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ST. BERNADETTE CHURCH                  New Haven, CT 

Remember to pray for those in the  
hospital, nursing homes, the  
homebound, those battling addiction, 
those touched by violence and the sick 
of our parish especially: Christina  
Meoli, Ed Piazza, Patty Peters, Hank  

Luzzi, Father Carter, Laura Luzzi, Michelle Smith, Ron Mattei, 
Angela Riccio, Charlene Tantalo, Al Forgione, Gabriella  
Garrity, Beverly  Fucci, W.D. Merkle, Phyllis Anastasio,  
Cheryl Barbara, Carmine DelBasso, Laura-Phyllis Esposito, 
Diana Vitelli O’Brien, Peg Dmytruk, Meghan Keeney, Pamela 
Willis, Laura Luzzi, Gennaro Milone, Josephine Milano, Jo 
Vuolo 
 

Please call the rectory if you  would  like  to  add  or  re-add  a  
name to  this  prayer list. 

The Sanctuary Candle reminds us of the real 
presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. This week the candle 
in the Church burns for the Greater Glory and in memory of:  
Anthony J. Giordano (Birthday) by Wife, Rena, Daughter, 
Maria & Son-in-Law, Paul 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
SATURDAY, June 6 - Vigil - Most Holy Trinity 
4:00pm                   + Julia Ferraiuolo (Anniversary) 
         by Mary, Carol & Family 
SUNDAY, June 7 - Most Holy Trinity 
8:00am                   + Andrew Sarno (21st Ann.) 
          by Daughter, Anna Hamilton & Family 
10:00am                 + Stanley Rostkowski 
          by Edward Flynn 
6:00pm                   + Personal Intentions 
MONDAY, June 8 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Deacon James F. O’Neill 
          by Hugh & Martha O’Neill 
TUESDAY, June 9 - St. Ephrem 
8:00am                   + In Memory of Christine D’Agostino 
          by Sisters, Madelyn & Rose 
WEDNESDAY, June 10 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Anthony J. Giordano (Birthday) 
          by Wife, Rena, Daughter, Maria  
          & Son-in-Law, Paul 
9:00am        School Mass 
THURSDAY, June 11 - St. Barnabas 
8:00am                   + Francesco Carbone, Teresina Mele, 
        Giuseppe Bevilacqua & Caterina  
        Garrubba 
          by Caterina & Maria Carbone 
FRIDAY, June 12 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Personal Intention 
SATURDAY, June 13 - Vigil - Most Holy Body & Blood of 
              Christ 
4:00pm                   + Donna Tucker 
        by Family 
SUNDAY, June 14 - Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
8:00am                   + Michael Morgillo (Anniversary) 
          by Family 
10:00am                 + Deceased Mem. of LoRicco Family 
6:00pm                   + Jill Trodo (2nd Ann.) 
       by Connolly Children 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

With public Masses cancelled, please continue to  
support the parish. We need your support as the  

operations continue on a daily basis. In addition, we 
want to continue to pay our loyal staff. Please  

mail-in your contributions.  Online giving is now  
possible at our website: saintbernadettechurch,org 

 
Thank you to the many of you who have been so  

generous and responsive in these difficult times, so far 
we have received $3,550.00 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 
  [52b]/2 Cor 13:11-13/Jn 3:16-18  
Monday: 1 Kgs 17:1-6/Ps 121:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-
  8 [cf. 2]/Mt 5:1-12 
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 17:7-16/Ps 4:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7a]/
  Mt 5:13-16 
Wednesday: 1 Kgs 18:20-39/Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab  
  and 8, 11 [1b]/Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3/Ps 65:10, 11, 
  12-13 [2a]/Mt 5:20-26 
Friday:  1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b- 
  9abc, 13-14 [8b]/Mt 5:27-32 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 19:19-21/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 
  9-10 [cf. 5a]/Mt 5:33-37 

 
 
 

St. Bernadette Church 
Address: 385 Townsend Avenue,  

New Haven, CT 06512 
Phone Number: (203) 467-1007 

 
E-Mail: stberndtchurch@sbcglobal.net 

 
Website: www.saintbernadettechurch.org 



Most Holy Trinity 

From the Pen of Fr. M.  
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy.D. 

