because of the pandemic, we’re forced to cancel our yearly Festival which was scheduled for Memorial Day 

weekend.  However, we are going ahead with our raffle and will be choosing winners in the near future.  If you 

have outstanding raffle tickets and returns, please send these to the parish office or call the office if you would 

like more tickets.�

Something to think about 

 

CHEERFULNESS is the best promoter of health,  

and is as friendly to the mind as to the body.  

 

                 JOSEPH ADDISON 





�

�

� � � � Fourth Sunday of Easter�Sunday, May 3�

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed: “Let the whole house of Israel know for 

certain that God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this, they 

were cut to the heart, and they asked Peter and the other apostles, “What are we to do, my brothers?” Peter said to 

them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and 

you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is made to you and to your children and to all those far 

off, whomever the Lord our God will call.” He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting them, 

“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 

thousand persons were added that day.�

�

Reading 2   1 PT 2:20B�25�

�

Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God.�

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,  leaving you an example that you should 

follow in his footsteps. He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. When he was insulted, he re-

turned no insult; when he suffered, he did not threaten; instead, he handed himself over to the one who judges just-

ly. He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness. By 

his wounds you have been healed. For you had gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the shepherd 

and guardian of your souls.�

�

Gospel   JN 10:1�10�

�

Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over else-

where is a thief and a robber. But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper 

opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 

When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his 

voice. But they will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of 

strangers.” Although Jesus used this figure of speech, the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell them. 

So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves 

and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will 

come in and go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they 

might have life and have it more abundantly.”�

Reading 1   ACTS 2:14A, 36�41�

Readings for the week of May 3, 2020�

�

Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36�41/Ps 23:1�3a, 3b�4, 5, 6 [1]/1 

Pt 2:20b�25/Jn 10:1�10�

Monday: Acts 11:1�18/Ps 42:2�3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn 

10:11�18�

Tuesday: Acts 11:19�26/Ps 87:1b�3, 4�5, 6�7 [Ps 

117:1a]/Jn 10:22�30�

Wednesday: Acts 12:24�13:5a/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6 and 8 

[4]/Jn 12:44�50�

Thursday: Acts 13:13�25/Ps 89:2�3, 21�22, 25 and 27 

[2]/Jn 13:16�20�

Friday: Acts 13:26�33/Ps 2:6�7, 8�9, 10�11ab [7bc]/Jn 

14:1�6�

Saturday: Acts 13:44�52/Ps 98:1, 2�3ab, 3cd�4 [3cd]/

Jn 14:7�14�

Next Sunday: Acts 6:1�7/Ps 33:1�2, 4�5, 18�19 [22]/1 

Pt 2:4�9/Jn 14:1�12�



Prayer intentions                

for the day 

�

Before the quarantine, many parishioners scheduled 

Masses for deceased loved ones or friends for various 

days.�Since public Mass cannot be offered in church 

at this time, Father Tom is saying private Mass each 

day for the intentions that have been scheduled.�  So, 

be assured, that those whom you love and for whom 

you scheduled Mass are being appropriately remem-

bered by the celebration of the Holy Eucharist as you 

wanted on the day you wanted. �

�

�

Monday        May 4 � Easter Weekday  �

� � For an end to the coronavirus �

Tuesday        May 5 � Easter Weekday�

                      +John and Philomena Hooper by �

                      Fay Hooper�

                      +Darkis Ester Martinez de Salvestro by�

                      Ellen and Jim O’Hara and Linda Collison�

Wednesday  May 6 � Easter Weekday�                      � �

                      +Mike H. ‘Bushy’ Busch by SMA Class of 

1972�

                       +Heather Lockwood (Anniversary) by�

                       Family�

                      +Mary and Colleen Kelleher by Maureen 

Howell�

Thursday     May 7  � Easter Weekday�

                      +Rev. James Healy�

                      +Richard Davis�

                      +Michael Earley�

Friday          May 8� Easter Weekday�

� � +Paul R. Sheehan by Family�

Saturday      May 9 � Vigil: FIFTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER          �

