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Remember to pray for those in the  
hospital, nursing homes, the  
homebound, those battling addiction, 
those touched by violence and the sick 
of our parish especially: Christina  
Meoli, Ed Piazza, Patty Peters, Hank  

Luzzi, Father Carter, Laura Luzzi, Michelle Smith, Ron Mattei, 
Angela Riccio, Charlene Tantalo, Al Forgione, Gabriella  
Garrity, Beverly  Fucci, Gennaro Viscuso, W.D. Merkle,  
Phyllis Anastasio, Cheryl Barbara, William “Billy” Mayer, 
Carmine DelBasso, Laura-Phyllis Esposito, Diana Vitelli 
O’Brien, Peg Dmytruk, Thomas Martino, Meghan Keeney, 
Thomas Brennan 
Please call the rectory if you  would  like  to  add  or  re-add  a  
name to  this  prayer list. 

The Sanctuary Candle reminds us of the real 
presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. This week the candle 
in the Church burns for the Greater Glory and in memory of: 
Lisa Ciocca by Mom 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
SATURDAY, April 18 - Vigil - Divine Mercy Sunday 
4:00pm                   + Frank “Terry” Ferraiolo 

        by Wife, Children & Grandchildren 
SUNDAY, April 19 - Divine Mercy Sunday 
8:00am                   + Dorothy Trotta (Birthday Rem.) 

         by Bruce & Doreen Lesage 
10:00am                 + Dec’d Members of LoRicco Family 
6:00pm                   + Patrick J. McManus 
MONDAY, April 20 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Larry Medin 

         by Friends 
TUESDAY, April 21 - St. Anselm 
8:00am                   +  

          by  
WEDNESDAY, April 22 - Earth Day 
8:00am                 +  
9:00am        School Mass 
THURSDAY, April 23 - St. George & St. Adalbert 
8:00am                   +  

          by  
FRIDAY, April 24 - St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen 
8:00am                   +  
SATURDAY, April 25 - Vigil - 3rd Sunday of Easter 
4:00pm                   + Mary & Salvatore Ferraiolo 

        by Daughter-in-Law 
SUNDAY, April 26 - 3rd Sunday of Easter 
8:00am                   + Agatha Baldini (Anniversary) 

         by Family 
10:00am                 + Dominic A. DeCola, Jr. (Anniversary) 

         by DeCola Family 
6:00pm                   + Lisa Ciocca (Anniversary) 

      by Mom 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

With public Masses cancelled, please continue to  
support the parish. We need your support as the  

operations continue on a daily basis. In addition, we 
want to continue to pay our loyal staff. Please  

mail-in your contributions.  Online giving is now  
possible at our website: saintbernadettechurch,org 

 
Thank you to the many of you who have been so  

generous and responsive in these difficult times, so far 
we have received $5,249.00 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 
  [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31  
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 
  11d]/Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/
  Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
  [7a]/Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-
  20 [7a]/Jn 3:31-36 
Friday:  Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf.  
  4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/
  Mk 16:15-20 

 
 

St. Bernadette Church 
Address: 385 Townsend Avenue,  

New Haven, CT 06512 
Phone Number: (203) 467-1007 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 
 

E-Mail: stberndtchurch@sbcglobal.net 
 

Website: www.saintbernadettechurch.org 
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From the Pen of Fr. M.  

Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy.D. 
 

The Post Resurrection Church 

        The late Father John Macquarrie, an Episcopal priest and theologian wrote a 
book entitled Christian Unity and Christian Diversity, an interesting and  
fascinating book for reflection especially during the Easter Season. Throughout 
the weeks that follow Easter Sunday, the scriptures describe the development of 
the early Church, especially the growth of faith among those who made a  
conscious decision to follow Jesus by the repentance of their sins and by the  
reception of Baptism.  
        Fr. Macquarrie makes the point that the Church from its inception has always 
been characterized by both unity and diversity. Faith in Jesus Christ has been, and 
continues to be the source and foundation of unity among believers. As the early 
Church began to organize itself and to develop its doctrine, unity gave rise to 
diversity and division, not only within individual communities but collectively 
from one community to another.  
       Consequently, what appeared to be a unity established by Jesus himself  
during the first few centuries began to become fragmented. Fr. Macquarrie makes 
the point that New Testament scholarship has shattered the supposition that there 
ever existed an original, clear and unified Deposit of Faith.  
 