 

The Holy Trinity 
St. Matthew 28:16-20 

 

          The first Sunday after the Feast of Pentecost, the Church 
traditionally celebrates the feast of the Holy Trinity or Blessed 
Trinity. The feast of the Holy Trinity is one of the oldest dogmas 
of the Catholic faith and is considered to be central to our  
Christian faith. The dogma of the Holy Trinity states that in the 
One God, there are three Persons who are one and united and at 
the same time separate and distinct: 

• God the Father, 

• God the Son, 

• God the Holy Spirit. 

We hear in the sacred scriptures, especially throughout the 
Easter Season, Jesus speaking about the relationship, which exists 
between himself and the Father.  In addition to this close and inti-
mate union with the Father, Jesus also describes a similar union 
between himself and his followers. This special  
relationship, which continues to exist between Jesus and those 
who believe in him is initiated by the Holy Spirit. It is this Spirit 
of Jesus, the Advocate or the Paraclete, who dwells within each 
of his believers and who calls each of us by name. 

Shortly after the Resurrection, Jesus summons his apostles 
to the mountain and speaking in the Trinitarian formula, St.  
Matthew records the following incident:  

“The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had ordered them. When they saw him, they  
worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to 
them, ‘All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age’” (Matthew 
28: 16-20). 

In biblical literature, the mountain is used in both the Old and 
New Testaments as a place where God dwells and from which, 
God makes pronouncements. It is no accident that Matthew  
begins and concludes his gospel account of Jesus’ ministry on the 
top of the mountain, with a clear and distinct pronouncement 
from God.  

Returning to the scope of this reflection on the Holy Trinity, 
it is important to note that it was precisely in the teachings of  
Jesus that the early Church began to understand the unity of love 
that characterizes the mystery of the Godhead. 

 

St. Augustine of Hippo 
St Augustine who was a bishop and doctor of the Church 

lived in the third century. He speaks of this Divine Godhead of 
Three Persons in One God in his brilliant work entitled  
DeTrinitate, translated: Concerning the Holy Trinity. In this  
magnificent work, Augustine reflects on the truths of the Holy 
Trinity from a scriptural and also, from a psychological  
perspective in terms of the consciousness of the three persons.  

Augustine begins by saying that in the Holy Trinity of  
Persons, the Son is begotten by the Father by an eternal  
generation and the Holy Spirit proceeds by an eternal procession 
from the Father and the Son. The Persons, says St. Augustine are 
co-eternal and also co-equal.  St. Augustine looks to the  
scriptures, which support the belief in a Trinity of Persons:  

“In the beginning was the Word; the Word was in God’s 
presence, and the Word was God. He was present to God in the 
beginning. Through him all things came into being, and apart 
from him nothing came to be. Whatever came to be in him, found 
life, life for the light of men” (John 1:1-3). 

In the above passage, St. John makes reference to the Word 
who is Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. In the 
first part of John’s Prologue, John says that Jesus and the Father 
are One from the beginning of time. Through the Father all things 
came to be including Jesus. The Father spoke; thus, the  
spoken Word was so powerful that the manifestation of which, 
took flesh in the Person of Jesus Christ. St. Augustine refers to 
this as the “First Procession.” 

The role or the purpose of Jesus as the Second Person of the 
Holy Trinity is one of obedience; obedience to the will of the  
Father. The role of the Father is to create and to be. This  
relationship, which is rooted in love (agape) is further recognized 
in what St. Augustine calls the Second Procession, which is the 
emergence of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit emerges as a result 
of the love relationship that exists between the Father and the 
Son. The Holy Spirit is the source of unity and the source of  
healing in a world that is fragmented by sin and untruth.  

From the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, he has revealed  
himself in terms of his relationship with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit. At times, Jesus speaks of the sameness between himself 
and the Father. Yet, at other times he speaks of their separateness. 
For example: 

Jesus tells us in St. John’s Gospel: “The Father loves the Son 
and has given everything over to him” (3:35). 

