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Weekends�

(Limited schedule due to�

 modified reopening guidelines)�

Saturday � Vigil 4:00 pm�

Sunday � 8:00 am &12:00 pm�

Weekdays�

Mon �Wed, Fri �Sat � 9:00 am�

�

CONFESSION SCHEDULE�
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Saturdays � 3:00�3:30 pm�

INTENTIONS (AUGUST 16�23)�

Monday (9:00 am)�

+Joseph Price�

Tuesday (9:00 am)�

+William Fendrick�

Wednesday (9:00 am)�

Personal Intention of 

Priest�

Friday (9:00 am)�

Personal Intention of 

Priest�

Saturday (9:00 am)�

Personal Intention of 

Priest�

Sunday (8:00 am)�

+Ana Veria�

(12:00 pm)�

Parishioners�

(4:00 pm)�

+John McAuliffe�
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Pass on the Good News!�What good news? � The Good 

News of Jesus Christ and our Catholic faith! This fall, 

our parish children in grades 1�8 will sign up to learn 

more about Jesus and the Catholic faith. You can help 

them learn and grow in faith by becoming a catechist for 

our Religious Education program! This 2020�2021 

school year, classes will be held in an online format, and 

we still have openings for assistants and co�catechists! 

As you nurture the faith of our young, you will learn and 

grow as well! As one long�time catechist put it, "I learn 

so much from the children!" All catechists receive train-

ing from the DRE and must be background�checked by 

the archdiocese. Classes begin in September. If interest-

ed or for more information, please contact Maria      

Centeno at�religiouseducation@ascensionbowie.org.�
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Looking for a faith�based scouting activity for girls? 

Look no further! American Heritage girls might just be 

the group for you.  If you are interested in joining As-

cension’s troop, please email                        

ahg0340bowie@gmail.com for more information.�

Mass Intention Availability There are openings for 

Mass intentions for the month of August.  If you are in-

terested in having a Mass said for a friend or loved one, 

please contact the parish office.�

Registration for Religious Ed. is live!�The Religious 

Education tab of the parish website has been updated 

with the registration link and calendar for the upcoming 

school year. This year, due to Covid�19, our CCD pro-

gram will be held in an online, distance learning format 

until Christmas break, when we will re�evaluate the state 

of the pandemic before determining how to proceed for 

the remainder of the year. The parish will be notified via 

Flocknote when the registration link is live; please con-

tact Maria Centeno 

at�religiouseducation@ascensionbowie.org�if you have 

any questions.�

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK�

Beverlee Lee, Terrence O’Brien Jr.,  Mary Burton, 

Norma Raffaele, Mary Mack, Laura Chesnick, Mary�

Kate Turner, Francis Barnes, Michole Moore, Jolly 

Verghese, Joy Moore, Ina Devine, Pat and Pete Cham-

bers, Mary Ann Boyer, Elaine Martinez, Earl Perry, 

Sylvia and Joe Palmer, Lois Kaufman, Briar Smith, 

Monica Brady, Mary Corwin, Cynthia Graham, Ida 

Mullikin, Sharon Pierre�Monroe, Barbara Shipp, 

Destry Sillivan, Gene Shuttle, Michael Martin, Lori 

Degan, Riva Williams, Enriquita Davis, Natalie Abell, 

Geralyn Roberson, Genie Riordan Mule, Ishell Kelly-

man, Reed Armstrong, Clifton Williams, Valeria Hea-

ly, Mary Murphy, Phyllis Miller, Francis Haishimaier, 

Becky Goodman, Patricia Hodge, Shirly Mackessy, 

Janet Doty, Eleanor Pearson, Bruce Landry, Rev. Wil-

liam Brailsford, Tammy Linkins, Richard Shaffer, Bill 

Chesnick, and Fr. William Goode�



�

�

August 16, 2020 | 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time� �        Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720�

Dear Parishioners,�

�

Today in the readings we have two themes �� perseverance in prayer, and God's offer of salvation to "all nations" 

through Jesus Christ.� I'll be preaching on both in my homily, but want to say a little bit more here about perse-

verance in prayer.�

�

Perseverance in prayer is essential. As Jesus shows us in today's Gospel, sometimes we don't get a response im-

mediately. The episode has long been considered a "test," in which the woman's faith is shown all the more clear-

ly precisely because Jesus doesn't at first answer. The episode calls to mind especially Luke 11:5�11, where Jesus 

tells us to ask God persistently like a neighbor who keeps knocking in the middle of the night: "I tell you, though 

he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and 

give him whatever he needs." We need to persevere!�

�

But it's also important to admit that sometimes God is simply going to say no; sometimes He won't give us what 

we ask for, no matter how much we ask. Why? If God loves us, and is wise (which are both the case), the only 

answer can be that what we want is not good for us; we are asking for something unfitting for us, in some re-

spect. God alone best knows what we need, and therefore must at times say no, precisely because he wants what 

is best for us, like a loving Father.�

�

Nevertheless we should still persevere in our petition. Why? As St. Augustine says,� God wants us "to exercise 

our desire through our prayers, so that we may be able to receive what he is preparing to give us. His gift is very 

great indeed, but our capacity is too small and limited to receive it. That is why we are told: Enlarge your desires, 

do not bear the yoke with unbelievers." Our desires must often change, "expanding" beyond what we currently 

want. The Holy Spirit does this (see Rom 8:26), not only teaching us to be patient, but also to question our de-

sires, to compare them with God's teachings and surrender them to His will: "Nevertheless, not as I will, but as 

you will" (Mt 26:39). When we offer our desires to God in this way, we allow Him to change and redirect them, 

shaping our hearts according to His will.�

�

But then our prayers become all the more effective. Because then we will learn to ask more and more for what is 

best, and God will bless our desires, working through them like powerful instruments in His hands: "for God is at 

work in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure" (Phil 2:13). In the words of St. Therese of Lisieux: 

