MASS SCHEDULE
A "#$$%$ #&% '( )*% +*,&+*
Weekends
Saturday — Vigil 4:00 pm
Sunday — 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 12:00 pm
Weekdays
Mon -Wed, Fri –Sat — 9:00 am
CONFESSION SCHEDULE
A +/(3%$$'/($ #&% *%#&5 '( )*%
+*,&+*
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri — 8:40-9:00 am
Tuesdays— 5:45-6:45 pm
Saturdays — 8:40-9:00 am; 3:00-3:30 pm

MASS INTENTIONS (MAY 3-9)
Monday (9:00 am) +Jennifer Lee
Tuesday (9:00 am) +Clara Battista
Wednesday (9:00 am) Jeanne Visk
Friday (9:00 am) Frank Visk
Saturday (9:00 am) Special Intention
(4:00 pm) +Carolyn McCart
Sunday (8:00 am) Parishioners
(10:00 am) Ladies Auxiliary
(12:00 pm) Mother’s Day
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Dear Parishioners,

—Greetings from Fr. Tim—

Last week we nine of our young parishioners received Confirmation, and this weekend fourteen more will receive
their First Holy Communion. I have also celebrated two Baptisms in the past week. So for us, as for most parishes,
spring is truly "sacrament season," and this helps us reflect on Christ's command to "remain" in Him in today's
Gospel.
Why are the sacraments such a big deal? Most importantly, because Christ Himself has given them to us. In conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus says, "unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God" (Jn 3:5). Just after this, the same Gospel tells us that Jesus' apostles went around Baptizing (Jn 4:1-2), and in
his conversation with the Samaritan woman Jesus speaks of the "living water" that He wants to give (Jn 4:10). Indeed, Jesus' last command before ascending to the Father is, "Go and make disciples, Baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you..." (Mt 28:19). Clearly Jesus places great importance on Baptism.
The Eucharist is likewise of extreme importance to Christ. Not only does Jesus offer His Body and Blood at the
Last Supper, the night before He dies, but He also says: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you" (Jn 6:53). Although some of His disciples find these
words difficult and even stop following Him because of them, He is unwilling to water down the claim (Jn 6:66).
Clearly, the Eucharist is important to Christ!
Then there's Confirmation. This sacrament perfects the grace of Baptism, strengthening the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, so that we might become more docile to His movements in our soul and able to follow them. Admittedly, the
Scriptures only hint at this sacrament (e.g., Acts 8:14-17; Acts 14:1-6), but the Church Fathers explicitly speak of
it, describing an "anointing" of the Holy Spirit given when "hands are laid upon" the Baptized. St. Cyprian, for example, says: “Two sacraments preside over the perfect birth of a Christian, the one regenerating the man, which is
baptism, the other communicating to him the Holy Spirit."
We could look at the other sacraments as well, but for the moment, the main point is this: Jesus wants to change us
through these gifts. They really do change us, giving us His life in our souls, restoring this life when it is lost by
serious sin, and strengthening this life so that we may become more and more effective instruments in God's
hands.
This is principally how we can understand Jesus' words in the Gospel: "I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing" (Jn 15:5).
God bless,
Fr Tim
Vaccination appointments in Bowie: The City of
Bowie is now offering vaccine appointments to all
County residents, age 16 and up. Getting vaccinated at
the Bowie Senior Center is quick, simple, and it’s close
to home. The clinic operates three days a week on Sundays, Mondays, and Wednesdays. We have approximately 750 openings available each week. Individuals
who pre-register on our website (www.cityofbowie.org/
vax<http://www.cityofbowie.org/vax>) will receive a
call from one of our schedulers usually within 24 hours.
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Diaper Drive! Ascension’s American Heritage Girls
Troop MD0340 is collecting donations of baby diapers
and baby wipes to gift to the Gabriel Network and to the
Bowie-Crofton Pregnancy Clinic, which serve and
house local women in crisis pregnancies and their babies. **All diaper sizes needed—especially newborn, 4,
5, & 6**
Please place donations in the portable crib in the vestibule from now until May 30. Thank you for your generosity!
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Mother’s Day Novena Cards: Mother’s Day this year is celebrated on Sunday, May 9. If you would like to offer
a Spiritual bouquet of Masses for your mother, living or deceased, special Mother’s Day cards are available in the
vestibule of the church. Please return the outer envelope with your offering by placing it in the collection basket or
giving it to the usher at the end of Mass. You may also drop the envelope off at the parish office by Monday, May
3. The inside card and envelope are for your own use and can be given or mailed to your mother. There are also
Mother’s Day offering envelopes without cards available. A novena of Masses will be offered beginning on Mother’s Day, May 9.
Share Food Menu for May: Orders are due at 12 noon, May 7. Pickup is from 8-9 am, May 22. Contact Anne
Powell to place an order or with any questions at 310-464-5668 or gpowell6@aol.com.
Value Package $22: 3lb boneless/skinless chicken breast, 1lb beef sirloin tips, and 1lb ground turkey, plus 8-10lb
of fresh fruit and vegetables!
Grill Box $30: 2 13oz smoked kielbasa, 1 1lb all beef hot dogs, 2.5lb chicken breast, and 2 8oz sirloin steaks
Burger Box $24: 10 8oz beef burgers
Produce Box $18: fresh seasonal produce
WORK AS AN EXPRESSION OF LOVE:
Work was the daily expression of love in the life of the Family of Nazareth. The
Gospel specifies the kind of work Joseph did in order to support his family: he was a
carpenter. This simple word sums up Joseph's entire life. For Jesus, these were hidden years, the years to which Luke refers after recounting the episode that occurred
in the Temple: "And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them" (Lk 2:51). This "submission" or obedience of Jesus in the house of Nazareth should be understood as a sharing in the work of Joseph. Having learned the
work of his presumed father, he was known as "the carpenter's son." If the Family of
Nazareth is an example and model for human families, in the order of salvation and
holiness, so too, by analogy, is Jesus' work at the side of Joseph the carpenter. In our
own day, the Church has emphasized this by instituting the liturgical memorial of St.
Joseph the Worker on May 1. Human work, and especially manual labor, receive
special prominence in the Gospel. Along with the humanity of the Son of God, work
too has been taken up in the mystery of the Incarnation, and has also been redeemed
in a special way. At the workbench where he plied his trade together with Jesus, Joseph brought human work closer to the mystery of the Redemption.
In the human growth of Jesus "in wisdom, age and grace," the virtue of industriousness played a notable role, since "work is a human good" which "transforms nature" and makes man "in a sense,
more human." The importance of work in human life demands that its meaning be known and assimilated in order
to "help all people to come closer to God, the Creator and Redeemer, to participate in his salvific plan for man and
the world, and to deepen...friendship with Christ in their lives, by accepting, through faith, a living participation in
his threefold mission as Priest, Prophet and King."
What is crucially important here is the sanctification of daily life, a sanctification which each person must acquire
according to his or her own state, and one which can be promoted according to a model accessible to all people:
"St. Joseph is the model of those humble ones that Christianity raises up to great destinies;...he is the proof that in
order to be a good and genuine follower of Christ, there is no need of great things-it is enough to have the common, simple and human virtues, but they need to be true and authentic."
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2021

