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ST. BERNADETTE CHURCH                  New Haven, CT 

Remember to pray for those in the  

hospital, nursing homes, the  

homebound, those battling addiction, 

those touched by violence and the sick 

of our parish especially: Christina  

Meoli, Ed Piazza, Patty Peters, Hank  Luzzi, Father Carter, 

Laura Luzzi, Michelle Smith, Ron Mattei, Angela Riccio, 

Charlene Tantalo, Al Forgione, Gabriella Garrity, Beverly  

Fucci, Gennaro Viscuso, W.D. Merkle, Phyllis Anastasio, 

Cheryl Barbara, William “Billy” Mayer, Carmine DelBasso, 

Laura-Phyllis Esposito, Diana Vitelli O’Brien, Peg Dmytruk, 

Thomas Martino, Meghan Keeney, Thomas Brennan.  

 

Please call the rectory if you  would  like  to  add  or  re-add  a  

name to  this  prayer list. 

The Sanctuary Candle reminds us of the real 

presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. This week the candle 

in the Church burns for the Greater Glory and in memory of: 

Parishioners of St. Bernadette 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

SATURDAY, March 28 - Vigil - 5th Sunday of Lent 

4:00pm                   + The Mahoney Family 

                                by Patricia Mahoney 

SUNDAY, March 29 - 5th Sunday of Lent 

8:00am                   + Mark Gagliardi 

          by Marilyn & Silvio Sagnella 

10:00am                 + Dec’d Mem. of LoRicco Family 

6:00pm                   + Sr. Ann O’Mahoney, Sr. Imelda  

     & Maureen McKennon 

MONDAY, March 30 - Weekday 

8:00am                   + Larry Medin 

          by Friends 

TUESDAY, March 31 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Evelyn Cook 

           by Friends 

WEDNESDAY, April 1 - Weekday 

8:00am                 + Angelo Sordilli 

      by Daughter. Joann & Family 

9:00am        School Mass 

THURSDAY, April 2 - St. Francis of Paola, Hermit 

8:00am                   + Luciano & Mary Morgillo 

FRIDAY, April 3 - Weekday 

8:00am                   + Personal Intentions 

SATURDAY, April 4 - Vigil - Palm Sunday 

4:00pm                   + Donna Tucker 

                                by Family 

SUNDAY, April 5 - Palm Sunday 

8:00am                   + Morro Family 

          by Matt & Judy Gavano 

10:00am                 + Eleanor Onofrio (Anniversary) 

        by Family 

6:00pm                   + Personal Intentions 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Please make up for weekends away. We depend on your 

weekly contributions. Your presence at the  

weekly liturgies and your financial support are  

appreciated. Thank you for your continued support of the 

parish. You make the difference! Thank you! 
 

   Weekly Offertory Goal: $8,500.00 
 

March 22, 2020 

Total Weekly    $0.00 
 

Fuel Collection 

Total Fuel    $0.00 
 

April 4 & April 5 Second Collection:  

Monthly & Palm Sunday 
 

We need your support! 

Thank you for your consistent giving! 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 
Sunday:  Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/ 
  Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/

  Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 8:21-

  30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 
  56/Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:51-
  59 
Friday:  Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/

  Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf.  

  10d]/Jn 11:45-56 

St. Bernadette Church 

Address: 385 Townsend Avenue,  

New Haven, CT 06512 

Phone Number: (203) 467-1007 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 

 

E-Mail: stberndtchurch@sbcglobal.net 

 

Website: www.saintbernadettechurch.org 



 
SUNDAY,  MARCH 29 

 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

 
SUNDAY,  APRIL 5 

 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

MONDAY, MARCH 30 
 
 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

MONDAY, APRIL 6 
 
 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

 
TUESDAY, MARCH 31 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

 
TUESDAY, APRIL 7 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

THURSDAY, APRIL 2 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

THURSDAY, APRIL 9 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

FRIDAY, APRIL 3 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

FRIDAY, APRIL 10 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

SATURDAY, APRIL 4 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

SATURDAY, APRIL 11 
 

 

ALL ACTIVITIES CANCELLED 

MINISTRY & EVENT CALENDAR 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

& SIMPLE SUPPERS HAVE 

BEEN CANCELLED FOR 

THE REMAINDER OF 

LENT. 



From the Pastor’s Pen 

Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D.,Psy.D. 
 

Lazarus and the Gift of Life 

(John 11:1-45) 

          On this fifth Sunday of Lent, St. John takes us to 

Bethany, near Jerusalem to witness yet another miracle  

performed by Jesus. This miracle is focused on the raising 

of Lazarus from the dead.  Unlike the Samaritan woman 

and the man born blind, both of whom Jesus did not know 

prior to his encounter, Lazarus and his sisters, Martha and 

Mary were the best friends of Jesus. 

