
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT�

  As individuals and families, our mission as the Parish Community of Saint Joseph is to 

live fully the call of Jesus Christ, to be the People of God by giving witness to the Gospel, 

passing on our Catholic tradition, strengthening the spiritual life of parishioners and �

serving those in need. We are committed to being an active, welcoming, and supportive 

community, proclaiming Christ’s teaching through word and deed.   �
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CONTACT US�

�

Rectory and Parish Office�

194 Oxford Street North, Auburn, MA 01501�1529�

  Phone            508�832�2074    �

  Fax � �  508�832�8894�

  Regular Office Hours�

       Monday �Thursday 9:00 a.m.� 3:00 p.m.�

  Email  stjoes01501@gmail.com�

�

Pastor� � � �   Rev. Paul M. Bomba�

Secretary� � �   Ms. Jean  Ashton�

Director of Music� �   Ms. Judy Freelander�

Maintenance � � �   Mr. Todd Darling�

�

Religious Education and Parish Center�

 68 Central Street, Auburn, MA 01501�2310�

  Phone �  508�832�6683�

  Fax� �  508�407�8952 �

  Email  stjoesreledaub@gmail.com�

�

Director of Religious Education      Ms. Lisa Wass�

Maintenance � � �         Mr. Errol Hall� �

�

Outreach Ministry�

   Mrs. Dianne Trumbour     508 832�6755�

   Outreach to hospitals, nursing homes, and homebound�

   Visits gladly made upon request� �

� �         �

MASSES�

�

Lord’s Day Weekend Masses�

  Saturday Vigil     4:00 p.m. in the church�

  Sunday   7:00 and 9:00 a.m. in the church�

�       10:30 a.m. at the parish center�

�

�

��

Weekday Masses�

  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  8:00 a.m. �

  Thursday    5:00 p.m.�

   Friday        8:00 a.m.�

�

�

�

Sacrament of Penance�

      Saturday   3:00�3:30 p.m.�

                     or by appointment�

�

THE ANNUNCIATION�

OF THE LORD�



ST. JOSEPH CHURCH�

SAINT JOSEPH, PRAY FOR US�

�

�

�

�

�

�

PRAYER IN TIME 

OF PANDEMIC�

O God,�whose Only Begotten Son�bore 

the weight of human suffering�for our 

salvation,�hear the prayers of your 

Church for our sick brothers and sisters 

and deliver us from this time of trial. 

