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ST. BERNADETTE CHURCH                  New Haven, CT 

Remember to pray for those in the  

hospital, nursing homes, the  

homebound, those battling addiction, 

those touched by violence and the sick 

of our parish especially: Christina  

Meoli, Ed Piazza, Patty Peters, Hank  Luzzi, Father Carter, 

Laura Luzzi, Michelle Smith, Ron Mattei, Angela Riccio, 

Charlene Tantalo, Al Forgione, Gabriella Garrity, Beverly  

Fucci, Gennaro Viscuso, W.D. Merkle, Phyllis Anastasio, 

Cheryl Barbara, William “Billy” Mayer, Carmine DelBasso, 

Laura-Phyllis Esposito, Diana Vitelli O’Brien, Peg Dmytruk, 

Thomas Martino, Meghan Keeney, Thomas Brennan.  

 

Please call the rectory if you  would  like  to  add  or  re-add  a  

name to  this  prayer list. 

The Sanctuary Candle reminds us of the real 

presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. This week the candle 

in the Church burns for the Greater Glory and in memory of: 

Ryan William O’Reilly by Rosanne & Loida 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
SATURDAY, March 21- Vigil - 4th Sunday of Lent 

4:00pm                   + Joseph DeMatteo (5th Anniversary) 

                                by Family 

SUNDAY, March 22 - 4th Sunday of Lent 

8:00am                   + Sr. Ann O’Mahoney 

10:00am                 + Edward Doyle 

                               by Family 

6:00pm                   + Parishioners of St. Bernadette 

MONDAY, March 23 - St. Turibius 

8:00am                   + Rose Morgillo 

TUESDAY, March 24 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Ann Shirley Smith 

           by Friends 

WEDNESDAY, March 25 - Annunciation of the 

Lord 

8:00am                 + Parishioners of St. Bernadette 

9:00am        School Mass 

THURSDAY, March 26 - Weekday 

8:00am                   + Stephanie Celone  

          (Birthday Remem.) 

          by Parents, Jan & Rich Celone 
FRIDAY, March 27 - Weekday 

8:00am                   + Personal  Intention 

SATURDAY, March 28 - Vigil - 5th Sunday of Lent 

4:00pm                   + The Mahoney Family 

                                by Patricia Mahoney 

SUNDAY, March 29 - 5th Sunday of Lent 

8:00am                   + Mark Gagliardi 

          by Marilyn & Silvio Sagnella 

10:00am                 + Dec’d Mem. of LoRicco Family 

6:00pm                   + Sr. Ann O’Mahoney, Sr. Imelda  

     & Maureen McKennon 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Please make up for weekends away. We depend on your 

weekly contributions. Your presence at the  

weekly liturgies and your financial support are  

appreciated. Thank you for your continued support of the 

parish. You make the difference! Thank you! 
 

   Weekly Offertory Goal: $8,500.00 
 

March 15, 2020 

Total Weekly    $2,043.00 
 

SBS Collection 

Total SBS    $566.00 
 

March 28 & March 29 Second Collection:  

Building & Grounds 
 

We need your support! 

Thank you for your consistent giving! 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 
Sunday:  1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

  [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-

  38  

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b 

  [2a]/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11 [8a 

  and 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn  

  5:31-47 

Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23 

  [19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn 

  7:40-53 

St. Bernadette Church 

Address: 385 Townsend Avenue,  

New Haven, CT 06512 

Phone Number: (203) 467-1007 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 

 

E-Mail: stberndtchurch@sbcglobal.net 

 

Website: www.saintbernadettechurch.org 



 
SUNDAY,  MARCH 22 

 

No Events or Activities Scheduled 

 
SUNDAY,  MARCH 29 

 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

MONDAY, MARCH 23 
 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

MONDAY, MARCH 30 
 
 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

 
TUESDAY, MARCH 24 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

 
TUESDAY, MARCH 31 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

THURSDAY, MARCH 26 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

THURSDAY, APRIL 2 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

FRIDAY, MARCH 27 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

FRIDAY, APRIL 3 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

SATURDAY, APRIL 4 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

MINISTRY & EVENT CALENDAR 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

& SIMPLE SUPPERS HAVE 

BEEN CANCELLED FOR 

THE REMAINDER OF 

LENT. 



