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Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri — 8:40-9:00 

am 
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MASS INTENTIONS (OCTOBER 25-31) 

Monday (9:00 am) +William Halbe 

Tuesday (9:00 am) +Ronal Tyrrell 

Wednesday (9:00 am) Rosita Dietrich 

Friday (9:00 am) Roberta Caggiano 

Saturday (9:00 am) Special Intention 
(4:00 pm) +Mary Breen 

Sunday (8:00 am) Parishioners 

(10:00 am) +Everette Lyles III 
(12:00 pm) Special Intention 

A (+) indicates intention is for repose of the 
soul of the person 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Mary Burton, Laura Chesnick, Rosita Dietrich, Cynthia Graham, Cindie Harri-
son, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Jean Mosby, Earl Perry, Norma Perry, Norma 
Raffaele, Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Barbara Shipp, Doreen Darzinski, Bert Nemeth, Becky Goodman, 

and Shirley Mackessy. 

 

Middle School All Hallows Bonfire 

Come celebrate Hallowtide with marshmallows and friends! Anyone in grades 6-8 is invited to the Ascension fire-
pit behind the religious education building/St. Michael’s Room on the Solemnity of All Saints from 7:30-9pm. 

Marshmallows provided; feel free to bring roasting sticks and/or candy bars.  

 

Building Update 

Over the summer storm damage to our HVAC system also brought to light the presence of mold on some areas of 
some ceiling beams. Fortunately, an analysis identified this mold as a light amount of "Cladosporium," a common 
low-grade outdoor allergen due to dust, debris, and humidity; and moreover, an air sample test did not indicate the 
presence of elevated mold spores in the air of the church. Nevertheless, the report recommended decontamination 
of the impacted areas, so we are currently accepting and reviewing cleaning bids with the guidance of the Archdi-
ocese. We will update the parish again with further plans once we have accepted a bid, but in the meantime are 
happy to have a repaired and fully functioning HVAC system again to maintain normal humidity in the church!  

 

Fall Adoration Sign-ups Still in Need of Adorers 

Jesus is truly present in the Eucharist! Come spend some time Him exposed on the altar of the church.  Sign-up 
for half-hour slots on Mondays during the fall, 5pm-9pm, except for national holidays and some specific dates 
(tomorrow, October 25). Please feel free to sign up for more than one slot, and also help ensure that there are at 

least two people at every time.  

 

Baby Bottle Campaign Follow-up 

Thank you to everyone participating in the Gabriel Network Baby Bottle Campaign. We are still awaiting the re-
turn of 60 bottles. Please return them as soon as possible; no later than 10/31. You can also continue to contribute 

online: http://justgiving.com/campaign/AscensionParish2021 

 

Saturday, November 6, from 9am-12pm, Fr. Gabriel O'Donnell, O.P., will lead us in another half-day retreat, 
this time on St. Joseph and his guardianship of the Church and our spiritual life. The day will begin with Mass at 
9am, followed by a bagged breakfast, and then two talks with Adoration and Confessions available. Fr. O'Donnell 

is also a professor of spiritual theology and teaches classes on prayer and spiritual direction.  



Dear Parishioners, 
 
This weekend I am away so want to reflect a little on this Sunday's Gospel, as well as today's feast as I write -- 
October 19, the Feast of Sts. John de Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues, and Companions, the "North American Martyrs". 
 
In the Gospel this weekend, Jesus encounters a blind man who is an excellent model of faith. Though unable to 
see Jesus with his own eyes, he has heard of Jesus and his teachings and miracles, and believes in His identity as 
the promised Messiah, the descendent of David who would bring healing and divine forgiveness to many; he calls 
out: "Jesus, son of David, have pity on me." 
 
Now we shouldn't be surprised that the man asks Jesus to see. After all, he wanted to be free of his blindness, but 
moreover, he firmly believed God could cure him of this blindness, as he would have heard prophesied in the first 
reading today:  "The LORD has delivered his people, the remnant of Israel... I will gather them from the ends of 
the world, with the blind and the lame in their midst... I will lead them to brooks of water, on a level road, so that 
none shall stumble." In believing these words, and cherishing hope of healing, the blind man belonged to the faith-
ful "remnant of Israel." 
 
Most important, however, is how the episode concludes: "Jesus told him, 'Go your way; your faith has saved you.' 
Immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way." Notice that Jesus heals the man with a mere 
word -- much like God creating the world, back in Genesis -- "let there be light." And then note that Jesus uses the 
word "saved" -- "your faith has saved you" -- which word, "save," can also be translated "heal", as in, "your faith 
has healed you." 
 
Now this double meaning is more than a coincidence. Though of course Jesus heals the man physically, restoring 
his eyesight, the double meaning emphasizes the deeper sense of healing we all need -- friendship with God, re-
stored by His forgiveness of our sins -- and the passages reaffirms as much when it concludes that the man, once 
healed, "followed Jesus on the way." Following Jesus, it's telling us, is the true healing we all need! 
 
