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Remember to pray for those in the  
hospital, nursing homes, the  
homebound, those battling addiction, 
those touched by violence and the sick 
of our parish especially: Christina  
Meoli, Ed Piazza, Patty Peters, Hank  

Luzzi, Father Carter, Laura Luzzi, Michelle Smith, Ron Mattei, 
Angela Riccio, Charlene Tantalo, Al Forgione, Gabriella  
Garrity, Beverly  Fucci, Gennaro Viscuso, W.D. Merkle,  
Phyllis Anastasio, Cheryl Barbara, Carmine DelBasso, Laura-
Phyllis Esposito, Diana Vitelli O’Brien, Peg Dmytruk, Meghan 
Keeney 
 

Please call the rectory if you  would  like  to  add  or  re-add  a  
name to  this  prayer list. 

The Sanctuary Candle reminds us of the real 
presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. This week the candle 
in the Church burns for the Greater Glory and in memory of: 
Parishioners of St. Bernadette 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
SATURDAY, May 2 - Vigil - 4th Sunday of Easter 
4:00pm                   + Lucy Consolo (Birthday Rem.) 
         by Daughter, Catherine 
SUNDAY, May 3 - 4th Sunday of Easter 
8:00am                   + John Bruno (3rd Anniversary) 
          by Wife, Teresa 
10:00am                 + The Mahoney Family 
          by Patricia Mahoney 
6:00pm                   + Bill Celentano, Jr. 
       by Parish 
MONDAY, May 4 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Lucy Esposito (Anniversary) 
          by Dau., Rena, Son, Philip & Family 
TUESDAY, May 5 - Cinco de Mayo 
8:00am                   + Josephine & Frank Farace (Birth. Ann.) 
          by Linda Randi, Grandchildren  
        & Greatgrandchildren 
WEDNESDAY, May 6 - Weekday 
8:00am                 + Personal Intentions 
9:00am        School Mass 
THURSDAY, May 7 - National Day of Prayer 
8:00am                   + Charles & Mary Brown 
           by Hugh & Martha O’Neill 
FRIDAY, May 8 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Personal Intentions 
SATURDAY, May 9 - Vigil - 5th Sunday of Easter 
4:00pm                   + Julia & Antonio Farace 
         by Daughters 
SUNDAY, May 10 - 5th Sunday of Easter 
8:00am                   + Maria Velasco 
          by Children & Grandchildren 
10:00am                 + Josephine Lucibello 
          by Family 
6:00pm                   + Irene DiAdamo & Philomena DeRosa 
       by Children 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

With public Masses cancelled, please continue to  
support the parish. We need your support as the  

operations continue on a daily basis. In addition, we 
want to continue to pay our loyal staff. Please  

mail-in your contributions.  Online giving is now  
possible at our website: saintbernadettechurch,org 

 
Thank you to the many of you who have been so  

generous and responsive in these difficult times, so far 
we have received $4,571.00 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
  [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10  
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/
  Jn 10:11-18 
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Ps 
  117:1a]/Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 
  8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 
  27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20 
Friday:  Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab 
  [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4  
  [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14 

 
 

St. Bernadette Church 
Address: 385 Townsend Avenue,  

New Haven, CT 06512 
Phone Number: (203) 467-1007 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 
 

E-Mail: stberndtchurch@sbcglobal.net 
 

Website: www.saintbernadettechurch.org 



Fourth Sunday of Easter 

From the Pen of Fr. M.  
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy.D. 

 
Good Shepherd Sunday 

St. John 10:1-18 
 

          This fourth Sunday of Easter is known as Good  
Shepherd Sunday. According to St. John, Jesus refers 
to himself as the Good Shepherd. In Greek there are 
two words to describe “good” or “goodness.” The 
first word is agathos and the second word is kalos.  

The word, agathos describes the moral qualities of 
an individual, while kalos describes not only the moral 
qualities, but also describes an inherent charisma; an  
intrinsic integrity devoid of guile, pretentiousness or 
hidden agendas.  

The word kalos is used to describe an individual 
who demonstrates and actually exudes integrity,  
honesty, truthfulness and respect. Such an individual 
commands reverence and is esteemed. Such an  
individual engenders admiration, not so much for what 
he does, but for who he is. Such an individual tends to 
treat everyone with the same level of respect and  
unconditional esteem.  

