
ST. BERNADETTE PARISH 
REVEREND JEREMIAH N. MURASSO, PH.D., ED.D., PSY.D., PASTOR 

REVEREND PATRICK KANE, PAROCHIAL VICAR 
REVEREND ZACHARIAS PUSHPANATHAN, PAROCHIAL VICAR 

MR. GEORGE MCCARROLL, PERMANENT DEACON 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
June 21, 2020 



ST. BERNADETTE CHURCH                  New Haven, CT 

Remember to pray for those in the  
hospital, nursing homes, the  
homebound, those battling addiction, 
those touched by violence and the sick 
of our parish especially: Christina  
Meoli, Ed Piazza, Patty Peters, Hank  

Luzzi, Father Carter, Laura Luzzi, Michelle Smith, Ron Mattei, 
Angela Riccio, Charlene Tantalo, Al Forgione, Gabriella  
Garrity, Beverly  Fucci, W.D. Merkle, Phyllis Anastasio,  
Cheryl Barbara, Carmine DelBasso, Laura-Phyllis Esposito, 
Diana Vitelli O’Brien, Peg Dmytruk, Meghan Keeney, Pamela 
Willis, Laura Luzzi, Gennaro Milone, Josephine Milano, Jo 
Vuolo, Felicia DeRoche 
 

Please call the rectory if you  would  like  to  add  or  re-add  a  
name to  this  prayer list. 

The Sanctuary Candle reminds us of the real 
presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. This week the candle 
in the Church burns for the Greater Glory and in memory of:  
Parishioners of St. Bernadette 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
SATURDAY, June 20 - Vigil - Immaculate Heard of the 
                 Blessed Virgin Mary 
4:00pm                   + Frank Lucibello (Anniversary) 
        by Family 
SUNDAY, June 21 - 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00am                   + Edmund Falcigno, Jr. (Ann.) 
          by Family 
10:00am                 + Thomas DeRosa & Nicholas DiAdamo 
          by Children 
6:00pm                   + Robert Imperato (4th Ann.) 
       by Mom, Shirley Skeens 
MONDAY, June 22 - St. Paulinus of Nola 
8:00am                   + In Honor of Sacred Heart of Jesus in  
          Memory of Christine D’Agostino 
          by Sisters, Madelyn & Rose 
TUESDAY, June 23 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Rosemary Melillo (1st Anniv.) 
          by Porto Funeral Home 
WEDNESDAY, June 24 - Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
8:00am                   + Mary & Agnes McCormick 
          by Hugh & Martha O’Neill 
THURSDAY, June 25 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Ralph Criscuolo (Anniv.) 
          by Son, Henry Criscuolo 
FRIDAY, June 26 - Weekday 
8:00am                   + Personal Intentions 
SATURDAY, June 27 - Vigil - 13th Sunday 
4:00pm                   + Carmel & Gene Raffone (Both Ann.) 
        by Family 
SUNDAY, June 28 - 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00am                   + James Riccio (Birthday) 
          by Riccio Family 
10:00am                 + Joseph & Mary Esposito 
          by Son 
6:00pm                   + Rose Mary Melillo (Ann.) 
       by Family 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

With public Masses cancelled, please continue to  
support the parish. We need your support as the  

operations continue on a daily basis. In addition, we 
want to continue to pay our loyal staff. Please  

mail-in your contributions.  Online giving is now  
possible at our website: saintbernadettechurch,org 

 
Thank you to the many of you who have been so  

generous and responsive in these difficult times, so far 
we have received $3,204.00 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sunday:   Jer 20:10-13/Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35 [14c]/
  Rom 5:12-15/Mt 10:26-33 
Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Ps 60:3, 4-5, 12-13 
  [7b]/Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Ps 48:2-3ab, 
  3cd-4, 10-11 [cf. 9d]/Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday: Vigil: Jer 1:4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15, 17  
  [6b]/1 Pt 1:8-12/Lk 1:5-17. Day: Is 49:1-6/Ps 
  139:1-3, 13-14, 14-15 [14a]/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 
  1:57-66, 80 
Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 [9]/Mt 7:21
  -29 
Friday:  2 Kgs 25:1-12/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/Mt 
  8:1-4 
Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-7, 20-
  21 [19b]/Mt 8:5-17 

 
 
 

St. Bernadette Church 
Address: 385 Townsend Avenue,  

New Haven, CT 06512 
Phone Number: (203) 467-1007 

 
E-Mail: stberndtchurch@sbcglobal.net 

 
Website: www.saintbernadettechurch.org 



Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

From the Pen of Fr. M.  
Reverend Jeremiah N. Murasso, Ph.D., Ed.D., Psy.D. 

