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Remember to pray for those in the  
hospital, nursing homes, the  
homebound, those battling addiction, 
those touched by violence and the sick 
of our parish especially: Christina  
Meoli, Ed Piazza, Patty Peters, Hank  

Luzzi, Father Carter, Laura Luzzi, Michelle Smith, Ron Mattei, 
Angela Riccio, Charlene Tantalo, Al Forgione, Gabriella  
Garrity, Beverly  Fucci, W.D. Merkle, Phyllis Anastasio,  
Cheryl Barbara, Carmine DelBasso, Laura-Phyllis Esposito, 
Diana Vitelli O’Brien, Peg Dmytruk, Meghan Keeney, Pamela 
Willis, Laura Luzzi, Gennaro Milone, Josephine Milano, Jo 
Vuolo 
 

Please call the rectory if you  would  like  to  add  or  re-add  a  
name to  this  prayer list. 

The Sanctuary Candle reminds us of the real 
presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. This week the candle 
in the Church burns for the Greater Glory and in memory of: 
Parishioners of St. Bernadette 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
SATURDAY, May 23 - Vigil - 7th Sunday of Easter 
4:00pm                   + Michael Coppola (1st Ann.) 
         by SBLG 
SUNDAY, May 24 - 7th Sunday of Easter 
8:00am                   + Grateful Thanks & God’s  
        Continued Healing 
          by Squeglia & Bunce Family 
10:00am                 + Gabriel A. Solomine (Birthday) 
          by Children & Grandchildren 
6:00pm                   + Personal Intentions 
MONDAY, May 25 - Memorial Day 
8:00am                   +Michael Coppola (1st Ann.) 
          by Dmytruk Family 
TUESDAY, May 26 - St. Philip Neri 
8:00am                   + F. Andy Anastasio, Sr. 
          by Anastasio Family 
WEDNESDAY, May 27 - St. Augustine of Canterbury 
8:00am                   + Joseph H. Martorelli 
          by Dymtruk Family 
9:00am        School Mass 
THURSDAY, May 28 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Mark Peter Fusco (Birthday) 
          by Parents, Ralph & Shirley Fusco 
FRIDAY, May 29 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Personal Intentions 
SATURDAY, May 30 - Vigil - Pentecost Sunday 
4:00pm                   + Joseph H. Martorelli (1st Ann.) 
         by SBLG 
SUNDAY, May 31 - Pentecost Sunday 
8:00am                   + Thomas Hamilton (10th Ann.) 
          by Anna & Family 
10:00am                 + Emilio Gavamella 
          by Family 
6:00pm                   + Louis & Vincenza Parise (Wed. Ann.) 
       by Children 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

With public Masses cancelled, please continue to  
support the parish. We need your support as the  

operations continue on a daily basis. In addition, we 
want to continue to pay our loyal staff. Please  

mail-in your contributions.  Online giving is now  
possible at our website: saintbernadettechurch,org 

 
Thank you to the many of you who have been so  

generous and responsive in these difficult times, so far 
we have received $3,162.00 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday:  Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 
  8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab 
  [33a]/Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21  
  [33a]/Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a,  
  35bc-36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7
  -8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-
  20ab [19a]/Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps  
  11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 7b]/Jn 21:20-25 

 
 

St. Bernadette Church 
Address: 385 Townsend Avenue,  

New Haven, CT 06512 
Phone Number: (203) 467-1007 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 
 

E-Mail: stberndtchurch@sbcglobal.net 
 

Website: www.saintbernadettechurch.org 



Seventh Sunday of Easter 

From the Pen of Fr. M.  
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy.D. 

 

The Priestly Prayer of Jesus 
 “Father protect them that they may believe”  

 (John 17: 1-26) 

In the gospel account for this Seventh Sunday in the 
Easter Season, the Church focuses attention on what has 
been referred to as the Priestly Prayer of Jesus (John 17:1-
26). Jesus prays for his disciples because as any priest,  
Jesus who is the High Priest offers intercession; he offers 
not only prayers but he also offers himself to the Father on 
behalf of those who he leaves behind: his disciples.  

In John 17:1-2, the evangelist describes Jesus as being:  
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that 

the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give [to them] eternal life to all whom 
you have given him.” 

It is precisely in and through Jesus’ redemptive mission 
as Son and Messiah that Jesus is entrusted with the souls of 
his disciples; men and women of faith for all ages past and 
future. 