We have heard the expressions: “the good doctor” 
or “the good father” (referring to a member of the 
clergy). The above expressions are not descriptive of 
the manner in which each carries out the  
responsibilities of his profession. Rather, the  
expressions speak to the individual’s integrity as an 
empathetic, caring human being. Words like  
friendliness, approachability, gentleness,  
wholesomeness as well as overall respectability  
describe the image that comes to mind and is  
associated with the Greek word kalos.  

As you might guess, the word kalos is used by St. 
John in reference to Jesus as the Good Shepherd. In 
other words, Jesus is not only a capable teacher and 
learned Rabbi, he is one who embodies a deep-rooted 
compassion for others. He himself is characterized as 
Genuine Goodness Personified.  

The word kalos, also describes a kind of child-like  
innocence. It evokes the same kind of openness and 
love that a little child has for others: openness,  
sincerity and acceptance of others, free of prejudice 
and hidden agendas.  

In his description of the faithful and unfaithful  
disciple, St. Matthew uses the image of fruit-bearing 
trees in which he uses the Greek words kalos. St.  
Matthew says the following: 

“Declare a tree good (kalos) and its fruit good 
(kalos), or declare a tree rotten and its fruit rotten, one 
or the other, for you can tell a tree by its 
fruit” (12:33). 

The use of good (kalos) does not describe the  
appearance of the tree, i.e. nice-looking leaves, strong 
bark, etc. Rather, a good (kalos) tree is one that  
produces good fruit. The example of the tree is an  
obvious metaphor meant by Jesus to refer to the  
disciple. A good (kalos) disciple is not one who  
dresses in the latest fashions, uses impressive words or 
necessarily performs good deeds for the benefit of 
spectators. Rather, the good (kalos) disciple is one 
whose heart is pure, and who lives his life with  
integrity.  

The goodness of Jesus is contrasted with the  
dishonest motives of the Pharisees. In speaking of the 
behaviors of the Pharisees, Matthew quotes Jesus  
saying: “You brood of vipers, how can you say good 
(agathos) things when you are evil” (12:34)? The use 
of the word “good” here refers to pleasant sounding or 
politically correct words, which are not spoken  
necessarily as a result of personal conviction, but 
merely as a way to appear either concerned or  
convincing to the public.  



Jesus is the Ideal or Model Shepherd. He is the 
Perfect Shepherd.  Jesus is Life and he gives Life. He is 
Light. He is Living Water. Among the many images 
that have been attributed to Jesus that of the Good 
Shepherd is the best known. The image of the Good 
Shepherd is an image that had been etched into the 
minds of both Christians and Jews. This image can be 
seen throughout the Old Testament. 

“The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He 
makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me  
besides still waters, he restores my soul. He leads me 
in right paths for his name sake” (Psalms 23:1-3).  

 “See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm 
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his  
recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother 
sheep” (Isaiah 40:10-11). 

 It is no accident that St. John places the account of 
the Good Shepherd immediately after the healing of 
the blind man, which we hear read during the Lenten  
Season (John 9:1-41). The theme of the Good  
Shepherd actually emerges as a result of the blind 
man’s expulsion from the synagogue by the Pharisees; 
thus, the Pharisees are described by John as the  
antitheses of the Good Shepherd. 

 It is immediately after this dialogue with the 
Scribes and the Pharisees that Jesus begins to speak of 
himself as the Good Shepherd, he who is the true  
model for shepherding and for providing guidance for 
faithful followers. Those who are counted among the 
sheep, not only know the Shepherd, they follow him 
because they hear his voice.  

The Scribes and the Pharisees are not followers 
of Jesus because they neither know Jesus nor are they 
willing to follow him. Therefore, while they claim to 
be sighted, they have unknowingly demonstrated their 
blindness because they see things as they want to see 
them instead of seeing things as they really are.  
Sometimes you and I can be accused of the same.  

 

 

Jesus’ Audience 
Many of those to whom Jesus spoke were farmers 

and shepherds. Having knowledge of the Old  
Testament passages that describe the Good Shepherd, 
they understood the intimate and personal bond about 
which Jesus spoke when he said, “I know my sheep 
and mine know me” (10:14). It was not uncommon for 
a shepherd to be familiar with his sheep, its history, 
age, defects, temper and its tastes.  

This is not unlike anyone who has a pet. Does not 
the pet-owner know all about his/her dog or cat? Such 
was the case with the shepherds who would often 
spend months alone in the fields leading, watching and 
protecting their flock. Having knowledge and love for 
their own sheep, the farmers who listened to Jesus as 
he spoke of the Good Shepherd and his relationship to 
his sheep began to understand their own relationship to 
God. This teaching of the Good Shepherd was new and 
radical, as its message deviated from that of the Old 
Testament image of a stern and often-times angry God.  