 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Feast Day: June 19 
 

Last Friday, June 19, the Church celebrated the Feast of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which is celebrated  
annually on the first Friday that follows the feast of Corpus 
Christi. Actually, the entire month of June is dedicated to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. At first glance, this feast appears 
crude. Non-believers ask, “Why the heart?” However, it is 
not merely the physical heart of Jesus that Catholics honor; 
it is Jesus’ merciful and healing compassion as well as the 
entire mission, ministry and person of Jesus.  

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is directed to and 
focuses upon the Heart of Jesus as a symbol of love just as 
the human heart has become symbolic for the center of 
man’s emotions. The word heart is used in a variety of  
different ways. We use the heart to express   
feelings of joy, love and happiness. The human heart is also 
the center where the feelings of sadness, hate and  
indifference emerge.   

How often, each of us has described another person, or 
heard someone being described with statements like: “She 
has a heart of gold,” or “He has a good heart,” or “I love 
you with all my heart,” or “I give you my heartfelt thanks 
for what you have done for me.” 

We have also heard it said or have in fact made  
statements like: “My heart is breaking,” or “Her heart is 
full of sadness,” or “Their hearts are hardened; thus,  
they cannot hear or see truth.” Such statements are  
descriptive not of a part of man, as if particular organs or 
muscles possess their own autonomy and conscious identity 
for self-expression. Rather, these sentiments are used to  
describe the character or personality of an individual; his/
her feelings and desires.  

The human heart has its own holiday.  Valentine’s Day 
is the celebration not of the physical muscle in the body that 
is responsible for the pumping of blood. Rather, Valentine’s 
Day celebrates love, providing for men and women an  
official and special holiday for expressing the powerful and 
positive emotions that one person has for another.  
Valentine’s Day celebrates the individual’s desire and  
affection for that special other or others in his/her life.  

Our society celebrates St. Valentine’s Day with red  
roses, heart-shaped candies and Hallmark cards, all of 
which are exchanged as expressions of one’s admiration 
and deepest feelings toward a significant other. The red 
heart has in fact, taken on the symbol of love. 

The Greek philosophers described the human heart in 
terms of the whole person.  It was that part of the human 
person that was responsible for life; both physical and  
spiritual life. Biologically, the heart is that muscle in  
humans and animals that pumps blood throughout the body; 
bringing nourishment to all the cells in the body.  

 
Sacred Heart of Jesus  

God works in very mysterious ways; mysterious that is, 
not to God but to the human mind. In every age, God has 
singled out individuals; some who have been religious  
sisters and brothers, others who have been priests and still 
others who have been married with families such as our 
own Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first American saint.  

These individuals came from different parts of the 
world, with different backgrounds and ethnic roots, living at 
different times in history. The common thread, however, 
which links each of them is their personal and intimate call 
by God who entrusted each with a particular mission.  

The mysterious workings of God were seen so vividly 
in His desire for a specific feast that would call attention to 
the institution of the Holy Eucharist and the Real Presence. 
Men and women of faith like the unknown and humble 
Saint Juliana of Liege was privileged to be the recipient of 
numerous revelations from God. It was she who worked 
tirelessly in what would be the eventual establishment of 
the devotion to the Body and Blood of Christ as an annual 
feast in the Church’s calendar.  



Saints such as Francis of Assisi, whose feast is  
celebrated on October 4, and Anthony of Padua celebrated 
on June 13, both made significant contributions to the 
Christian faith, which has had positive and lasting  
consequences in the lives of people of all denominations.  

 
Margaret Mary Alacoque 

The Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is not without its 
mysterious and mystical and seemingly (to the human 
mind) fortuitous origin. Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, a 
seventeenth-century Visitandine nun living in the  
monastery at Paray-le-Monial was, yet, another privileged 
soul whose faith enabled God to work through her, making 
His mark in human history by making conscious to  
mankind His desire for a greater adherence to His Sacred 
Heart. 

 Unlike St. Juliana of Liege who had a devotion to the 
Real Presence, Saint Margaret Mary did not know of, nor 
did she have a previous devotion to the Heart of Jesus. Yet, 
the hand of God was at work. It was the faith of Margaret 
Mary that enabled God to send a powerful message to all of 
mankind. 

