
ST. BERNADETTE PARISH 
REVEREND JEREMIAH N. MURASSO, PH.D., ED.D., PSY.D., PASTOR 

REVEREND PATRICK KANE, PAROCHIAL VICAR 
REVEREND ZACHARIAS PUSHPANATHAN, PAROCHIAL VICAR 

MR. GEORGE MCCARROLL, PERMANENT DEACON 

6th SUNDAY OF EASTER 
MAY 17, 2020 



ST. BERNADETTE CHURCH                  New Haven, CT 

Remember to pray for those in the  
hospital, nursing homes, the  
homebound, those battling addiction, 
those touched by violence and the sick 
of our parish especially: Christina  
Meoli, Ed Piazza, Patty Peters, Hank  

Luzzi, Father Carter, Laura Luzzi, Michelle Smith, Ron Mattei, 
Angela Riccio, Charlene Tantalo, Al Forgione, Gabriella  
Garrity, Beverly  Fucci, W.D. Merkle, Phyllis Anastasio,  
Cheryl Barbara, Carmine DelBasso, Laura-Phyllis Esposito, 
Diana Vitelli O’Brien, Peg Dmytruk, Meghan Keeney, Pamela 
Willis, Laura Luzzi, Gennaro Milone, Josephine Milano 
 

Please call the rectory if you  would  like  to  add  or  re-add  a  
name to  this  prayer list. 

The Sanctuary Candle reminds us of the real 
presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. This week the candle 
in the Church burns for the Greater Glory and in memory of: 
Parishioners of St. Bernadette 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
SATURDAY, May 16 - Vigil - 6th Sunday of Easter 
4:00pm                   + Rita Genovese (Wedding Ann.) 
         by Husband, Children & Grandchildren 
SUNDAY, May 17 - 6th Sunday of Easter 
8:00am                   + Dr. John E. Onofrio (Birthday) 
          by Family 
10:00am                 + Deceased Mem. of LoRicco Family 
          by Family 
6:00pm                   + Deceased Mem. of Toni Family 
       by Patti & Serge 
MONDAY, May 18 - St. John I, Pope 
8:00am                   +Sr. Mary Theresa McCormack 
          by Sister, Martha & Hugh O’Neill 
TUESDAY, May 19 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Rachel Giammalvo 
          by Sister in Law, Catherine Hawthorne 
WEDNESDAY, May 20 - St. Bernardine of Siena 
8:00am                 + Personal Intentions 
9:00am        School Mass 
THURSDAY, May 21 - Ascension of the Lord 
8:00am                   + Ryan William O’Reilly 
           by Parents, Rosalie & Patrick 
FRIDAY, May 22 - St. Rita of Cascia 
8:00am                   + Personal Intentions 
SATURDAY, May 23 - Vigil - 7th Sunday of Easter 
4:00pm                   + Michael Coppola (1st Ann.) 
         by SBLG 
SUNDAY, May 24 - 7th Sunday of Easter 
8:00am                   + Grateful Thanks & God’s  
        Continued Healing 
          by Squeglia & Bunce Family 
10:00am                 + Gabriel A. Solomine (Birthday) 
          by Children & Grandchildren 
6:00pm                   + Personal Intentions 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

With public Masses cancelled, please continue to  
support the parish. We need your support as the  

operations continue on a daily basis. In addition, we 
want to continue to pay our loyal staff. Please  

mail-in your contributions.  Online giving is now  
possible at our website: saintbernadettechurch,org 

 
Thank you to the many of you who have been so  

generous and responsive in these difficult times, so far 
we have received $4,768.00 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday:  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 
  16, 20 [1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a 
  and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c
  -8 [7c]/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-
  12, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 
  2b]/Jn 16:16-20 
Ascension:  Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 
  1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
Friday:  Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 
  16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/
  Jn 16:23b-28 

 
 

St. Bernadette Church 
Address: 385 Townsend Avenue,  

New Haven, CT 06512 
Phone Number: (203) 467-1007 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 
 

E-Mail: stberndtchurch@sbcglobal.net 
 

Website: www.saintbernadettechurch.org 



Sixth Sunday of Easter 

From the Pen of Fr. M.  
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy.D. 

