
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT�

  As individuals and families, our mission as the Parish Community of Saint Joseph is to 

live fully the call of Jesus Christ, to be the People of God by giving witness to the Gospel, 

passing on our Catholic tradition, strengthening the spiritual life of parishioners and �

serving those in need. We are committed to being an active, welcoming, and supportive 

community, proclaiming Christ’s teaching through word and deed.   �
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CONTACT US�

�

Rectory and Parish Office�

194 Oxford Street North, Auburn, MA 01501�1529�

  Phone            508�832�2074    �

  Fax � �  508�832�8894�

  Regular Office Hours�

       Monday �Thursday 9:00 a.m.� 3:00 p.m.�

  Email  stjoes01501@gmail.com�

�

Pastor� � � �   Rev. Paul M. Bomba�

Secretary� � �   Ms. Jean  Ashton�

Director of Music� �   Ms. Judy Freelander�

Maintenance � � �   Mr. Todd Darling�

�

Religious Education and Parish Center�

 68 Central Street, Auburn, MA 01501�2310�

  Phone �  508�832�6683�

  Fax� �  508�407�8952 �

  Email  stjoesreledaub@gmail.com�

�

Director of Religious Education      Ms. Lisa Wass�

Maintenance � � �         Mr. Errol Hall� �

�

Outreach Ministry�

   Mrs. Dianne Trumbour     508 832�6755�

   Outreach to hospitals, nursing homes, and homebound�

   Visits gladly made upon request� �

� �         �

MASSES�

�

Lord’s Day Weekend Masses�

  Saturday Vigil     4:00 p.m. in the church�

  Sunday   7:00 and 9:00 a.m. in the church�

�       10:30 a.m. at the parish center�

�

�

��

Weekday Masses�

  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  8:00 a.m. �

  Thursday    5:00 p.m.�

   Friday        8:00 a.m.�

�

�

�

Sacrament of Penance�

      Saturday   3:00�3:30 p.m.�

                     or by appointment�
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PRAYER IN TIME �

OF PANDEMIC�

O God,�whose Only Begotten 

Son�bore the weight of human suf-

fering�for our salvation,�hear the 

prayers of your Church for our sick 

brothers and sisters and deliver us 

from this time of trial. Open our ears 

and our hearts�to the voice of your 

Son:�Be not afraid, for I am with you 

always. Bless all doctors and nurses,�researchers and 

public servants;�give us the wisdom to do what is 

right�and the faith to endure this hour,�that we might 

gather once again�to praise your name in the heart of 

your Church,�delivered from all distress�and confident 

in your mercy.�

�Through Christ our Lord. Amen�

2020 Partners in Charity Appeal Update�

Thanks to all our 

parishioners who 

have made their 

gift to the 2020 

Partners in Charity 

Appeal. To date, 

forty�four have re-

sponded for a total of $16,945. St. Joseph 

Church is 28% towards our goal of $60,700.00. 

If you have not yet made a gift or pledge, please 

fill out a commitment pledge envelope or visit 

www.partners�charity.net to do it online. Part-

ners in Charity, formerly known as the Bishop’s 

Fund, is the Annual Appeal for the Diocese of 

Worcester, serving 28 charitable, educational, 

and pastoral ministries. Through your generous 

support we are able to serve thousands of fami-

lies and individuals in Worcester County 

through outreach, formation, evangelization, 

and worship. Thank you!�

Saturday, March 28, 2020�

               Lucien & Valerie Carrier�

                    by family�

Sunday, March 29, 2020�

            Lawrence Fleming�

                    38th Anniversary�

                    by Richard & Anna�

Monday, March 30, 2020�

           Fr. Peter Hamernik�

Tuesday, March 31,  2020�

             People of Saint Joseph Parish�

Wednesday, April 1, 2020�

               Janet Salemmo�

              1st Anniversary�

                   by her sister�

Thursday, April 2, 2020�

              Richard and Dorothy�

Friday, April 3, 2020�

                  John Reilly�

                    by Eileen Flynn�

Saturday, April 4, 2020�

4:00PM     Ann R. Cote�

                    by her daughter Judith�

Project Rachel����

 �Project Rachel is the Catholic 

Church’s safe and confidential �

ministry of healing and �

reconciliation to those who have 

been wounded by abortion.���

If you or a friend or loved one are hurting as a result of 

abortion’s painful aftermath,�call Project Rachel at 

(508) 791�HOPE.��

Trust in the tender embrace of God's mercy!�



AUBURN, MASSACHUSETTS�

� Dear People of Saint Joseph Parish,�

�

  I am writing this on Monday. By the time you read this, much will change. I hope that the Governor’s 

