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—Greetings from Fr. Tim— Dear Parishioners, 
 
Again this week we focus on the second reading, from the Letter of James. In full: 
 
"Beloved: Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every foul practice. But the wisdom 
from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without inconstancy or insincerity. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 
for those who cultivate peace. 
 
"Where do the wars and where do the conflicts among you come from?  Is it not from your passions that make war 
within your members? You covet but do not possess. 
You kill and envy but you cannot obtain; you fight and wage war. You do not possess because you do not ask. 
You ask but do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions." 
 
I want to focus on two things. First, notice that James is addressing a topic that is still as relevant today as then, 
and will be until we arrive in Heaven: war and peace. We want the latter, but wage the former, in "conflicts," 
"killing" and "fighting." 
 
Secondly, however, notice James' diagnosis: the "passions." Here, James is referring not simply to our emotions, 
which are in themselves morally neutral, but emotions that are disordered, inclined to what is bad for us, insofar as 
they are unresponsive to the guidance of reason what reason tries to show our emotions how to respond to sensible 
objects. Such disorder, St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas will later explain, is partly a result of Original Sin, 
and partly because of freely chosen sins, which reinforce and deepen such disorder. 
 
Fortunately God has not left us in such a mess, but provided healing through two principal aids: law and grace. As 
an external aid, God's law, and just human laws made in accord with God's law, are given so that we might know 
how to act. By attending to such laws, we can act against our disordered passions and over time habituate these 
passions to the true moral good: what we ought desire. This is how moral virtue grows. 
 
Yet because our passions are unruly, "waging war" at times against reason, we are also in need of a second aid: the 
interior aid of God's grace. A participation in God's own supernatural life, "grace" purifies and elevates our human 
powers, in this case our desires, fears, hopes, and other emotions. Reason and the will themselves also benefit 
from such grace, becoming more and more receptive to the truth and the good, respectively. 
 
It is absolutely essential to recognize our need for both law and grace. If we forget God's law, we will lack the 
"wisdom from above" of which James speaks. Our reason will not know how to discern good from evil, and our 
actions, habits, and character will suffer, leading to general moral decline. The fact is that reason itself needs God's 
light, for even when it does arrive at truth, especially the highest truths, its knowledge is partial and elitist: as 
Aquinas says, such truth is attained only by a few (the most capable), over much time, and with an "admixture of 
error" (ST I, q. 1, a. 1, corp.). 
 
Likewise, we will fall into many problems if we forget our need for grace. Even after God reveals His law and we 
know it with utter clarity, we can easily find ourselves discouraged, unable to fully obey it, and ask despairingly 
with St. Paul: "why do I do what I do not want?" (see Romans 7:15ff) By converse, we can react by diluting the 
law, compromising its high standards and falling into a cycle of rationalization, convincing ourselves that God 
cannot really be asking us to be saints. Yet over and over God demands that we be holy (Lev 20:26; Ps 96:9; Heb 
12:14; 1 Thes 4:7; etc.); and so we see the need for God's grace. 
 
Well the crises of today are fundamentally crises of truth and grace: of becoming saints. The world encourages us 
to make "our own truth," to "express ourselves," and to construct our own worldview in a way that admits nothing 
objective and no universal human nature. It blurs essential truths, such as that human life, sex included, begins at 
conception; that sexual activity is only good within marriage; and that marriage itself is the result of male-female 
complementarity, open to life, permanent, and faithful. 
 
 

Continued at top of next page  



Fr. Jack Kennealy, Pastor of St. Matthias in Lanham, MD, is leading a tour to the Holy Land May 22-June 2, 
2022.  Major biblical sites including Jerusalem, the Dead Sea, Mt. Carmel, Mt. Tabor, the Sea of Galilee, Bethle-
hem, are included.  The cost is $4,280, which includes hotel, airfare, and all meals.  It does not include gifts for 

purchase, tips of approximately $180, and health/travel insurance of $280-$340. If there is a problem and Israel is 
in quarantine, then the date will be postponed until fall of 2022.  For additional information, please e-

mail kennealyj@adw.org.  

It is no coincidence that such relativism often centers around sexual matters. After all, our passions continue to 
wage war, in "jealousy," "selfish ambition," and "envy," but also, and most powerfully, in "lust" (see, e.g., Rom 1; 
Colossians 3:5). Thus what we want to be "true" is what we most desire to be true -- and sexual desires end up 
twisting the deepest truths about human nature, even its fundamental identity as male or female. 
 
