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Pentecost Sunday! 

 

On	 this	 most	 important	 feast	 day	 of	 the	 Church,	 we	 remember	 a	 spectacular	 event!	 After	 the	 Lord’s				

Ascension,	 the	 disciples	 were	 gathered	 in	 Jerusalem	 to	 celebrate	 the	 Jewish	 feast	 of	 Pentecost.	 They	

feared	the	reprisals	of	the	Roman	government.		At	that	gathering,	the	Holy	Spirit	came	down	upon	them	

in	a	dramatic	way	and	poured	Himself	out	upon	them,	transforming	them	into	fearless	evangelizers	of	

the	Gospel.	 	The	event	is	called	“the	birthday	of	the	Church”	because	after	that	day,	the	disciples	fear-

lessly	set	out	on	their	mission	to	found	a	world�wide	Church.		We	are	the	heirs	of	that	profound	effort.�

�

Pentecost	occurs	+ifty	days	after	Easter.	In	his	appearances	after	his	resurrection,	Jesus	promised	that	

the	Father	would	send	“another	Advocate”,	the	Holy	Spirit.		Pentecost	ful+ills	that	promise.�

�

Pentecost	closes	the	Easter	season.		Jesus	rose	from	the	dead	and	ascended	into	heaven	��	his	mission	

accomplished.		The	coming	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	the	+inal	chapter	of	the	gift	of	salvation.�

�

The	 liturgical	 color	 for	 Pentecost	 is	 red	 which	 symbolizes	 the	 “tongues	 of	 +ire”	 that	 were	 one	 of	 the					

visible	signs	of	the	descent	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	An	older	name	for	Pentecost	was	“Whitsunday”	or	“White	

Sunday”,	so	named	for	the	white	garments	worn	by	the	recently	baptized	who	came	back	to	Mass	on	

Pentecost	Sunday	after	being	received	into	the	Church	at	the	Easter	Vigil.�

�

One	of	the	customs	on	this	day	is	to	have	the	Pentecost	Gospel	read	in	at	least	two	or	several	languages,	

to	recall	 the	many	 languages	 in	which	the	Gospel	was	heard	on	that	 +irst	Christian	 Pentecost.	 	 “All	of	

them	 were	 +illed	 with	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 and	 began	 to	 speak	 in	 other	 languages,	 as	 the	 Spirit	 gave	 them	

ability.”�

�

It	is	sometimes	dif+icult	for	us	to	take	in	the	power	and	signi+icance	of	the	gift	of	the	Spirit,	not	only	up-

on	 the	 Apostles	 but	 also	 in	 our	 individual	 lives.	 Until	 that	 +irst	 Christian	 Pentecost,	 the	 Spirit	 of	 God	

rested	only	on	certain	individuals	�	such	as	the	prophets,	or	the	righteous	kings	of	Israel	�	and	only	for	

a	limited	time.		The	idea	that	the	Spirit	would	be	poured	out	so	liberally	and	so	continuously,	that	the	

Spirit	of	God	would	come	to	rest	“on	commoners”,	on	each	of	us	in	Baptism	and	Con+irmation,	and	that	

He	would	remain	with	us	all,	was	a	profound	shift	in	our	understanding	of	the	Triune	God.�

�

The	 Holy	 Spirit	 continues	 to	 work	 in	 the	 Church	 and	 in	 each	 of	 the	 baptized	 to	 this	 day.	 He	 brings						

spiritual	gifts	and	provides	for,	and	guides,	the	Church	at�large.	 	In	St.	Peter’s	Basilica,	above	the	high	

altar,	you	can	see	a	stained	glass	window	depicting	the	Holy	Spirit	as	a	dove.	This	place	of	prominence	

tells	 us	 that	 the	 entire	 Church	 is	 guided	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 who	 is	 constantly	 at	 work	 in	 building	 up	 the	

Body	of	Christ.		He	is	the	power,	the	force	and	the	sancti+ier	of	our	Church.	�

�

The	Holy	Spirit	resides	in	each	and	every	individual	Catholic	in	the	state	of	grace.		He	brings	supernatu-

ral	help	and	dispositions,	 far	beyond	our	natural	human	capacities,	 for	our	growth	 in	holiness	and	to	

spread	 the	 Gospel.	 	 We	 need	 such	 help	 to	 live	 out	 the	 Christian	 life	 in	 these	 challenging	 times.	 Ever�

generous,	God,	once	again,	has	come	to	our	aid.		He	has	given	us	the	Holy	Spirit!�

St. Mary’s Church from Father Tom — May 23, 2021  

Pentecost Sunday�



�

New Deacons�

�

This weekend, Bishop Scharfenberger will ordain 5 new deacons for ministry in our diocese.  Four are permanent 

deacons and one man will become a transitional deacon. (Transitional deacons eventually go on to receive 

priesthood while permanent deacons do not.)  The four married men who will be ordained permanent deacons are:  

Greg Wilbur, James Agnew, Craig Dempsey and Tom Poznanski.  Our new transient deacon is Russell Bergman 

who is studying at Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in Weston, Massachusetts and will be ordained a priest 

next June.  He is the only one of the group who will vow perpetual celibacy at the ordination Mass.  Greg Wilbur, 

the father of three children,  was once one of my parishioners when I was stationed at St. Joseph’s in Broadalbin.  