******** 
“I cannot do anything of myself. I judge as I hear, and my 

judgment is honest because I am not seeking my own will, but 
rather, the will of him who sent me” (5:30). 

******** 
“Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I 

will not reject anyone who comes to me,  
because I come down from heaven, not to do my will, but the will 
of the one who sent me” (6:39). 



“Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him 
comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the one 
who is from God; he has seen the Father” (6:44-45).  

******** 
“Whoever sees me, sees the one who sent me, because I 

and the Father are one” (12:45). 
******** 

“No one comes to the Father but through me. If you really 
knew me, you would know my Father also. From this point on, 
you know him; you have seen him” (14:5-7). 

******** 
“Whoever has seen me, has seen the Father…I am in the  

Father and the Father is in me” (14:8-9). 
******** 

“The words that I speak are not spoken of myself; it is the 
Father who lives in me accomplishing his work” (14:10). 

******** 
“Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my  

Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our 
dwelling with him” (14:23) 

******** 
“The Paraclete, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in 

my name” (14:26). 
******** 

“If you truly loved me you would rejoice that I go to the  
Father, for the Father is greater than I” (14:28). 

******** 
“When the Advocate comes whom I will send to you from the 

Father, the Spirit of Truth who proceeds from the Father will 
testify to me” (15:26). 

******** 
“Everything that the Father has is mine; for this reason, I 

have told you that he will take from what is mine and declare it to 
you” (16:15). 

******** 
“Whatever you ask the Father he will give you in my 

name” (16:23). 
******** 

“I pray not only for these, but also for those who will believe 
in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, 
Father, are in me and I in you’ (17:20). 

 

The First Christians  
From the first century, the early Church had begun to  

profess their faith in the Triune God. There is evidence that the 
infant Church began baptizing its members: “In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” prior to the end of 
the first century. We who live in the twenty-first century are 
called and commissioned, by nature of our own Baptism to share 
in the life of the Godhead.  

It is through Jesus Christ, nourished by the Holy Spirit that 
we, one day will contemplate the face of God. JNM  

From the Pastor’s Pen 
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy.D. 

 

St. Anthony of Padua 
Feast Day: June 13 

 

Next to St. Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua continues 
to be one of the most famous and sought-after saints by people of 
all faiths. A contemporary of St. Francis of Assisi, Anthony was 
born in Lisbon, Portugal in 1195. As the son of a military man, 
Anthony was expected to follow in his father’s footsteps and  
pursue a career in the military. However, as is the case of so 
many men and women throughout history, for whom God had a 
special plan, God appeared to have a plan for Anthony.  

At the age of fifteen, Anthony who was an extremely pious 
and spiritually-minded young boy decided to enter a religious 
order called the Congregation of Canons Regular of St.  
Augustine. He dedicated himself to prayer, study and piety. 

During this same period, St. Francis of Assisi had been given 
permission by Pope Innocence to establish the religious order of 
Friars Minor. St. Francis’ monks would often go to the monastery 
in Coimbra, Portugal where Anthony was living. There they 
would beg for food. Moved by their piety and simplicity of living, 
Anthony sought to be like them. In addition, several Franciscans 
had recently been martyred in Africa as they attempted to bring 
the Gospel and the message of Christianity to that land. On the 
way to burial, their bodies passed by Anthony’s monastery.  

Moved by their love of Jesus, Anthony, also desired to show 
his love for Christ by shedding his blood in the service of the 
Gospel. Consequently, he petitioned his superiors, asking to be 
released from the commitment, which he had initially made to the 
Augustinians so that he might peruse a life as a Franciscan  
missionary in Africa. 

Anthony was granted permission to take his leave of the  
Augustinians and joined the Franciscans, after which time he was 
immediately sent to Africa as a missionary. It is interesting to 
note, however, that the experiences that Anthony had from this 
point on indicate that the hand of God was at work. God’s will is 
not always our will; Thus, when man’s will clashes with God’s 
will, God’s will always wins. God always gets his way. This is 
something that each of us must never forget as we strive to  
discern the voice of Jesus and the will of God in our own lives. 