From the Pastor’s Pen 

Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D.,Psy.D. 

 

Jesus Restores Sight to the 

 Blind Man 

St. John 9:1-42 

The Desert 

        The first Sunday in Lent began with St. Matthew’s 

account of Jesus’ desert experience (4:1-11). In Matthew’s 

gospel account, soon after his arrival in the desert, Jesus has 

the first of several meetings with the devil. Jesus allows 

himself to be tempted and taunted by the devil and as  

expected is victorious over the cunningness of the devil  

indicating that evil can never overcome goodness. Both 

Matthew and Luke describe the devil’s tempting remarks as 

well as his use of the scriptures as part of his tactic in  

convincing Jesus to worship him instead of the Father.  

        Matthew, like Mark is writing for a Jewish community 

of believers. Luke writes primarily for the Gentiles who 

have already or would in the future convert to Christianity. 

This explains the differences in their desert accounts. Each 

evangelist has a different focus as well as a different  

theological purpose. Unlike Mark and Luke, Matthew’s 

intention is to depict Jesus as the Second Moses as well as 

the Second Adam.  

It was important for the community for whom Matthew 

is writing to believe that Jesus has his origin in the  

unbroken line of David. This is why, for example, Matthew 

spends time with Jesus’ genealogy. For Matthew, Jesus is 

the long awaited-for Messiah about whom the Old  

Testament prophets speak. Consequently, Jesus is depicted 

as the Christ, the fulfillment of the Old Law.  

Matthew’s theological viewpoint is different from that 

of Mark and Luke. For example, Matthew focuses on the 

fact that Jesus, as God’s Son humbles himself by allowing 

himself to be hungry and to be tempted by Satan.  Matthew 

describes Jesus’ desert experience as a type of preparation 

for what would lie ahead in his ministry as Prophet, King 

and Messiah. 

Mark intensifies his version of Jesus’ entrance into the 

desert by his use of the Greek aorist exballo, which  

describes Jesus as being forced into the desert. Mark creates 

the feeling not only of urgency, but also of compulsion. 
 

The Mountain 

On the second Sunday of Lent, we moved with  

Matthew from the desert to the mountain. In addition to 

Matthew, the Transfiguration of Jesus is also recorded in 

Mark (9:2-10) and Luke (9:28-36). The Transfiguration of 

Jesus was the means through which the disciples would 

eventually realize that Jesus had a special and privileged 

relationship with the Father. This relationship is also  

extended to all those who believe in Jesus and who embrace 

God’s Word. This was Jesus’ intention for bringing Peter, 

John and James to the mountain.  
 

Our Desert/Mountain Journey 

 Each of us must pass through the desert as a way of 

identifying those obstacles in our lives that too often  

prevent us from establishing a closer relationship with  

Jesus. Once we pass through this dark night of the soul, we 

ascend to the mountain and consequently experience a type 

of spiritual rebirth, a renewal, a transformation of Spirit.  

It is on the mountain that God speaks and man listens as 

He redirects our lives in an attempt to more closely unite 

our souls with His will. Jesus’ desert/mountain experience 

should act as a mirror and model for our own Lenten  

journey as well as our journey through life. The season of 

Lent provides men and women of faith with the opportunity 

for passage from the desert to the mountain.  
 

The Samaritan Woman’s Journey  

Last weekend, the third Sunday of Lent, we began an 

exciting journey into the gospel account of St. John. Our 

first stop on this journey was at Jacob’s well and we  

listened as Jesus conversed with the Samaritan woman.  

Jesus’ meeting at the well with the Samaritan woman  

provides men and women of faith with a visual aid for  

understanding the desert/mountain metaphor. Lent offers 

Christians the opportunity of journeying through the desert 

to the mountain in recognizing and experiencing a spiritual 

re-awaking.  