 
If You Love Me, You Will Keep my Commandments… 

(John 14: 15-23) 
 

 The gospel account according to St. John for this 
sixth Sunday of Easter continues with Jesus’ Farewell 
Discourse, which begins with chapter 14, and  
culminates with the Priestly Prayer of Jesus in chapter 
17. In order to appreciate the full flavor of Jesus’  
message, it is only fitting that our reflection includes 
the verses that precede today’s account beginning with 
verse 1 of chapter 14. 
          In last weekend’s gospel account (John 14:1-12), 
Jesus begins his farewell message by telling his  
disciples not to let their hearts be troubled. The  
troubled heart about which Jesus speaks, as we  
reflected upon last weekend goes beyond sadness or 
mere sentiment. Coming from the Greek tarasso, the 
word troubled implies a deep-rooted feeling of  
hopelessness and uncontrolled despair resulting in a 
void; a spiritual and emotional emptiness.  

The word tarasso was used to describe Jesus’ 
feelings as he stood before the tomb of his friend  
Lazarus. John tells us that Jesus became perturbed and 
deeply troubled (John 11:33, 38).  

The expression of deep-felt hopelessness on the 
part of Jesus is consistent with John’s dualistic tension 
that permeates the Fourth Gospel. The conflict of  
opposites: light and darkness; truth and falsity. Jesus is 
troubled because he finds his ministry at odds with the 
Prince of this world, Satan. Death is the absence of life 
and where there is no life, there is no Truth. Jesus 
prayed: 
“Father, thank you for hearing me. I know that you 
always hear me” (John 11:42-43). 

This is the message that Jesus now gives to his 
disciples in verse 1. “Do not let your hearts be  
troubled. You have faith in God; have faith, then, in 
me.” This is a command: Believe! For if you believe, 
your faith will enable you to discern and transcend evil 
and untruth in the world.  

Faith in Jesus must become man’s spiritual  
barometer for living as a Christian in our twenty-first 
century world.  Jesus is telling his disciples not to  
allow the world to infringe upon man’s relationship 
with God. The world as we know it is constantly 
changing, unlike God’s Word.  

Unlike God’s Word, the world can and often  
becomes a source of distraction and confusion for man 
as he strives to achieve happiness. The consequences 
are demonstrated in man’s choices of fleeting forms of 
pleasure, rather than cultivating values that lead to real 
happiness. Jesus is Truth and as long as man believes 
he will stay connected to Jesus.   

What a powerful message for us who live in the 
twenty-first century. How often we allow the world 
and the daily stressors to distract us from what really 
counts. How often we permit anger and fatigue to  
disrupt the focus of our lives with Jesus. As Christians, 
we fail to realize how powerful we are in possessing 
the Spirit of Jesus within our very souls. For if we  
really believe, we, as Jesus told his disciples, could 
move mountains.   

“Amen, I say to you, if you have faith the size of a 
mustard seed, you will say to the mountain, ‘be 
moved,’ and it will be moved. Nothing will be  
impossible for you” (Matthew 17:20). 

How often do we give into the stressor of the  
moment; thus, permitting the Prince of this world to 
get between our faith and our God? In John 14:15,  
Jesus begins by telling his disciples that the test of 
their love will be showed by their desire to fulfill his 
commandments.  



 Jesus is not talking about a set of precepts here. 
He is speaking about a way of life that includes him. 
Jesus speaks of a frame of reference, a spiritual  
disposition that is rooted in and emanates from an  
intimate and personal relationship with him.  