"God gives me whatever I want, because I want whatever He gives." That's not a cop�out, but the fruit of years of 

perseverance: asking, surrendering, and transformation of desire worked by Holy Spirit.�

�

God bless,�

Fr Tim �

�Greetings from Fr. Tim��

Jesus waits for you, even during a pandemic.  We 

have modified procedures in an effort to keep every-

one as safe as possible in the chapel: 3 person capac-

ity, masks requirement, leaving the door open when 

occupied, and requesting self�cleaning.  While these 

new directions are specific and physically limiting, 

know that Christ is happy with every little thing we 

can give and every moment we are open to Him.�
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COLLINS 
 PRODUCE 
 & PLANTS

Specializing in Annuals, Perennials
Bulk Mulch & Top Soil • Affordable Delivery!

301-262-2964
Serving the area for more than 30 years!

Route 450 & Woodcliff Road, Bowie

Robert E. Evans Funeral Home

Care and kindness from 
professionals you can trust.

Keith Sypolt
301-464-8836 • Fax 301-464-3631

16000 Annapolis Rd., Bowie, MD 20715

 Beall Funeral Home
 www.beallfuneral.com • 301-805-5544

 Family Owned and Operated • Pre-Need Planning
Complete Funeral & Cremation Services

6512 N. W. Crain Highway (Rt. 3S.), Bowie, MD 20715

THIRD 
GENERATION/CIPRIANO

PLUMBING AND TILE
EMERGENCY DRAIN SERVICE

COMPLETE 
BATHROOM REMODELING

Complete General 
Household Plumbing

Water Heaters 
Tile Repair Regrouting

All Calls Answered by Owner
Robert Figliozzi Family Owned Lic. 

Wssd #72481, WSSC #114. MHIC #102379
Serving Bowie/Crofton for over 50 Years

301-390-6343 or 
301-464-8111

301-459-0444
Owner/Operator Adam Billik

• Fire & Deodorization
• Water Damage
• Mold Remediation
• Carpet Cleaning

Four Legs
Animal Hospital

Your +PetHealthy
  dental care
  internal medicine
 Surgery

behavior problems

  healthcare
  itching       allergies
                   vaccines

www.fourlegs.net
410-798-5222

1329 West Central Ave., Davidsonville, MD

The Village at Waugh Chapel
Gambrills, MD
410-721-3423

10% OFF WITH COUPON
Visit Us at

Ilovegrilledcheese.com

Like Us on Facebook

E. Thad Ereme
Realtor®/Investor Licensed in MD, DC
“ I Care About Making Your Dream  
of Owning a Home a Reality.”
OFFICE 301-352-4065
CELL 301-549-8452
thadereme.realty@gmail.com

Visit my website:  thadereme.mytristar.com
4201 Mitchellville Road 

Suite 400 • Bowie, MD 20716

410-757-5511
Call Today for a 

FREE ESTIMATE!
Proud Vendor of Ascension Church
www.FenceAndDeckConnection.com

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • PRIVATE EVENTS
MON-SUN 11AM TO CLOSE

8604 CHESTNUT AVENUE, BOWIE

301-464-8800 • oldbowietowngrille.com

Lunch • Dinner
Sunday Brunch

11-2
2 Dining Levels

2 Full-Service Bars

Life Insurance • Disability 
Long Term Care & Annuities

Harold Sims  240-701-2415
harold.sims@kofc.org

“SERVING GOD BY SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE”

Kitchen and
Bathroom Remodeling

410-451-5928
www.bowenremodeling.com

MHIC # 48956

Protecting over 3000 Homes & Businesses

• RESIDENTIAL SYSTEMS • 
• COMMERCIAL SECURITY • 
• GOVERNMENT SECURITY •
Proud Vendor of Ascension Church

Spring Arbor of Crofton - Senior Assisted Living & Memory Care 
1495 Riedel Road, Crofton, MD | 410-451-1140 | springarborliving.com

WE’RE OPEN!
Stop by & meet your new neighbors &  

tour our beautiful new community! 
We promise to be:

An engaged community partner • A provider of quality products & services
Customer focused & employee centered.

TOUR AND MEET OUR TEAM TODAY!

Peter J. Frank, CPA
• Notary Public Service
•  Preparation of Individual and 

Business Tax Returns
•  QuickBooks Training and 

Bookkeeping Services
12613 BUNTING LANE, BOWIE, MD 20715
(301) 262-6223 and (240) 687-4803
EMAIL: peterj.frank@comcast.net

Contact Brenton Mulliner to place an ad today! 
bmulliner@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6461