          Consistent with St. John’s literary technique, the real 

miracle takes place in the faith response of the recipient or 

recipients. In the raising of Lazarus, however, the real  

miracle is not seen in the young man being brought back to 

life. Rather, the miracle is directed to the faith of the sisters 

of Lazarus and the faith of the skeptical onlookers who had 

come to mourn at the tomb.  

          Martha and Mary as well as the Samaritan woman 

and the blind man respond to Jesus’ invitation to embark 

upon a journey in faith as they emerge from their own  

personal deserts and as they emerge into the Light of faith. 

Jesus embodies the Light. The raising of Lazarus merely 

provides the setting in which real faith is re-kindled in the 

lives of the onlookers as they discover the healing presence 

of a tangible God.  
 

The Samaritan Woman  

          Two weeks ago, on the third Sunday of Lent, our 

journey took us to Samaria as we watched and listened as 

Jesus engaged the Samaritan woman in a conversation that 

changed her life forever. The real miracle took place after 

the woman returned to her community. Having received 

Living Water, the woman was then able to communicate to 

the townsfolk that which she had received: Truth in a spirit 

of re-discovered faith in God. 

The Samaritan woman steps out from the darkness of 

her sinful past into the Light of faith. The woman’s brief 

encounter with Jesus, her conversation and her questions 

provide insight into her life in the same way that prayer 

provides insight to our lives. Once discovered, the woman 

is given the necessary graces to act on her re-discovered 

faith; she then becomes an instrument of hope in the lives of 

her friends and neighbors.  

“Many Samaritans from that city believed in him 

[Jesus] because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me  

everything I ever have done’” (John 4:39). 

The woman’s faith response results not only in her  

experience of Living Water, which led her to re-discover 

and to re-kindle her love for God. Her newly cultivated 

faith provides her with a renewed desire for re-discovering 

meaning and a new purpose for living. The Samaritan  

woman’s faith response earned her Discipleship, in contrast 

to the twelve apostles who although more familiar with  

Jesus, did not understand who Jesus really was or the  

purpose of his ministry. 
 

The Man Born Blind 

          Last Sunday on the fourth Sunday of Lent, Jesus  

revealed himself not as Living Water but as Light that  

dispels darkness. This is a darkness that results not only 

from the deprivation of physical sightedness, rather, a  

darkness that seizes the soul; thus, renders man spiritually 

sightless. On the fourth Sunday of Lent, John recounted the 

story of the man who having been blind from birth has his 

physical sight restored because of the strength of his  

faith-based vision.   

          The healing of the man born blind is not only a story 

about the miracle of physical sight and the increase of one 

man’s faith; it also serves as an indictment for those who 

refuse to live their lives with faith and using God as their 

barometer. Such individuals sentence themselves to lives 

lived in the absence of Light and Truth; thus, they take their 

places among the spiritually blind and the living dead.  



          The story of the man born blind focuses our attention 

not so much on the physical condition of being sightless, as 

much as it focuses on the power of one man’s faith whose 

propensity for Truth enables him to see spiritually what 

most who are sighted never see. In other words, the man’s 

physical blindness as John describes it, is secondary to his 

faith response and what eventually becomes a re-kindling 

of his human spirit.  

          The blind man’s restored sight becomes a powerful 

metaphor for what happens when man discovers a  

Jesus-centered meaning to his life; he begins to see himself 

and others through a spiritually-sighted lens.  John  

describes the man’s movement from the state of physical 

sightlessness to sight, while at the same time describing the 

immobile opposition of the Pharisees and the apostles who 

while in possession of their physical sight, remain  

spiritually blind to the Truth.  

          What began as a physical restoration of sight leads to 

the re-discovery of God’s benevolence in and through the 

ministry of the Son. The re-discovery of God’s Life leads to 

the re-kindling of meaning.  Meaning provides man with 

the needed insight into purpose; thus, purpose leads to  

self-transcendence: a doing for others and the re-discovery 

of a new mission in life. Like the Samaritan woman, the 

blind man was sent back into the marketplace as a disciple 

giving witness to the Truth: Jesus is Truth.  
 

Martha, Mary and Lazarus 

          On this Sunday, the fifth Sunday of Lent, Jesus is 

revealed as Life. Those who receive the gift of Life because 

of their belief in Jesus will never die a spiritual death. Life 

for John is equated with eternal life, and eternal life comes 

about as a result of one’s acceptance of Jesus as the  

Incarnate God who is Truth, Living Water and Light. In  

other words, eternal life is bestowed as a reward for  

acknowledging Jesus as the Messiah and God. The 

acknowledgement of such is not withheld until the end of 

man’s earthly existence. Rather, access and experience of 

eternal life are bestowed to man while he lives in the world 

to the degree that he looks at life through a spiritually-

sighted lens.   