Open our ears and our hearts�to the voice of your Son:�Be not 

afraid, for I am with you always.�

Bless all doctors and nurses,�researchers and public servants;��

give us the wisdom to do what is right�and the faith to endure 

this hour,�that we might gather once again�to praise your name 

in the heart of your Church,�delivered from all distress�and 

confident in your mercy.�

�Through Christ our Lord. Amen�

THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD-

MARCH 25, 2020�

The Solemnity of the Annuncia-

tion celebrates the coming of the 

Angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary 

to announce to her the special 

mission God had chosen for her 

in being the mother of His only 

son.�

We are continually reminded of 

the importance of this feast to our 

salvation in various devotional 

prayers. Two examples that high-

light the importance of this feast are the joyous 

mysteries of the Rosary and the Angelus.�

The feast of the Annunciation began to be cele-

brated on this day during the fourth and fifth 

centuries, soon after the date for celebrating 

Christmas was universalized throughout the 

Church. This feast celebrates the Incarnation of 

the Second Person of the Trinity and the salva-

tion of all mankind. This point of our salvation 

was deeply discussed by many of the Church fa-

thers, to explain it to the faithful and to show the 

deep love God has for us. Some of the Church 

fathers who wrote on this were St. Athanasius, 

St. Gregory of Nyssa and St. Augustine.�

Saturday, March 21, 2020�

                     Elva Terrasi�

                     by Micki and family�

Sunday, March 22, 2020�

                   Marie Therese Curren�

                    by daughter Christene Ripley�

Monday, March 23, 2020�

                  People of St. Joseph Parish�

Tuesday, March 24,  2020�

                 Fr. Charles R. Armey�

Wednesday, March 25, 2020�

                Fr. Glenn Downer�

Thursday, March  26, 2020�

                All Souls Day Remembrances�

Friday, March 27, 2020�

                 Fr. John Kochanowski�

Saturday, March 28, 2020�

                  Lucien & Valerie Carrier�

                    by family�

Sunday, March 29, 2020�

                  Lawrence Fleming�

                    38th Anniversary�

                    by Richard & Anna�



AUBURN, MASSACHUSETTS�

� Dear People of Saint Joseph Parish,�

 Lent is a season that takes high priority on the liturgical calendar because it is the season of penance 

and repentance. You might notice that all the celebrations of the saints during lent are placed in the 

optional category. Saint Patrick is a good example. Liturgical calendars place a higher value on the 

Lenten weekday than on the celebration of the Irish missionary.�

  There are some exceptions. We saw one last week and another appears on this week’s calendar. 

They are the celebration of Saint Joseph and the Annunciation. Lent continues, but the joy and grace 

of these two celebrations take pause in the hearts and spirits of Catholics that cannot be 

overshadowed by Lent. They usually fall within Lent and remind us of the joy that God’s grace brings 

to people.�

  Saint Joseph is the patron of our parish. The feast is March 19. He is the husband of Mary. He 

demonstrated a father’s love for Jesus. Scripture mentions him, but none of his 

words are recorded in the scripture. He is a man of action that speaks of his love 

of God. He receives visions that reveal God’s will to him and he follows God’s 

direction to take Mary into his home, to take the child and his mother to Egypt, to 

settle in Nazareth.�

  We see the lily as a symbol of St. Joseph. It appears in the artwork of Saint 

Joseph holding a staff with lilies. A lily adorns the end of each pew in the church. 

The lily denotes purity and chastity that are characteristics that Joseph 

displayed. There is an ancient story that connects the lily to Saint Joseph. Mary 

had been dedicated to God. The maidens in her group were sent home to find 

husbands when they reached the appropriate age. Mary avoided the step 

because she was “dedicated to God.” Men were invited to bring a branch or 

walking stick to the temple to see if they could court Mary, but none seemed suitable until Joseph’s 

walking stick blossomed into lilies that was the sign that he would become her 

husband.�

  While Mary was a popular saint among Christians from the very beginning of the 

Church, Joseph did not have a following until much later. He is a favorite among our 

parishioners because he is our patron. Notice how many parishes have chosen him 

as a patron in our diocese and throughout the world.�

  Count backwards from Christmas by nine months, the gestation period for 

humans, and we see the Annunciation celebrated on March 25. It is usually in Lent. 

Mary receives the message from an angel that she will have the child and name 

him Jesus. Mary gives her consent, “May it be done to me according to your word.” 

Lent takes a short break to be joyful at the Annunciation. Lent cannot stifle the joy!�

  These feasts, celebrated in Lent, remind us that God connects it all in a plan that he directs for the 

forgiveness of sin and the redemption of the human family. May we be humble before God who 

bestows grace upon us.�

�

Sincerely, Fr. Paul Bomba�

Stewardship!! �

4th� Sunday of Lent�

“No longer was there manna for the Israelites, who that year ate of the yield of the land 

of Canaan.” (Joshua 5:12)� Over the forty years that the Israelites journeyed through the 

desert, God provided them with manna to eat. As soon as they were able to enjoy the 

fruits of the Promised Land the manna ceased. Likewise, God’s blessings to us may 

change over the years but it is important to trust that God will always provide us with all 

that we need.�
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Sunday, March 22, 2020�

Parish Support�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The second collec�on this weekend is for �

Fuel and Easter Flowers.�

The second collec�on next weekend is for �

Catholic Relief Services.�

Thank you for your connued support of our 

parish.�

Remember in your Prayers  

 �

 Estelle Civalier � Shirley Connor �

Judith Daniels � Bill Dee � Graceann Dee �

Patrick Dee � Cecile DesChenes � Elsie Faneuil �

Cindy Fitzgerald � Sharon Grybowski �

Phyllis Hammond � Deborah Johnston �

Anne Kirby � Helen M. Leketa � Cynthia Young�

 Joseph Luks �  Pauline Mercier � Deborah Mink 

Victoria Mink � Lynne Openshaw � Rob Cooney�

  Erin O’Toole � John Rocheford � Daniel Roy  �

Jillian Roy � Carlene Sherbourne � Bill Morse  

Peter Vandale � Richard Laprade �Susan Miale�

Raymond Looney � Theresa Wright � Alex Orloff�

Joseph Cloutier, Jr. � Peggy Markvenas�

�

Weekly Goal�  $            7,500 �

Last Weekend�  $            2,922 �

Shor�all�  $         (4,578)�

� �

Debt Redux�  $                 30 �

Year to Date� �

Budget�  $         82,500 �

Collec)ons�  $         49,727 �

Electronic Payment�  $            1,965 �

Shor�all�  $       (30,809)�

Sunday, March 22, 2020� �

�

AA Mee�ng� 7:00PM�9:00PM� Lower Church Hall�

� � �

Monday, March 23, 2020� �

�

Plumbers School� 6:00PM�9:30PM� Parish Center�

� � �

Wednesday, March 25, 2020� �

�

Plumbers School� 6:00PM�9:30PM� Parish Center�

AA Mee�ng� 7:00PM�9:00PM� Lower Church Hall�

� � �

Thursday, March 26, 2020� �

�

Choir Rehearsal� 6:30PM�8:00PM� Church�

� � �

Saturday, March 28, 2020� �

�

Private Event� 2:30PM�5:30PM� Parish Center�

� � �

Sunday, March 29, 2020� �

�

Private Event� Noon�4:00PM� Lower Church Hall�

AA Mee�ng� 7:00PM�9:00PM� Lower Church Hall�



 4th Sunday of Lent�

News 

from�

                

ALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CLASSES HAVE BEEN CANCELED 

THROUGH APRIL 7.�

For Flowers That Bloom 

For flowers that bloom about our feet;�

For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;�

For song of bird, and hum of bee;�

For all things fair we hear or see,�

Father in heaven, we thank Thee! �

                                         �

�

�

�

�

�

For blue of stream and blue of sky;�

For pleasant shade of branches high;�

For fragrant air and cooling breeze;�

For beauty of the blooming trees,�

Father in heaven, we thank Thee!�

� Ralph Waldo Emerson�

PARISH PLEASANTRIES ��

for the month of April, 2020 may be 

left in the box located in the main 

entrance of the church near the side 

ramp entryway on or before Sunday, 

March 29th. We are always happy 

to acknowledge Anniversaries, 

Birthdays & Special Achievements of 

our parishioners.�

MEET MARIA ANA �

Maria Ana begins each morning 

by thanking God for a new day. 

