
 

PARISH STAFF 

 

Rev. Thomas Babiuch (518) 747-0095 (tbabiuch@hotmail.com) 

 Pastor 

 

Deacon William F. Bazinet (518) 792-3718 

 

Patty Fitzgerald (518) 747-4823 (smspsecretary@yahoo.com) 

 Office Manager/Secretary 

 

Abigail Herlihy (518) 832-9274 (aherlihysmspsj@hotmail.com) 

 Director of Religious Education and Youth Ministry 

 Confirmation Program Coordinator 

 

 

TRUSTEES 

 

Andrew Daly and Ellen McCarthy 

 

 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Robert Bayle 

 Finance Council Chair 

 

Carol Walkup 

 Pastoral Council Chair 

 

Sharon Karwoski 

 Rosary Altar Society President 

 

David Rothermel 

 Ushers Association President 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Weekdays – 8:30AM to Noon 

1:00 to 4:30PM 

 

Phone (518) 747-4823 

Fax (518) 747-2265 

Roman Catholic Community of Hudson Falls / Kingsbury 

St. Mary’s / St. Paul’s 

11 Wall Street Hudson Falls, New York 12839-1364 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“We the Roman Catholic Church of St. Mary’s/St. Paul’s located in 

Hudson Falls recognize our Baptismal call to holiness and to 

participate in the mission of Christ. Though different as 

individuals, we are one as a parish family - each member vitally 

important. We accept ownership of our parish and pledge, as the 

people of God with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to work 

collaboratively with one another, sharing our time, talents and 

treasure to help build the Kingdom of God.”  [Revised: October 2001] 

LITURGIES 

  

Weekend 

Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:15PM 

Sunday Morning - 8:30AM 

 

Livestreaming Mass – Sundays - 10:00AM 

www.rcda.org/livemass 

Go onto the site and scroll down on the right side to find 

St. Joseph’s Church in Fort Edward. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD WILL 

NOT BE OFFERED FOR NOW 

 

 

CEMETERIES 

If you need to schedule burials or purchase cemetery plots 

for St. Mary’s or St. Paul’s cemeteries please call Patty 

Fitzgerald at the rectory. 

 

Inquiries for St. Mary’s Cemetery, 

Burgoyne Avenue, Fort Edward –  

email – cemetery.on.burgoyne@gmail.com 

 

SACRAMENTS 

 

Baptism - Parents who wish to 

have their children baptized 

should call Patty Fitzgerald. 

 

Reconciliation – Please call 

518-747-4823 to schedule for an 

appointment. 

 

Marriage - Couples should 

meet with the Pastor at least six 

months prior to their anticipated 

marriage date. 

HOMEBOUND 

 

If you become homebound or are 

aware of someone who is, please 

call Patty Fitzgerald. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 

 

WELCOME!  Please complete 

a Parish Census Form which 

may be found in the Church or 

obtained in the Parish Office. 



THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY’S/ST. PAUL’S HUDSON FALLS, NEW YORK 

 

 

19

th

 ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION 

TO PRIESTHOOD FATHER TOM 

(November 30) 

 

 

PICK-UP YOUR “LITTLE BLUE BOOK” 

     This year’s editions of the “Little Blue Books” (2021-2022) are 

available in the baskets near the church doors for your 

Advent/Christmas spiritual enrichment.  ONLY ONE PER 

ADULT PARISHIONER, PLEASE!  Give yourself 6 MINUTES 

A DAY of quiet, and easy reading for the next 43 days – 27 days 

of the Advent season and 16 days of the Christmas season. 

 

     The key is the right-hand page where we’ll reflect on a Gospel 

passage.  This year, the “Little Blue Book” will use the Gospel 

passages assigned for the weekday Masses of the Advent and 

Christmas seasons.  This will give many people a chance to reflect 

on and pray passages from all of the Gospels that they may have 

seldom heard proclaimed or preached about at liturgy. 

 

     The left-hand page of your “Little Blue Book” is like a buffet 

table with a variety of thoughts about the Advent and Christmas 

seasons, the feast of the day, and various traditions and customs. 

 

2022 CHURCH CALENDARS 

     Please pick-up our 2022 church calendars that are available in 

the baskets near the church doors. 

 

PREPARING THE MANGER 

     Where do you fall in the “Christmas-songs-in-November” 

debate — do you like them, tolerate them, or outright hate them?  

