

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekends
Saturday ² 4:00 pm
Sunday ² 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm
Weekdays
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat., ² 9:00 am

HOLY DAY MASSES 

Vigil Mass ² 7:30 pm
Day of ² 9:00 am & 7:30 pm

CONFESSION SCHEDULE

Saturday ² 3:00²3:30 pm
After all Masses the first full weekend of
the month as well as by appointment

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday (9:00 am) Velma Mayfield
Tuesday (9:00 am) +Joseph Farrell
Wednesday (9:00 am) +Joseph Halbe
Friday (9:00 am) +Joseph Halbe
Saturday (9:00 am) +Joseph Halbe
(4:00 pm) +Joe Halbe
Sunday (8:00 am) Parishioners
(10:00 am) +Marge Markowich
(12:00 pm) +James Combs
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OFFICE HOURS Monday²Wednesday: 9:30 am²4:30 pm; CLOSED from 12:30 pm²1:00 pm; Sunday as announced
SACRAMENTS:
MARRIAGE Please contact the office at least 6 months in
advance for preparation and scheduling.

BAPTISM Please contact the office to schedule
PERPETUAL ADORATION
24 hour exposition of the blessed sacrament in the Chapel of
Our Lady of Czestochowa. Please call the parish office for
the door code.

DEVOTIONS
Rosary is at 8:30 am before the daily Mass
Novena to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal is after daily
Mass on Monday
Holy Hour is after the first Saturday daily Mass

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sunday 9:45 am²12:15 pm (includes 10:00 am Mass)
K8 and Rite of Christian Initiation for Children
Contact Maria Centeno, Director of Religious Ed, at 
3012622227


ANOINTING OF THE SICK is for those who are seriously ill or injured, the dying, and the elderly. Please call the
office for more information. There is an after hours number
on the parish voicemail for emergencies.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS
For the nonCatholic who is considering joining the Catholic
Church and the baptized Catholic who needs to complete the
sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion. Contact
the parish office.

YOUTH MINISTRY
For all newly confirmed and 912th grades. Contact Joseph
Salser, Youth Minister, at youthmin.ascension@gmail.com
for questions or more information

MINISTRY TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND
Please contact the parish office at any time to arrange for
home Eucharist or pastoral visit for these valued members of
our parish family. 
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PASTOR

Fr. Larry Young

SECRETARY

Sharon Fanning

BOOKKEEPER

Marilyn 
Donovan

DIRECTOR of
RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

Maria Centeno

YOUTH 
MINISTRY &
LITURGY

Joseph Salser

MUSIC 
MINISTRY

Kevin
Schellhase

HALL
MANAGER

Nick Muller
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Annual Appeal: 
This weekend is Commitment Weekend for the 2020 Annual
Appeal. Please be generous in making your pledge. No gift
is too small and will support more than 60 minutes and programs benefitting countless women, men, children and families in the Church of Washington, including within our own
parish and local community. As in every year, 100% of
your contribution to the Annual Appeal will be designated to
the ministries and programs supported by the Appeal.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous
response.

Women's Lenten Endow Study on Prayer 
During Lent, we are called by the Church to pray, fast and
give alms. Join other women in our parish on the Sunday
evenings of Lent at 8pm to let St. Teresa of Avila, Teacher
of Prayer lead us into deeper and more fruitful conversations
with Christ. "With her feminine heart and deep spiritual
wisdom, St. Teresa helps us embark on the spiritual
journey that takes place within our souls. She guides us
through what she coined "The Interior Castle," where Christ
abides in the center of our being. " Please contact Lina Martin for more information at admin@womenserving
women.com All are welcome! Books can be purchased
through Endow website. Study begins the Sunday before
Ash Wednesday, February 23rd, hope to see you there! 

March 14, 2020  Parents who are grieving the loss of a
child, no matter how old the child is or how long ago the
child died, are invited to a retreat for grieving parents on
Saturday, March 14, 2020 at St. Joseph Parish in Beltsville,
MD.The retreat is open to any parent who has lost a
child.( https://adw.org/wpcontent/uploads/sites/2/2019/11/
RetreatforGrievingParents2019.pdf) To register, please
go to the following link: https://
grievingparentretreat.eventbrite.com For more information
call the Office for Family Life at 3018534499 or
emailferrandobowlingc@adw.org. 