                      +Alex and Jayne Prevost by Family�

                      +Bea Fiore by St. Mary’s Bereavement �

                      Committee�

                      +Barbara Butler by Mike and Laurie Butler�

                      +Deceased Members of the Helm Family by �

                      Family�

Sunday�         May 10 �FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER�

�          +William and Jean Harris�Bequest�

�          +Mary O’Brien by Porto Family�

                      +Matt Congdon and Maggie Congdon by�

                      Family�

                      +Lillian Kiernan by Theresa and David �

                      LaPoint�

                      +Marion McCoy by Gary and Ann�

                      +Marilyn Doyle (Birthday) by St. Mary’s �

                      Staff�

                      +Kay Murphy by Family�

                      Intentions of the Parishioners�

                 �

Our Beloved Dead�

�

Please pray for those who have died this past week:�

�

Rev. James Healy, Michael Earley, Richard Davis, 

and all victims of the coronavirus�

Prayer for the Containment                        

of the Coronavirus�

Lord God, threatened now by the spread of the Coro-

navirus, we ask that you keep us, our loved ones, and 

everyone, from harm.  Keep us vigilant as we follow 

all that will protect our health and well�being.  We 

pray for those who already have the virus.  Alleviate 

their pain and fear and limit the ravages of their dis-

ease. Restore them to full health. Protect medical 

and support workers who test, treat and prevent the 

spread of this virus. Enfold them with the shield of 

your protec$ve grace. Keep all of us generous in 

these fearful $mes, remembering that we share a 

common humanity and a responsibility for one an-

other.  Freed from selfish hoarding, let us make it 

possible for everyone to have a share of food, medi-

cine, supplies and services.  We pray for the elderly 

and those most vulnerable to the disease.  May they 

be spared this threat to their health and to their lives.  

Send a spirit of wisdom into the minds and hearts of 

our civic authori$es whose duty it is to insure the 

common good.  We call upon Mary, the patroness of 

our country, to watch over us and to care for all our 

brothers and sisters throughout the world.  We make 

this prayer in the name of Christ, our Lord.  Amen.�

Getting the daily Scripture Readings�

�

Go to www.usccb.org to get the readings for Mass-

es for weekdays and Sundays.�

Staying connected to us during this �

time of quarantine�

�

To keep you up�to�date during this time of quarantine, 

go to Father Tom’s new blog: �

        https://stmarysglensfalls.wixsite.com/truevine�

�

You can also go to our Facebook page or “MyParish” 

app  (Text App to 88202) to stay in touch and receive 

our online bulletin (parishesonline.com). We’ve also 

installed a new computer service especially for     

Catholic parishes called FLOCKNOTE.  This service 

enables a pastor to email the people in his parish at 

any time about updates and developments as they 

arise.  In order to receive updates, however, we need 

your email.  �

�

Take a moment to go to our parish website to send us 

your email address: www.stmarysglensfalls.org. �



 

 

 

Needing your financial support  �

�

Hopefully, all parishioners received the mailing that we sent out to you before Holy Week began. In it we        

mentioned that we are taking up a special collection at this time in order to meet the financial responsibilities of the 

parish.  My own heart goes out to so many among us who are also unable to pay bills and meet their financial     

obligations.  As I mentioned in the letter, we’re going to our part as a parish to continue to “feed the hungry and 

clothe the naked” during this time and in the future.  However, the financial strain on our parish is also being felt 

because of the cancellation of public Mass.  I’d ask that you consider helping us out during this time.  If you can, 

send your special contribution by mail or drop it off in an envelope in the mail slot of the rectory front door. You 

help will be very much appreciated.  I’d also ask you to consider signing up e�giving.  This new, automated way of 

contributing to non�profits has helped stem financial ruin for many charities.  It is especially helpful to stabilize 

regular income so that they � and us � can continue good works during these times.  To sign up, please go to our 

website and/or see instructions below. �

�

� � � � Parish E�Giving Program                                � � �                                  

St Mary’s wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving to automate your regular weekly offering. E�Giving 

offers convenience to you and provides much�needed donation consistency to the Parish. E� Giving is used to auto-

matically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. Credit & Debit Card 