James Agnew, whom I also know, has been active in the promotion of the Extraordinary Form of the Mass (“the 

Latin Mass”) in our diocese.  All of the five deacons will bring many gifts to the body of Christ in Albany.  Join 

me in praying for them as they begin their ministries of service among us.  Join me also in praying for the wives of 

the four transitional deacons who will, naturally, be very involved in their husbands’ ministries.  I will be attend-

ing their ordination Mass at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception on Saturday, May 22.�

�

�

�

I'm Fine�

�

There's nothing whatever the ma�er with me.�

I'm just as healthy as I can be.�

I have arthri�s in both my knees�

And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze.�

�

My pulse is weak and my blood is thin�

But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.�

I think my liver is out of whack�

And a terrible pain is in my back.�

�

My hearing is poor, my sight is dim,�

Most everything seems to be out of trim.�

But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.�

�

I have arch supports for both my feet,�

Or I wouldn't be able to go on the street.�

Sleeplessness I have night a&er night,�

And in the morning I'm just a sight.�

�

My memory is failing, my head's in a spin.�

I'm peacefully living on aspirin�

But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.�

�

The moral is, as this tale we unfold,�

That for you and me who are growing old,�

It's be�er to say "I'm fine" with a grin�

Than to let them know the shape we're in.�

�

��� Cardinal Cushing �

Come, Creator Spirit (Veni Creator Spiritus) 

is a Christian hymn dating from 800 A.D. At first used 

during Pentecost week, it came to be sung whenever 

the Spirit’s help was involved. During the next week, 

pray on stanza each day, concluding with the “Glory be 

…”. Meditate on the meaning of these ancient petitions 

for you and for those you love today. �

�

Come, thou Holy Spirit, come!�

and from thy celestial home�

shed a ray of light divine!�

�

Come, thou Father of the poor!�

Come, thou source of all our store!�

Come, within our hearts to shine!�

�

Thou of comforters the best;�

You the soul's most welcome guest;�

sweet refreshment here below;�

�

In our labor rest most sweet;�

Grateful coolness in the heat;�

Solace in the midst of woe.�

.�

O most blessed Light divine,�

Shine within these hearts of yours,�

and our inmost being fill! �

�

Where thou art not, man hath naught,�

Nothing good in deed or thought,�

Nothing free from taint of ill.�

�

Heal our wounds; our strength renew;�

On our dryness pour thy dew;�

wash the stains of guilt away;�

�

Bend the stubborn heart and will;�

Melt the frozen, warm the chill;�

Guide the steps that go astray.�

�

On the faithful, who adore�

And confess thee, evermore�

In thy sevenfold gifts descend;�

�

Give them virtue's sure reward;�

Give them your salvation, Lord;�

Give them joys that never end. Amen.�

Renew	the	face	of	the	Earth.	�

Psalm	104�



Melissa Wilkinson to become our Pastoral Associate�

�

Melissa Wilkinson, currently the Coordinator of our parish’s REBUILT program, will become a general pastoral 

associate here in our parish at the beginning of June. Melissa has been an enormous help in the success of our   

REBUILT effort and has proven to be a great asset to the people of the parish, especially reaching out to new 

members. As a pastoral associate, she will assist me in the overall care, mission and vision of our parish communi-

ty. Her ministry will now be more comprehensive, relating to certain and specific aspects of parish life with desig-

nated responsibilities enumerated by me. In this age of fewer priests, it is necessary to call forth the gifts and lead-

ership abilities of qualified lay people to assist in the overall running of parishes. I am so happy that we have such 

a qualitied person in Melissa. I ask you to welcome her in this new capacity and to work with her generously and 

cooperatively as you have always been toward me. (Melissa will continue to be on site on a part�time basis.  How-

ever, we are currently applying for a grant that, if received, will enable her to work longer hours on the premises.)�

Adoration in the summer�

On Wednesday, June 9

t h 

and continuing throughout the summer the hours for Adoration and Exposition of the 