Deposit of Faith 
        What is meant by a Deposit of Faith? The Church has always maintained that 
Jesus left with his apostles a basic teaching. This teaching or belief system had its 
origin in the Old Testament. We know that much of Jesus’ teaching is taken from 
the Old Testament prophets, advanced by Jesus and made more relevant for the 
people of his day. Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament.  

       Fr. Macquarrie does not deny that a basic teaching was left behind by Jesus, 
but does agree that this basic teaching throughout the ages has been expanded 
upon and reinterpreted, without compromising belief in the Christ Event. It is 
important that we do not lose sight of the fact that despite the divisions that have 
resulted from diversity throughout the ages, the Church has never been reduced to 
extinction. 
       As early as the first century, a multitude of interpretations regarding Jesus 
Christ began to surface among the various Christian communities, in the  
anticipation of what the early Church thought to be the imminent return of Jesus. 
The various explanations surrounding the person, mission and ministry of Jesus of 
Nazareth resulted in conflicting notions as to what one needed as a prerequisite for 
embracing the New Covenant. 
       The early Church began deciding who should and should not be counted 
among the elect. The early Church’s confession of faith based upon belief in Jesus 
Christ as Lord has been the foundation upon which the unity of the Church has 
been preserved throughout the centuries. One’s belief in Jesus Christ, actualized 
through Baptism continues to be that link that unites all Christian churches and is 
the mark of distinction for the Christian.  
 
Early Church Conflict 
        The early community of believers struggled with the plurality of conflicting 
theologies as early as the first century. Suddenly, Baptism and the renunciation of 
sin were no longer enough. For example, many including St. Paul maintained that 
converts to Christianity should first be circumcised.  Paul maintained that the 
Greeks like the Jewish converts to Christianity should in fact be circumcised prior 
to becoming Christians. Peter, however, maintained that it was not necessary for 
non-Jewsto become Jewish or to follow Jewish customs as a  
prerequisite for becoming a Christian. 
       “And after there had been much debate, Peter rose and said to them,  
Brethren, you know that in the early days God made choices among you that by 
my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. And God 
who knows the heart bore witness to them and gave them the Holy Spirit just as he 
did to us; and he made no distinction between us and them. Now therefore, why do 
you make trial of God by putting a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which 
neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear” (Acts 15: 7-11).  

The Presence of Holy Spirit 
        As believing Christians, we must not lose sight of the fact that from the very 
beginning, the Holy Spirit was at work in the early Church. Individuals like St. 
Peter saw himself in the role of defender of the One True Faith and of the One 
True Body of believers as it had been intended by Jesus. From the very beginning, 
the first Christians accepted and incorporated diversity and plurality into what 
they believed to be the One Body of Christ.  In doing so, the early Church leaders 
invoked the powers of the Holy Spirit and prayed for guidance and truth.    
       Unity, together with diversity is actually a vital part of the Church, especially 
in our twenty-first century world, if the Church is to continue to grow and minister 
to its people with a level of effectiveness and credibility. Yet, diversity and  
plurality must not result in the types of divisions that we saw as a result of the 
Reformation, which occurred 500 hundreds years ago. Father Macquarrie  
contends that the only meaningful unity in the Church in the twenty-first  
century will be one that gathers all people together: “All the enriching diversities 
of the various Christian traditions.” 
 

Plurality vs. Diversity 
        Plurality in the twenty-first century need not result in division because  
plurality can and must strive toward unity. After the Reformation, the Church was 
splintered and torn apart resulting in divisions that gave rise to denominationalism 
which gave expression to a new pluralism. The consequence of this new pluralism 
led to centuries of angry and bitter disputes as battle lines among denominations 
were drawn in a tireless effort on the part of each to hold fast to their own  
individual creeds and traditions. 
       According to Father Macquarrie, the real enemy of diversity is not necessarily 
division. Rather, it is love-less-ness and bitterness, both of which have  
characterized the relationships within denominations and among the different 
denominations. At the present time, the Catholic Church in America is seeing 
much anger and bitterness among Catholics whose parish churches are closing 
and/or merging with nearby parishes as result of changing demographics and 
diminishing parish census. Instead of viewing such change as an opportunity for 
strengthening the Catholic presence in a given community and becoming a  
partnership, Catholics often view these changes as a sense of loss; thus are  
retaining a them against us position.  
 