In verse 3, John recounts Jesus’ interpretation of eternal 
life: “And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 
Father, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you the 
Father have sent.”  

To know God is to know Jesus and in knowing Jesus, 
one comes to believe in Jesus as Lord and Messiah. 
Knowledge of Jesus leads to belief in God, the One True 
God. This for St. John is eternal life. 

These same words are heard in the gospel accounts  
throughout the Easter Season. The theme continues because 
of its vital importance for men and women of faith in their 
journey through this world. In Jesus’ response to Thomas 
who questions Jesus as to where he is going, Jesus says:  

“I am the way, and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
[you] have seen him” (John 14: 6-7). 

In Jesus’ response to Philip who requests that Jesus 
show the disciples the Father, Jesus answers: 

“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show me the Father?’ Do you not believe that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I 
say to you, I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. Believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me” (John 14:9-11). 

The believer has a special relationship with Jesus and 
the Father. In addition, the believer receives eternal life. 
However, there is so much more. This privileged and 
unique relationship with the Father and the Son enables the 
disciple to accomplish great things while still in the world; 
even greater things than Jesus accomplished.  

“Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 
also do the works that I do and in fact, will do greater 
works than these because I am going to the Father” (John 
14:12). 

The “great works” about which Jesus speaks are  
accomplished due to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; the 
Advocate who is promised by Jesus. 

 “And I will ask the father and he will give you another 
Advocate to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees nor 
knows him. You know him because he abides with you and 
he will be in you” (John 14: 16-17). 

In essence, he who believes not only knows God and 
the Son who the Father has sent into the world, he [the  
disciple] will also participate in Jesus’ redemptive work. 



As Jesus returns to the Father, he will in turn send the 
Advocate who will be the true instrument through which 
men and women of faith accomplish great works in Jesus’ 
name. The disciple will recognize the Advocate because like 
the first disciples, they will no longer experience a troubled 
heart because they will not be abandoned by Jesus. 

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In 
a little while the world will no longer see me but you will 
see me because I live, and you also will live. On that day, 
you will know that I am in the Father, and you in me, and I 
in you” (John 14: 18-20). 

In the above verses, Jesus promises to revisit the  
disciples but not in his present form. Jesus will return in the 
form of pure Spirit: the Holy Spirit. “On that day,” refers to 
Pentecost.  

At Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descends upon the 
heads of the apostles as fire, all things will be made clear 
because they will begin to see through the eyes of faith and 
from that point on, they will accomplish great things even 
greater than Jesus.  

Jesus’ glorification by the Father hinges on the  
completion of the mission that the Father has entrusted to 
the Son. St. John emphasizes this point by his deliberate 
change in person. John goes from the third person (verses 1 
& 2), in which Jesus refers to himself in the third person, 
“Son” to (verses 4 & 5) in which he speaks of himself in 
the first person, “I.” 

“I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you 
gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own  
presence with the glory that I [once} had in your presence 
before the world began” (John 17: 4-5). 

In the above verses, Jesus requests of the Father that 
having completed his mission in the world for which he was 
sent, the Father will now in turn honor the Son with his [the 
Father’s] presence just as it was prior to the existence of the 
world. 

The theme of pre-existence is re-visited again in 17:24. 
“Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given 

to me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which 
you have given me because you loved me before the  
foundation of the world.” 

Jesus requests that the love which initially formed the 
Godhead, i.e., Father, Son and Holy Spirit (the Holy  
Trinity), which existed prior to the inception of the world is 
now given to Jesus’ disciples. When this is accomplished, 
men and women of faith who live in the world but who do 
not belong to the world will be given a greater participation 
in the pure love (agape) that exists between the members of 
the Godhead: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The theme of the preexistence of Jesus with the Father 
points to the opening words of St. John’s Gospel. In the 
prologue, John describes Jesus as the Word [of God] made 
to be flesh. Coming from the Greek, the word is translated 
as Logos. 

“In the beginning was the word (Logos) and the word 
(Logos) was with God and the word (Logos) was God. He 
(Logos) was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him and without him not one thing came into 
being” (1:1-3). 

In 17:6-8, John reinforces verses 2 and 4 and the theme 
of glorification and obedience on the part of Jesus in  
carrying out and fulfilling the Father’s mission for the Son: 

Verse 2: “.... since you have given him authority [Jesus 
speaking of self in 3rd person] over all people to give  
eternal life to all whom you have given him. 