A�er saying her prayers and 

taking a bath, she helps her 

mother make tor�llas before 

she puts on her uniform and 

walks to school with her two 

younger brothers. “I feel happy 

when I’m studying,” says Maria 

Ana.  Maria Ana also learns about ways she and her family can 

stay healthy, including washing fruits and vegetables before 

ea�ng them. And, Maria Ana is able to bring some of that �

nutri�ous food home with her, thanks to the CRS school lunch 

program.�

�

Join our faith community�and nearly 14,000 �

Catholic communities across the United States�

in a life�changing Lenten journey of encounter 

with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s CRS 

Rice Bowl this weekend at the church. Bring your 

Rice Bowl to mass on Palm Sunday, April 5, or any 

liturgy during Holy Week. �

Your donation will make a world of difference.�

Vocations to Priesthood Retreat�

The annual vocations retreat with Bishop 

McManus is�April 3�4. ��

This is a free retreat for men high school 

aged and up to listen to the Lord and learn 

more about the priesthood. It is hosted at 

Immaculate Conception Retreat Center in 

Putnam, CT and runs 6 pm�6 pm. This 

retreat is designed for men in every stage 

of discernment �� from a curious interest 

in the daily life of a parish priest to the 

serious discernment of a vocation to the �

priesthood. �

For more information, contact Father Donato �

Infante at�director@worcestervocations.com�or at 

508�630�4473.�

��

��

��

��

��

HOLY THURSDAY, April 9.�

The Holy Thursday Liturgy will be held at 6:30 p.m. in 

the church. (There will be no 5:00 p.m. Mass.) �

��

GOOD FRIDAY, April 10. �

The Liturgy of the Lord's Passion will be held at 6:30 

p.m. in the church. (There will be no 8:00 a.m. Mass.)�

HOLY SATURDAY, April 11.

�

Easter Vigil�8:00 p.m. in the Church (There will be 

no 4:00 p.m. Mass.) �

��

EASTER SUNDAY, April 12.

�

7:00 a.m. Mass in the Church�

9:00 a.m. Mass in the Church�

10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph’s Parish Center�



4th Sunday of Lent�

Senior Fraud Hotline�

�

RSVP’s Senior Fraud Help 

Line is a toll�free resource for 

seniors and their families to 

call when they are concerned 

that they are being targeted 

by scammers.� If they are in doubt, they 

should check it out by calling �

1�800�297�9760. Confidential. 

Knowledgeable.  Local. Supportive.�

Join the Parish�

��

Become a member of Saint Joseph 

Parish. Fill out one of the Parish 

Enrollment Forms found in the vestibule 

of the church or on the back table of the 

parish center. Place it in the mail, deliver 

it personally, or drop it in the collection basket. �

Did You Know?�

Where Do Your Kids Spend Their Time?�

You can help keep your children safe by knowing where 

they spend their time. Get to know the adults who show up 

at the various locations in the community where children 

gather and where they play together. Be wary of any adult 

who seems more interested in creating a relationship with a 

child than with other adults. Pay attention when an adult 

seems to single out a particular child for a relationship or for 

special attention. Warning signs include treats, gifts, �

vacations, or other special favors offered only to one �

specific child.�For particular help you may call:�Judith �

Audette, Director of Office for Healing and Prevention at 

(508) 929�4363.�

Source: “Know the Rules . . . After�School Safety Tips for Children 

Who Are Home Alone,”�www.missingkids.com.�

Progress Report�

Last weekend was our 

Parish Commitment 

Weekend for the�2020 

Partners in Charity Appeal. 

Thank you to those who 

made a gift and a special 

thank you for those who gave for the first time. Your 

gift will help us in reaching our parish goal. To 

date�forty�four have responded for a total of $14,155. 

However, we need the support of all members of Saint 

Joseph Parish if we are to be successful in reaching 

our parish goal of�$60,700. If you have not yet 

completed your pledge, please prayerfully make your 

pledge and return it to the church office or in the 

collection basket. Through your generous support we 

are able to serve thousands of individuals in 

Worcester County through outreach formation, 

evangelization and worship. �

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED�

"Literacy Volunteers of Greater 

Worcester has been providing 

English language skills to help 

people thrive since 1973. We 

offer free, flexible, confidential, 

and individualized one�to�one 

tutoring for adults learning to 

speak English as well as adults 

developing basic literacy skills. 

In recent years, the demand for 

our English services has contin-

ued to grow. With over 100 students waiting for a �

volunteer�tutor, we are calling on you to dedicate up to two 

hours a week to change someone's life. If you are over 18, 

have at least a high�school diploma, and speak English �

proficiently, you can learn to tutor someone who is learning 

English. We provide a free, 18�hour training before match-

ing you with a student, and we provide ongoing support and 

workshops to help you become the best tutor you can be! 