The more general result is a war between fallen desire and truth, disordered emotion and reason, and in the end, 
"emotivism": the widespread notion that all assertions of truth are merely expressions of emotion. In such a way 
of thinking, arguments cannot be settled by referring to objective truth, but only by expressing one's emotions, 
and usually the more humorous, loud, or societally popular expression wins. True debate is no longer possible. 
 
But thank God He has not abandoned us. "His mercy endures forever" (Ps 136). 
 
God's law and grace awaits -- time to learn! Time to receive! For in doing so, and only in doing so, can we finally 
"cultivate peace." 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Tim  

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Mary Burton, Laura Chesnick, Rosita Dietrich, Cynthia Graham, Cindie Har-
rison, Larry Hudson, James Kaufman Jr., Beverlee Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Jean Mosby, Earl Perry, 
Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Barbara Shipp, Doreen Darzinski, Bert 
Nemeth, Becky Goodman, and Shirley Mackessy. 
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COLLINS 
 PRODUCE 
 & PLANTS

Specializing in Annuals, Perennials
Bulk Mulch & Top Soil • Affordable Delivery!

301-262-2964
Serving the area for more than 30 years!

Route 450 & Woodcliff Road, Bowie

Robert E. Evans Funeral Home

Care and kindness from 
professionals you can trust.

Keith Sypolt
301-464-8836 • Fax 301-464-3631

16000 Annapolis Rd., Bowie, MD 20715

THIRD 
GENERATION/CIPRIANO

PLUMBING AND TILE
EMERGENCY DRAIN SERVICE

COMPLETE 
BATHROOM REMODELING

Complete General 
Household Plumbing

Water Heaters 
Tile Repair Regrouting

All Calls Answered by Owner
Robert Figliozzi Family Owned Lic. 

Wssd #72481, WSSC #114. MHIC #102379
Serving Bowie/Crofton for over 50 Years

301-390-6343 or 
301-464-8111

301-459-0444
Owner/Operator Adam Billik

• Fire & Deodorization
• Water Damage
• Mold Remediation
• Carpet Cleaning

Four Legs
Animal Hospital

Your +PetHealthy
  dental care
  internal medicine
 Surgery

behavior problems

  healthcare
  itching       allergies
                   vaccines

www.fourlegs.net
410-798-5222

1329 West Central Ave., Davidsonville, MD

The Village at Waugh Chapel
Gambrills, MD
410-721-3423

10% OFF WITH COUPON
Visit Us at

Ilovegrilledcheese.com

Like Us on Facebook

E. Thad Ereme
Realtor®/Investor Licensed in MD, DC
“ I Care About Making Your Dream  
of Owning a Home a Reality.”
OFFICE 301-352-4065
CELL 301-549-8452
thadereme.realty@gmail.com

Visit my website:  thadereme.mytristar.com
4201 Mitchellville Road 

Suite 400 • Bowie, MD 20716

410-757-5511
Call Today for a 

FREE ESTIMATE!
Proud Vendor of Ascension Church
www.FenceAndDeckConnection.com

Life Insurance • Disability 
Long Term Care & Annuities

Harold Sims  240-701-2415
harold.sims@kofc.org

“SERVING GOD BY SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE”

Kitchen and
Bathroom Remodeling

410-451-5928
www.bowenremodeling.com

MHIC # 48956

Peter J. Frank, CPA
• Notary Public Service
•  Preparation of Individual and 

Business Tax Returns
•  QuickBooks Training and 

Bookkeeping Services
12613 BUNTING LANE, BOWIE, MD 20715
(301) 262-6223 and (240) 687-4803
EMAIL: peterj.frank@comcast.net

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • PRIVATE EVENTS
MON, TUE, WED 3PM-8PM • THU 3PM-9PM 

FRI & SAT 12PM-9PM • SUN 12PM-8PM
8604 CHESTNUT AVENUE, BOWIE

301-464-8800 • oldbowietowngrille.com

Lunch • Dinner
Sunday Brunch

12-2
2 Dining Levels

2 Full-Service Bars

 Beall Funeral Home
 www.beallfuneral.com • 301-805-5544
 Family Owned and Operated

Pre-Need Planning  •  On-Site Crematory
Complete Funeral & Cremation Services

6512 N. W. Crain Highway (Rt. 3S.), Bowie, MD 20715
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