To love Jesus is to know him. A relationship 
with Jesus like any human relationship demands that 
one spend time with the other; dialogue, get to know 
the other, live for the other, desire to be with the other. 
The problem with the world is that the world does not 
know Jesus because it has failed to embrace him and 
love him, to spend time with him and to understand his 
word. 

The reward for belief in Jesus is a life lived in 
Truth. When we live our lives in search of Truth, there 
is no (tarasso) troubled heart, no spiritual deprivation 
or void. When the trials and tribulations of life come 
our way, being men and women of faith, we can 
weather the storm, forge ahead and move yet, another 
step closer to Jesus.  

Mother Teresa once commented that while 
storms will come our way from time to time as we 
journey through life, our prayer should be directed not 
at on asking God to remove the storm, rather, to give 
us the strength to walk through the storm. 

To assure the disciples that they are on the right 
track in Jesus’ absence, the Father will send the  
Paraclete, the Spirit of Truth who will not only protect 
the disciples against the Prince of this world but will 
also lead and keep them in the Truth. The world,  
however, cannot see (from the Greek, theorein,  
meaning having bodily or spiritual sight), the Paraclete 
because the Paraclete is not a material entity.  

The world does not have the spiritual insight as 
the disciples do and as men and women of faith do. 
Consequently, the world consistent with St. John’s 
theme is blinded to the Truth; thus, exists in darkness 
and unlike the believer is subject to death.  

The unbeliever, the one who permits the world to 
distract him/her from God, is the one who experiences 
a troubled heart: the void that exists in the depth of 
man’s being at the level of soul. This void emerges 
from and at the same time perpetuates feelings of 
aloneness in the midst of and against the forces of the 
world. This is spiritual emptiness at its worst. In other 
words, one feels like an orphan without parental  
support.  

Jesus says: 

• Have faith! 

• Believe in me! 

• Love me! 

• Keep my commandments…And 

• The Father will give you the Paraclete; 
the Spirit of Truth… 

• I shall not leave you orphans. 
“Whoever loves me will keep my commandments, 

and my Father will love him, and we will come to him 
and make our dwelling with him” (John 14:23).  

To fully understand Jesus’ message, we must  
define what it means to love. Love (agape) is  
unconditional acceptance of the other. It involves a 
conscious recognition that all people are created in the 
image and likeness of God and as such are deserving 
of respect, justice, dignity and mercy.  



Man does not have the right or the permission to 
decide who is deserving of receiving unconditional 
love in the same way that man does not have neither 
the right nor the permission to decide who lives and 
who dies.  

The individual who honestly and sincerely loves 
Jesus will instinctively strive to create an environment 
where love can be discovered, cultivated and form the 
basis for living a value-centered life; an existence that 
is rooted in and gives rise to Truth, charity, honesty 
and justice. 

 The commandments about which Jesus speaks 
consist of the whole and entire gospel message. To 
keep the commandants means that the true disciple is 
the individual who loves Jesus and demonstrates this 
love by fulfilling the message of the Gospel. Such a 
person walks in the Light of Truth and consequently, 
radiates Life, a life that reflects the presence of Jesus 
who abides within. God through Jesus dwells in the 
midst of goodness. Therefore, where goodness lies, 
one will find the presence of Jesus. 

This is not true among those who refuse to listen 
to God’s Word or who refuse to fulfill the  
commandments of Jesus. For them there is no Light 
because such an individual shuns the Light and readily 
embraces darkness. Where there is darkness, there is 
death and where there is death, one finds the absence 
of anything characteristic of God.  When John Paul 
II visited the United States in 1979, he warned  
Americans about embracing what he referred to as the 
“gospel of death.”  

Greed, dishonesty and immorality prevent man 
from choosing the Gospel of Life.  Darkness gives rise 
to and perpetuates self-seeking and consequently, short
-lived egocentric types of reinforcements, all of which 
give birth to a gospel of materialism and secularism. 
We find this existing on all levels of society. It points 
to a world as well as a culture that has strayed from its 
true identity, having been created in the image and 
likeness of God. 