Giving allows you to make offerings automatically on a pre�determined schedule using a credit or debit card. E�

Giving allows you to go to our website at any time to set up an automatic donation plan, change your donation 

plan, make a one�time donation or view your online donation history. To participate go to our Parish website: 

http://stmarysglensfalls.org/, click on the top right button “Donate Now” and follow the instruction.  If you have 

any questions or need help creating an account, you can call Cathy for assistance. She can be reached Tuesday�

Thursday at 792�0989  ext. 125.��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Special Appeal as of�

04/22/2020:�

�

Total $28,927.00�

Number of envelopes 177�

______________�

�

Regular Weekend as of 

04/14/2020:�

�

Offertory  $371.00�

Envelopes $5,820.00�

Total $6,191.00�

�

Easter Envelopes $3,307.50�

�

Other: �

Candle $269.00�

Food Pantry $950.00�

�

Please consider naming                       

St. Mary’s Church in your will.�

�

�

� �   �

�

�

�

�

�

Bishop’s Appeal ended March 15

th 

Total pledged is $64,974.00, this is 

69% of  our assessment of 

$94,643.00. �

�

Total Number of gifts: 214.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Parish goal $571,730.00�

�

Gifts and pledges to date 

(03/17/2020) $176,220.50 �

�

Number of participants: 73�

�

A list of pledges made directly to 

the diocese is not yet available.�

Food Pantry�

Thank you very much for the food pantry donations. We really appreciate 

your generosity during these difficult times. This week we need the follow-

ing items to restock our shelves: Macaroni and Cheese, Hearty Soup, Pasta, 

Salad Dressing, Toothpaste.�

�

The church is open for prayer Monday�Friday, 7:30 AM�4:00 PM.�
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518-793-8750
Established 1975

 Matt Montesi / Owner

CARPET CARE
BY

NORTH COUNTRY
Div. of 

North Country Janitorial Inc.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPET CLEANING

20/20 OPTICAL
MARK COLLIER, OPTICIAN

ALL DOCTORS’ 
PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED

15 E. Washington Street / Glens Falls

761-2020

Richard Sears
TREE EXPERTS

793-3602

M.B. Kilmer
Funeral Home 
745-8116 • 136 Main St., S. Glens Falls 
747-9266 • 82 Broadway, Fort Edward 

638-8216 • 123 Main St., Argyle

www.kilmerfuneralhome.com
Family Owned and Operated Since 1927

HOME IMPROVEMENT GALLERY, INC.

Carpet/Hardwood • Vinyl Flooring
Laminate • Roofing • Vinyl Siding • Windows

10 Saratoga Ave • S. Glens Falls, NY 12803
745-5097 • Fax 745-5099

email: homeimprovementgallery@gmail.com
www.homeimprovementgallery.com

 JOHN P. GILL, D.M.D.
 ADIRONDACK DENTAL CARE, P.C.
 Comprehensive General & CosmetiC Dentistry
 Warm, friendly environment • Anxiety free sedation dentistry
 Stop snoring with Silent Nite • Veneers
 Eliminate migraines with NTI
 25 Baywood Drive, Queensbury, NY • (518) 793-6329