 Soon after Anthony arrived in Africa, he became seriously ill 
and was immediately put back on a ship with the intention of  
returning to Portugal where he would receive the necessary  
medical attention. The intention on the part of his superior was to 
give Anthony a new assignment in Portugal once he recovered 
form his illness.  

Perhaps the superior should have first checked with God, 
because God evidently did not want Anthony to return to  
Portugal.  While in route to Portugal, Anthony’s ship was met 
with a violent storm, driving the crew toward the coast of Sicily. 
It was in Sicily that Anthony and the crew sought refuge.  



Anthony received a warm welcome by the Franciscans in 
Italy where he remained with no real plan except to rest and  
recuperate from his illness. However, Anthony never regained his 
health; actually, his health worsened. The consequence of his 
failing health meant that he would be transported to Assisi where 
he would receive the necessary medical treatment.      

Anthony’s failing health and his apparent need to be taken to 
Assisi appears to be yet, another example of God’s ways not  
being man’s ways.  Sometimes God works in very strange and 
mysterious ways but always for the good.  

 

Anthony in Assisi 
At the same time that Anthony was to be transported to  

Assisi, the meeting of the General Chapter of the Franciscan  
Order was taking place.  Although Anthony was not permitted to 
be present for the chapter meetings as a participant because of his 
ill-health, he was, however, permitted to be in attendance as a 
spectator. 

It appeared that Anthony’s brilliance would go unnoticed 
precisely because he would only be a spectator.  In fact, none of 
the other friars paid much attention to Anthony while in Assisi 
because his brother friars were preoccupied with the business of 
the chapter.  And yet, the will of God begins to take shape and to 
become actualized once again. 

Anthony’s health began to improve and it was during this 
initial improvement phase that the superior, Father Gratian,  
befriended the young Anthony and decided to take Anthony to the 
little town of Forli, in the northern part of Italy where he would 
not only receive more care and attention; there, he would also 
assist the hermits in his capacity as chaplain.  Anthony remained 
in Forli for about nine months during which time his health began 
to miraculously improve. Anthony was quite content living with 
the hermits; thus, as his health improved, he began to assume the 
duties of a handyman, which Anthony looked upon as a form of 
internal and exterior mortification.  

 

Best Kept Secret 
Our Omniscient God is so cleaver in providing us with  

surprising and often times unpredictable and astonishing endings. 
The best kept secret in Italy at the time was about to be revealed. 
The son of Portugal was about to emerge and change the Church 
forever. It was at the ordination of one of the friars in the  
community that Anthony would be summoned by God and be 
entrusted with a new mission; a ministry and a mission that he 
neither imagined nor expected.  

For this event, Anthony and the other friars had to leave their 
hermitage and go into the city of Assisi to the local church. Upon 
their arrival, they were informed that the priest who was to  
deliver the homily had suddenly become seriously ill. Therefore, 
the friars in attendance were asked one by one by the superior to 
volunteer and step forward to deliver the homily. 

However, one by one, they all declined. Each gave an excuse 
to the superior as to why he would be unable to deliver a homily. 
Anthony, also declined, however, the superior would not be  
refused and by virtue of Anthony’s vow of obedience, the  
superior ordered him to step to the pulpit and deliver the homily. 

June 7, 2020 

God’s plan was about to be actualized. From this moment on, 
Portugal’s hidden jewel would never remain hidden again but 
would brilliantly radiate the presence and the goodness of God to 
the amazement of all. Anthony ascended the stairway to the pulpit 
and immediately began in his mild, humble tone. He then became 
brilliantly animated as he eloquently, yet, simply portrayed the 
message of the scriptures in a manner that made God in Jesus 
truly real, truly alive and truly meaningful for those in attendance. 