The meeting at the well is no chance encounter. Jesus 

prepared the Samaritan woman to re-discover her faith as 

he subtly invites her to embark on a journey in faith with 

him. John begins the account by telling the reader that it 

was high noon. This is a literary technique that John uses 

throughout his account. It is his way of telling the reader 

that something good is about to take place: faith is about to 

take root. 

 The scene is quite different from what occurred in the 

Garden of Gethsemane, where it is dark and damp. There is 

no light, and the soldiers who come to apprehend Jesus 

must approach with torches, false light. Where there is false 

light, there is no faith, only lies. Evil thrives in the presence 

of lies and untruth.  
 

Jesus: Living Water 

Jesus reveals himself as Living Water. He asks the 

woman for some water. The Samaritan woman expresses 

her surprise, perhaps even intrigue as men and women did 

not converse, especially in the public forum. In addition, 

Jews and Samaritans had a history of discord.  Jesus tells 

the woman that if she really knew who it was that was  

asking for water, it would be she that would be asking him.  

Jesus would then give her Living Water after which she 

would never thirst again. The mere inquiry on the part of 

the woman with regard to Living Water signifies her initial 

steps from the darkness of sin to the acceptance of Light 

and Truth. She is not quite there. Jesus asks the Samaritan 

woman to return home and call her husband. The woman 

responds by telling Jesus that she has no husband. Jesus 

acknowledges her confession and responds by telling the 

woman that she has had five husbands, and the man that she 

is presently living with is not her husband.  

The story of the Samaritan woman provides us with a 

visual aid of the desert/mountain experience. Just as Jesus 

was met with evil and conflict and confronted it head on, 

and just as each of us must do the same; the Samaritan 

woman had to come to terms with her dark past. Once  

invited by Jesus to overcome her sin, the woman emerges 

from her desert and is ready to ascend the mountain where 

God instructs and transforms. For the Samaritan woman, 

the re-discovery of meaning leads to a new purpose for  

living. She becomes a spokesperson in making known 

God’s Word. The Samaritan woman descends the mountain 

and returns to the marketplace to begin her new mission as 

a disciple of the Light, having received Living Water.  
 

The Jug 

John tells the reader that the woman returns home  

without her jug.  Not only did the woman not proceed with 

her initial quest to take water from the well, she also saw no 

need to take the bucket home, as she had received  

nourishment from Jesus for the rest of her life. She received 

Living Water. 
 

Jesus: Light of the World  

        On this fourth Sunday of Lent, Jesus reveals himself 

not as Living Water but as Light. Jesus is the true Light that 

permanently dispels the darkness for men and women of 

faith.  Jesus refers to himself as the Light of the world (John 

9:7).  What kind of light is Jesus speaking about?  The 

evangelist uses the Greek word phos or phosphorus, which 

means light bearing. The moon, for example, having no 

light of its own bears or reflects the light of the sun. In the 

same way, the evangelist wants the reader to understand 

that Jesus illuminates the Father. It is the Light and the 

presence of the Father that shines through Jesus.    
 

Man Born Blind 

The account of the man born blind begins with the  

disciples questioning Jesus as to why the man was stricken 

with blindness. They ask Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents?” (Jn 1-3).  Jesus dispels the Old  

Testament belief that personal transgression results in the 

wrath of God, causing deformity in an individual or in the 

life of one’s offspring. 

 The Jews believed that physical disability resulted 

from sin either by the individual himself or the individual’s 

parents. Jesus assures his apostles that the healing that is 

about to take place will serve to reveal God’s glory.  

Jesus is God’s glory. He is God’s Light. The focus of 

John in recounting this incident is to emphasize that Jesus, 

the long awaited-for Messiah came into the world not for 

the self-righteous but for those in need. Through man’s  

response in faith, God’s Word (Jesus) and God’s Life 

(Jesus) and God’s Light (Jesus) will be revealed. Jesus tells 

his apostles that he must do the work of the one who sent 

him while it is day.  

MARCH 22, 2020 



When man walks in the Light, he does not stumble  

because nothing is hidden from his sight. At night, man’s 

vision is impeded; thus he will stumble and fall. Jesus tells 

his apostles, “Night is coming when no one can work (Jn 

9:4). Note the contrast between night and day and light and 

darkness.  Where there is darkness, there is no faith, only 

evil and untruth. What is about to take place is faith.  