Conservatives vs. Liberals 
        The Catholic Church also continues to experience tension between  
conservatives, or more traditional Catholics and liberals, or more progressive 
members of the flock; both side believing that they are marching under the banner 
of truth, while the real needs in ministering to God’s people go unnoticed and 
unmet. Father Macquarrie maintains that ecumenism must be directed to unity; a 
unity that is realized among all the Christian churches that espouse to the same 
belief in Jesus Christ. It must also be a unity that is directed to the betterment of 
humankind. 
        The divisions that exist within the Church today result from neither  
religious nor dogmatic differences. Rather, they are political, economic and  
cultural in nature. This is threatening the future of the human race and of  
mainstream religion as we know it. It is precisely to these issues that the various 
denominations must look to reconcile if real and lasting healing is to occur. We 
are our brothers’ and sisters’ keeper whether we choose to recognize this fact or 
not. 
        That which is lacking in the Church today is a genuine attempt to evangelize, 
not necessarily by hammering Catholic dogma into the lives of those who are 
considered to be un-churched or un-saved, but rather, the ability to meet people 
where they are at: psychologically, emotionally and spiritually, and to address the 
actual everyday quandaries that have little to do with dogma, but everything to do 
with the ability or the desire to follow Jesus Christ. 
        Programs that help the homeless, the elderly, the unemployed and those who 
are abandoned by loved ones as a result of pregnancy, AIDS or mental illness are 
our link to unifying the castaways and bringing the Good News to receptive ears. 
It is only my reconciling humankind that we can hope to unite the different  
denominations, notby imposing yet another structure, but by incorporating the 
different theologies under its one founder: Jesus Christ. 
        Ecumenical dialogue must strive harder in discovering the wealth of  
diversity, which has its roots in, and flows from belief in the one God who is the 
object of worship in all the various denominations. Each church must bring their 
traditions and their histories to the forefront in order to establish common ground 
on which positive discussions can develop. It is only by honest and open  
discussion that truth can and will emerge, but not, however, in an attempt to  
establish a consensus, but as a means of achieving a hierarchy of common ground 
in order to arrive at a deeper meaning of the one faith. 
        Too often, positive discussion has ceased when a consensus has been 
reached; thus the theological quest for deeper meaning has also ceased; thus  
resulting in the creation of yet another religious bureaucracy that resembles yet 
another monolithic religion from the past. 
        In our all too secular twenty-first century world, the new structure for the 
Church is one that must be modeled by the Blessed Trinity; a model of church that 
would neither divide the substance nor compound dissimilarity. For too long, the 
various denominations have attempted to hold fast to their particular dogmas and 
traditions at the expense of honest and open dialogue. There needs to emerge a 
church that would be visibly one, yet a church that allows for the maximum of 
diversity among its component traditions and individuals. It is only by addressing 
difference that unity can take root and consequently, most perfectly reflect the 
ministry and mission of Jesus Christ. JNM 



From the Pastor’s Pen 
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D.,Psy.D. 

 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

Second Sunday of Easter 
John 20:19-31 

        On this the second Sunday in the Easter Season, 
the Church focuses attention on the love and infinite 
mercy of Jesus. St. John’s gospel account describes 
Jesus’ appearance to his disciples who had locked 
themselves in a small room, hidden from the world for 
fear that the Jews and Romans would imprison and 
possibly kill them (John 20:19-31). This is Jesus’ first 
meeting with his disciples as a group since they left 
him; abandoned him in the Garden of Gethsemane on 
the night prior to his crucifixion. This first Sunday  
after Easter is called Divine Mercy Sunday, which has 
been instituted at the request of Jesus, himself, due to 
the faith experience of Sister Mary Faustina Kowalska, 
a Polish-born member of the Congregation of the  
Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy. 
 
Divine Mercy & Sister Faustina 
        Sister Mary Faustina was born in Glogowie,  
Poland in 1905 to a poor peasant family. One of ten 
children, Mary Faustina worked outside the home at an 
early age as a maid and housekeeper to help with the 
financial support of the family. Mary Faustina was also 
a very devout child and at an early age appears to have 
developed an appreciation and a desire for cultivating 
a spiritual bond with Jesus. She loved to pray and 
spent hours throughout her day contemplating the love 
and the mercy of Jesus as she went about her daily 
chores. Perhaps, this is the reason that God chose Mary 
Faustina to convey to the Church and to the world, the 
message of Divine Mercy.  