 54 Lawrence St., Glen Falls, NY 12801
 HOURS: Mon-Sat 7am - 2pm • 792-6155

Breakfasts • Soups
Sandwiches & 
Burgers

WORLD FAMOUS

518-793-9623
Lawn Care Programs

www.grasshoppergardens.com

30 PROGRESS BOULEVARD / QUEENSBURY, NY 12804
www.northernmechservices.com

T: 518-745-1820 • Ext. 209
F: 518-745-7736

George D. Polunci, Service Manager
gpolunci@northernmechservices.com

Locally Owned Locally Operated Since 1990

DICK
SAUNDERS
113 Bay Street
Glens Falls NY 12801

518.793.3841

471 Glen Street • Glens Falls NY 12801

Women Helping Women
Warren & Washington Counties 

Unexpected pregnancy
or in need of material 
goods for infants and

small children?
Our loving peer counselors are 

non-judgmental and can help with 
life wisdom, so you may sit and 

chat at anytime.
 ( No Appointment necessary)

 DONATIONS AND  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

PLEASE HELP
518.793.7516

Open Arms Pregnancy Center

LOCAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS DELIVERING
COMPASSIONATE HOME CARE FOR OVER 47 YEARS.

99 Ridge Street | Glens Falls NY 12801
HCRHealth.com | 800-270-4904

CUSTOM COUNTERTOPS
Mike and Margaret Roohan, Owners

8 Commerce Park Drive, Wilton, NY 12831
(518) 584-2800

www.graniteandmarbleworks.com

SEND A MEAL TODAY
is perfect for new parents, post 
surgery and to say thank you.

Or any special occasions. 
ALL MEALS ARE DELIVERED COLD AND 

HEATED AT ONES CONVENIENCE. 
ORDER ONLINE OR CALL CARLY 518.222.7989

carly@sendamealtoday.com
www.sendamealtoday.com

Mention you saw our ad in this bulletin

Customized Facial’s By Charmaine
Specific to Your Skin Type & Needs
Mature Skin • Congested Skin • Dry/Oily

 $60 - 1 HOUR FACIAL 
 Includes: Consultation/Extractions
 Deep Pore Cleansing/Enzyme Peel
Creams & Facial Massage/& More!

Call Today! 518.260.3562 
 147 Ridge St. | Glens Falls

Pamela J. Armstrong
Associate Broker
518.260-6781
518.932.0302
pam.armstrong@cbpp.com

178 GLEN STREET
GLENS FALLS NY 12801
www.pamarmstrongrealtor.com
Each office is independently Owner and Operated

518-531-8998
CLPIPING.COM

OWNERS: NELSON CHARRON & DANIEL LEVO

Credit Cards Accepted • Including 

518-531-8998
CLPIPING.COM

OWNERS: NELSON CHARRON & DANIEL LEVO

Credit Cards Accepted • Including 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

Plumbing, Heating & HVAC

terri welcyng
Professional Organizer
518.554.0440
LifeChangingOrganizingSolutions.com

Kelly J. Buell  
518-429-1030, 
TTY 711 UHCCommunityPlan.com/NY

Puzzled about Medicaid  
and Medicare?
Talk to me.  
I’m here to help.

Mon - Fri 7-5
Sat 8-12
Closed 

Sundays

Residential & Commercial Garages
24 hr Emergency Service

All major credit cards & personal checks accepted
1584 State Route 9, Moreau NY 12828

CALL: 518.798.4228
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RT. 9 MINI STORAGE 
(518) 798-0588 / Your Lock, Your Key

Rent your own storage space

53 Lamplighter Acres, Fort Edward, NY
Receive $5 off of your first month’s rent with this ad. 

Offer ends March 29th, 2020. Promo Code: STMICHAEL2020

THE
BARBER
SHOPPE

Phil Manitta, Owner
Master Barber

264 Warren St.
Glens Falls, NY

Tues-Fri: 8am-5pm • Sat 8am-12pm

798-7566

ANGELA
CUGINI GIRARD

“My Children Attend St Mary’s Catholic School”

Cell 518.232.1460
angelacugini@howardhanna.com

63 Quaker Road
Queensbury, NY 12804