Word quickly got back to Francis who was in Assisi. He  
immediately dispatched Anthony to preach throughout Italy and 
even commissioned him to teach theology in the seminaries.  
Anthony attracted thousands of pilgrims at the weekly Masses 
who came specifically to hear him preach. Neither parish church 
nor auditorium were sufficient to accommodate the multitudes.  

Anthony’s brief sojourn in the world ended at the age of  
thirty-six. Having been elected the Minister Provincial for the 
friars living in the northern part of Italy in 1227 and trying to 
maintain both a rigorous preaching schedule and a daily agenda 
of austere penance, Anthony’s health began to deteriorate. He 
died on June 13, 1231. 

Anthony was elevated to the level of sainthood the very next 
year by Pope Gregory lX and in Padua a basilica was built in his 
honor that includes the remains of his body. In 1561 the body of 
St. Anthony was exhumed, as is often done with those elevated to 
sainthood. Anthony’s body was deteriorated, with the exception 
of his tongue and his index finger. In 1946 St. Anthony was made 
Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius Xll. 

 

Why was the tongue of St. Anthony preserved?  
Anthony’s tongue was preserved because of his ability to 

speak several languages and also because of his brilliant and  
simple manner in which he preached the Word of God. It was 
because of his eloquence in preaching the Word of God and his 
ability for making the sacred scriptures relevant in the lives of his 
listeners that he was referred to as the man with the golden 
tongue. Anthony was an amazing preacher whose words  
conveyed a deep- felt and real-life love of God.  
  

Chapel of the Reliquaries 
At the Basilica of Padua, bearing the saint’s name, behind his 

tomb is the Chapel of the Reliquaries where Anthony’s tongue is 
preserved. St. Anthony’s finger, however, is in the Basilica at 
Lisbon in Portugal, Anthony’s place of birth. 

St. Anthony Bread 
St. Anthony Bread refers to offerings made in thanksgiving to 

God for blessings received through the intercession of St.  
Anthony. There are numerous stories that have emerged with  
regard to St. Anthony Bread. One recounts an incident in 1263, 
when a young child drowned near the site where the Basilica of 
St. Anthony was being built. The mother promised that if her 
child lived, she would give to the poor an amount of corn that was 
equal to the weight of her child. Her prayer was answered. 



 FR. MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 

Although our church has been closed for public Mass, many 
preventative maintenance projects and repairs have been  
undertaken and continue to be ongoing here at Saint  
Bernadette: 
 

THE CRUCIFIX that hangs over the tabernacle was  
refurbished, cracks repaired and completely repainted. It 
truly is a magnificent piece of art, which now has a new look 
to it.  
 

THE GUTTERS at the rectory and the church have been  
repaired. New gutters where needed were installed. 
 

STATUES have been relocated and placed in the former  
janitor’s closet and made into a little shrine with candles for 
parishioners to light. In addition, the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
has gone off to the spa for repair and repainting like the 
cross. The present Sacred Heart of Jesus was taken from the 
convent and will remain at the entrance of the church until 
the larger statue returns.   
 

THE CENTER PEWS in the area of the baptismal font have 
been removed in order to provide more comfortable  
handicapped accessible seating. The space that was created 
with the removal of three pews on each side will also provide 
greater mobility for the celebration of baptism. When we  
resume Masses, two eucharistic ministers will be stationed at 
this newly created break for the distribution of the Eucharist.    
 

TWO SANCTUARY LAMPS have been installed facing each 

other at the arch in the sanctuary. These lights add greater 

dignity to the tabernacle and to our beautiful crucifix. 

NEW LIGHT BULBS have been installed throughout the 

church. This beautiful white light believe-it-or-not is only 45 

watts and is guaranteed to burn for approximately 50 years. 

In addition, NEW TRACK LIGHTING  has been installed in 

the sanctuary. These new lights, which are energy-efficient 

will enable us to see a lot better and will also illuminate the 

crucifix. New plugs were also installed throughout the church, 

replacing the 2-prong plugs.  

CHURCH DOORS have received an oil treatment as a  

preventative maintenance measure to preserve the beautiful 

wood.  

