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Remember to pray for those in the  
hospital, nursing homes, the  
homebound, those battling addiction, 
those touched by violence and the sick 
of our parish especially: Christina  

Meoli, Ed Piazza, Patty Peters, Hank  Luzzi, Father Carter, 
Laura Luzzi, Michelle Smith, Ron Mattei, Angela Riccio, 
Charlene Tantalo, Al Forgione, Gabriella  
Garrity, Beverly  Fucci, Gennaro Viscuso, W.D. Merkle,  
Phyllis Anastasio, Cheryl Barbara, William “Billy” Mayer, 
Carmine DelBasso, Laura-Phyllis Esposito, Diana Vitelli 
O’Brien, Peg Dmytruk, Thomas Martino, Meghan Keeney, 
Thomas Brennan.  
 

Please call the rectory if you  would  like  to  add  or  re-add  a  

The Sanctuary Candle reminds us of the real 
presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. This week the candle 
in the Church burns for the Greater Glory and in memory of: 
Paul Vaccaro, Jr. by Meme 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
SATURDAY, April 11 - Vigil - Holy Saturday 
8:00pm                   + Easter Vigil 
SUNDAY, April 12 - Easter Sunday 
8:00am                   + Michael Morgillo (Birthday) 
          by Family 
10:00am                 + DeRosa & DiAdamo Family 
        by Children 
6:00pm                   + Personal Intentions 
MONDAY, April 13 - Easter Monday 
8:00am                   + Ralph & John, Jr. Borelli 
          by Anastasio Family 
TUESDAY, April 14 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Antonio Sanzo & Maria Sestito 
           by Family 
WEDNESDAY, April 15 - Weekday 
8:00am                 + Personal Intentions 
9:00am        School Mass 
THURSDAY, April 16 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Liv. & Dec’d Family & Friends of  
           Campbell & Parlato Family 
           by Family 
FRIDAY, April 17 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Personal Intentions 
SATURDAY, April 18 - Vigil - Divine Mercy Sunday 
4:00pm                   + Frank “Terry” Ferraiolo 
         by Wife, Children & Grandchildren 
SUNDAY, April 19 - Divine Mercy Sunday 
8:00am                   + Dorothy Trotta (Birthday Rem.) 
          by Bruce & Doreen Lesage 
10:00am                 + Dec’d Members of LoRicco Family 
6:00pm                   + Patrick J. McManus 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

With public Masses cancelled, please continue to  
support the parish. We need your support as the  

operations continue on a daily basis. In addition, we 
want to continue to pay our loyal staff. Please  

mail-in your contributions.  Online giving  is now  
possible at our website: saintbernadettechurch,org 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 
  22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 
  20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10   
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 
  9-10, 11 [1]/Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 
  22 [5b]/Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 
  [3b]/Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 
  [2ab]/Lk 24:35-48 
Friday:  Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2 and 4, 22-24, 
  25-27a [22]/Jn 21:1-14 

 
 

St. Bernadette Church 
Address: 385 Townsend Avenue,  

New Haven, CT 06512 
Phone Number: (203) 467-1007 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 
 

E-Mail: stberndtchurch@sbcglobal.net 
 

Website: www.saintbernadettechurch.org 



EASTER SUNDAY 



From the Pastor’s Pen 
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D.,Psy.D. 

 
“I am the true vine; you are the branches” (John 15:1-8) 

& 
A New Commandment: 

“Love One Another” 
 John 13:31-35 

& 
The Greatest Commandment: 

 “Love Never Fails”  
Matthew 22:34-40  

 
        As we begin the Easter Season, we listen as the early Church 
reflected on the relationship between Jesus and his disciples as 
well as Jesus and the Father. We spent several weeks reflecting on 
the Gospel according to St. John and we listen to Jesus speaking 
of his relationship to his disciples using a beautiful metaphor of 
vine and branches. Jesus says that he is the true vine and we, his 
disciples are the branches (John 15:1-8). Just as the vine can  
neither produce fruit or even exist when disconnected from the 
vine, neither can the disciple exist apart from Jesus.  
 