There’s no theological problem with Christmas songs in November 

outside of worship, even if it’s not everyone’s cup of tea.  But 

there is a problem with getting so caught up in the baggage of the 

season — the trimmings, the gifts, the celebrations, all of which 

are marvelous in their own way — that you forget to prepare the 

manger. 

 

     Every good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential season.  

It’s hard to miss that point — Lent doesn’t even have any fun 

songs you can groove to on the radio.  We are pretty good at 

recognizing that Lent calls us to examine ourselves.  To deny 

ourselves, to give of ourselves and most of all, Lent calls us to 

prepare, as a good steward does, for the return of our master. 

 

     It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but Advent is 

just as much of an opportunity for penance, preparation, and 

reconciliation to God — and just as much reason, too.  The very 

name of the season — “advent” — encourages us to focus on what 

is coming, not what is already here.  Be on guard, the readings tell 

us today, “so that your hearts are not weighed down with 

dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and (the 

coming of the Lord) catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.” 

 

     So let us not forget — our master’s advent is upon us.  And let 

us ask ourselves:  how can we prepare the manger? 

       Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR. . . . 

    Marion Earlene Doyle and all who have recently passed away.  

Please keep in your prayers all who are ill, in the hospital or 

recuperating:  Natalie Bazinet, Brian DeMell, Grace Fallacaro, 

Patty Fitzgerald, John Gordon, Rick Karwoski, Linda Kennedy 

and Julia Madonna-Morris. 

 

ADVENT WREATH HISTORY 

     During winter, dirt roads often become impossible.  Travel is 

difficult, and those who remain together had better enjoy one 

another’s company!  In times past during winter, wooden wheels 

often were removed from wagons and brought indoors to keep 

them from warping.  This annual ritual may have been the origin of 

the custom of the Advent wreath.  It was only natural to festoon a 

wheel with greenery and candles as a sign of the season as it was 

suspended horizontally from the ceiling, like a chandelier. 

 

     That way the wreath also becomes like a hole to put into 

heaven.  Under it we call out to God, in the words of the prophet 

Isaiah, “Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down.” 

 

     Also, in sync with the season of shortening daylight and 

increasing darkness, we light more and more candles to dispel the 

glow of long nights. 

 

     Another tradition is the custom of hanging the wreath in the 

place that the Christmas tree will go.  On Christmas day, the four 

lights of Advent blossom into the countless lights and glitter of the 

Christmas tree to cheer all who gather around it in love and family 

life and song. 

 

     As Christianity spread throughout the lands, it was customary 

for the church to “Christianize” popular and frequently pagan 

customs.  More and more symbolism came to be attached to the 

wreath as a focus for Advent and Christmas.  The circle of the 

wreath was seen as a symbol of the eternity of God, without 

beginning or end.  The boughs, evergreen, a sign of life in Christ 

without death and decay.  The candles, of course, proclaimed 

Christ as the Light of our lives, leading us safely through the 

darkness of sin and evil.  Purple candles and ribbons for 

repentance and the rose candle and ribbon for joy in the Lord and a 

little break from weeks of penance. 

 

TREE DECORATING PRAYER 

     Our Father, who gives us trees and all beautiful things, 

thank you for this tree.  Help us to decorate it with 

excitement and joy in anticipation of Your Son’s coming.  

Lead us not onto each other’s toes, but help us realize how 

lucky we are to have one another, a tree and You. 

 

     Bless this tree, O Lord God, and let it fill us with the 

wonder and joy of Christmas, which is the gift of Your Son, 

Jesus to us.  Amen. 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 

F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N /

 

Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y

 

 

 

THERE WILL BE NO FAITH FORMATION CLASSES ON 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28 

 

2021-2022 FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

Grades (K-10) – 9:30-10:40AM (McManus Hall) 

 

     * December 5, 12 and 19 

 

A MEMORIAL PRAYER CHAIN FOR NOVEMBER 

• Everyone choose a strip of colored paper from the doors 

of church. 

• Bring to mind someone you have lost. 

• Say a silent prayer to God and the saints in heaven to help 

this individual.  It can be an Our Father, a Hail Mary, a 

Rosary, or an informal, heartfelt prayer. 

• As you pray, doodle, draw on, or decorate the strip of 

paper.  Fill it end to end.  It can be anything you think of 

while focusing on the individual.  The act of drawing is as 

much a prayer as the words you think or speak. 

• When you are finished, return your paper strip and we 

will link it to others to form our prayer chain. 