May 17, 2020 

All is not gloom and doom because we are Easter 
people. Jesus has made all things new by dying and 
rising from the dead. Easter is Jesus’ victory over sin 
and death. To the degree that we embrace the Easter 
message and strive to live it, to that degree can we 
hope to experience an enduring and ever-present  
relationship of Christ.  

The Easter Event confirms Christ’s obedience to 
the Father in the presence of His creation and in the 
presence of the Paraclete who the Father has sent into 
the world as verification of His loving and enduring 
presence in and through Jesus Christ. To those who 
fulfill the commandments and prove their love, the 
presence of the divine is not only indwelling in their 
lives; they become an extension of that which they 
contain in the deep recesses of their souls: Christ. 

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you. 
Not as the world gives, do I give it to you; this is my 
gift to you” (John 14:27).  

What does Jesus mean when he bestows unto 
his disciples his wish for peace? Jesus does not mean 
the absence of war, nor does he mean the end of  
psychological tension. Jesus also does not mean the 
sentimental, hallmark moment where at one time one 
is happy and at another moment sad.  



The peace that Jesus bestows has to do with  
eternal salvation rooted in the here and now. It is an 
internal predisposition that one acquires through a  
daily living out of one’s faith in Jesus Christ that is 
rooted in love (agape).  Jesus refers to this peace as a 
gift because we receive it without merit. Jesus bestows 
this peace as a reward for our love. To love Jesus 
means that we embrace the commandments. If we do, 
the Father and I will make our dwelling in you (John 
14: 23). The result of this indwelling of Jesus leads to a 
life where one lives as an extension of that which 
abides deep within the soul: the Sprit of the triune 
God.  

The world cannot give true peace because the 
world cannot give what it does not possess. Lasting 
peace results from a life lived in faith. Such a life  
cannot be shaken by the trials and tribulations of daily 
living but views such as a means for a deeper union 
with Jesus. Such a faith is rooted in the soul where  
Jesus dwells. Such a faith has its origin in Jesus Christ. 

In a world filled with much unrest and confusion, 
John 14 is a real gift for re-discovering and cultivating 
a lasting link to Jesus. Find that peace that the world 
can never give by looking within your soul for the 
maker of all things good: Jesus Christ. And…once 
found…share it with others!  JNM 

 
Additional Note:  Although sensitive of gender-related 
language; he/she, him/her, it is often necessary to refer 
to the generic, “man” when reference is made to the 
essence of human nature. 

From the Pen of Fr. Murasso  
 

 My dear parishioners of Saint Bernadette:  
It is with joyful anticipation that I announce to you 

that Saint Bernadette Church has turned a new page 
and is beginning a new and exciting chapter in her 
mission as a parish family. It comes as no surprise to 
you that after about a dozen years of conversation and 
speculations, Saint Bernadette Church is moving  
forward to a merger with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina  
Parish; coming together with parishioners of the  
former parishes of St. Clare, Saint Vincent de Paul and 
Our Lady of Pompeii. 

While, sadly, our parish school will close at the 
end of this school year, Saint Bernadette Church upon 
merging with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina will continue its 
pastoral ministry meeting the spiritual needs for  
generations to come. 

 

What Does This Mean for Saint Bernadette? 
By merging with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, many 

wonderful things will happen:  
 Our parish ministries will be increased and  
consequently, strengthened, which include pastoral 
care, social outreach, ministry to the homebound, 
youth ministry, hospital and hospice ministries to 
name but a few. 
 The talents, gifts, traditions and histories of each 
church merged into St. Pio of Pietrelcina will  
enable each of us as priests and parishioners to 
better serve the needs of one another and of the 
greater community. 
 A merger also means that while the corporate 
name changes, the names of the individual  
churches remain the same. For example, the name 
on the sign in front of Saint Bernadette will read: 
Saint Pio of Pietrelcina Parish and the second 
line: Saint Bernadette Church. 
 The traditions, history, social and spiritual events 
will continue. Saint Bernadette will not lose her 
identity as she becomes part of Saint Pio of 
Pietrelcina. 
 It will no longer be: “them” and “us” or “me” 
and “you.” Rather, the new pronoun will be “US!”  
 The merging of Saint Bernadette with Saint Pio 
of Pietrelcina is a lifeline, which will enable Saint 
Bernadette’s doors to remain open, permitting her 
to remain vibrant and growing.  