Lenten Vocations Tree Coming Soon!!
Pick a seminarian card from the Vocations Tree starting
February 22nd, and pray for that seminarian each day during
Lent. Simple and powerful ² it’s a great Lent tradition.
All the seminarians are very grateful for your prayers and
you will be blessed, too. Join your fellow Catholics in a record number of other locations around the Archdiocese that
are putting up Vocations Trees this year for Lent: 79 parishes, 2 universities, 1 Pastoral Center. Look for it!
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PreLenten Mission at Ascension 
Inquiring minds want to know: What is a parish mission and
why is Fr. Larry so excited about it?

A parish mission is a period of time where our community gathers together to gain greater insight into our faith
and discover ways to know and love Jesus more deeply. It is
a time for grace and renewal. This year, Fr. Basil Cole, O.P.,
will lead our parish mission in the days leading up to Ash
Wednesday to help prepare us to enter more fully into the
Lenten Season.

In the words of Fr. Larry, “this is going to be a really special Lent. We want to ‘ramp it up’ and bring new energy; a real parish revival, a revival for all of us. It’s an opportunity for us to grow together on our Lenten journey.”
Ordained to the priesthood in 1966, Fr. Basil Cole has taught
moral, spiritual, and dogmatic theology at the Dominican
House of Studies since 1998. He has written extensively on
moral theology and the priesthood. His individual and collaborative works include: Is a Sense of Humor Necessary for
Salvation; The Hidden Enemies of the Priesthood; Music &
Spirituality; The Beatific Vision: Boring, Confusing, or
What?; Music and Morals; and The Way of the Lord Jesus. There are several videos available of his talks, including this bring one on how Dominican priests approach confession: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75
PpmWBGmc

Fr. Basil Cole plans to celebrate all Masses the
weekend of 2/222/23, beginning with the 4p Mass. He also
plans to give a talk and hear confessions Monday and Tuesday morning (after the 9a Mass) and again in the evenings. Mark your calendars for Monday, Tuesday, and of
course Ash Wednesday and plan to join us for what promises to be a spiritually enriching time together.

Behold!Adoration and Confession Every Thursday evening from 78pm, the Saint John Paul II National Shrine hosts
an event entitledBehold!, consisting of Adoration with
prayerful music, silence, and Confession. It is hosted in collaboration with parishes in the Archdiocese of Washington. 
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Gospel Meditation | 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

People are not property. We cannot exchange them at will or simply use them for our own designs and purposes.
What does the word “commitment” mean to you? We can begin to understand its meaning by looking at some
synonyms: dedication, devotion, allegiance, loyalty, faithfulness, fidelity, and bond. Commitment is primarily
about relationship, and Jesus is all about relationships. How our lives affect others, how we treat our brothers and
sisters, how we resolve conflict, and how we view the vows of marriage. Jesus’ teachings on obeying the commandments, murder, reconciliation, marriage, divorce, and adultery all stem from the sacredness of commitment.
All of this has a God connection.

We can easily see one another as interchangeable and dispensable. We treat so much of our lives this way. What
works today may not be what I want tomorrow. We search and search for the right thing only to find our hearts
still restless in the end. Is real happiness achievable this side of the grave? Sometimes we expect too much out of
others and want our relationships to fill a hole that we must figure out how to fill ourselves. Any seasoned married couple will tell you that their love for one another changes as time passes. Even though the understanding of
romance changes as life changes, the dedication, devotion, allegiance, loyalty, faithfulness, and fidelity all remain
and even deepen.

Some relationships can be hurtful, and God does not want us to live with abuse or pain. Also, how a relationship
develops is sometimes out of our control, and we become the victim of someone else’s decision. But we can’t be
selffocused in our relationships and see them exclusively as selffulfilling ends. We are companions on life’s
journey with varying depths of relationships being enjoyed by all who are with us along the way. We have the
freedom to choose. God asks us to do so wisely, with right judgment and thinking.