orders will allow people to return to a normal way of life by this weekend, but I anticipate that we will 

still be practicing some form of social distancing for an extended period.�

  Please know that I miss you and continue to pray for you, that you remain healthy and blessed with 

God’s grace.�

  I monitor Vatican activity and see that the people of Italy are still confined. The Holy Father continues 

his usual activity and is very focused on the condition of the worldwide Church and the struggle to 

continue the practice of the faith under difficult conditions. He is very cautious of the contagious illness 

and will not allow people to gather in groups even at the Vatican. Much of his work is broadcast on 

television, radio, and social media.�

  Some people wonder if we will celebrate Holy Week and Easter. The Holy See directs the Church to 

celebrate the Holy Week liturgies even if we celebrate without the faithful present. The palms for Palm 

Sunday should arrive. We cannot cancel the order. The harvest of palms is already in progress. Bishop 

McManus will direct us to distribute the palms in a way that will avoid contamination.�

  If the Governor lifts the restrictions, we will celebrate publicly with great joy. If the Governor maintains 

the present restrictions or increases them, I will celebrate the liturgies privately with all of 

you in mind, wishing you could join me.  �

  The part of the laity in the Church is to remain a people in prayer, joining spiritually in 

the celebration of the sacred mysteries of the Universal Church. �

  A pandemic gives us pause to think and ponder. We usually take much for granted. 

Freedom of movement and association was part of our normal situation just a few weeks 

ago. We made plans to celebrate Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. Little did we anticipate 

that a pandemic would confine us. No one 

mentioned the possibility that we would not 

be able to gather for Easter when we 

celebrated Christmas.�

  We have lots of time for prayer since we 

cannot go to school, have meetings, go to 

sporting events, or even go to a restaurant 

for dinner. May we use it well to the praise 

and glory of God.�

�

Sincerely, Fr. Paul Bomba�

�

�

Stewardship!! �

5th� Sunday of Lent�

“For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them so much rubbish, 

that I may gain Christ…” (Philippians 3:8)�The first commandment says that we should 

not put other gods before the Lord. Sharing all of our gifts, our time in prayer, our talent 

in charitable works and our treasure to support Church needs helps us keep God first in 

everything. It helps us from putting other gods before God. It helps us to use our gifts for 

the glory of God and not for our own honor.�

��

As we confront almost hourly news reports about rising 

cases of Coronavirus, additional measures to restrict �

exposures to the threat of this insidious virus, and �

concerns about our own health and the wellbeing of our 

loved ones, we can become very anxious. �Yet we are a 

people of hope, grounded in the faith that God is always 

with us. As your bishop, I write to you today in these 

troubling times to remind you of this unshakeable tenet 

of our Catholic faith.�

� � � Bishop Robert McManus�



�

 

 

The sympathies of our parish  

are  extended to the family of   

    Joseph  Luks 

   who recently  passed away. 

Parish Support�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The second collec6on this weekend is for �

Catholic Relief Services.�

There will not be a second collec6on �

next weekend.�

Thank you for your connued support of our parish.�

Remember in your Prayers 

Estelle Civalier � Shirley Connor � Michael Prew�

Judith Daniels � Bill Dee � Graceann Dee �

Patrick Dee � Cecile DesChenes � Elsie Faneuil �

Cindy Fitzgerald � Sharon Grybowski �

Phyllis Hammond � Deborah Johnston �

Anne Kirby � Helen M. Leketa � Cynthia Young�

Pauline Mercier � Deborah Mink � Victoria Mink  

Lynne Openshaw � Rob Cooney � Jim Tobin�

  Erin O’Toole � John Rocheford � Daniel Roy  �

Jillian Roy � Carlene Sherbourne � Bill Morse  

Peter Vandale � Richard Laprade �Susan Miale�

Raymond Looney � Theresa Wright � Alex Orloff�

Joseph Cloutier, Jr. � Peggy Markvenas�

�

Weekly Goal�  $            7,500 �

Last Weekend�  $            1,700 �

Shor�all�  $         (5,800)�

Fuel/Flowers�  $               782�

Debt Redux�  $                 70 �

Year to Date� �

Budget�  $         90,000 �

Collec+ons�  $         51,427 �

Electronic Payment�  $            2,350 �

Shor�all�  $       (36,224)�

ANNA MARIA COLLEGE OFFERING GRADUATE COURSES�

Anna Maria College is offering two graduate theology �

courses in the spring and early summer of 2020. Fr. David 

Co�er is teaching a 3�credit course on Old Testament 

Prophets on Thursday evenings, from April 16 to June 25. 

Dr. Lisa Gulino is teaching a 3�credit course on �

     Theology of Pastoral Ministry on Tuesday evenings from 

April 14 to June 23. Tui&on (with diocesan discount) is 

$1170 per course (diocesan school employees are �

    eligible for an addi&onal discount). Audit fees are $345 per 

course. For more informa&on, please email �

                         mtumeinski@annamaria.edu...�

Sunday, March 29, 2020�

Sunday, March 29, 2020� �

�

AA Mee6ng� 7:00PM�9:00PM� Lower Church Hall�

Monday, March 30, 2020� �

�

Plumbers School� 6:00PM�10:00PM� Parish Center�

Wednesday, April 1, 2020� �

�

Plumbers School� 6:00PM�10:00PM� Parish Center�

AA Mee6ng� 7:00PM�9:00PM� Lower Church Hall�

Sunday, April 5, 2020� �

�

AA Mee6ng� 7:00PM�9:00PM� Lower Church Hall�



 5th Sunday of Lent�

News 

from�

                

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES�

HAVE ENDED FOR THE YEAR.�

To our dedicated and hardworking teachers, 

we say   for the time and 

effort you put into this program. It would 

not exist if not for YOU!!!�

Our teachers are volunteers who live the 

faith and want to share their faith with the 

children of our parish. We are blessed every 

year by the quality and devotion of our 

teachers. If you see your child’s teacher 

out and about, please thank them for a job 

well done. I hope they all return next year.�

Registration forms for next year are being 

mailed in May. Please print and update any 

information before returning them by the end 

of June. Thank You.�

Senior Fraud Hotline�

RSVP’s Senior Fraud Help Line is a toll�free resource 

for seniors and their families to call when they are 

concerned that they are being targeted by�

scammers.� If they are in doubt, they should check it 

out by calling 1�800�297�9760. Confidential. 

Knowledgeable.  Local. Supportive.�

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE 

ENCOUNTER�

"I am the resurrection and the 

life;�whoever believes in me, even if he 

dies, will live,�and everyone who lives 

and believes in me will never die." Do 

you believe that Jesus is the Lord of 

your marriage? Bring God into your 

marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekend. The next Weekends are Apr 18�19, 2020 in 

BREWSTER, MA and Jun 6�7, 2020 in Medway, MA. For 

more information, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800�

710�9963 or visit them at�https://wwmema.org/. �

Vocations to Priesthood Retreat�

The annual vocations retreat with �

Bishop McManus is�April 3�4. ��

This is a free retreat for men high 

school aged and up to listen to the Lord 

and learn more about the priesthood. It 

is hosted at Immaculate Conception 

Retreat Center in Putnam, CT and runs 

6 pm�6 pm. This retreat is designed for 

men in every stage of discernment �� 

from a curious interest in the daily life of 

a parish priest to the serious �

discernment of a vocation to the �

priesthood. �

For more information, contact Father Donato �

Infante at�director@worcestervocations.com�or at 

508�630�4473.�

MEET GAUDENCIA�

“CRS has changed my 

life�and the life of my 

family,” says Gaudencia, 

Yvone’s aunt. “Before, I 

could tell Yvone wasn’t 

healthy. But now, she’s 

active.” Gaudencia is 

proud of what she’s learned from the CRS program 

about healthy eating habits. She has taught her family 

to vary what they eat and include vegetables with  

every meal. �

Yvone’s grandfather, Eliakim, suffers from diabetes. 