 
In the words of Pope Francis:  
“The Church’s mission, directed to all men and 

women of good will is based on the transformative 
power of the Gospel.  The Gospel is Good News filled 
with contagious joy, for it contains and offers new life: 
the life of the Risen Christ who by bestowing his  
life-giving Spirit becomes for us the Way, the Truth 
and the Life” (cf. Jn. 14:6).  



  FR. MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 
 

We will get through these difficult 
days BETTER, if we live one moment at 
a time by placing our trust in God and 
raising our voices and our hands in 
prayer to a MERCIFUL and LOVING  
FATHER. 

***********   *********   *********** 

Although public Masses are not 
being celebrated with congregations, 
private Masses continue to be  
celebrated by Father Patrick, Fr.  
Zacharias, Fr. Galasso and  
myself throughout these times.  
Parishioners who have reserved Masses 
for loved-ones can be assured that their  
Masses are being celebrated and their 
loved-ones remembered. JNM  

 “He is the Way who invites us to follow him with 
confidence and courage.  In following Jesus as 
our Way, we experience Truth and receive his Life, 
which is fullness of communion with God the Father in 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  That life sets us free from 
every kind of selfishness and is a source of creativity 
in love.” 

It is the Spirit of the Risen Jesus about which 
Francis speaks that calls each of us into a new faith 
relationship with one another as members of the Body 
of Christ. We look for guidance and inspiration from 
our new patron, Padre Pio who was no stranger to the 
Cross of Jesus to which you and I are called to  
embrace on a daily basis.  

We also look for guidance from the patroness of 
our church, Saint Bernadette Soubirous, and ask her to 
guide us through these next few months that we as a 
new and expanded parish community will continue to 
meet the needs of those who depend on us for spiritual 
sustenance and in doing so, become an extension of 
Christ in the world. These are exciting times for St. 
Bernadette Parish and I an happy to be your pastor! 

We remember the words of Jesus as he instructed 
his disciples on the conditions of Discipleship. 

“Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever  
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it’” (Matthew 16:24-25). 

Our new parish of St. Pio of Pietrelcina will have 
three campuses with three worship sites: Saint  

Bernadette, St. Vincent de Paul and Our Lady of  
Pompeii. JNM 
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FULL SERVICE RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Premium Fuel Oil - Service Contracts - Budget Plans
Sales, Service, Repair, Installations - Heating & AC

 Hamden  203-248-6984

Serving The 
Greater New Haven 
AreaLicensed & Insured

LIC #HTG.0301754-S1 
H.O.D. # 0000534

Eugene W. Harris & Co., 
Wealth Management,* Co.

Financial Services - Insurance - Tax Preparation
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250 STATE STREET
STURBRIDGE COMMONS, UNIT B-1

NORTH HAVEN, CT 06473
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866-801-9307
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services through Lincoln Financial Securities, Member SIPC. 

Eugene W. Harris & Co., Wealth Management is not affiliated with 
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Directors:
Anne Marie Porto DeLucia

Clement L. DeLucia
Albert M. DeLucia

830 Jones Hill Road
West Haven, CT 06516

(203) 934-5000

PORTO 
FUNERAL HOMES

234 Foxon Road (Rt. 80) / East Haven
203-467-3000

Offering assistance with PRE-planning and PRE-financing
Burials ~ Cremation

Iovanne Funeral Home, Inc.