          Just as the shepherd would risk his life  
protecting his flock, so it is with Jesus. Jesus says: 
         “And for these sheep, I lay down my life because 
I lay down my life in order to take it up again. Nobody 
has taken it from me, rather, I lay it down of my own 
accord” (10:15-18). 
         The above cited verses indicate yet, another  
characteristic of the Model Shepherd in contrast to the  
Pharisees and Scribes who are the imposters and 
wolves. The Good Shepherd will not only risk his life 
for his sheep, he will even lose his life for them. The 
Good Shepherd does so in order to give Life back to 
them. The Good Shepherd gives not just Life, he gives 
Eternal Life. 
 

Choosing a Leader 
The above passages describe two important  

instructions for choosing a leader. The first example of 
laying down one’s life, not only indicates the depth of 
God’s love for His faithful, it also indicates what  
characteristics the disciple should look for when  
deciding who to follow.  
 



Unlike the Pharisees who seek their own  
self-aggrandizements and prestigious positions at the  
expense of their flock, the true shepherd seeks the  
betterment of those he is sent to lead. The Good  
Shepherd sacrifices and puts aside his own desires and 
needs in order that his flock may flourish. 

In the second teaching, we see a parallel between 
the actual shepherd and his flock, and Jesus and his 
disciples. Just as the shepherd wants the best for his 
flock and takes every possible measure to ensure the 
flock’s safety and health, so it is with Jesus who freely 
gives his life so others may have Life. 

The parallel continues, as John tells the reader that  
Jesus indicated that the same relationship between 
sheep and shepherd also exists between himself and 
the Father.    

“I am the Good Shepherd, and I know mine and 
mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father” (10:14-15).  

In other words, the source of Jesus’ relationship 
with his faithful followers stems from and is nourished 
by his relationship with the Father.  

 

Twenty-first Century Christians 
        What does this mean for present-day Christians? 
As men and women of faith, we must never lose sight 
of the fact that having received God’s Spirit through 
Baptism, we have become uniquely configured to the 
Risen Christ. As such, we possess Jesus’ life within 
our souls; thus, we should seek Gospel truths and  
incorporate these truths into our lives.  
   We who strive for Gospel truths in our daily lives 
can hear and respond to the voice of the Good  
Shepherd. It is, however, during those times when we 
become distracted by the wolves in the world that we 
sin; mistaking the voice of the world to be that of  
Jesus, the Good Shepherd. When man mistakes God’s 
voice, he makes poor choices. This leads to the losing 
of one’s way; stumbling as a result of spiritual  
blindness.   

        Cultivating and maintaining a relationship with 
Jesus is the answer. It is indispensable for mental and 
spiritual health of mind, body and soul. Establishing 
an intimate and personal relationship with Jesus  
assures man that he will not lose his way. It also 
brings him closer to the experience of God’s Kingdom 
in the present. 
        The implementation of a prayerful relationship 
with Jesus keeps us focused on the Good Shepherd, so 
that when the storm clouds move in, as they often do, 
we can overcome and persevere and endure. JNM 

 

Additional Note:  Although sensitive to gender-related  
language; he/she, him/her, it is often necessary to  
refer to the generic, “man” when reference is made to 
the essence of human nature. 

May 3, 2020 

SOMETHING TO PONDER 
On Good Shepherd Sunday 

Are you a lost sheep? 
 

“The complexities of life can never be  
untangled by man; like a sheep without a  
shepherd, we have been self-programmed for  
destruction” (Psalm 23:1). 

 
A lost sheep needs a shepherd to find the 

way. The individual who does not   believe that he/
she is a lost sheep is a person who feels the need to 
control situations and people, thinking that without 
the exertion of control, someone else will acquire 
more or arrive at the finish line before him/her.   

 
Such a person never seems to be content 

with what he/she has and always measures his/her 

lack of accomplishments by the perceived successes 
of others. Consequently, he/she looks at life and 

others through a lens of envy and resentment, even 
bitterness. Such an individual will never really find 

his/her way in life unless he/she can discover  

contentment in his/her own skin. Therein, lies the 
secret of real inner peace and lasting joy for life 

and for living. JNM 



From the Pen of Fr. M. 
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy,D 

 

Mary, May & Fatima 
Part 1 

On Friday, this past week, we began the month of 
May, which is traditionally dedicated to the Blessed  
Virgin Mary. Consequently, it is fitting that we spend 
time reflecting on Mary this weekend as we begin the 
month of May and look forward to the celebration of 
Mother’s Day on May 10, in which we honor not only 
the Blessed Mother, but all our mothers, both living and 
deceased. Besides being the mother of Jesus, Mary is 
also our mother and as such, is also the Mother of the 
Church. Mary is the Queen of the Apostles whose  
motherhood extends to the apostles. St. John tells us that 
as Mary stood at the cross with the Beloved  
Disciple, just prior to Jesus taking his last breath, he 
[Jesus] entrusts the Beloved Disciple (and the other  
disciples), to the care of his mother. 