 
Margaret Mary’s Visions 

 From 1673-1675, Saint Margaret Mary was favored by 
God in being the recipient of numerous appearances by 
Christ. During these appearances, Jesus spoke of his  
sadness with regard to man’s hardened heart and his  
inability to love Jesus and his Mother.  On one particular 
occasion, on the feast of St. John, Jesus permitted Margaret 
Mary the privilege of resting her head on Jesus’ chest in 
order to hear the beat of his heart.  

It was on June 16, 1675, during the feast of Corpus 
Christi that what has been referred to as the “Great  
Apparition” occurred. At this time, Jesus appeared to  
Margaret Mary and requested that he be honored under the 
image of his “Heart of Flesh.” Jesus said, “Behold the 
heart that has so loved men, instead of gratitude, I receive 
from the greater part of mankind only ingratitude.” 

Jesus went on to tell Margaret Mary that he had chosen 
her for the task of making this devotion to his Sacred Heart, 
a “Feast Day of Reparation.” This special Feast Day, said 
Jesus to Margaret Mary should also be accompanied by:  

• Communion by the faithful. 

• Communion on the first Friday of each month. 

• Observance of a holy hour. 
 

The Church moves slowly but God always gets His 
way! His will is always actualized. By the mid-part of the 
eighteenth century, both religious communities and  
dioceses had begun to make a consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Yet, the Church of France and Rome had 
dragged their feet for years in making Christ’s request a 
reality.  

Ironically, it was at the request of the Queen of France, 
Marie Leszczyńska and not a bishop or the pope who in 
1729, having petitioned Rome received Rome’s consent. 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus was instituted as an official feast 
day and consecration to his Sacred Heart was accepted by 
the French bishops. In 1856, Pope Pius IX extended the 
feast to include the universal Church.  On June 11, 1899, it 
was Pope Leo XIII who consecrated all of mankind to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Margaret Mary Alacoque died in 
1690, and was canonized in 1920, by Pope Benedict XV. 

In June, 1990, in his recognition of the 300th  
anniversary of Saint Margaret Mary’s death, reflecting on 
the life of Saint Margaret Mary and her undying devotion to 
the Heart of Jesus, Pope Saint John Paul II spoke these 
words: 

 “…for it is in the heart of Christ that the human heart 
learns to know the true and unique meaning of its life and 
of its destiny; it is in the Heart of Christ that the human 
heart receives its capacity to love.”  

 

What do we celebrate when we honor the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus? 

We honor and recall the person of Jesus. It is Jesus 
Christ, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity: his Life, 
his Death and his Resurrection that we honor and recall 
each time that we pray to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. In  
addition to the person of Jesus, we also recall Jesus’  
unconditional love and compassion: 

• It is the Sacred Heart of Jesus that felt pain when he 
learned of the death of his best friend and cousin, John 
the Baptist. 

• It is the Sacred Heart of Jesus that wept over  
Jerusalem. 

• It is the Sacred Heart of Jesus that felt remorse and 
empathy for the sick, the blind, the poor and the  
homeless. 

• It is the Sacred Heart of Jesus that conveyed to Saint 
Margaret Mary Alacoque his sorrow and  
disappointment for man’s lack of love for him and his 
mother. 



When we honor the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we recall 
not a lifeless, inanimate heart that is separate from the  
person of Christ. Rather, when Christians celebrate the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus, they recall the Living Heart of the 
Incarnate God. Christians honor and remember that the 
Heart of Jesus is the center and source of all his affections. 
The Heart of Jesus symbolizes and actually testifies to the 
affections and the unconditional love (agape) that pours 
forth from Jesus’ heart like golden rays of light.  

There is a beautiful painting of Jesus, whose author in 
anonymous, portraying Jesus with his exposed heart.  

As one gazes at the picture of the Sacred Heart of  
Jesus, one’s eyes are immediately drawn to the center, to 
the Heart of Christ. Upon further examination of the Heart, 
one becomes aware of the golden rays emanating from and 
converging at the heart’s center.  

The artist wanted to convey the message that all of  
creation; everything that exists and all which is…
begins and ends…comes forth from…and returns to…
the Heart of Christ. In other words, all being has its 
origin and destiny in Jesus Christ.  

Attaching as we should, all of our hopes, our 
dreams, our joys, our sadness and our pain to those 
unquenchable and un-appeasing golden rays that 
emerge from his Sacred Heart, we…each of us…are 
individually and collectively pulled into his merciful 
Heart of unconditional love.  