Love and Respect 
        Just as love and respect must be the Hallmark of any good 
human relationship, so it is with the disciple’s relationship with 
Jesus. Jesus raises the bar by saying to his disciples then and now: 
“I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you also should love one another” (John 13:34). 

        What is “new” about the directive from Jesus to love? Its 
newness lies in its definition. To understand what Jesus truly 
meant by this instruction, we must revisit the word love. 

        We have spent significant time in reflecting on the Greek use 
of the word love. St. John was influenced by Greek philosophy. 
This influence can be seen in John’s use of love (agape) in his 
reference to the “new commandment.”  

Another Look at Agape 

        Agape for the Greeks represented the highest and the most 
admirable form of love. Agape includes in its definition,  
unconditional acceptance and reverence for another. It is  
everything that philia is and more. Agape is the perfect kind of 
Love because it is this kind of Love that is associated with  
selflessness and self-sacrificing deeds with absolutely no need for 
reciprocity. In other words, agape drives one to attend to the 
needs of the other without self-serving motives. Agape never  
expects to be rewarded in its execution. It is the kind of love that 
is received without merit and is totally unearned. This is the kind 
of Love that God imparted to His creation.  

· This is the kind of Love that Jesus demonstrated in his  
relationship to his disciples.  
· This is the kind of Love with which Jesus embraced the 
sick, possessed and the broken individuals who sought him 
out for healing and wholeness. 
· This is the kind of Love that Jesus invites his 21st century 
disciples to demonstrate in their relationships with both 
friend and foe.  
· This is the kind of Love that enabled Jesus to endure his 
bloody passion and eventual crucifixion.   
· This is the kind of Love that sets followers of Jesus apart 
from the rest of the world. 

        In John’s Gospel, Jesus says, “This is how the world will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one  
another” (13:35).  
        Such a powerful statement and with its power comes the 
responsibility to live up to and live out the reality of Discipleship. 
Each Christian is called by nature of his/her baptism to “keep the 
flame of faith alive in his/her heart.” This flame of faith is none 
other than the Love of God given freely and without personal 
merit through Jesus Christ. It is this love that must be  
demonstrated and kept alive in relationships with all others.  



Call to Discipleship 
        It becomes a daily challenge to embrace the call to  
Discipleship and to demonstrate the compassionate mercy of  
Jesus even during the unexpected trials and tribulations of daily 
living. Followers of Jesus are called to transcend the obstacles of 
human nature by drawing upon God’s grace and the assurance 
that with His love everything is possible. 
        In the midst of a world that has become indifferent and  
perhaps, even anesthetized in its recognition of the dignity of  
human life and the reverence deserving of every human being, it 
is far too easy to become self-absorbed with emotional hurts that 
result from either perceived injustices or actual losses.  
        Self-absorbed thoughts, too often perpetuate self-destructive 
behaviors that insulate the soul from receiving and accepting 
God’s healing grace. Jesus’ disciples in the 21st century are given 
a higher calling: “Love one another, as I have loved you.”  
 

The Call to Unconditional Love 
Post-modern disciples are called to live the Good News and 

to become an extension of the Risen Lord. This includes the  
treatment of others with unconditional love and reverence. Man is 
called to pursue and to demonstrate that type of Love (agape) that 
is creative, healing and constructive.  

Unlike the highest form of human love whereby man seeks 
self-perfection in what is noble and physical, agape comes from 
God to each of us through Jesus Christ. It is a Love that is  
unmerited, unconditional and unrestrictive. Agape knows neither 
limitations nor boundaries and can only be thwarted by a  
hardened heart or an unreceptive soul.  