When man opens his heart to receive God’s gift of Life 

as was true for the Samaritan woman, the man born blind 

and Martha and Mary, man is given a glimpse of eternal 

life in the here-and-now, as well as the graces that assist 

him on his journey through this life.  
 

The Hidden God 

Once man is in possession of Truth, he begins to look at 

the meaning of his existence in an entirely different way. In 

other words, once man puts on the lens that enables him to 

look at his surroundings defined by his faith in God, he  

begins to view life and others less critically.  

He begins to see that life has meaning despite the crises 

of the moment or the dilemma of the day. Man’s life and 

his life-choices are seen in a new way and actually become 

an extension of a re-discovered faith in something beyond 

himself. Having received a new perspective for living, and 

realizing that the Hidden God within is no longer hidden, 

he then goes forward as a disciple of the Word, having  

embraced a new purpose for living and doing and being. 
 

The Real Miracle 

 For John, the real miracle takes place not with the  

raising of Lazarus. The real miracle takes hold when  

re-discovered faith in God begins to emerge on the part of 

Martha and Mary as well as with the mourners who witness 

Lazarus’ resurrection. The Light of faith, although faint, 

begins to take hold in the lives of the apostles as they begin 

to grapple with the illness of Lazarus and Jesus’ apparent 

refusal to go to Lazarus upon hearing of his death.  
 

The Death of Lazarus 

        The account opens with John indicating that a friend 

of Jesus, named Lazarus is very ill. John is very clear that 

Lazarus and his sisters were very important to Jesus. John 

indicates that Jesus loved the three very much. Although 

the word, love is the same in the English language, John 

describes the love between Jesus and his friends using two 

different Greek words. John indicates that, “The sisters sent 

word to him [Jesus], saying, ‘Master, the one that you love 

(philia) is ill’” (John 11:3).The Greek word philia is  

translated to mean friendship. The Greeks had three  

different words to describe love: 
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Eros is erotic love and is considered the lowest of the 

three kinds of love, suggesting a sexual, physical love.  

Philia is the second kind of love and is translated as 

love that exists between friends; a love that is expressed in 

mutual admiration and respect. It also suggests a caring 

concern for the other. Philia is used to describe the love that 

exists between a parent and a child.   

Agape is the third and highest kind of love, which  

describes a selfless, unconditional love in which there is no 

merit involved for the recipient to receive such love. 

Christ’s death on the cross is a good example of agape. As 

followers of Jesus, each is expected to demonstrate agape 

in his/her relationship with others.  

Egapa is agape used in the past tense. It is used in v. 5 

to describe a deeper and more purposeful love then the 

word agape in the present tense, which is the word that  

Jesus uses to describe his feelings for the sisters and  

Lazarus.  

“Now Jesus loved (egapa) Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus. So, when he [Jesus] heard that he [Lazarus] was 

ill, he remained for two days in the place where he 

was” (John 11:5-6).  

Until we understand the translation of the word egapa, 

in v. 5, the sentence in v. 6 appears awkward; it does not 

logically make sense. Upon hearing the news, why did  

Jesus wait two additional days? Would it not make better 

sense if the sentence read in the following manner: “Now 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, so when he 

[Jesus] heard that he [Lazarus] was ill he left immediately 

to be by Lazarus’ side.” 

At face value, it makes sense that if a loved-one or close 

friend is asking for help by notifying a relative or friend that 

he/she is very ill, the last thing the individual would do is to 

delay getting to the sick person. To say that Jesus loved the 

trio so much that he took his time getting there appears not 

to make sense. Or does it? 

It is no accident that in v. 5, John uses the Greek word 

egapa as opposed to philia, used in v.4. Egapa is translated 

as a higher love; a love that is directed to a higher calling; a 

love that tests one’s faith in preparation for a particular  

calling or a special mission. In other words, God is the 

guiding force here. Not going immediately to the two  

sisters, Martha and Mary was Jesus’ way of preparing the 

sisters to receive from God something far greater than the 

healing or raising of their brother Lazarus.  

Jesus was preparing the women to receive a special 

faith; a faith that would require a response that would reach 

far beyond themselves and affect perspective believers.  

Jesus was preparing them for a faith-response that would 

change their lives forever and the lives of all those who 

would come into contact with them. 

