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MASS INTENTIONS (SEPTEMBER 13-19) 
Monday (9:00 am) Harry Givens 

Tuesday (9:00 am) Frank & Jeanne Visk 

Wednesday (9:00 am) +Harry & +Audrey 
Givens 

Saturday (9:00 am) Special Intention 
(4:00 pm) +Tom Kalil 

Sunday (8:00 am) Parishioners 
(10:00 am) +Irene Lloyd 
(12:00 pm) Special Intention 

Friday (9:00 am) +Catherine Jolliffe 
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—Greetings from Fr. Tim— Dear Parishioners, 
 
This weekend I am away, but still want to share some thoughts on our second reading today. James today asks: 
"What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith 
save him?" 
 
This is still an important question in our own day. It has long been asked what is needed to make it to Heaven, but 
since the Reformation the question has been framed as a competition between these two options: "faith alone," or 
"faith and works." While Luther and other reformers said that faith alone sufficed, trying to stress the fact that the 
life of faith is fundamentally a grace, a gift of God, and not something we can ever earn, nevertheless, James clear-
ly emphasizes the need also for works to accompany such faith. He offers an example, which makes perfect sense: 
"If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says to them, 'Go in peace, 
keep warm, and eat well,' but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it? So also faith of 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead." Clearly, James doesn't seem to agree with Luther, for which reason Lu-
ther called this letter an "epistle of straw." 
 
Now certainly the debate is more complicated than that. No, we do not "buy" our way into Heaven, as Luther 
rightly insisted, but at the same time the gift of faith, if truly present, will naturally change our thinking, and con-
sequently our actions, if we have the opportunity to act. For this reason James' claim still stands: "faith without 
works is dead"; and in Paul's words, faith must "work in love" (Gal 5:6). Thus, Luther was wrong to make too 
much of a separation of faith from works, and wrong also to criticize the Letter of James; indeed, he would've been 
better off to have humbly recognized it as part of inspired Scripture, authoritatively canonized by the Church! It 
would have saved him the confusion. 
 
Fortunately, in recent years there has been some progress in the Catholic-Lutheran dialogue. Now, many Luther-
ans and Catholics agree at least on terminology, and also on some of the most fundamental points where they once 
disagreed. Yet in another way, the same issue still pervades the modern world, even within the Church: what does 
it mean to truly believe in Christ? 
 
Some seem to think that belief in Christ, in the sense of simply believing that He is the Messiah and the Son of 
God, or simply believing that He existed, is sufficient for salvation. They then go on to support various causes and 
issues without reference to Christ's teachings, and conveniently label their support "love": for example, "love" for 
those who want the "right" to abortion, the "right" to "marry" among people of the same sex, the "right" to commit 
physician-assisted suicide and even the "right" to "re-assign" one's sex. In this thinking, "love" means affirming 
whatever someone else happens to want to do. 
 
But the fact is, all of these supposed "rights" conflict with Christ's teachings; and nowhere does Christ support the 
idea of "freedom" that they presume: a "freedom of the flesh," which acts without reference to God's Law (Gal 
5:13). Instead, Christ, and true faith in Him, necessitates holiness, moral integrity, and a freedom which finds its 
maturity in the desire for what is truly good. Only is this kind of freedom truly capable of Christian love, wanting 
what is best for oneself, neighbor, and God. Love must be informed by the truth, and when it doesn't, it is not true 
love. 
 
Thus, we can see the perennial relevance of James' teaching. The moral life is not optional, nor is its content a mat-
ter of opinion, but it is instead a matter of imitating Christ and fulfilling God's Law (Mt 5:17). In the words of the 
First Letter of John: "Little children, let us love not in word and speech, but in deed and truth" (1 Jn 3:18). "Faith 
without works is dead." 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Tim  
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2nd and 4th Sunday evenings of the month at 7:30pm beginning 9/26 will be an Endow study of the life and 
writings of St Teresa of Avila led by Bethany Coleman and Lina Martin. Contact is admin@women-serving-

women.com for more information or questions.  

 

Fourth Wednesday evenings of the month beginning Michelmas will be a study Jesus, The Way, The Truth, The 
Life from Ascension Press led by Andrea Johnson. An RSVP is requested by contacting andijog@gmail.com, or 

by text @301-580-3467 for more information or questions.  

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Mary Burton, Laura Chesnick, Rosita Dietrich, Cynthia Graham, Larry Hud-
son, James Kaufman Jr., Beverlee Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Jean Mosby, Earl Perry, Norma Perry, 
Norma Raffaele, Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Barbara Shipp, Doreen Darzinski, Bert Nemeth, Becky 
Goodman, and Shirley Mackessy. 

Religious Education classes begin September 19! It is time for registered parishioners to register for our 2021-
2022 Religious Education program! Our online registration system makes the process quick and easy—go to our 
parish website at www.ascensionbowie.org to download the calendar and sign up your children in grades K-8 

now. Please contact Maria Centeno at the parish office if you have any questions.  
 