©LPi
PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK
Readings for the week of February 16, 2020
Sunday: Sir 15:1520/Ps 119:12, 45, 1718, 3334
[1b]/1 Cor 2:610/Mt 5:1737 or 5:2022a, 2728, 33
34a, 37
Monday: Jas 1:111/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76
[77a]/Mk 8:1113
Tuesday: Jas 1:1218/Ps 94:1213a, 1415, 1819
[12a]/Mk 8:1421
Wednesday: Jas 1:1927/Ps 15:23a, 3bc4ab, 5 [1b]/
Mk 8:2226
Thursday: Jas 2:19/Ps 34:23, 45, 67 [7a]/Mk 8:27
33
Friday: Jas 2:1424, 26/Ps 112:12, 34, 56 [cf. 1b]/
Mk 8:34²9:1
Saturday: 1 Pt 5:14/Ps 23:13a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13
19
Next Sunday: Lv 19:12, 1718/Ps 103:12, 34, 8, 10,
1213 [8a]/1 Cor 3:1623/Mt 5:3848
Congratulations! This week’s raffle
winner is Grady Bilberry!
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Parishioners
Beverlee Lee,
Pat and Pete
Calvin Ballard,
Terrence O’Brien
Chambers,
Sharon Pierre
Jr., 
Mary Ann Boyer,
Monroe,
Mary Burton,
Elaine Martinez, Barbara Shipp,
Norma Raffaele,
Earl Perry,
Destry Sillivan,
Mary Mack,
Sylvia and Joe
Gene Shuttle,
Laura Chesnick,
Palmer,
Michael Martin,
MaryKate
Lois Kaufman,
Lori Degan,
Turner,
Briar Smith,
Riva Williams,
Francis Barnes,
Monica Brady,
Enriquita Davis,
Michole Moore,
Paul Buckley,
Natalie Abell,
Jolly Verghese, 
Mary Corwin, Geralyn Roberson
Joy Moore, 
Cynthia Graham, 

Ina Devine,
Ida Mullikin,


And Loved Ones
Genie Riordan
Phyllis Miller,
Eleanor Pearson,
Mule,
Francis 
Bruce Landry,
Ishell Kellyman,
Haishimaier,
Rev. William
Reed Armstrong, Becky Goodman,
Brailsford,
Clifton Williams, Patricia Hodge, Tammy Linkins,
Valeria Healy, Shirly Mackessy,
Leo Dondero
Mary Murphy,
Janet Doty,
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“A judgement, terrible to sinners, but desirable and sweet to the just.”
 St. John Chrysostom


Every single person on the entire planet has a soul a soul which is incorruptible. Although every person
dies and their bodies remain here on Earth, their soul travels onwards. A soul, essentially defining who you are as
a human, should be the most important aspect of how we view ourselves. Throughout this week there have been
different talks and conversations on this topic of souls that has greatly raised my curiosity on the subject.





Because of our souls, humans are the most dominant and superior creatures in the entire universe. There is
no other animal (in the physical universe) or being that exists in this life that has a soul. That is why human life
should be considered as such a blessing. Without our souls we wouldn’t be able to intimately love anyone; we
wouldn’t be able to contemplate virtues (the nature) of our existence or why we are here. Our souls are so powerful because they were granted to us by God. Because of this, each one of us is considered a temple of the Holy
Spirit because God literally dwells within all of us. No matter who you are, where you come from, or what you
believe, God is in each and every one of us. For Our Father created each of us in his own likeness and image and
has a great plan for every one of us.





Our souls also serve as timelines. Not timelines in the sense of our age, but rather it records every act we
have committed in our lives good and bad alike. The more faithful, good works we do in the name of Christ, the
more we cleanse and purify our souls to fit the image of Our Father. Likewise, the more we sin through evil works
of the world, the more we stain our souls.





This is precisely why the state of purgatory exists. Souls in purgatory are seen as just and worthy of eternal
happiness but must go through a cleansing process to completely wash away all their stains of sin usually referred to as a soul’s temporal punishment. The soul’s sins were forgiven by God, but the effects of those sins are
still evident in which creates temporal punishment. Similar to a mother forgiving her child for making a mess but
still telling them to clean their mess up.