Like the Samaritan woman, the blind man and even  

several bystanders are invited to embark upon a journey in 

faith, where physical blindness will lead not only to the 

physical restoration of sight, it will also result in the ability 

to see through the eyes of faith. This is a story about people, 

some of whom are moving from blindness to sightedness 

while others are going from sightedness to (spiritual)  

blindness. 

Jesus tells his disciples, “While I am in the world, I am 

the Light of the world” (9:10). Jesus spits on the ground 

and rubs mud in the eyes of the blind man.  The smearing of 

mud signifies an anointing. Saliva was thought to have a 

miraculous quality.  The evangelist tells us that Jesus uses 

mud, which symbolizes the fact that man is created from the 

earth. It is not only the anointing with mud that is  

significant here, it is also Jesus’ touch. Jesus touches the 

blind man as he touched so many to whom healing was  

imparted. In his touch, Jesus transmits his Spirit and in  

doing so reawakens the blind man’s spirit.  

The man is then directed by Jesus to wash. As he  

washes, he regains his sight. Just as the Samaritan woman 

began her mission upon experiencing Living Water, the 

blind man now sighted begins his mission as a disciple of 

the Light. Physical sight having been restored, the man’s 

journey from spiritual darkness to Light begins.  

The man born blind is interrogated three times, first by 

his neighbors and then by the Pharisees. Note, that with 

each interrogation, the man’s response as to who Jesus is 

grows stronger. The irony is that as the spiritual sightedness 

of the man born blind increases, the more restricted is the 

sight of the Pharisees and the disciples. They just don’t get 

it, they cannot see beyond themselves and their own  

worldly preoccupations.  

  

At the conclusion of the gospel account, Jesus directs 

his comments to the Pharisees: 

“Jesus says, ‘I came into the world for judgment, so 

that those who do not see might see, and those who do see 

might become blind.’ Some of the Pharisees who were with 

him [Jesus] heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not 

also blind, are we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, 

you would have no sin; but now you are saying, ‘We see,’ 

‘so your sin remains’” (9:39-41).  

The man’s neighbors are the first to inquire as to how 

the man born blind is presently able to see. The neighbors 

are incredulous with both fear and amazement.  They ask 

the man how his eyes were opened. The man answers with 

the first of what will be three responses. He says: 

 “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes 

and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I did and was 

able to see” (9:11).  

The neighbors, however, were not convinced that they 

were hearing the whole truth so rather than drop the subject 

they drag the man before the religious officials.  Like the 

neighbors, the Pharisees begin questioning the man. They 

too were suspicious as to how the man regained his sight on 

the Sabbath. The man repeats what he previously said to the 

neighbors but the Pharisees refuse to listen. Instead of  

focusing on the miracle of sight, they are more concerned 

about the fact that the man’s sight was restored on the  

Sabbath.  
 

Indifference to God’s Word 

When man refuses to listen to God’s Word, he also 

shuts his eyes; thus cannot see Truth. Spiritual blindness 

when it goes unchecked leads to a hardened heart. A heart 

of stone robs the human spirit from grace. When grace  

becomes inoperative in the soul, the human spirit withers.    

In the minds of the Pharisees, the fact that Jesus healed 

on the Sabbath was reason to believe that Jesus could not 

possibly be from God. Yet, the Pharisees continue to be 

divided over the matter because a healing did occur. As a 

result of their discord, the Pharisees decide to question the 

man again. They ask the man who he thinks healed him. 

The man born blind answers: “He is a prophet” (9:17).  

Just as the Samaritan woman began to walk closer to 

the Light, the same is now taking place in the life of the 

man born blind. He too begins to see through the eyes of 

faith by acknowledging that Jesus is someone sent by God. 

As the man’s sightedness leads to an increase in faith, the 

Pharisees who actually possess sightedness are fading 

quickly into darkness. 

People who walk in darkness perpetuate darkness 

because they find comfort and security in darkness.  

Darkness disguises and distorts reality; thus man eventually 

not only avoids and distorts Truth, he also begins to deny it. 