Most Blessed Sacrament will be 1:00 PM � 6:00 PM.�

The Catholic faith on demand�

Enrich your Catholic Faith Journey! Find Videos, Books, Movies, and CD's by logging on 

to� Formed.org ��1.�www.formed.org��2. Scroll down the page to see "For Individuals"�3. Under "if you are a 

Formed.org Parish" enter�St. Mary's code FKD6F9 4. Click on "submit" and Register your family! Your User 

name will be your email address, create your own password and begin a wonderful new faith journey!!��

�

Great news, students!�

�

Students can now apply for a scholarship from St. Mary's Parish!�Students 

must meet the following  requirements: be a registered member of St. Mary's 

Parish, Glens Falls (registration forms available in church rectory) and/or a 

graduate of St. Mary's/St. Alphonsus Regional Catholic School and must be 

enrolled as a student at an undergraduate college or vocational school in the 

upcoming Academic Year. Also must be a practicing Catholic and attend 

Mass regularly. Apply each year, and be awarded a scholarship no more than 

four times. To learn more about Scholarships at St. Mary's Church or to ap-

ply go to stmarysglensfalls.org click the "St. Mary's Church Scholarship 

Page" button. APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY JUNE 15, 2021.�





Scripture Readings for Pentecost Sunday�

�

First Reading:  Acts 2:1�11�

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together. And suddenly there came 

from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then 

there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to 

proclaim. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. At this sound, 

they gathered in a large crowd, but they were confused because each one heard them speaking in his own 

language. They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, “Are not all these people who are speaking 

Galileans? Then how does each of us hear them in his native language? We are Parthians, Medes, and 

Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 

Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as travelers from Rome, both Jews and converts to 

Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of God.”�

�

Second Reading: 1 Cor 12:3b�7, 12�13�

Brothers and sisters: No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. There are different kinds 

of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit;�there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are differ-

ent workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the manifestation 

of the Spirit is given for some benefit. As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the 

body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 

whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit.�

�

Gospel: Jn 20:19�23�

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear 

of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said 

this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 

and whose sins you retain are retained.”�

�

Readings for the week of May 23, 2021�

 

Dn 3:52, 52, 53, 55, 56 or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1�14/Ps 

107:2�3, 4�5, 6�7,�

8�9/Jl 3:1�5/Ps 104:1�2, 24, 35, 27�28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 

8:22�27/Jn 7:37�39�

Day: Acts 2:1�11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29�30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 

Cor 12:3b�7, 12�13 or�

Gal 5:16�25/Jn 20:19�23 or Jn 15:26�27; 16:12�15�

Monday: Gn 3:9�15, 20 or Acts 1:12�14/Ps 87:1�2, 3 and 

5, 6�7/Jn 19:25�34�

Tuesday: Sir 35:1�12/Ps 50:5�6, 7�8, 14 and 23 [23b]/Mk 

10:28�31�

Wednesday: Sir 36:1, 4�5a, 10�17/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 

[Sir 36:1b]/Mk 10:32�45�

Thursday: Sir 42:15�25/Ps 33:2�3, 4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [6a]/Mk 

10:46�52�

Friday: Sir 44:1, 9�13/Ps 149:1b�2, 3�4, 5�6a and 9b [cf. 

4a]/Mk 11:11�26�

Saturday: Sir 51:12cd�20/Ps 19:8, 9, 19, 11 [9ab]/Mk 

11:27�33�

Next Sunday: Dt 4:32�34, 39�40/Ps 33:4�5, 6, 9, 18�19, 20, 

22 [12b]/Rom 8:14�17/Mt 28:16�2�

Liturgy of the Word this weekend:  



�

�

�

�

�

�

       Weekend Collections�

�

�

May 15

th

 � 16

th�

�

�

Offertory  $1,341.00�

Envelopes  $1,982.00�

Mail  $950.00�

E�Giving  $1,555.00�

PayPal  $260.00�

Total  $6,088.00�

�

Candles $171.00�

Mother’s Day $1,278.00�

Food Pantry $405.00�

Cemetery $350.00�

�

If you have converted to Online 

Giving and are no longer in need 

of offering envelopes please let 

the office know, so we can    

cancel your subscription with 

Cathedral Corporation.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Staying Connected    

to us during                              

this pandemic...�

�

Like us on                           

FACEBOOK�

�

Download our                    

MYPARISH APP�

�

Visit our website:�

stmarysglensfalls.org�

2020�2021�

Diocesan Appeal�

One time gifts�

$21,119.00�

Pledges�

$10,046.00�

Total gifts as of 

01/05/2021 � 75�

�

Last Weekend’s Mass            

Attendance  �

        4 PM � 119�

8:30 AM � 126�

11:15 AM � 137 �

Total  � 380�

Livestream Views 

05/17/2021:  �

Food Pantry�

This week our pantry needs chicken 

noodle soup, canned vegetables,          

elbow macaroni, paper towels, razors. 