A soul carries everything within you. Our souls truly define who we are and what are lives truly meant, but
on this Earth, many tend to forget this truth. Our bodies often serve to mask ourselves; to hide our tender vulnerability. But one day, every one of us will stand before God and all His glory. On this day, our bodies won’t be present and the barriers and masks we had come to know our entire lives, and maybe even love, will be gone in the
blink of an eye. It will be our true selves before our Father; our single soul that only God Himself fully and entirely knows.

In Christ,

Kolbe
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Robert E. Evans Funeral Home

Care and kindness from
professionals you can trust.
Keith Sypolt

301-459-0444

301-464-8836 • Fax 301-464-3631

Owner/Operator Adam Billik

16000 Annapolis Rd., Bowie, MD 20715

E. Thad Ereme

Realtor®/Investor Licensed in MD, DC

“ I Care About Making Your Dream
of Owning a Home a Reality.”
OFFICE 301-352-4065
CELL 301-549-8452

thadereme.realty@gmail.com
Visit my website: thadereme.mytristar.com
4201 Mitchellville Road
Suite 400 • Bowie, MD 20716

Four Legs

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • PRIVATE EVENTS
MON-SUN 11AM TO CLOSE
8604 CHESTNUT AVENUE, BOWIE

301-464-8800 • oldbowietowngrille.com

www.beallfuneral.com • 301-805-5544

Family Owned and Operated • Pre-Need Planning
Complete Funeral & Cremation Services

dental care
internal medicine
Surgery

6512 N. W. Crain Highway (Rt. 3S.), Bowie, MD 20715

healthcare

itching

allergies
vaccines

410-757-5511
www.fourlegs.net

410-798-5222
1329 West Central Ave., Davidsonville, MD

Call Today for a
FREE ESTIMATE!

Proud Vendor of Ascension Church

www.FenceAndDeckConnection.com

EMERGENCY DRAIN SERVICE
COMPLETE
BATHROOM REMODELING

Complete General
Household Plumbing
Water Heaters
Tile Repair Regrouting
All Calls Answered by Owner
Robert Figliozzi Family Owned Lic.

harold.sims@kofc.org

Serving Bowie/Crofton for over 50 Years

Wssd #72481, WSSC #114. MHIC #102379

301-390-6343 or
301-464-8111

“SERVING GOD BY SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE”

COLLINS

PRODUCE
& PLANTS

10% OFF WITH COUPON
Visit Us at

Ilovegrilledcheese.com

Like Us on Facebook

THIRD
GENERATION/CIPRIANO
PLUMBING AND TILE

Life Insurance • Disability
Long Term Care & Annuities
Harold Sims 240-701-2415

The Village at Waugh Chapel
Gambrills, MD
410-721-3423

www.bowenremodeling.com

Beall Funeral Home

Your

+
Pet
Healthy

Kitchen and
Bathroom Remodeling
410-451-5928
MHIC # 48956

Animal Hospital

behavior problems

Lunch • Dinner
Sunday Brunch
11-2
2 Dining Levels
2 Full-Service Bars

• Fire & Deodorization
• Water Damage
• Mold Remediation
• Carpet Cleaning

Specializing in Annuals, Perennials
Bulk Mulch & Top Soil • Affordable Delivery!

301-262-2964

WE’RE OPEN!

Serving the area for more than 30 years!

Route 450 & Woodcliff Road, Bowie

Stop by & meet your new neighbors &
tour our beautiful new community!
We promise to be:
An engaged community partner • A provider of quality products & services
Customer focused & employee centered.

TOUR AND MEET OUR TEAM TODAY!

Protecting over 3000 Homes & Businesses

Spring Arbor of Crofton - Senior Assisted Living & Memory Care
1495 Riedel Road, Crofton, MD | 410-451-1140 | springarborliving.com

• RESIDENTIAL SYSTEMS •
• COMMERCIAL SECURITY •
• GOVERNMENT SECURITY •
Proud Vendor of Ascension Church

Sinks
Dishwashers
Install Faucets
Garbage Disposals
Drain Cleaning

K E Y S P L U M B I N G A N D H E AT I N G
Reliable & Dependable

Serving PG, Mont. & AA Co since 1995 | Proud Vendor of Ascension Church

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an ad today!
kcarnevale@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6333

Give us a Call: 301.464.6430
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Ascension Church, Bowie, MD

03-0056