Verse 4: “I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 
that you gave me to do.” 

Verses 6-8: summarize and complete verses 2 and 4: 
“I have made you known to those whom you gave me 

from the world. Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you; for the words that you gave me, I 
have given to them, and they have received them [God’s 
word] and know in truth that I come from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me.”  

God has been revealed in word (Logos); Jesus is the 
Word made flesh. It is through the Word (Logos), and only 
through the Word (Logos), that God is made known and 
lives in the hearts of men and women of faith. In the verses 
that remain in chapter 17, Jesus prays that the disciples who 
are now (as Jesus prepares to depart) the new bearers of the 
Word (Logos) will remain faithful and strong in their  
mission in and to the believers who live in the world and 
who desire to know Jesus as they [the disciples] have come 
to know him.  

“Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one” (John 
17:11). 

“I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but 
I ask you to protect them from the evil one” (John 17:15). 



“Sanctify them in the truth; your word [Logos] is 
truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world. And for their sakes, I sanctify myself, 
so that they also may be sanctified in truth” (17:17-19).   

Jesus is God’s Word (Logos) made flesh. It is through 
God’s Word that Jesus reveals the Father. In revealing the 
Father who bestows to the believer the experience of the 
Kingdom of God in the present and the promise of eternal 
life in the future. 

Jesus prays that his disciples may believe. The they, 
refers not only to the disciples but also to the Christian 
community that professes the name of Jesus. The concept of 
belief goes beyond commitment and love. According to St. 
John, true belief presupposes a conscious response to the 
fact that Jesus is truly the Messiah of God. It is the  
individual who not only believes that Jesus is the Messiah 
but also acknowledges and confesses that Jesus is the Son of 
God. Such is the person who fulfills the Johannine  
requirement of believing in Jesus. 

According to this priestly prayer of Jesus the believer 
comes to faith in Jesus through his word and through the 
ministry of the disciples. In other words, if the Holy Spirit 
bears witness to Jesus and begins to work in and through 
the community, he does so through the preaching and the 
ministry of the disciples. Jesus prays that the proclamation 
of the Word of God preached and lived-out by the disciples 
will result in the same kind of unity among the hearers that 
exists between Jesus and the Father.  

Jesus’ prayer for his children is also his gift. This gift 
is the gift of faith that will unite all the disciples of Jesus for 
all ages. This unity for which Jesus prays involves a  
relationship that is present among the believers and is  
directed to and rooted in love of the Father through the Son. 
This (vertical) love between the individual and God is also 
expressed in the (horizontal) love of neighbor.  

The message of Jesus, “I in them and you in me,”  
indicates that this unity expressed through belief in Jesus is 
not mere human fellowship or camaraderie among  
Christians. It involves a unique and intimate participation in 
the unity that exists between the Father and the Son. 

May 24, 2020 

The Father gives life to the Son: thus, Christians share 
in this unity between the Father and Son because they are 
recipients of this life through the waters of Baptism. Not 
only have they received this life, they (Christians) must 
demonstrate new life in their relationships with others.    

As God’s Word (Logos) becomes disseminated through-
out the body of believers through the teaching and preach-
ing of the disciples, “the world may believe that you (God) 
sent me (Jesus). This statement of Jesus does not mean that 
the world will come to believe in Jesus in the same manner 
that the Christian has come to believe in him. Nor does it 
mean that the world will believe at all. “…that the world 
might believe,” means that the believing Christian will 
demonstrate to the world the same type of challenge that 
Jesus presented: the challenge to recognize God in Jesus 
and Jesus in one another.  

The challenge is presented and offered to each of us, as 
followers of Jesus. It is not easy being and remaining a 
Christian in the 21st century. Yet, men and women of faith 
are called according to their state in life to model that same 
unity in love that exists between the Father and the Son. 

Men and women of faith are called and commissioned 
by nature of their baptism and confirmation to become an 
extension of the gospel message in a 21st world where God, 
organized religion and faith are minimized and no longer 
viewed as a priority in their daily/weekly schedules. It  
becomes our challenge to accept discipleship and make  
present the Christ whose Spirit dwells within each of us. 