 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? –  

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question:  How are the feasts of the baptism of Jesus and the 

account of the wedding feast of Cana related to the Epiphany 

celebration? 

 

Answer:  The Epiphany season focuses on revealing Jesus to the 

world.  Following the Christmas celebration, the liturgical year 

lays out a series of manifestation points in which Jesus is made 

publicly known.  From its very beginning, the Christian 

community highlighted three events in the life of Jesus.  These are 

the Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord and the wedding feast at 

Cana. 

 

     The Epiphany discloses Jesus to the world of the Gentiles, 

represented by the magi from the East.  The accounts of Jesus' 

baptism reveal his identity and mission, along with exposing him 

to those to whom he was sent to minister.  The miracle of turning 

water to wine at the wedding feast of Cana, unique to John's 

Gospel, is the first public sign that Jesus performs, thus 

manifesting his public identity and his powers. 

 

     Today in the Roman Church, these are usually celebrated on 

three successive Sundays:  Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord 

which is usually the next Sunday, and the wedding feast of Cana, 

which is proclaimed on the 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time in 

lectionary year C. 

 

     These feasts connect around the concept of epiphany, public 

manifestation of Jesus to the world.  They help us get to know 

more intimately who Jesus is and what he is about.  Spend some 

time delving more deeply into your understanding of who Jesus is.  

Continue to cultivate these "epiphany" moments in your life. 

 

 

 

SUNDAY: (November 28) 

Second Collection for Catholic Charities of 

the Diocese of Albany 

 

No Faith Formation Classes 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: (December 5) 

Faith Formation Classes for (Gr. K-10) in 

McManus Hall 

9:30-10:40AM 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

     Staying awake can often be a challenge, especially when we are 

exhausted.  Life’s demands have a way of zapping every last bit of 

energy out of us.  When we are tired it affects us not only 

physically, but psychologically and spiritually as well.  All of our 

senses are dulled and diminished.  We can overlook details, 

become disinterested, lethargic and apathetic, and detached.  

Getting sufficient physical rest only helps so much.  We need to be 

rejuvenated, refreshed, and reenergized in other ways.  If we are 

psychologically exhausted, we need to understand what is draining 

our emotions and taxing our relationships.  If we are spiritually 

tired, we need to find the necessary “shot in the arm” to put us 

back in touch with God.  Unfortunately, exhaustion is seldom 

limited to just one part of who we are.  When we lack energy and 

zeal it is usually the case that everything suffers.  We not only are 

affected physically, but psychologically and spiritually as well.  In 

short, when we run out of gas the engine stops. 

 

     And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all times.”  

Even Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily life” can do to us.  

One day pours into another and time quickly flies by.  Any one of 

us can take a moment and reflect on how many wonderful, creative 

opportunities we miss because there is always so much “stuff” to 

do and so little time to do it.  Usually these are missed moments of 

love, and if we are missing love encounters we are also missing 

God.  Sleepwalking through life, we check the boxes next to our 

list of “must and have to dos” and justify it all by convincing 

ourselves that tomorrow is another day and there’ll be more time.  

It may surprise us, but tomorrow is here, and time is running out.  

While we may like to believe that we have an “eternity” of time to 

do all those things that require the focus, energy, and desire we do 

not currently have, we don’t.  We’re on a limited ride and time is 

short. 

 

     Jesus is also clear on another point.  “That day [will] catch you 

by surprise like a trap.”  If we are going to be judged on love and 

so easily justify not having all that much time to do so, then it 

seems we must shift focus a bit.  St. Teresa of Calcutta tells us, 

“We desire to be able to welcome Jesus at Christmas-time, not in a 

cold manger of our heart, but in a heart full of love and humility, a 

heart so pure, so immaculate, so warm with love for one another.”  

Getting to this place doesn’t “just happen.”  It requires vigilance 

and discipline both with a knowledge of what is really of 

importance and what really needs to be the focus of our energy and 

time.  Pray, starting now and not tomorrow, that we can stay alert, 

be strengthened in our faith, and prepared for whatever will come.  

Don’t miss another opportunity to love. 