Agape seeks nothing in return; it is neither merited nor  
deserved. The only prerequisite for its reception is an accessible 
human spirit that yearns for wholeness and completeness; healing 
that can never be found in the world.   

 

St. Matthew and Love 
John’s account of the “new commandment” goes hand and 

hand with Matthew’s gospel account of Jesus’ response to the  
inquiring scribe who questions Jesus with regard to the “greatest 
commandment” (22:36-39).  

Once again, Jesus is presumably set up by the Pharisees who 
send a scribal lawyer to trick Jesus. The young man wants Jesus to 
tell him which teaching in the entire Torah is of greatest  
importance. Jesus does something, which is truly incredible. He takes 
two parts of the Torah and combines them into a single statement:  

· Love of God (Deuteronomy 6:5) 
· Love of neighbor (Leviticus 19:18).  

 
Quoting from Deuteronomy 6:5, Jesus says:  

“You must love the Lord your God, with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second resembles it: You must love your  
neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-40).  

Jesus places the love of God side-by-side with the love of 
neighbor; thus, demonstrating that one is not possible without the 
other. In addition, Jesus goes on to tell the young scribe that these 
two commandments are not only of great importance, they  
actually encompass the entire Torah. 

As was true in John’s account, Matthew uses the Greek word 
agape in Jesus’ response to the young scribe. The type of love that 
Jesus expects from his disciples is also described by Paul in his Letter 
to the Corinthians in which Paul says: “Brothers and sisters, strive 
[as you will] eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. But I will show 
you still, a more excellent way” (I Corinthians 12:31).   

The “more excellent way” about which Paul speaks is the 
way of Love. The true mark of the follower of Jesus is seen in his/
her ability to Love. In the absence of Love (agape), man  
accomplishes nothing that really counts in life. Paul lists the  
characteristics of Love:  

à “Love is patient,  
à love is kind,  
à it’s not jealous,  
à it’s not pompous,  
à it is not inflated,  
à it is never rude,  
à it does not seek its own interests, 
à it’s not quick-tempered,  
à it does not brood over injury,  
nor does it rejoice over wrongdoings. 
à Rather, love rejoices with the truth.  
à Love bears all things,  
à it hopes all things,  
à it endures all things; 
à Love (agape) never fails” (I Corinthians 13:1-7). 

 
Is Love Simple? 
       Paul makes the practice of Love and loving appear so simple 
and matter-of-fact. As we look at post-modern society, we often 
do not see people who either convey or demonstrate the kind of 
Love about which Paul speaks. When we happen to catch a 
glimpse of Love in action, from time-to-time, or hear about Love, 
all too often, it is associated with the soap opera image of desire 
and lust that seeks only pleasure and is short-lived.     

“Love never fails,” says Paul. Such a strong statement  
coming from Paul who sounds so certain. And yet, are we not as 
certain that Love does appear to fail each time we witness man’s 
inhumanity toward man; each time a marriage fails; each time a 
child is abused or neglected; each time a hate crime is committed; 
each time God is left out of His creation?  

Could it be that Paul was naive with regard to love gone bad, 
or could it be that Paul lived in a perfect society? Or rather, could 
it be that failed love and lovelessness result from a situation or an 
experience in which authentic Love (agape) never really existed? 
The last statement is of course what Paul is telling his listeners.   

The type of Love that lasts is that type of Love that is  
unconditional, selfless and never expects repayment. It is the kind 
of Love that keeps giving even when it hurts to give. It’s the kind 
of Love that is never misunderstood for passionate or erotic love. 
It is the type of Love that seeks only to build up, create, heal and 
make whole. It is agape.  

 
An Invitation From Jesus 
       Both the gospel account of John for this fifth Sunday in  
Easter and Jesus’ message to the young scribe in Matthew’s  
account are presented as an invitation to 21st century disciples. 
Jesus extends this invitation to each of us, which, if not heeded 
will become an indictment:  

APRIL 12, 2020 



        “I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you also should love one another. This is how 
all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:34-35). 
 