        Mary Faustina entered religious life in the  
Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy on 
August 1, 1925. She would spend the remainder of her 
brief life serving the needs of the community as a 
cook, gardener and porter. Mary Faustina lived a life 
of humble service, silently laboring for the good of the 
community in spite of her agonizing, yet silent  
suffering due to physical pain, which she freely  
accepted and endured.  
        Throughout her years, Mary Faustina was the  
recipient of numerous visions from Jesus who  
entrusted this young devout nun with a three-fold  
mission: (1) to remind the world about the compassion 
and mercy of Jesus; (2) to instruct the faithful and  
especially those who had lapsed in their faith to return 
to the Lord and to embrace his mercy; (3) to promote 
devotion to the mercy of Jesus by reminding others of 
the need to acquire a child-like trust in God by their 
demonstration of mercy and love toward their  
neighbor. 
        Mary Faustina was instructed by her spiritual  
director to keep a journal; thus, it is in her own words 
that the Church and eventually the world would come 
to know God’s desire for mankind. According to 
Faustina, it was the will of God that mankind would 
embrace His mercy, and once again begin trusting in 
His unfailing love. After one particular appearance of 
Jesus, Faustina records the words of the Lord who  
informed her that, “The souls who spread the honor of 
my mercy, I will shield through their entire life and at 
the hour of death, I will not be a judge for them, but 
the Merciful Savior” (III.20-21). 



Divine Mercy Sunday 

It was the desire of Jesus that Sister Faustina  
convey to a world steeped in sin and mistrust, the  
unfailing mercy of Jesus and of his desire that all  
mankind including his priests and bishops begin to 
trust in him. Divine Mercy is neither new nor is it  
novel. The Divine Mercy of the Lord forms the basic 
message of the New Testament and most particularly 
the writings of the four evangelists.  

In his desire for devotion to his Divine Mercy, 
Jesus also indicated to Faustina that the Sunday  
immediately following Easter must be designated as 
Mercy Sunday. In addition, it was the desire of Jesus 
that the Gospel of St. John 20:19-31 be proclaimed. 
This particular episode in John’s account describes  
Jesus’ unexpected visit to his eleven Apostles; this  
being his first appearance to them in bodily form since 
his resurrection. The account describes a  
compassionate and forgiving Lord who seeks not  
retribution but renewed trust and faith.  

John 20:19-31 
John indicates that, “When it was evening on that 

day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you’” (20:19). 

Jesus could have said so many things to his  
disciples. He could have scolded them for their lack of 
loyalty in leaving him as prey at the hands of the  
Roman soldiers. He could have expressed to Peter an 
“I told you so” attitude and his disappointment at  
Peter’s predicted betrayal at a moment when Jesus 
could have really used a friend. In addition, Jesus 
could have reprimanded the disciples for not  
remembering all that he had told them about the “Third 
Day.” 

 

        Jesus could have asked the disciples why they 
continued with their suspicious skepticism and their 
distrust about his rising from the dead, even after they 
visited the empty tomb. Perhaps Jesus could have 
questioned why the disciples thought that the women 
who enthusiastically brought the news of his rising, 
having seen the empty tomb and the linens that 
wrapped his body, and then having spoken with him, 
were not worthy of their belief. 

        Jesus could have said many things to the  
disciples, pointing to their lack of loyalty as well as 
their refusal to believe, yet, he did not. Instead Jesus 
says to them, “Peace be with you” (John 20:19).  
Coming from the Greek, the word for peace is eirene, 
describing more than the desire for peace or goodwill 
toward another. The translation of eirene describes the 
fullness of goodness, perfection and completeness,  
devoid of adversity. Eirene in Greek mythology  
describes the goddess of spring who is also the keeper 
of the gates of heaven. 