Jesus loves (agape) his children so much. He also loves 

(egapa) his children with a love that patiently nurtures,  

cultivates and promotes insight for re-discovering again and 

again who Jesus really is in relation to who we are and 

where we need to go in our relationship with him and with 

one other.  
 

Something to Ponder 

How often have we consistently prayed for something 

important either for ourselves or for another? The more we 

prayed, the more silent God appeared to be. In the midst of 

what we may have considered to be a Silent or Absent God, 

suddenly without notice or warning, things begin to turn 

around for us.  

Suddenly, out of nowhere, we appear to have strength 

that we never realized we had. Suddenly, we realize that it 

was precisely this re-discovered strength; human nature 

cooperating with God’s grace that enabled us to forge ahead 

and to get us through the darkness into the Light of a  

brand-new day. 

As we look back at such an experience, we realize that 

although we may not have received what we thought we 

needed at the time, somehow, we received so much more. 

Perhaps we were given greater insight into ourselves, our 

needs, desires, responsibilities, etc. Consequently, insight 

may have served as a purposeful indicator for a change in 

attitude or behavior, not only in light of our immediate 

prayer request, but for all our future endeavors. 
 

Apostles Question Jesus 

The episode continues as the apostles press Jesus for answers 

about Lazarus’ sickness.  Jesus tells them that Lazarus is dead, 

but there is hope because Lazarus did not die in vain. “When  

Jesus heard this, he said, ‘This illness is not to end in death but it 

is for the glory of God, that the Son of Man might be glorified 

through it’” (John11:4).   



MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

 

St. Bernadette School Gala 

with auction and raffles 

 

Anthony’s Ocean View 

450 Lighthouse Road 

New Haven, CT 06512 

 

POSTPONED 

 

Tickets are $50.00 per person. 

 

Checks made out to St. Bernadette School.  

 

Tables of 8 and 10 will be reserved.  

More details to follow.   

The “it” here refers to the death of Lazarus. The glory 

of God, which is manifested through Jesus is the hallmark 

of St. John’s theology.  

 “So, then Jesus said to them clearly, ‘Lazarus has 

died, and I am glad for you that I was not there, that you 

may believe’” (John 11:14-15). 

Jesus is described in the above verse as being glorified 

in order that the Father may bring about the  

accomplishment of His will. Jesus is glorified not in the 

sense of being praised by the viewer but rather, it is through 

his healing ministry leading to his death that his  

glorification will be realized. 

Jesus clearly states, “I am glad for you that I was not 

there, that you might believe” (John 11:14-15).   

Believe what? It was as important for the early  

community in the time of John as it is for us who live in the 

21st century to recognize that whoever receives the gift of 

Life in Jesus will never die a spiritual death.  

Life means eternal life…because life lived in Truth is a 

life that reflects Jesus Christ. This is the message of John; it 

is the message of the desert/mountain experience; it is the 

message of our Lenten journey; it is the message of our 

journey through life as a Christian woman and a Christian 

man. JNM  

While Masses have been cancelled, your 

offertory does not have to be! Our parish still 

relies on your weekly offering to maintain 

functions (ex. maintain facilities, pay  

employees and to carry out our mission)  

during this time, as well as the rest of the year. 

You are welcome to still mail your offertory to 

the parish 

FR. MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 

We’ll Get Through These Difficult Days BETTER, 

One moment at a time by placing our trust in God and raising 

our voices and our hands in prayer to a MERCIFUL &  

LOVING GOD. 

***********   *********   *********** 

Although public Masses are not being  

celebrated with congregations, private Masses 

continue to be celebrated by Father Patrick, Fr. 

Zacharias and myself throughout these times. 

Parishioners who have reserved Masses for 

loved-ones can be assured that their Masses 

are being celebrated and their loved-ones  

remembered. JNM  
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FULL SERVICE RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Premium Fuel Oil - Service Contracts - Budget Plans
Sales, Service, Repair, Installations - Heating & AC

 Hamden  203-248-6984

Serving The 
Greater New Haven 
AreaLicensed & Insured

LIC #HTG.0301754-S1 
H.O.D. # 0000534

Eugene W. Harris & Co., 
Wealth Management,* Co.

Financial Services - Insurance - Tax Preparation

Striving to Help people increaSe tHeir 
WealtH and reduce tHeir taxeS

250 STATE STREET
STURBRIDGE COMMONS, UNIT B-1

NORTH HAVEN, CT 06473

203-281-2934
866-801-9307

*Eugene W. Harris, Advisory representative offering securities and advisory 
services through Lincoln Financial Securities, Member SIPC. 

Eugene W. Harris & Co., Wealth Management is not affiliated with 
Lincoln Financial Securities Corporation. 