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second is like it: you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39). 

 
Embracing real Love (agape) is the challenge for 21st century 

Christians. It means that each is called to strive for truth and to 
refuse to settle for those aspects of life that lead to compromise 
and complacency. Disciples in the 21st century, you and I, must 
diligently strive to live the Good News and in doing so, to make 
the Word of God a testimony to how we live our lives.  

 
Loving Neighbor 

To Love one’s neighbor as one loves God and self means that 
men and women of faith approach others with the conscious 
recognition that all people are created in the image and likeness of 
God and as such are deserving of unconditional respect and  
reverence. The individual who truly loves Jesus will instinctively 
strive to create an environment in his/her life where values based 
on truth, charity, honesty and justice take root, and become the 
hallmark of one’s behavior. 

The Great Commandments about which Jesus speaks consist 
of the whole and entire gospel message. To keep Jesus’  
commandments means that the true disciple is one who loves  
Jesus and demonstrates this love by fulfilling the message of the 
Gospel. Such a person walks in the Light of Truth and  
consequently, radiates Life; a life that reflects the presence of  
Jesus; he who abides within man’s soul. God through Jesus dwells 
in the midst of goodness. Therefore, where goodness lives and is 
perpetuated, there one will find the presence of Jesus.  

For those who refuse to listen to God’s Word, or to  
observe the commandments of Jesus, there is no Light. Such  
individuals shun the Light and embrace darkness. Where there is 
darkness, there is death and where there is death, man experiences 
emptiness; the absence of the divine presence.  

Gospel of Death 
When St. John Paul II visited the United States in 1979, he 

warned Americans about embracing what he referred to as the 
“gospel of death.”  The presence of greed and dishonesty and 
immorality lead the follower of Jesus away from the Gospel of 
Life.  Darkness gives rise to and perpetuates self-seeking and  
consequently, short-lived egocentric types of reinforcements, all 
of which give birth to a gospel of materialism, secularism and 
nihilism.  

Too much time spent in the darkness leads to what Benedict 
XVI coined as “an American Secularism.” Darkness has the  
tendency to diminish truth, Gospel Truth because it cannot be 
distinguished nor separated from other perceived human values. 
In man’s desire to have it all, and in his belief that he can attain it 
all, he has reduced religion and Gospel Truth to one value among 
others; thus, in doing so, man has reduced his need for God to the 
lowest common denominator.  
        All, however, is not gloom and doom because we are Easter 
people. Jesus has made all things new by dying and rising from 
the dead. Easter is Jesus’ victory over sin and death. To the  
degree that we embrace the Easter reality, to that degree, we  
participate in an enduring and ever-present experience of Jesus as 
he lives in the here and now. JNM  

Your parish support continues to be  
extremely important during this time when our 
churches are closed. The daily operations of the 
parish are ongoing even though our parish staff 
may be working from home. Our staff as well as the 
utilities need to be paid even though the income 
through weekly collections is nonexistent. Please, if 
possible, remember your weekly support, which 



FATHER MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 
Keep Easter Joy in Every Day 

“May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace in  
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 

 Despite what we as a nation and as a world are  
experiencing, this time of the year brings with it a special joy. 
Or at least it should! As Christians, it is actually hard not to 
respond as we reflect upon the Holy Week services and  
experience once again, the last week of Jesus’ life on earth; 
even if this was only possible as part of a virtual audience.   

There is something electric about reflecting upon Jesus’ 
final meal with his apostles; men with whom he had spent the 
last three years and who he had grown to love. We watch and 
listen to the response of Peter as Jesus makes his way around 
the table to wash the feet of his apostles and then moments 
later apprehended by the soldiers in the garden and taken to 
the Jewish authorities where his trials and tribulations would 
climax.   