SECURITY SYSTEMS in the church and in the rectory have 
been repaired and upgraded. Both locations are armed at the 
end of each day.  

FR. MURASSO’S MESSAGE BOARD 

On Monday, June 8, morning Masses 
will resume at 8:00am in all of our three 
churches with a maximum capacity of 50 
people. FACIAL MASKS ARE REQUIRED TO 
ENTER THE CHURCHES FOR MASS. 

 Parishioners are asked to enter 

through the FRONT DOORS ONLY.  

Individuals may exit either from the front or 

side entrances. 

There is another story about a famous shopkeeper in France 
named, Louise Bouffier who having lost the key to her shop 
sought the aide of a locksmith who was about to break down the 
door because none of the keys that he had in his possession 
worked.  

The locksmith was asked by the shopkeeper to try the keys 
once again after she prayed through the intercession of St.  
Anthony and promised to give bread to the poor if at the second 
attempt the key worked. Her prayer was answered. Many others 
also received favors through the intercession of St. Anthony; thus, 
joined Louise Bouffier in founding the Charity of St. Anthony 
Bread. Anthony is attributed with thousands of conversions as 
well as miracles of all kinds, from the recovery of lost articles to 
the restoration of heath. 

 It is a custom in both Italy and Portugal to bless small 
loaves of bread at the Mass, which is celebrated on St. Anthony’s 
feast day, June 13.  The bread is then distributed as a reminder of: 

• The many blessings that we continue to receive daily,  
because of God’s undying love for each of us. 

• Just as bread is one of the simplest and most basic forms of 
physical sustenance, so too, is God’s Word…simple and 
basic for the nourishment of our soul. 

 

St. Anthony Bread  

Bread will be blessed at the 8:00am Masses on Thursday, 
June 11. The blessed bread will be available to parishioners after 
Mass and throughout the day to be taken to their homes as a  
reminder of the simple, yet, many blessings that are given to each 
of us everyday. The bread should also be a reminder that “we are 
our brother’s and sisters’ keepers.” As Jesus nourishes us, we 
too, must in turn nourish one another.  JNM  



 
Come along in our company. Welcome the Trinity 

- Father, Son and Spirit-to guide you on your journey. 
Listen to these companions on the way. If your  
journey if leading toward priesthood or religious life, 
call Fr. Michael Casey, Director of Vocations,  
Pastoral Center, 860-761-7456, e-mail  
vocations@aohct.org or visit the web at 
www.hartfordpriest.com 

  The traditions, history, social and spiritual 
events will continue. Saint Bernadette will not lose 
her identity as she becomes part of Saint Pio of 
Pietrelcina. 
 It will no longer be: “them” and “us” or “me” 
and “you.” Rather, the new pronoun will be “US!”  
 The merging of Saint Bernadette with Saint Pio 
of Pietrelcina is a lifeline, which will enable Saint 
Bernadette’s doors to remain open, permitting her 
to remain vibrant and growing.  

 

In the words of Pope Francis:  
“The Church’s mission, directed to all men and women 

of good will is based on the transformative power of the 
Gospel.  The Gospel is Good News filled with contagious 
joy, for it contains and offers new life: the life of the Risen 
Christ who by bestowing his life-giving Spirit becomes for 
us the Way, the Truth and the Life” (cf. Jn. 14:6).  

“He is the Way who invites us to follow him with  
confidence and courage.  In following Jesus as our Way, 
we experience Truth and receive his Life, which is fullness 
of communion with God the Father in the power of the  
Holy Spirit.  That life sets us free from every kind of  
selfishness and is a source of creativity in love. 

It is the Spirit of the Risen Jesus about which Francis 
speaks that calls each of us into a new faith relationship 
with one another as members of the Body of Christ. We 
look for guidance and inspiration from our new patron,  
Padre Pio who was no stranger to the Cross of Jesus to 
which you and I are called to embrace on a daily basis.  