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK
Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Mary Burton, Laura
Chesnick, Rosita Dietrich, Cynthia Graham, Larry Hudson,
James Kaufman Jr., Beverlee Lee, Ida Mullikin, Jean Mosby, Terrence O’Brien, Jr., Earl Perry, Norma Perry, Norma
Raffaele, Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Barbara Shipp,
Doreen Darzinski, and Shirley Mackessy.

May 2, 2021 | 5th Sunday of Easter

Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720

Robert E. Evans Funeral Home

Care and kindness from
professionals you can trust.
Keith Sypolt

301-459-0444

301-464-8836 • Fax 301-464-3631

Owner/Operator Adam Billik

16000 Annapolis Rd., Bowie, MD 20715

E. Thad Ereme

Realtor®/Investor Licensed in MD, DC

“ I Care About Making Your Dream
of Owning a Home a Reality.”
OFFICE 301-352-4065
CELL 301-549-8452

thadereme.realty@gmail.com
Visit my website: thadereme.mytristar.com
4201 Mitchellville Road
Suite 400 • Bowie, MD 20716

Four Legs

Animal Hospital

Your

+
Pet
Healthy

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • PRIVATE EVENTS
MON, TUE, WED 3PM-8PM • THU 3PM-9PM
FRI & SAT 12PM-9PM • SUN 12PM-8PM
8604 CHESTNUT AVENUE, BOWIE

301-464-8800 • oldbowietowngrille.com

Beall Funeral Home
www.beallfuneral.com • 301-805-5544

6512 N. W. Crain Highway (Rt. 3S.), Bowie, MD 20715

allergies
vaccines

410-757-5511
www.fourlegs.net

410-798-5222
1329 West Central Ave., Davidsonville, MD

Call Today for a
FREE ESTIMATE!

Proud Vendor of Ascension Church

www.FenceAndDeckConnection.com

10% OFF WITH COUPON
Visit Us at

Ilovegrilledcheese.com

Like Us on Facebook

THIRD
GENERATION/CIPRIANO
PLUMBING AND TILE
EMERGENCY DRAIN SERVICE
COMPLETE
BATHROOM REMODELING

Complete General
Household Plumbing
Water Heaters
Tile Repair Regrouting

Life Insurance • Disability
Long Term Care & Annuities

All Calls Answered by Owner
Robert Figliozzi Family Owned Lic.

harold.sims@kofc.org

Serving Bowie/Crofton for over 50 Years

Harold Sims 240-701-2415

The Village at Waugh Chapel
Gambrills, MD
410-721-3423

www.bowenremodeling.com
MHIC # 48956

healthcare

itching

Kitchen and
Bathroom Remodeling
410-451-5928

Family Owned and Operated • Pre-Need Planning
Complete Funeral & Cremation Services

dental care
internal medicine
Surgery

behavior problems

Lunch • Dinner
Sunday Brunch
12-2
2 Dining Levels
2 Full-Service Bars

• Fire & Deodorization
• Water Damage
• Mold Remediation
• Carpet Cleaning

“SERVING GOD BY SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE”

Peter J. Frank, CPA
• Notary Public Service
• Preparation of Individual and
Business Tax Returns
• QuickBooks Training and
Bookkeeping Services
12613 BUNTING LANE, BOWIE, MD 20715

(301) 262-6223 and (240) 687-4803
EMAIL: peterj.frank@comcast.net

Wssd #72481, WSSC #114. MHIC #102379

301-390-6343 or
301-464-8111

COLLINS

PRODUCE
& PLANTS

Specializing in Annuals, Perennials
Bulk Mulch & Top Soil • Affordable Delivery!

301-262-2964

Serving the area for more than 30 years!

Route 450 & Woodcliff Road, Bowie

THIS SPACE IS
Contact Brenton Mulliner to place an ad today!
bmulliner@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6461

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Ascension Church, Bowie, MD

03-0056