As Christians, we mourn the death of Jesus on Good 
Friday and then experience new life, which Jesus’  
resurrection brings to the Church and to our personal lives on 
Easter Sunday; even if this Easter Sunday “new life” is  
defined in a different way. Perhaps, this year the miracle of 
Easter will provide men and women of faith with an  
opportunity to discover or re-discover meaning in those  
aspects of their individual lives that having been given to 
them by God have to often been taken for granted or viewed 
as something merited: health, financial security, freedom, 
family, friends who actually care, faith.  
        Too often, however, the joy of Easter fades quicker than 
the Easter lilies that decorate the altar in the church. The 
challenge to each of us is to keep the joy of Easter alive 
throughout the entire year! How can we do this? The answer 
lies in the three virtues of our Catholic faith: Faith, hope and 
love.  

Easter does not end on Easter Sunday. Rather, it begins 
at the Easter Vigil and continues for 50 days until the feast of 
Pentecost. In other words, every Sunday is like a little Easter 
because we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Remembering 
this is a great way to increase our faith and retain Easter joy 
beyond Easter Sunday and beyond the feast of Pentecost.  

 
MASS ATTENDANCE ON SUNDAY,  

When our churches reopen for public worship, start a 
new tradition by striving to attend Mass on a weekly basis if 
you are already not doing so. Re-discover meaning in your 
faith that will drive you to a desire to celebrate your faith on a 
weekly basis in church at Mass with others who want to  
celebrate their faith with you and with your family. What a 
great way to prepare for a brand-new week!  

As busy as we all are or would like to be, we do make time 
to engage in those activities that we find meaningful and  
enjoyable. Re-discover meaning in those behaviors and  
activities that have a value for living a productive life; choices 
made that will inevitably become a permanent source of  
nourishment in your lives and in the lives of your children.  
This will lead to permanent happiness even when personal 
freedoms are curtailed through no fault of our own. 

Keep Easter joy alive in your hearts by learning what 
these few weeks thus far might have taught each of us about 
making time for things that really matter.  

 
PRACTICE FAITH AS A FAMILY 

 As difficult as it is with busy schedules, take the time to 
worship and pray as a family. Start with the basics: Grace 
before meals. This is so very important particularly for  
children. Encourage children of all ages to remember their 
prayers before bed and upon raising the next morning.  
Parents should pray with their little ones, reminding them of 
how much Jesus loves them.  

Make time to attend Mass as a family. Reflect 
together on the readings or the homily over the 
supper table. Discuss how your experience at  
weekend Mass can help you as a family deepen 
your faith in God, view minor setbacks with less 
anxiety, maintain a level of joy and even peace  
despite the many responsibilities on your plate. 
Strive to keep the Easter Message of the empty tomb 
alive in your heart as you face your day-to-day  
obligations and in doing so, you will keep Jesus at 
the center of your lives. JNM  
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CARL P. PROTA, DMD
Amazing & Affordable 

Dental Care for Everyone
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www.drprota.com

1888 -     “132 YEARS OF DIGNIFIED SERVICE”      - 2020
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Full-service home security and alarm
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•  ELDER LAW / WILLS / PROBATE 
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•  Real Estate Closings and Refinances
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•  HOUSE CALLS FOR THE  

HOMEBOUND
•  FREE CONSULTATION
Andrew.Amendola01@snet.net

203-469-5333
591 Thompson Avenue, East Haven

A Journey through 
History, Art & Faith

1 State Street, New Haven 
Open 10-5 daily

kofcmuseum.org
203-865-0400

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING

The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

All Saints Cemetery 
North Haven 
203-239-2557 

Mt St Peter Cemetery 
Derby 

203-735-8026

St Lawrence Cemetery 
West Haven

203-624-3980

Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving 
gift that relieves your family of a difficult decision in the 

midst of their grief. Whether a Traditional Grave, 
Mausoleum, or Cremation, 

let our caring team of Family Service
Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.

www.ccacem.org

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers and Monuments at all our locations!