 

 



NOVEMBER 28, 2021 

 

 

SATURDAY: (NOVEMBER 27) 

5:15PM 

THOMAS AND CAROL MAILLE AND THOMAS 

     "TR" REMSEN  by: Remsen and Maille Family 

 

CHRISTOPHER GASKA 

     by: Larry and Bonnie Gaska 

 GEORGETTE MORIN  by: St. Anne Sodality 

SUNDAY: (NOVEMBER 28) 

8:30AM 

ROBERT J. AND ELIZABETH A. DICKINSON 

     by: Family 

 

DONALD W. FOUNTAINE, SR. (B-DAY) 

     by: Fountaine Family 

 SHIRLEY HOULE  by: Husband-Richard & Children 

 

ERNEST UNDERWOOD 

     by: Debbie Battiste and Family 

 CHAUNCEY HUESTIS, JR.  by: Barbara Gordon 

NEXT SATURDAY: (DECEMBER 4) 

5:15PM HALL NIEMER (B-DAY)  by: Janice Niemer 

 GEORGETTE MORIN  by: Sheri Francato & Family 

 CINDY AND RITA FRENCH  by: Nicholson Family 

 OPAL SGAMBATI  by: Bill and Cheryl Potvin 

 

HELEN S. AND RICHARD J. MURPHY 

     by: Daughter - Mary Alice Murphy 

NEXT SUNDAY: (DECEMBER 5) 

8:30AM 

RICHARD T. AND MARY DALTON HOGAN 

     by: The Hogan Family 

 O'NEIL MADONNA  by: Tresa Madonna and Family 

 DIANNE H. GRAHAM  by: Dorothy and Connie 

     Regan and Patty and Eric Fitzgerald 

 PHILIP MONRIAN, III  by: Barbara Ball and Family 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY –  

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

     Any human success requires vigilance.  Opportunities and 

powerful moments of encounter can easily be missed when we are 

not attentive.  It is all too easy today to live distracted and 

preoccupied lives.  There is so much vying for our attention that it 

can be hard to be selective and really focus.  Caught up in this 

whirlwind of busyness and anxiety, we become tired and almost 

sleepwalk through life.  Advent is a time to focus.  These beautiful 

four short weeks are a time to be attentive to the human journey and 

God’s revelation.  God has been seeking our attention.  He 

constantly reminds us of the justice he desires to bring and the 

promise of his abiding unconditional love.  Understanding and 

growing in these truths requires alertness so that we can be 

strengthened in our faith and prepared for whatever will come. 

 

SPECIAL CALENDAR DATES 

• Sunday, November 28, is French Toast Day 

• Monday, November 29, is Cyber Monday and Lemon 

Cream Pie Day 

• Wednesday, December 1, is Christmas Lights and Eat 

A Red Apple Day 

• Thursday, December 2, is Fritters and Mutt Day 

• Saturday, December 4, is Sock and Cookie Day 

• Sunday, December 5, is Walter Disney’s Birthday 

 



NOVEMBER 28, 2021 

 

 

     “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 

power and great glory.  But when these signs begin to happen, 

stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at 

hand.” - Lk 21:27-28 

Readings for the week of November 28, 2021 

Sunday:  Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 

  14 [1b]/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36  

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 

  Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/ 

  Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a 

  [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 

  [cf. Is 30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 

  8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 

First Reading: 

     The prophet Jeremiah speaks of God’s promise to fulfill the 

covenant made with King David, four hundred years earlier in 1000 

B.C.  As we enter into the season of Advent, how might you show 

your fidelity to God? 

 

Second Reading: 

     Paul’s prayer for the believers in Thessalonica is to abound in 

love and strength for one another in preparation for the return of 

Christ.  How do you think communities of faith can support each 

other during the Advent season? 

 

Gospel: 

     In Jesus teaching the disciples about the coming end times and 

judgment day, he warns them not to be too distracted by the stresses 

and anxieties of daily life.  How do you keep focused on your 

spiritual life amongst the many daily challenges we face? 

 

SAINT OF THE WEEK – EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH 

 

St. John Damascene -| Feast Day December 4 

     St. John Damascene (676-749) was the son of the chief of the 

revenue department in the city of Damascus.  Through his father, he 

received a classical and theological education and attempted to 

follow in his footsteps by serving in a government position.  

However, the Lord was calling him to a different life, and a few 

years later he resigned from his position and went to the Monastery 

of St. Sabas, where he wrote books and composed hymns along 

with his adopted brother, Cosmas. 

 

     St. John Damascene is best known for his writings against the 

iconoclasts, who opposed the veneration of images; his treatise, 

Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, a summary of the Greek Fathers; 

and his work as a poet, one of the two greatest of the Eastern 

Church.  His devotion to the Blessed Mother and his sermons on her 

feasts are well known. 
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