  “This is how they will know that you are my disciples, 
if you love one another” (John 13:34). JNM 



Memorial Day Remembrance 

On this Memorial Day weekend, we raise 

our hearts, our voices and our hands in prayer in 

deepest gratitude to those men and women who 

paid the ultimate price; for all those who have 

fought and continue to fight so that we may enjoy 

the fruits of living in freedom. May God continue to 

bless them and their families. And may God Bless 

America!  

From the Pen of Fr. Murasso  
 

 My dear parishioners of Saint Bernadette:  
It is with joyful anticipation that I announce to you 

that Saint Bernadette Church has turned a new page 
and is beginning a new and exciting chapter in her 
mission as a parish family. It comes as no surprise to 
you that after about a dozen years of conversation and 
speculations, Saint Bernadette Church is moving  
forward to a merger with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina  
Parish; coming together with parishioners of the  
former parishes of St. Clare, Saint Vincent de Paul and 
Our Lady of Pompeii. 

While, sadly, our parish school will close at the 
end of this school year, Saint Bernadette Church upon 
merging with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina will continue its 
pastoral ministry meeting the spiritual needs for  
generations to come. 

 

What Does This Mean for Saint Bernadette? 
By merging with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, many 

wonderful things will happen:  
 Our parish ministries will be increased and  
consequently, strengthened, which include pastoral 
care, social outreach, ministry to the homebound, 
youth ministry, hospital and hospice ministries to 
name but a few. 
 The talents, gifts, traditions and histories of each 
church merged into St. Pio of Pietrelcina will  
enable each of us as priests and parishioners to 
better serve the needs of one another and of the 
greater community. 
 A merger also means that while the corporate 
name changes, the names of the individual  
churches remain the same. For example, the name 
on the sign in front of Saint Bernadette will read: 
Saint Pio of Pietrelcina Parish and the second 
line: Saint Bernadette Church. 
 The traditions, history, social and spiritual events 
will continue. Saint Bernadette will not lose her 
identity as she becomes part of Saint Pio of 
Pietrelcina. 
 It will no longer be: “them” and “us” or “me” 
and “you.” Rather, the new pronoun will be “US!”  
 The merging of Saint Bernadette with Saint Pio 
of Pietrelcina is a lifeline, which will enable Saint 
Bernadette’s doors to remain open, permitting her 
to remain vibrant and growing.  

 
In the words of Pope Francis:  
“The Church’s mission, directed to all men and 

women of good will is based on the transformative 
power of the Gospel.  The Gospel is Good News filled 
with contagious joy, for it contains and offers new life: 
the life of the Risen Christ who by bestowing his  
life-giving Spirit becomes for us the Way, the Truth 
and the Life” (cf. Jn. 14:6).  



  FR. MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 
 

We will get through these difficult 
days BETTER, if we live one moment at 
a time by placing our trust in God and 
raising our voices and our hands in 
prayer to a MERCIFUL and LOVING  
FATHER. 

***********   *********   *********** 

Although public Masses are not 
being celebrated with congregations, 
private Masses continue to be  
celebrated by Father Patrick, Fr.  
Zacharias, Fr. Galasso and  
myself throughout these times.  
Parishioners who have reserved Masses 
for loved-ones can be assured that their  
Masses are being celebrated and their 
loved-ones remembered. JNM  

 “He is the Way who invites us to follow him with 
confidence and courage.  In following Jesus as 
our Way, we experience Truth and receive his Life, 
which is fullness of communion with God the Father in 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  That life sets us free from 
every kind of selfishness and is a source of creativity 
in love.” 

It is the Spirit of the Risen Jesus about which 
Francis speaks that calls each of us into a new faith 
relationship with one another as members of the Body 
of Christ. We look for guidance and inspiration from 
our new patron, Padre Pio who was no stranger to the 
Cross of Jesus to which you and I are called to  
embrace on a daily basis.  

We also look for guidance from the patroness of 
our church, Saint Bernadette Soubirous, and ask her to 
guide us through these next few months that we as a 
new and expanded parish community will continue to 
meet the needs of those who depend on us for spiritual 
sustenance and in doing so, become an extension of 
Christ in the world. These are exciting times for St. 
Bernadette Parish and I an happy to be your pastor! 

We remember the words of Jesus as he instructed 
his disciples on the conditions of Discipleship. 

“Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever  
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it’” (Matthew 16:24-25). 

Our new parish of St. Pio of Pietrelcina will have 
three campuses with three worship sites: Saint  

Bernadette, St. Vincent de Paul and Our Lady of  
Pompeii. JNM 
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