Directors:
Anne Marie Porto DeLucia

Clement L. DeLucia
Albert M. DeLucia

830 Jones Hill Road
West Haven, CT 06516

(203) 934-5000

PORTO 
FUNERAL HOMES

234 Foxon Road (Rt. 80) / East Haven
203-467-3000

Offering assistance with PRE-planning and PRE-financing
Burials ~ Cremation

Iovanne Funeral Home, Inc.

11 Wooster Place • New Haven

203-865-8961
www.iovanne.com

Clancy-Palumbo
FUNERAL HOME

~ Serving East Haven & New Haven~
43 Kirkham Avenue (Center of East Haven)

203-467-2789 
www.Clancy-PalumboFuneralHome.com

Owner/Director: Chris Palumbo

Celentano
Funeral Home

Providing Dignified Service Since 1926

424 Elm Street, New Haven   203-865-1234

 A Benchmark Senior Living Community
 Independent Living •Assisted Living • Memory Care
 Short Term Respite stay
 See how we’re setting the Benchmark 
 in Senior Living every Day Call us today for a personal tour

111 South Shore Dr., East Haven, CT
203-467-0067 • www.benchmarkseniorliving.com

Hours:
Mon.-Sat.
7am - 8pm
Sun: 8am-6pm

Delivery
and

Catering
Available

P&M’s Famous Deli & Prepared Foods
Fruits & Vegetables • Old World Butcher Shop

721 Orange St., New Haven, CT 
203-865-1147 • www.pmorangemarket.com

WLM CPA & CO LLC
William L. Mainella, CPA & Company LLC

Maria Martorelli Fisk
Mariaf@mainellacpa.com
William L. Mainella

Williamm@mainellacpa.com
50 Cherry St., Ste 102, Milford, CT 06460

203-882-7171

CARL P. PROTA, DMD
Amazing & Affordable 

Dental Care for Everyone
1367 N. High Street, E. Haven
203-468-8007
www.drprota.com

1888 -     “132 YEARS OF DIGNIFIED SERVICE”      - 2020
Conveniently Serving The East Shore Community

Centrally Located at Historic Wooster Square • 592 Chapel Street • New Haven, CT 06511
Neil R. Rapuano, President & Fourth Generation Director/Owner 

(203) 624-3411 • www.marescafuneralhome.com Fully Handicapped Accessible

2 large
piz za’s   for
$19.95

475-234-5955
27 Townsend Ave.

New Haven, CT

ESI - THE ALARM GUYS
Full-service home security and alarm

system installation.  Specializing in fire safety.
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

FROM A LICENSED EXPERT: 203-315-5100 
50 West Main St. Branford  engineeredsystemsllc.com

 KEVIN CUDGMA
 Parishioner

Village Inn
Family Restaurant Diner

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Specials Everyday

203-469-5759 • 699 Main St., East Haven
10% OFF with Coupon

Original Copy Only/No Photocopy Accepted

 Turning 
 65?
 I can help with  
 Medicare.

One-on-one Personalized Service
steven.cudgma@shorelineinsurancect.com

203-433-4969 | www.shorelineinsurancect.com

556 Main St, Branford
Access Health CT Authorized Broker & Representing all the MAJOR CARRIERS

Steven P. Cudgma, CLTC

Quality of Life Through Quality of Care

Tina Masciangelo | ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR

203-469-2316
tmasciangelo@wprnc.com • www.wprnc.com

38 Talmadge Avenue • East Haven

We are Family Owned and Operated

ANDREW M. AMENDOLA
ATTORNEY AT LAW

•  ELDER LAW / WILLS / PROBATE 
OF ESTATE

•  POWER OF ATTORNEY / QUIT 
CLAIM DEEDS

•  Real Estate Closings and Refinances
• Auto Accidents / Personal Injury
•  HOUSE CALLS FOR THE  

HOMEBOUND
•  FREE CONSULTATION
Andrew.Amendola01@snet.net

203-469-5333
591 Thompson Avenue, East Haven

A Journey through 
History, Art & Faith

1 State Street, New Haven 
Open 10-5 daily

kofcmuseum.org
203-865-0400

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING

The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

All Saints Cemetery 
North Haven 
203-239-2557 

Mt St Peter Cemetery 
Derby 

203-735-8026

St Lawrence Cemetery 
West Haven

203-624-3980

Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving 
gift that relieves your family of a difficult decision in the 

midst of their grief. Whether a Traditional Grave, 
Mausoleum, or Cremation, 

let our caring team of Family Service
Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.

www.ccacem.org

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers and Monuments at all our locations!