A+%!, 19, 2020 



        The Hebrew equivalent of eirene is shalom, 
which is more than an expression for peace in the life 
of another. Shalom is an expression of unconditional 
goodness and blessings. To greet another with the  
salutation, “shalom aleichem,” is to actually  
pronounce the full meaning of the word as the  
sentiment slips from the well-wisher’s tongue: “I wish 
you completeness and wholeness, health, prosperity, 
harmony of mind, body and spirit, devoid from all  
conflict, adversity and fear. I wish you every good 
thing; every possible blessing that any one individual 
can possibly experience in a lifetime in the world, and 
I wish this for you in a spirit of love and deep-rooted 
tranquility; a peace in spirit beginning and ending at 
the level of soul.” 
        Wholeness and completeness at the level of man’s 
spiritual core is the kind of “peace” that Jesus was  
bestowing on his disciples. It was the imparting of 
such incredible blessings that served not only to drive 
away their fears, but also encourage and inspire joy. 
        When I think about Jesus’ entrance into the 
locked room where he found the disciples, I envision a 
frightened bunch of men who are initially startled as 
Jesus makes his appearance despite the locked doors. 
Moments later, however, all their preoccupations,  
appeared unnecessary, unfounded and would vanish as 
did their fears, their anger and their guilt for having 
abandoned Jesus in his hour of need. John tells the 
reader that, “After he had said this [‘Peace be with 
you’], he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord” (John 20: 
20). 
        Suddenly the non-threatening, all loving, merciful 
and compassionate Jesus raised their human spirits; 
thus, enabling them to re-discover joy, a joy that they 
once knew and experienced with their friend and  
mentor. What a powerful message for twenty-first  
century Christians as well as for those who have given 
up on God, religion and other people, and who often 
times fail to find real meaning and lasting purpose for 
living and being.  

Divine Mercy Sunday provides each of us with an 
invitation to re-discover peace within our lives; peace 
that only Jesus can create. Each of us is called to  
rediscover this peace in a spirit of love, charity and 
mercy. JNM 

 FR. MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 
 

We will get through these difficult 
days BETTER, if we live one moment at 
a time by placing our trust in God and 
raising our voices and our hands in 
prayer to a MERCIFUL and LOVING  
FATHER. 

***********   *********   *********** 

Although public Masses are not 
being celebrated with congregations, 
private Masses continue to be  
celebrated by Father Patrick, Fr.  
Zacharias, Fr. Galasso and myself 
throughout these times. Parishioners 
who have reserved Masses for  
loved-ones can be assured that their 
Masses are being celebrated and their 
loved-ones remembered. JNM  



Your parish support continues to be  
extremely important during this time when our 
churches are closed. The daily operations of the 
parish are ongoing even though our parish staff 
may be working from home. Our staff as well as the 
utilities need to be paid even though the income 
through weekly collections is nonexistent. Please, if 
possible, remember your weekly support, which 
can be made online at saintbernadettechurch.org or 
through the mail. 

The Archdiocese of Hartford has extended the  
cancellation of all public Masses and liturgies in 
the churches of the Archdiocese through April 

30, 2020.  
 

Priests will celebrate a daily Mass alone with no  
congregation, remembering in prayer all who are  
affected by the pandemic. Parishes will make  
provision for their churches to be open at some time so 
that individuals can still come and pray. The  
faithful are encouraged to watch Mass on TV or 
online, and say a Spiritual Act of Communion (see  
below). Further direction and updates from the  
Archdiocese  can be found 
at www.archdioceseofhartford.org/coronavirus.  

 

· The Archdiocese of Hartford has suspended 
publically scheduled confessions until further  
notice. As the Church teaches, where the individual 
faithful find themselves in the painful impossibility of 
receiving sacramental absolution, it should be  
remembered that perfect contrition, expressed by a  
sincere request for forgiveness and the firm resolution 
to have recourse to sacramental confession as soon as 
possible, obtains forgiveness of sins, even mortal ones 
(CCC 1452). 
 

· In addition, the Parish Offices are temporarily 
closed to the public. Many staff are working from 
home, and are monitoring voicemails and emails. We 
will update as soon as the office is re-opened.   
 
Per the diocese, during this time parishioners who are 
absent from Mass are urged to make alternate  
provision for their weekly contributions since parishes 
depend on them for operation. Sign up for Online  
Giving or make a one-time donation at https://
www.saintbernadettechurch.org/ 

 
Let us all draw closer to the Lord in this time, and  
continue to pray for everyone affected by the virus. 
Although we may be temporarily physically isolated 
from one another, we are still one in the Body of 
Christ. Mary, health of the sick, pray for us! 
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kofcmuseum.org
203-865-0400

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING

The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

All Saints Cemetery 
North Haven 

203-239-2557 

Mt St Peter Cemetery 
Derby 

203-735-8026

St Lawrence Cemetery 
West Haven

203-624-3980

First Time Ever Discount!!
During the month of April, 2020 get a

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.  
Cannot be combined with any other offers.