“When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there 
whom he loved, he said to his mother, ‘Woman behold 
your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold your 
mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his 
home” (19:26-27). 

 

The Perfect Disciple 
        From the earliest of times, Mary has been  
recognized as the most perfect model of the universal 
Church in the order of faith, charity and perfect union with 
her Son. For this reason, St. Luke tells us that Mary has 
been called “Blessed among all other woman” (1:46).  
Mary represents that perfect disciple who cooperated with 
God’s plan for the salvation of humankind. She did so in 
difficult times, in times not unlike our own, but with the 
certainty that God would guide her choices. In bringing 
forth the Savior of the world, Mary has become throughout 
all times, worthy of veneration and honor, having been 
hailed a model and exemplar for all peoples for all times. 

 

Our Lady of Fatima 
Of the hundreds upon hundreds of titles with which our 

Blessed Mother has been entrusted, none is more  
noteworthy than the title of Our Lady of Fatima, whose 
feast we celebrate on May 13. Mary received this title as a 
result of her appearance to three shepherd children near the 
town of Fatima in Portugal in the year 1917. 

FR. MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 
 

We will get through these difficult 
days BETTER, if we live one moment at a 
time by placing our trust in God and raising 
our voices and our hands in prayer to a 
MERCIFUL and LOVING FATHER. 

***********   *********   *********** 

Although public Masses are not being 
celebrated with congregations, private 
Masses continue to be celebrated by  
Father Patrick, Fr. Zacharias, Fr. Galasso 
and myself throughout these times.  
Parishioners who have reserved Masses for 
loved-ones can be assured that their  
Masses are being celebrated and their 
loved-ones remembered. JNM  

***********   *********   *********** 

Your parish support continues to be  

extremely important during this time when our 
churches are closed. The daily operations of the 

parish are ongoing even though our parish staff 

may be working from home. Our staff as well as the 
utilities need to be paid even though the income 

through weekly collections is nonexistent. Please, if 
possible, remember your weekly support, which 

can be made online at saintbernadettechurch.org or 

through the mail. 



          The apparition of Fatima is one of the most 
powerful and one of the most spectacular  
manifestations of the presence of the Devine in human 
history. The Blessed Mother appeared to three  
shepherd children, Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta, six 
times between May 13 and October 13, 1917.  She told 
the children that God had sent her with a message for 
all people. Mary entered human history at a time when 
the world (not unlike 2020), was in the grips of wars, 
plagues, international conflicts and the display of  
violence and hate on all levels of society, along with 
deliberate indifference and disregard toward organized 
religion and the Church.  JNM 
 

Part 2 Next Week 

  FR. MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 
 

We will get through these difficult 
days BETTER, if we live one moment at 
a time by placing our trust in God and 
raising our voices and our hands in 
prayer to a MERCIFUL and LOVING  
FATHER. 

***********   *********   *********** 

Although public Masses are not 
being celebrated with congregations, 
private Masses continue to be  
celebrated by Father Patrick, Fr.  
Zacharias, Fr. Galasso and  
myself throughout these times.  
Parishioners who have reserved Masses 
for loved-ones can be assured that their  
Masses are being celebrated and their 
loved-ones remembered. JNM  
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FULL SERVICE RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Premium Fuel Oil - Service Contracts - Budget Plans
Sales, Service, Repair, Installations - Heating & AC

 Hamden  203-248-6984

Serving The 
Greater New Haven 
AreaLicensed & Insured

LIC #HTG.0301754-S1 
H.O.D. # 0000534

Eugene W. Harris & Co., 
Wealth Management,* Co.

Financial Services - Insurance - Tax Preparation

Striving to Help people increaSe tHeir 
WealtH and reduce tHeir taxeS

250 STATE STREET
STURBRIDGE COMMONS, UNIT B-1

NORTH HAVEN, CT 06473

203-281-2934
866-801-9307

*Eugene W. Harris, Advisory representative offering securities and advisory 
services through Lincoln Financial Securities, Member SIPC. 