Fr. Jack Kennealy, Pastor of St. Matthias in Lanham, MD, is leading a tour to the Holy Land May 22-June 2, 
2022.  Major biblical sites including Jerusalem, the Dead Sea, Mt. Carmel, Mt. Tabor, the Sea of Galilee, Bethle-
hem, are included.  The cost is $4,280, which includes hotel, airfare, and all meals.  It does not include gifts for 

purchase, tips of approximately $180, and health/travel insurance of $280-$340. If there is a problem and Israel is 
in quarantine, then the date will be postponed until fall of 2022.  For additional information, please e-

mail kennealyj@adw.org.  
 

September 18, 2021: Workshop for Parents Whose Children are Away From the Church 
“Gather all my Children Scattered Throughout the World” Parents are invited to join St. Catherine and St. Ignati-

us Parish in Port Tobacco, MD for an in person workshop for parents whose children are away from the 
Church.  The workshop will be held from 8:00am – 2:30pm and will include prayer, hope-filled talks, small and 
large group discussions, and witness talks.  The cost of the retreat is $10.00 per person with breakfast and lunch 
included. To register follow this link https://www.eventbrite.com/e/workshop-for-parents-whose-children-are-
away-from-the-church-tickets-162107236107, or email the parish at stcatherine-alexandria.md@adw.org or call 

301-934-9630. 
 

September 25, 2021:  Retreat for Grieving Parents 
The Archdiocesan Office of Family Life and Emmaus Ministry are hosting a retreat for parents who are grieving 
the loss of a child, no matter how old the child or how long ago the child passed. The retreat is on Saturday, Sep-
tember 25, 2021 from 9:30am – 7:30pm at St. Patrick’s Parish Pastoral Center located at 4101 Norbeck Road, 

Rockville MD 
20853 .  To register, please follow this link https://grievingparents2021.eventbrite.com/.   For more information 

call the Archdiocesan Office of Family Life at 301-853-4546 or email visiblesign@adw.org.  
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COLLINS 
 PRODUCE 
 & PLANTS

Specializing in Annuals, Perennials
Bulk Mulch & Top Soil • Affordable Delivery!

301-262-2964
Serving the area for more than 30 years!

Route 450 & Woodcliff Road, Bowie

Robert E. Evans Funeral Home

Care and kindness from 
professionals you can trust.

Keith Sypolt
301-464-8836 • Fax 301-464-3631

16000 Annapolis Rd., Bowie, MD 20715

THIRD 
GENERATION/CIPRIANO

PLUMBING AND TILE
EMERGENCY DRAIN SERVICE

COMPLETE 
BATHROOM REMODELING

Complete General 
Household Plumbing

Water Heaters 
Tile Repair Regrouting

All Calls Answered by Owner
Robert Figliozzi Family Owned Lic. 

Wssd #72481, WSSC #114. MHIC #102379
Serving Bowie/Crofton for over 50 Years

301-390-6343 or 
301-464-8111

301-459-0444
Owner/Operator Adam Billik

• Fire & Deodorization
• Water Damage
• Mold Remediation
• Carpet Cleaning

Four Legs
Animal Hospital

Your +PetHealthy
  dental care
  internal medicine
 Surgery

behavior problems

  healthcare
  itching       allergies
                   vaccines

www.fourlegs.net
410-798-5222

1329 West Central Ave., Davidsonville, MD

The Village at Waugh Chapel
Gambrills, MD
410-721-3423

10% OFF WITH COUPON
Visit Us at

Ilovegrilledcheese.com

Like Us on Facebook

E. Thad Ereme
Realtor®/Investor Licensed in MD, DC
“ I Care About Making Your Dream  
of Owning a Home a Reality.”
OFFICE 301-352-4065
CELL 301-549-8452
thadereme.realty@gmail.com

Visit my website:  thadereme.mytristar.com
4201 Mitchellville Road 

Suite 400 • Bowie, MD 20716

410-757-5511
Call Today for a 

FREE ESTIMATE!
Proud Vendor of Ascension Church
www.FenceAndDeckConnection.com

Life Insurance • Disability 
Long Term Care & Annuities

Harold Sims  240-701-2415
harold.sims@kofc.org

“SERVING GOD BY SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE”

Kitchen and
Bathroom Remodeling

410-451-5928
www.bowenremodeling.com

MHIC # 48956

Peter J. Frank, CPA
• Notary Public Service
•  Preparation of Individual and 

Business Tax Returns
•  QuickBooks Training and 

Bookkeeping Services
12613 BUNTING LANE, BOWIE, MD 20715
(301) 262-6223 and (240) 687-4803
EMAIL: peterj.frank@comcast.net

Contact Brenton Mulliner to place an ad today! 
bmulliner@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6461

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • PRIVATE EVENTS
MON, TUE, WED 3PM-8PM • THU 3PM-9PM 

FRI & SAT 12PM-9PM • SUN 12PM-8PM
8604 CHESTNUT AVENUE, BOWIE

301-464-8800 • oldbowietowngrille.com

Lunch • Dinner
Sunday Brunch

12-2
2 Dining Levels

2 Full-Service Bars

 Beall Funeral Home
 www.beallfuneral.com • 301-805-5544
 Family Owned and Operated

Pre-Need Planning  •  On-Site Crematory
Complete Funeral & Cremation Services

6512 N. W. Crain Highway (Rt. 3S.), Bowie, MD 20715