We also look for guidance from the patroness of our 
church, Saint Bernadette Soubirous, and ask her to guide us 
through these next few months that we as a new and  
expanded parish community will continue to meet the 
needs of those who depend on us for spiritual sustenance 
and in doing so, become an extension of Christ in the 
world. These are exciting times for St. Bernadette Parish 
and I an happy to be your pastor! 

We remember the words of Jesus as he instructed his 
disciples on the conditions of Discipleship. 

“Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever  
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it’” (Matthew 16:24-25). 

Our new parish of St. Pio of Pietrelcina will have 
three campuses with three worship sites: Saint  
Bernadette, St. Vincent de Paul and Our Lady of  
Pompeii. JNM 

From the Pen of Fr. Murasso  
 

 My dear parishioners of Saint Bernadette:  
It is with joyful anticipation that I announce to you 

that Saint Bernadette Church has turned a new page 
and is beginning a new and exciting chapter in her 
mission as a parish family. It comes as no surprise to 
you that after about a dozen years of conversation and 
speculations, Saint Bernadette Church is moving  
forward to a merger with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina  
Parish; coming together with parishioners of the  
former parishes of St. Clare, Saint Vincent de Paul and 
Our Lady of Pompeii. 

While, sadly, our parish school will close at the 
end of this school year, Saint Bernadette Church upon 
merging with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina will continue its 
pastoral ministry meeting the spiritual needs for  
generations to come. 

 

What Does This Mean for Saint Bernadette? 
By merging with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, many 

wonderful things will happen:  
 Our parish ministries will be increased and  
consequently, strengthened, which include pastoral 
care, social outreach, ministry to the homebound, 
youth ministry, hospital and hospice ministries to 
name but a few. 
 The talents, gifts, traditions and histories of each 
church merged into St. Pio of Pietrelcina will  
enable each of us as priests and parishioners to  
better serve the needs of one another and of the 
greater community. 
 A merger also means that while the corporate 
name changes, the names of the individual  
churches remain the same. For example, the name 
on the sign in front of Saint Bernadette will read: 
Saint Pio of Pietrelcina Parish and the second line: 
Saint Bernadette Church. 

CHURCH WINDOWS both the stain glass and the exterior 
are in dire need of attention. Estimates are being sought for 
both the glass and the repainting and repairing of the framing 
around the outside of the windows. I am especially concerned 
about the window at the entrance of the church. I would like 
to begin painting this summer.  
 

AIR CONDITIONING UNITS in the church are in need of 
servicing. I have executed a service contract with the Dornfeld 
Company for servicing of the church units.  
 

CHURCH ROOF TILES which is an ongoing preventative 
maintenance project will be taken care of by the Dahill  
Company with whom I have recently extended our service 
contract.   
 

THE ALTAR in the former convent chapel is  
bigger and is in better condition then our present altar. I am 
in the process of replacing the altar in the church with the 
altar that is in the convent chapel. In addition, I am planning 
on relocating one of the altar rails from the chapel to the front 
of the statue of Our Blessed Mother in the front of the church.  
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FULL SERVICE RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Premium Fuel Oil - Service Contracts - Budget Plans
Sales, Service, Repair, Installations - Heating & AC

 Hamden  203-248-6984

Serving The 
Greater New Haven 
AreaLicensed & Insured

LIC #HTG.0301754-S1 
H.O.D. # 0000534

Eugene W. Harris & Co., 
Wealth Management,* Co.

Financial Services - Insurance - Tax Preparation

Striving to Help people increaSe tHeir 
WealtH and reduce tHeir taxeS

250 STATE STREET
STURBRIDGE COMMONS, UNIT B-1

NORTH HAVEN, CT 06473

203-281-2934
866-801-9307

*Eugene W. Harris, Advisory representative offering securities and advisory 
services through Lincoln Financial Securities, Member SIPC. 

Eugene W. Harris & Co., Wealth Management is not affiliated with 
Lincoln Financial Securities Corporation. 

Directors:
Anne Marie Porto DeLucia

Clement L. DeLucia
Albert M. DeLucia

830 Jones Hill Road
West Haven, CT 06516

(203) 934-5000

PORTO 
FUNERAL HOMES

234 Foxon Road (Rt. 80) / East Haven
203-467-3000

Offering assistance with PRE-planning and PRE-financing
Burials ~ Cremation

Iovanne Funeral Home, Inc.