Thank you very much to our parish-

ioners who keep our pantry well 

stocked. �

Prayer intentions                 

 

Monday        May 24 � The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of �

                      the Church�

Tuesday        May 25 � Saint Bede the Venerable, Priest and �

�          Doctor of the Church; Saint Gregory VII,  

�          Pope; Saint Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin�

                      +Joseph Stevens�

Wednesday   May 26 �  Saint Philip Neri, Priest�

12:10 PM      +Rev. Kevin Devine by Mark and Mar ia�

                      Polidore�

Thursday      May 27 � Saint Augustine of Canterbury, 

Bishop�

12:10 PM      +Mike Celeste (Bir thday) by Dave and Robin�

                      +Colleen Kelleher by Maureen McGregor�

Friday           May 28  � Weekday�

                       NO MASS�

Saturday       May 29 � Vigil: THE MOST HOLY TRINITY�

4:00 PM        +Dominick Rosati by David Powers�

                       Intentions of the Parishioners�

Sunday          May 30 � THE MOST HOLY TRINITY�

8:30 AM       +Bannon Family � Bequest�

                      +Timothy Miller (25

th

 Anniversary) by (Wife)�

�          Kathleen�

                      Living and +Deceased Members of Belisle and �

                      Adams Families by Family�

11:15 AM     +Michael Guglielmoni by Joan Gr ishkot�

                      +Mary C. Polidore by Mark and Maria�

�

The suggested offering for Mass Intentions will increase 

to $15 beginning on Pentecost (Sunday, May 23, 2021).�

Daily Mass�

Schedule in area churches�

�

St. Michael’s, South Glens Falls�

Tuesday through Saturday at 8:30AM�

�

Our Lady of Annunciation, Queensbury�

 Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday at 7:30 AM�

A family of parishes�

�

In a few weeks, five young men from our diocese will be ordained priests by Bishop Scharfenberger, including Matt Duclos who assist-

ed us here as a seminarian.  What a great joy for them, their families, for us and for the entire diocese. Two of them will be going back to 

Rome for further studies after their ordinations including Matt. The remaining three will be assigned to larger parishes as assistant pas-

tors called “parochial vicars” subsequent to ordination.  They will be a welcomed sight in this time of fewer vocations and younger lead-

ers. Our diocese has always been on top of making sure that each of the 110 parishes in 14 counties of the Albany Diocese have good 

shepherds to lead and serve.  As you are well aware, times have changed and so have demographics throughout our 14 counties and also 

the number of priests available for service has changed dramatically. The latest plan to adequately cover and serve our parishes has been 

nicknamed “the family of parishes plan”. This means that, in some areas, up to three or four communities in a given area will be served 

by one pastor, one parochial vicar, a retired priest and a lay team to oversee the temporal and financial administration of the parishes in 

the family. This re�structuring will certainly be different but it makes great sense at this time.  Implementing this “team approach”, each 

of the parishes in the network will be assured of good pastoral leadership and responsible stewardship. I mention this to you at this time 

because there might well be plans afoot for some changes in our Glens Falls area in the future. Of course, I will keep you posted about 

them as they may develop.  There are definitely no plans to close St. Mary’s parish since we are a vital, sustaining and growing Catholic 

community. Moreover, most of the parishes in our area are the same. So I hope this missive does not stir insecurity among you or 

groundless speculation and worry about our future. The “bells of St. Mary’s” will continue to ring for decades to come!  Our faith is 

strong. Our parish is strong. Our future is bright. Like you, I grew up at a time when we had three priests in the rectory and vocations 

were booming.  People lived in ethnic neighborhoods and walked to church. Catholics lived in small, neighborhood communities of sup-

port and protection. You and I know that things have changed in our cities and society, our culture, the way we live and how we affiliate 

with our faith communities. We simply can’t waste time hope that things will return to the way they were.  Like you, I’m grateful for the 

past and its securities but we have to be realistic and brave about how to move ahead with the current realities.  I think our Diocese is 

being responsible, professional and enthusiastic about planning for our future as Catholics in the Diocese of Albany.  Let’s be open, 

prayerful and grateful for their visionary courage. Let’s not let one glimmer of worry enter into the certainty we should have about the 

future of our parish and our parishes and our Catholic faith in general.�
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 ADIRONDACK DENTAL CARE, P.C.
 Comprehensive General & CosmetiC Dentistry
 Warm, friendly environment • Anxiety free sedation dentistry
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New Location

726 Bay Rd., 
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Financing
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