Eugene W. Harris & Co., Wealth Management is not affiliated with 
Lincoln Financial Securities Corporation. 

Directors:
Anne Marie Porto DeLucia

Clement L. DeLucia
Albert M. DeLucia

830 Jones Hill Road
West Haven, CT 06516

(203) 934-5000

PORTO 
FUNERAL HOMES

234 Foxon Road (Rt. 80) / East Haven
203-467-3000

Offering assistance with PRE-planning and PRE-financing
Burials ~ Cremation

Iovanne Funeral Home, Inc.

11 Wooster Place • New Haven

203-865-8961
www.iovanne.com

Clancy-Palumbo
FUNERAL HOME

~ Serving East Haven & New Haven~
43 Kirkham Avenue (Center of East Haven)

203-467-2789 
www.Clancy-PalumboFuneralHome.com

Owner/Director: Chris Palumbo

Celentano
Funeral Home

Providing Dignified Service Since 1926

424 Elm Street, New Haven   203-865-1234

 A Benchmark Senior Living Community
 Independent Living •Assisted Living • Memory Care
 Short Term Respite stay
 See how we’re setting the Benchmark 
 in Senior Living every Day Call us today for a personal tour

111 South Shore Dr., East Haven, CT
203-467-0067 • www.benchmarkseniorliving.com

Hours:
Mon.-Sat.
7am - 8pm
Sun: 8am-6pm

Delivery
and

Catering
Available

P&M’s Famous Deli & Prepared Foods
Fruits & Vegetables • Old World Butcher Shop

721 Orange St., New Haven, CT 
203-865-1147 • www.pmorangemarket.com

WLM CPA & CO LLC
William L. Mainella, CPA & Company LLC

Maria Martorelli Fisk
Mariaf@mainellacpa.com
William L. Mainella

Williamm@mainellacpa.com
50 Cherry St., Ste 102, Milford, CT 06460

203-882-7171

CARL P. PROTA, DMD
Amazing & Affordable 

Dental Care for Everyone
1367 N. High Street, E. Haven
203-468-8007
www.drprota.com

1888 -     “132 YEARS OF DIGNIFIED SERVICE”      - 2020
Conveniently Serving The East Shore Community

Centrally Located at Historic Wooster Square • 592 Chapel Street • New Haven, CT 06511
Neil R. Rapuano, President & Fourth Generation Director/Owner 

(203) 624-3411 • www.marescafuneralhome.com Fully Handicapped Accessible

ESI - THE ALARM GUYS
Full-service home security and alarm

system installation.  Specializing in fire safety.
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

FROM A LICENSED EXPERT: 203-315-5100 
50 West Main St. Branford  engineeredsystemsllc.com

 KEVIN CUDGMA
 Parishioner

Village Inn
Family Restaurant Diner

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Specials Everyday

203-469-5759 • 699 Main St., East Haven
10% OFF with Coupon
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 Turning 
 65?
 I can help with  
 Medicare.

One-on-one Personalized Service
steven.cudgma@shorelineinsurancect.com

203-433-4969 | www.shorelineinsurancect.com

556 Main St, Branford
Access Health CT Authorized Broker & Representing all the MAJOR CARRIERS

Steven P. Cudgma, CLTC

Quality of Life Through Quality of Care

Tina Masciangelo | ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR

203-469-2316
tmasciangelo@wprnc.com • www.wprnc.com

38 Talmadge Avenue • East Haven

We are Family Owned and Operated

ANDREW M. AMENDOLA
ATTORNEY AT LAW

•  ELDER LAW / WILLS / PROBATE 
OF ESTATE

•  POWER OF ATTORNEY / QUIT 
CLAIM DEEDS

•  Real Estate Closings and Refinances
• Auto Accidents / Personal Injury
•  HOUSE CALLS FOR THE  

HOMEBOUND
•  FREE CONSULTATION
Andrew.Amendola01@snet.net

203-469-5333
591 Thompson Avenue, East Haven

A Journey through 
History, Art & Faith

1 State Street, New Haven 
Open 10-5 daily

kofcmuseum.org
203-865-0400

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING

The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

All Saints Cemetery 
North Haven 

203-239-2557 

Mt St Peter Cemetery 
Derby 

203-735-8026

St Lawrence Cemetery 
West Haven

203-624-3980

First Time Ever Discount!!
During the month of April, 2020 get a

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.  
Cannot be combined with any other offers.