In such a way, we are entrusted with the propensity 
for becoming for one another, a product of the Love 
that has loved us first. It is this Love (agape) that we 
remember and it is this Love (agape) that we celebrate 
when we honor the Sacred Heart of Jesus.      

The Sacred Heart of Jesus is a very powerful  
image for twenty-first century men and women of 
faith. The image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a  
reminder that all that we are and everything we possess 
has its origin and its destiny in Jesus. With this comes 
the awesome responsibility of making Jesus present in 
our daily lives. JNM  

June 21, 2020 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint   
Bernadette Church: 
 

Knights of Columbus, Rodrigo Council #44, 
is proud and pleased to announce our Council will 
be spearheading a fundraiser to purchase and  
install cameras for live-streaming of our Masses. 

This is so important at this time to expand 
our audience bringing our parish into the homes of 
a larger and broader community of worshipers. 

How wonderful it would be for shut-ins, the 
elderly, the in-firmed and those parishioners and 
friends away on business or vacation that want to 
pray the daily or weekend Masses with us in their 
parish and with their brother and sister  
parishioners.  

Think of how this would bring our beautiful 
parish into the 21st century and expand our beloved 
Saint Bernadette Church.  

The Knights of Columbus, Rodrigo Council 
#44, will plant the seed money to get this endeavor 
started. We will set up a line item in our account so 
that funds collected will be used for this purpose. 
The cost of this endeavor is $10,000.00. 

Donations should be made to K of C  
Rodrigo Council 44. 

You may also contact Sal DeCola, Rico  
Diamintini or Mike Fimiani. 

We Thank You in advance for Your  
Kindness and Generosity. May GOD Shine His 
Blessings on you and Your Family and Friends. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sal DeCola - Grand Knight 
203-641.1857 
 
Enrico Diamintini - Financial Secretary 
203.468.7489 
 
Mike Fimiani - Treasurer 
203.627.9216 



SOMETHING TO PONDER 

The Virtue of Gratitude 
Are you a person who is grateful? Do you thank  

others for what they do for you, such as: wait staff in a  
restaurant, bank tellers, cashiers, the young bagger in the 
supermarket, the nurse who takes your pressure and helps 
you onto the scale, the teacher who goes the extra mile in 
order to assure that you really understand?   

Or are you among those who believe that service  
providers have a job to perform for which they receive  
payment? Are you someone who believes that their 
paycheck is thank-you enough; thus, freeing you from any 
and all obligation to demonstrate gratitude and appreciation 
for what another person has done for you? Do you display 
the nonverbal attitude, which often times speaks volumes: 
“After all it’s their job?”  

Are you one of those individuals who are slow to  
express appreciation for a service rendered, or a  
compliment given? Yet, are quick to criticize and castigate 
when service falls short of your expectations? Are you 
grateful for what you have? Or, do you compare what you 
have against what others have who in your eyes are less 
deserving? Are you a person who blames hardships, missed 
opportunities and personal losses on someone else? Do you 
even blame God?  

 
Gratitude: Mother of Virtues 

Gratitude is the greatest among all the other virtues  
because gratitude encompasses all the other virtues. In  
addition, the individual who practices and displays a  
grateful human spirit is probably the individual who by his/
her nature, also demonstrates such virtues as charity,  
generosity, kindness, forgiveness and tolerance.  

In a damaged, broken society such as ours, due to  
excessive fear, mistrust and suspicion, it becomes a  
challenging assignment for busy and anxious individuals to 
consciously demonstrate and to project a sense of gratitude 
in our relationships with others, whether they be  
co-workers, casual acquaintances, friends, or even  
members of our family. At times we are even consciously 
ungrateful to God. 

Authentic Happiness 
The demonstration of a grateful human spirit enables us to 

put the crisis of the moment as well as the dilemma of the day in 
proper perspective. The person who is in possession of a grateful 
human spirit is the person who becomes sensitive to the minor 
and at times miniscule miracles that present themselves on a daily 
basis. If we do not recognize them each and every day, it is not 
because they are not happening. Rather, it is due to the fact that 
there is a flaw in the way we are living our lives and  
conducting our affairs.  