11 Wooster Place • New Haven

203-865-8961
www.iovanne.com

Clancy-Palumbo
FUNERAL HOME

~ Serving East Haven & New Haven~
43 Kirkham Avenue (Center of East Haven)

203-467-2789 
www.Clancy-PalumboFuneralHome.com

Owner/Director: Chris Palumbo

Celentano
Funeral Home

Providing Dignified Service Since 1926

424 Elm Street, New Haven   203-865-1234

 A Benchmark Senior Living Community
 Independent Living •Assisted Living • Memory Care
 Short Term Respite stay
 See how we’re setting the Benchmark 
 in Senior Living every Day Call us today for a personal tour

111 South Shore Dr., East Haven, CT
203-467-0067 • www.benchmarkseniorliving.com

Hours:
Mon.-Sat.
7am - 8pm
Sun: 8am-6pm

Delivery
and

Catering
Available

P&M’s Famous Deli & Prepared Foods
Fruits & Vegetables • Old World Butcher Shop

721 Orange St., New Haven, CT 
203-865-1147 • www.pmorangemarket.com

WLM CPA & CO LLC
William L. Mainella, CPA & Company LLC

Maria Martorelli Fisk
Mariaf@mainellacpa.com
William L. Mainella

Williamm@mainellacpa.com
50 Cherry St., Ste 102, Milford, CT 06460

203-882-7171

CARL P. PROTA, DMD
Amazing & Affordable 

Dental Care for Everyone
1367 N. High Street, E. Haven
203-468-8007
www.drprota.com

1888 -     “132 YEARS OF DIGNIFIED SERVICE”      - 2020
Conveniently Serving The East Shore Community

Centrally Located at Historic Wooster Square • 592 Chapel Street • New Haven, CT 06511
Neil R. Rapuano, President & Fourth Generation Director/Owner 

(203) 624-3411 • www.marescafuneralhome.com Fully Handicapped Accessible

ESI - THE ALARM GUYS
Full-service home security and alarm

system installation.  Specializing in fire safety.
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

FROM A LICENSED EXPERT: 203-315-5100 
50 West Main St. Branford  engineeredsystemsllc.com

 KEVIN CUDGMA
 Parishioner

Village Inn
Family Restaurant Diner

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Specials Everyday

203-469-5759 • 699 Main St., East Haven
10% OFF with Coupon
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 Turning 
 65?
 I can help with  
 Medicare.

One-on-one Personalized Service
steven.cudgma@shorelineinsurancect.com

203-433-4969 | www.shorelineinsurancect.com

556 Main St, Branford
Access Health CT Authorized Broker & Representing all the MAJOR CARRIERS

Steven P. Cudgma, CLTC

Quality of Life Through Quality of Care

Tina Masciangelo | ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR

203-469-2316
tmasciangelo@wprnc.com • www.wprnc.com

38 Talmadge Avenue • East Haven
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ANDREW M. AMENDOLA
ATTORNEY AT LAW

•  ELDER LAW / WILLS / PROBATE 
OF ESTATE

•  POWER OF ATTORNEY / QUIT 
CLAIM DEEDS

•  Real Estate Closings and Refinances
• Auto Accidents / Personal Injury
•  HOUSE CALLS FOR THE  

HOMEBOUND
•  FREE CONSULTATION
Andrew.Amendola01@snet.net

203-469-5333
591 Thompson Avenue, East Haven

A Journey through 
History, Art & Faith

1 State Street, New Haven 
Open 10-5 daily

kofcmuseum.org
203-865-0400

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING

The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

All Saints Cemetery 
North Haven 

203-239-2557 

Mt St Peter Cemetery 
Derby 

203-735-8026

St Lawrence Cemetery 
West Haven

203-624-3980

First Time Ever Discount!!
During the month of April, 2020 get a

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.  
Cannot be combined with any other offers.