11 Wooster Place • New Haven

203-865-8961203-865-8961
www.iovanne.com

Clancy-Palumbo
FUNERAL HOME

~ Serving East Haven & New Haven~
43 Kirkham Avenue (Center of East Haven)

203-467-2789 
www.Clancy-PalumboFuneralHome.com

Owner/Director: Chris Palumbo

Celentano
Funeral Home

Providing Dignified Service Since 1926

424 Elm Street, New Haven   203-865-1234

 A Benchmark Senior Living Community
 Independent Living •Assisted Living • Memory Care
 Short Term Respite stay
 See how we’re setting the Benchmark 
 in Senior Living every Day Call us today for a personal tour

111 South Shore Dr., East Haven, CT
203-467-0067 • www.benchmarkseniorliving.com

Hours:
Mon.-Sat.
7am - 8pm
Sun: 8am-6pm

Delivery
and

Catering
Available

P&M’s Famous Deli & Prepared Foods
Fruits & Vegetables • Old World Butcher Shop

721 Orange St., New Haven, CT 
203-865-1147 • www.pmorangemarket.com

WLM CPA & CO LLC
William L. Mainella, CPA & Company LLC

Maria Martorelli Fisk
Mariaf@mainellacpa.com
William L. Mainella

Williamm@mainellacpa.com
50 Cherry St., Ste 102, Milford, CT 06460

203-882-7171

CARL P. PROTA, DMD
Amazing & Affordable 

Dental Care for Everyone
1367 N. High Street, E. Haven
203-468-8007
www.drprota.com

1888 -     “132 YEARS OF DIGNIFIED SERVICE”      - 2020
Conveniently Serving The East Shore Community

Centrally Located at Historic Wooster Square • 592 Chapel Street • New Haven, CT 06511
Neil R. Rapuano, President & Fourth Generation Director/Owner 

(203) 624-3411 • www.marescafuneralhome.com Fully Handicapped Accessible

Village InnVillage Inn
Family Restaurant Diner

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Specials Everyday

203-469-5759 • 699 Main St., East Haven
10% OFF with Coupon
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 Turning 
 65?
 I can help with  
 Medicare.

One-on-one Personalized Service
steven.cudgma@shorelineinsurancect.com

203-433-4969 | www.shorelineinsurancect.com

556 Main St, Branford
Access Health CT Authorized Broker & Representing all the MAJOR CARRIERS

Steven P. Cudgma, CLTC

Quality of Life Through Quality of Care

Tina Masciangelo | ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR

203-469-2316
tmasciangelo@wprnc.com • www.wprnc.com

38 Talmadge Avenue • East Haven

We are Family Owned and Operated

ANDREW M. AMENDOLA
ATTORNEY AT LAW

•  ELDER LAW / WILLS / PROBATE 
OF ESTATE

•  POWER OF ATTORNEY / QUIT 
CLAIM DEEDS

•  Real Estate Closings and Refinances
• Auto Accidents / Personal Injury
•  HOUSE CALLS FOR THE  

HOMEBOUND
•  FREE CONSULTATION
Andrew.Amendola01@snet.net

203-469-5333
591 Thompson Avenue, East Haven

A Journey through 
History, Art & Faith

1 State Street, New Haven 
Open 10-5 daily

kofcmuseum.org
203-865-0400

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING

The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

All Saints Cemetery 
North Haven 

203-239-2557 

Mt St Peter Cemetery 
Derby 

203-735-8026

St Lawrence Cemetery 
West Haven

203-624-3980

First Time Ever Discount!!
During the month of April, 2020 get a

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.  
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Full-service home security and alarm
system installation.  

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
FROM A LICENSED EXPERT

203-315-5100 | engineeredsystemsllc.com
KEVIN CUDGMA, Parishioner

kcudgma@gmail.com

THE ALARM GUYS