Being grateful and demonstrating appreciation for life and for 
what we have may help us to accept the unexpected twists of fate; 
those existential curved balls that come our way from time to 
time. Showing appreciation for the smallest of miracles that  
happen all around us on a daily basis may result in a greater level 
of personal acceptance; thus, greater tolerance for others 

Grateful people are less critical of others and more  
accepting of difference. They are also, individuals who view life 
as well as their own short-comings with less drama and more  
passion. They are less inclined to look at life through the lens of 
the glass being half empty, and more inclined to see it as being 
half full. People who are grateful for what they have are less  
inclined to constantly think that more is owed to them.  

Are you a grateful person? Do you show your appreciation 
for even the littlest acts of kindness that come your way? Or are 
you too busy to notice? When was the last time that you said, 
“Thank-you,” to another who did something or said something 
that made your existence in this world a bit better? Truly,  
something to ponder! JNM  



It is the Spirit of the Risen Jesus about which Francis speaks 
that calls each of us into a new faith relationship with one another 
as members of the Body of Christ. We look for guidance and  
inspiration from our new patron, Padre Pio who was no stranger 
to the Cross of Jesus to which you and I are called to embrace on 
a daily basis.  

We also look for guidance from the patroness of our church, 
Saint Bernadette Soubirous, and ask her to guide us through these 
next few months that we as a new and expanded parish  
community will continue to meet the needs of those who depend 
on us for spiritual sustenance and in doing so, become an  
extension of Christ in the world. These are exciting times for St. 
Bernadette Parish and I an happy to be your pastor! 

We remember the words of Jesus as he instructed his  
disciples on the conditions of Discipleship. 

“Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever  
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it’” (Matthew 16:24-
25). 

Our new parish of St. Pio of Pietrelcina will have three  
campuses with three worship sites: Saint Bernadette, St. Vincent 

de Paul and Our Lady of Pompeii. JNM 

From the Pen of Fr. Murasso  
 

 My dear parishioners of Saint Bernadette:  
It is with joyful anticipation that I announce to you that 

Saint Bernadette Church has turned a new page and is  
beginning a new and exciting chapter in her mission as a 
parish family. It comes as no surprise to you that after about 
a dozen years of conversation and speculations, Saint  
Bernadette Church is moving forward to a merger with 
Saint Pio of Pietrelcina Parish; coming together with  
parishioners of the former parishes of St. Clare, Saint  
Vincent de Paul and Our Lady of Pompeii. 

While, sadly, our parish school will close at the end of 
this school year, Saint Bernadette Church upon merging 
with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina will continue its pastoral  
ministry meeting the spiritual needs for generations to 
come. 

 

What Does This Mean for Saint Bernadette? 
By merging with Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, many  

wonderful things will happen:  
 Our parish ministries will be increased and  
consequently, strengthened, which include pastoral 
care, social outreach, ministry to the homebound, youth 
ministry, hospital and hospice ministries to name but a 
few. 
 The talents, gifts, traditions and histories of each 
church merged into St. Pio of Pietrelcina will  
enable each of us as priests and parishioners to  
better serve the needs of one another and of the greater 
community. 
 A merger also means that while the corporate name 
changes, the names of the individual churches remain 
the same. For example, the name on the sign in front of 
Saint Bernadette will read: Saint Pio of Pietrelcina  
Parish and the second line: Saint Bernadette Church. 
  The traditions, history, social and spiritual events will  
continue. Saint Bernadette will not lose her identity as 
she becomes part of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina. 
 It will no longer be: “them” and “us” or “me” and 
“you.” Rather, the new pronoun will be “US!”  
 The merging of Saint Bernadette with Saint Pio of  
Pietrelcina is a lifeline, which will enable Saint  
Bernadette’s doors to remain open, permitting her to 
remain vibrant and growing.  

 
In the words of Pope Francis:  
“The Church’s mission, directed to all men and women of 

good will is based on the transformative power of the  
Gospel.  The Gospel is Good News filled with contagious joy, for 
it contains and offers new life: the life of the Risen Christ who by 
bestowing his life-giving Spirit becomes for us the Way, the Truth 
and the Life” (cf. Jn. 14:6).  

“He is the Way who invites us to follow him with  
confidence and courage.  In following Jesus as our Way, we  
experience Truth and receive his Life, which is fullness of  
communion with God the Father in the power of the  
Holy Spirit.  That life sets us free from every kind of  
selfishness and is a source of creativity in love. 
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15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.  
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Full-service home security and alarm
system installation.  

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
FROM A LICENSED EXPERT

203-315-5100 | engineeredsystemsllc.com
KEVIN CUDGMA, Parishioner

kcudgma@gmail.com

THE ALARM GUYS