For more information and to apply, please visit�

www.lvgw.org�or call us at 508�754�8056."�

THE PONTIFICAL �

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION�

Pope Francis has asked all 

Catholics to support the �

Pon fical Good Friday �

Collec on, which helps 

Chris ans in the Holy Land.�

Your support helps the 

church minister in �

parishes, provide Catholic 

schools and offer religious 

educa on. The Pon fical 

Good Friday Collec on also helps to preserve the sacred 

shrines.�

The wars, unrest and instability have been especially hard 

on Chris ans. In these  mes of crisis, the Pon fical Good 

Friday Collec on provides humanitarian aid to refugees.�

When you contribute to the Pon fical Good Friday �

Collec on, you become an instrument of peace and join 

with Catholics around the world in solidarity with the 

Church in the Holy Land.�

For more informa)on about the Chris)ans in the Holy 

Land, visit www.myfranciscan.org/good�friday.�
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A Step Ahead
Family Child Care Center
102 Pakachoag Street
Auburn, MA 01501
508-767-1214
astepaheadauburn@hotmail.com

Christine M. Ganong
Owner/Child Care Provider

A Step Ahead

O’CONNELL & O’CONNELL, P.C.
Attorneys At Law

Real Estate • Elder Law  
Wills • Trusts • Estates

425 Pakachoag Street, Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-5872

We offer school vacation and summer 
classes at St. Joseph’s Parish Center

Driver Education plus 4 ½ Crash 
Avoidance Class at NO additional cost.

ONLY AVAILABLE AT CMSC AUTO SCHOOL
(508) 835-2333 • www.centralmasafety.org
WEST BOYLSTON / AUBURN / NORTHBORO MILFORD 

SHREWSBURY / WESTBOROUGH

CENTRAL MASS SAFETY 
COUNCIL AUTO SCHOOL KEI

Keating Enterprises
Landscape Design,

Construction, Maintenance
and Snow Removal

50 years of serving the area

(508) 826-6442

Rich Lerner
(508) 320-7488

centralmasscleanouts@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/centralmasscleanouts

Whole-home cleanouts,
rubbish and junk removal,

demolition services, & more!

Scott 
McDonald
PLUMBING & 

HEATING

311 BRIDLE PATH
WORCESTER, MA 01604

scottplumbing@charter.net

508-572-5393

508-846-4946
bakerautollc@gmail.com

www.bakerautomotiveworcester.com

 383 SOUTHBRIDGE ST.
 WORCESTER, MA

RS # 5325

FREE
OIL CHANGE 

with any auto body service

Jessica Smith-Lerner
Broker/Owner

48 AUBURN ST.,  AUBURN, MA 01501

Office (508) 832-HOME
Direct (508) 633-2727

jessica@aboderealtyma.com | aboderealtyma.com

If you are looking to buy or sell, I’d love to help!
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Philip P. Massad

Movers and 
Storage

754-1225
752-0100

Home • Auto • Business • Life
567 Southbridge Street, Auburn, Ma 

508-832-0404 
800-443-7007

www.neinsure.com

K.R. 
OUELLETTE

Plumbing & Heating
754-7291

64 So. Ludlow Street
Worcester, MA

Kevin R. Ouellette - Owner
M.P.L. 11193

Arthur A.
Tateronis

Attorney at Law
Real Estate • Wills & Trusts

319A Southbridge St. 
Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-2422

Nicholas S. Lynch
NMLS# 1408490

Mortgage Loan Originator
Purchasing &

Refinancing Your Home
NLynch@Web5.com

774.272.0694
Member DIF | Member FDIC

COMMERCIAL
REFRIGERATION EXPERTS

service@acetemp.com
Licensed Commercially for MA and RI

Serving Central Massachusetts  

508-754-9130
1-877-223-8367

www.acetemp.com

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

 DurocherElectric.com
MARC J DUROCHER

Master Electrician Lic. # 22728A

Fully Insured
508-864-1135

Age Well. Live Well.

• Innovative Health
 Care Center
• Restoring Individual
 Independence
• Rehabilitative Therapies & More!

508.753.4791 | 39 Queen St., Worcester