But this also helps us understand our most valiant saints, like the North American martyrs St. John de Brébeuf and 
St. Isaac Jogues. Called to the priesthood during the 17th century, the "Counter-Reformation" period in which 
many great saints responded with holiness to the spiritual laxity of previous centuries, and with accurate argu-
ments to the intellectual errors of the Reformation, these and other Jesuit missionaries were convinced that the on-
ly path to salvation, true healing and eternal life, was full and sincere conversion to Jesus Christ. Traveling thou-
sands of miles from France to North America, they endured sickness, hunger, and thirst as they brought the Gos-
pel and sacraments to the Native Americans, many of whom warmed accepted the missionaries with great joy. 
Others, however, resisted the missionaries' message, especially the call to conversion from violence, cannibalism, 
and idolatry, and put the saints to death between 1642-1649. 
 
Only love for Christ and for others, desiring the eternal salvation of all, can explain the endurance of these mar-
tyrs. Shortly before his death, St. John de Brébeuf wrote: "Jesus Christ is our true greatness; it is He alone and His 
Cross that should be sought in following after these people. For if you strive for anything else, you will find noth-
ing but bodily and spiritual affliction. But having found Jesus Christ in His Cross, you have found the roses in the 
thorns, sweetness in bitterness, all in nothing.” 
 
Through the intercession of these, our patrons, may we grow in such love for Jesus Christ, and bring the Gospel of 
salvation to the all the faithful "remnant" awaiting Him! 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Tim  
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—Greetings from Fr. Tim— 



High School Juniors and Seniors - Quo Vadis Come and See Retreat, Nov. 5-7, 2021. Please join us for an op-
portunity to experience seminary life firsthand at St. John Paul II Seminary. For more information, contact the 

Office of Priest Vocations at vocations@adw.org or 202-636-9020.  
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COLLINS 
 PRODUCE 
 & PLANTS

Specializing in Annuals, Perennials
Bulk Mulch & Top Soil • Affordable Delivery!

301-262-2964
Serving the area for more than 30 years!

Route 450 & Woodcliff Road, Bowie

Robert E. Evans Funeral Home

Care and kindness from 
professionals you can trust.

Keith Sypolt
301-464-8836 • Fax 301-464-3631

16000 Annapolis Rd., Bowie, MD 20715

THIRD 
GENERATION/CIPRIANO

PLUMBING AND TILE
EMERGENCY DRAIN SERVICE

COMPLETE 
BATHROOM REMODELING

Complete General 
Household Plumbing

Water Heaters 
Tile Repair Regrouting

All Calls Answered by Owner
Robert Figliozzi Family Owned Lic. 

Wssd #72481, WSSC #114. MHIC #102379
Serving Bowie/Crofton for over 50 Years

301-390-6343 or 
301-464-8111

301-459-0444
Owner/Operator Adam Billik

• Fire & Deodorization
• Water Damage
• Mold Remediation
• Carpet Cleaning

Four Legs
Animal Hospital

Your +PetHealthy
  dental care
  internal medicine
 Surgery

behavior problems

  healthcare
  itching       allergies
                   vaccines

www.fourlegs.net
410-798-5222

1329 West Central Ave., Davidsonville, MD

The Village at Waugh Chapel
Gambrills, MD
410-721-3423

10% OFF WITH COUPON
Visit Us at

Ilovegrilledcheese.com

Like Us on Facebook

E. Thad Ereme
Realtor®/Investor Licensed in MD, DC
“ I Care About Making Your Dream  
of Owning a Home a Reality.”
OFFICE 301-352-4065
CELL 301-549-8452
thadereme.realty@gmail.com

Visit my website:  thadereme.mytristar.com
4201 Mitchellville Road 

Suite 400 • Bowie, MD 20716

410-757-5511
Call Today for a 

FREE ESTIMATE!
Proud Vendor of Ascension Church
www.FenceAndDeckConnection.com

Life Insurance • Disability 
Long Term Care & Annuities

Harold Sims  240-701-2415
harold.sims@kofc.org

“SERVING GOD BY SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE”

Kitchen and
Bathroom Remodeling

410-451-5928
www.bowenremodeling.com

MHIC # 48956

Peter J. Frank, CPA
• Notary Public Service
•  Preparation of Individual and 

Business Tax Returns
•  QuickBooks Training and 

Bookkeeping Services
12613 BUNTING LANE, BOWIE, MD 20715
(301) 262-6223 and (240) 687-4803
EMAIL: peterj.frank@comcast.net

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • PRIVATE EVENTS
MON, TUE, WED 3PM-8PM • THU 3PM-9PM 

FRI & SAT 12PM-9PM • SUN 12PM-8PM
8604 CHESTNUT AVENUE, BOWIE

301-464-8800 • oldbowietowngrille.com

Lunch • Dinner
Sunday Brunch

12-2
2 Dining Levels

2 Full-Service Bars

 Beall Funeral Home
 www.beallfuneral.com • 301-805-5544
 Family Owned and Operated

Pre-Need Planning  •  On-Site Crematory
Complete Funeral & Cremation Services

6512 N. W. Crain Highway (Rt. 3S.), Bowie, MD 20715

Contact Alden Chambers-Berry to place an ad  
today! achambers-berry@4lpi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6306