The improved diet has helped make him healthier. 

“What I have learned is really good, and I have seen 

positive changes in my health,” says Eliakim. “I have 

benefited a lot from Gaudencia’s participation with 

CRS.” �

Eliakim also thinks the improved diet gives his �

grandchildren more energy for school and play. If the 

family is ever short an ingredient or has extra food, 

they borrow from and share with neighbors in the spirit 

of community. It’s that spirit�and good nutrition�that 

gives Yvone, her family and friends, a strong �

foundation from which to pursue their dreams and live 

a healthier life.�

Join our faith community�and nearly 14,000 �

Catholic communities across the United States�

in a life�changing Lenten journey of encounter 

with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s CRS 

Rice Bowl this weekend at the church. Bring your 

Rice Bowl to mass on Palm Sunday, April 5, or any 

liturgy during Holy Week. �

Your donation will make a world of difference.�



5th Sunday of Lent�

Join the Parish�

��

Become a member of Saint Joseph 

Parish. Fill out one of the Parish 

Enrollment Forms found in the vestibule 

of the church or on the back table of the 

parish center. Place it in the mail, deliver 

it personally, or drop it in the collection basket. �

Did You Know?�

An Appropriate Way to Report �

Inappropriate Behavior �

How should you communicate your concerns to someone who 

may be behaving inappropriately with children? The “I” message is 

a simple way to reframe what you want to say so that the listener 

hears you speak of your feelings and concerns rather than hearing 

a complaint against him� or herself. The “I” message, simply dia-

grammed, says, “I feel [feeling] when [situation] because [reason].” 

For example, you can say, “I feel anxious when you drive a child 

home alone after religious education classes, �

because that could put you or the child in a potentially risky situa-

tion.” It is a much more constructive approach than saying, “You 

shouldn’t be driving children home alone because it is against the 

rules and puts them in danger.”�For particular help you may 

call:�Judith Audette, Director of Office for Healing and Prevention 

at �

(508) 929�4363 �

Source: Paul J. Ashton, “CAREfronting vs. Confronting Those Who 

Behave Inappropriately,” featured August 9, 2004, 

at� www.virtusonline.org/virtus.�

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED�

"Literacy Volunteers of Greater 

Worcester has been providing 

English language skills to help 

people thrive since 1973. We 

offer free, flexible, confidential, 

and individualized one�to�one 

tutoring for adults learning to 

speak English as well as adults 

developing basic literacy skills. 

In recent years, the demand for 

our English services has contin-

ued to grow. With over 100 students waiting for a �

volunteer�tutor, we are calling on you to dedicate up to two 

hours a week to change someone's life. If you are over 18, 

have at least a high�school diploma, and speak English �

proficiently, you can learn to tutor someone who is learning 

English. We provide a free, 18�hour training before match-

ing you with a student, and we provide ongoing support and 

workshops to help you become the best tutor you can be! 

For more information and to apply, please visit�

www.lvgw.org�or call us at 508�754�8056."�

THE PONTIFICAL �

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION�

Pope Francis has asked all 

Catholics to support the �

Pon�fical Good Friday �

Collec�on, which helps 

Chris�ans in the Holy Land.�

Your support helps the 

church minister in �

parishes, provide Catholic 

schools and offer religious 

educa�on. The Pon�fical 

Good Friday Collec�on also helps to preserve the sacred 

shrines.�

The wars, unrest and instability have been especially hard 

on Chris�ans. In these �mes of crisis, the Pon�fical Good 

Friday Collec�on provides humanitarian aid to refugees.�

When you contribute to the Pon�fical Good Friday �

Collec�on, you become an instrument of peace and join 

with Catholics around the world in solidarity with the 

Church in the Holy Land.�

For more informa+on about the Chris+ans in the Holy 

Land, visit www.myfranciscan.org/good�friday.�

�IF THE BAN ON PUBLIC GATHERINGS IS �

LIFTED, THE FOLLOWING WILL BE THE HOLY 

WEEK  SCHEDULE:�

��

��

��

��

�

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 9.�

The Holy Thursday Liturgy will be held at 6:30 p.m. in 

the church. (There will be no 5:00 p.m. Mass.) �

��

GOOD FRIDAY, April 10. �

The Liturgy of the Lord's Passion will be held at 6:30 

p.m. in the church. (There will be no 8:00 a.m. Mass.)�

HOLY SATURDAY, April 11.