When Light is unobstructed by the darkness, Truth  

emerges; thus evil can no longer flourish but neither is it 

always concealed.  



MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

 

St. Bernadette School Gala 

with auction and raffles 

 

Anthony’s Ocean View 

450 Lighthouse Road 

New Haven, CT 06512 

 

POSTPONED 

 

Tickets are $50.00 per person. 

 

Checks made out to St. Bernadette School.  

 

Tables of 8 and 10 will be reserved.  

More details to follow.   

      The Pharisees find comfort and security in darkness. 

They are unable or perhaps unwilling to see the Light in 

their midst. They attempt to camouflage the Truth by  

creating more darkness. The Pharisees at this point in the 

story are frustrated with the man born blind. They believe 

that the man’s story is outrageous; thus they expose him as 

a fraud. 

The Pharisees begin to debate as to whether the man’s 

story is a lie and concocted for personal fame as well as to 

ridicule the religious authorities. The Pharisees also begin 

to wonder if the man had lied for years, pretending to be 

blind in order to prey on the sympathy of others by begging 

for food and money. Either way, the Pharisees would not 

permit such a man who they considered as being steeped in 

sin to mock the religion, their office or God.  
In order to expose the man as a fraud, the Pharisees 

summon his parents. The parents are frightened by the  

prospect of being expelled from the synagogue; thus they 

refuse to acknowledge the truth concerning the miracle that 

has taken place in the life of their son. Their fear of  

expulsion and public humiliation at the hands of the  

Pharisees prevents the couple from acknowledging Truth. 

They too are far from the Light. 

The third and final scrutiny and the man’s response 

serves as a revelation of his faith, while at the same time 

reinforces the Pharisees’ inability and refusal to believe and 

of their willingness to retreat into permanent darkness. The 

Pharisees once again ask the man for a clarification. Having 

been accused of being a sinner from birth because of his 

blindness, the man tells the Pharisees that he is sure that 

God does not listen to sinners.  

 “If this man [Jesus] were not from God, he would not 

be able to do anything, especially open the eyes of a blind 

man” (9:25).  

Having acknowledged that Jesus is a prophet and sent 

from God, the man is expelled from the synagogue. He then 

comes face to face with Jesus (the mountain experience, 

where Jesus speaks first).  Jesus asks the man, “Do you  

believe in the Son of Man?”  The man responds, “Who is he 

sir that I may believe in him?” (9:35). Jesus responds by 

telling the man, “You have seen him, and the one speaking 

to you now is he” (9-36).  “I do believe, Lord”, responds 

the man.  

Jesus ends his dialogue with the Pharisees by making a 

very powerful statement worth repeating at the conclusion 

of this reflection. In many ways, what Jesus says to the 

Pharisees is an indictment directed to every human being 

who while knowing the Truth fail to embrace it and to live 

it in their relations with others.  

“Then Jesus said, ‘I came into the world for judgment, 

so that those who do not see might see, and those who do 

see might become blind’ (9:39). The Pharisees take  

exception to these words, and Jesus continues, “If you were 

blind you would have no sin; but now you say, ‘We see,’ 

and so your sin remains” (9:41).  

Jesus comes into the world to reveal the Light of Truth 

in the midst of the darkness of sin. The irony is that those 

who became social outcasts at the hands of the Pharisees or 

by the state and are looked upon as sinners are the people 

who see the Light and believe.  The learned doctors and 

those who have the greatest opportunity for acquiring 

knowledge and truth close their eyes and their minds. In 

doing so, they condemn themselves to perpetual darkness. 

This is an account about people who think they see but 

really do not. True sight, according to John consists in  

seeing Jesus. To the extent that we can truly see Jesus, we 

walk in Light and consequently experience the kingdom of 

God in the here and now. Use Lent to see Jesus in your life 

and in the lives of those around you. JNM  
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The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

All Saints Cemetery 
North Haven 
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Mt St Peter Cemetery 
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gift that relieves your family of a difficult decision in the 
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Mausoleum, or Cremation, 
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For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers and Monuments at all our locations!