�

Easter Vigil�8:00 p.m. in the Church (There will be 

no 4:00 p.m. Mass.) �

��

EASTER SUNDAY, April 12.

�

7:00 a.m. Mass in the Church�

9:00 a.m. Mass in the Church�

10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph’s Parish Center�



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St.Joseph, Auburn, MA 03-0069

A Step Ahead
Family Child Care Center
102 Pakachoag Street
Auburn, MA 01501
508-767-1214
astepaheadauburn@hotmail.com

Christine M. Ganong
Owner/Child Care Provider

A Step Ahead

O’CONNELL & O’CONNELL, P.C.
Attorneys At Law

Real Estate • Elder Law  
Wills • Trusts • Estates

425 Pakachoag Street, Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-5872

We offer school vacation and summer 
classes at St. Joseph’s Parish Center

Driver Education plus 4 ½ Crash 
Avoidance Class at NO additional cost.

ONLY AVAILABLE AT CMSC AUTO SCHOOL
(508) 835-2333 • www.centralmasafety.org
WEST BOYLSTON / AUBURN / NORTHBORO MILFORD 

SHREWSBURY / WESTBOROUGH

CENTRAL MASS SAFETY 
COUNCIL AUTO SCHOOL KEI

Keating Enterprises
Landscape Design,

Construction, Maintenance
and Snow Removal

50 years of serving the area

(508) 826-6442

Rich Lerner
(508) 320-7488

centralmasscleanouts@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/centralmasscleanouts

Whole-home cleanouts,
rubbish and junk removal,

demolition services, & more!

Scott 
McDonald
PLUMBING & 

HEATING

311 BRIDLE PATH
WORCESTER, MA 01604

scottplumbing@charter.net

508-572-5393

508-846-4946
bakerautollc@gmail.com

www.bakerautomotiveworcester.com

 383 SOUTHBRIDGE ST.
 WORCESTER, MA

RS # 5325

FREE
OIL CHANGE 

with any auto body service

Jessica Smith-Lerner
Broker/Owner

48 AUBURN ST.,  AUBURN, MA 01501

Office (508) 832-HOME
Direct (508) 633-2727

jessica@aboderealtyma.com | aboderealtyma.com

If you are looking to buy or sell, I’d love to help!
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Philip P. Massad

Movers and 
Storage

754-1225
752-0100

Home • Auto • Business • Life
567 Southbridge Street, Auburn, Ma 

508-832-0404 
800-443-7007

www.neinsure.com

K.R. 
OUELLETTE

Plumbing & Heating
754-7291

64 So. Ludlow Street
Worcester, MA

Kevin R. Ouellette - Owner
M.P.L. 11193

Arthur A.
Tateronis

Attorney at Law
Real Estate • Wills & Trusts

319A Southbridge St. 
Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-2422

Nicholas S. Lynch
NMLS# 1408490

Mortgage Loan Originator
Purchasing &

Refinancing Your Home
NLynch@Web5.com

774.272.0694
Member DIF | Member FDIC

COMMERCIAL
REFRIGERATION EXPERTS

service@acetemp.com
Licensed Commercially for MA and RI

Serving Central Massachusetts  

508-754-9130
1-877-223-8367

www.acetemp.com

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

 DurocherElectric.com
MARC J DUROCHER

Master Electrician Lic. # 22728A

Fully Insured
508-864-1135

Age Well. Live Well.

• Innovative Health
 Care Center
• Restoring Individual
 Independence
• Rehabilitative Therapies & More!

508.753.4791 | 39 Queen St., Worcester


