
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT�

  As individuals and families, our mission as the Parish Community of Saint Joseph is to 

live fully the call of Jesus Christ, to be the People of God by giving witness to the Gospel, 

passing on our Catholic tradition, strengthening the spiritual life of parishioners and �

serving those in need. We are committed to being an active, welcoming, and supportive 

community, proclaiming Christ’s teaching through word and deed.   �
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CONTACT US�

�

Rectory and Parish Office�

194 Oxford Street North, Auburn, MA 01501�1529�

  Phone            508�832�2074    �

  Fax � �  508�832�8894�

  Regular Office Hours�

       Monday �Thursday 9:00 a.m.� 3:00 p.m.�

  Email  stjoes01501@gmail.com�

�

Pastor� � � �   Rev. Paul M. Bomba�

Secretary� � �   Ms. Jean  Ashton�

Director of Music� �   Ms. Judy Freelander�

Maintenance � � �   Mr. Todd Darling�

�

Religious Education and Parish Center�

 68 Central Street, Auburn, MA 01501�2310�

  Phone �  508�832�6683�

  Fax� �  508�407�8952 �

  Email  stjoesreledaub@gmail.com�

�

Director of Religious Education      Ms. Lisa Wass�

Maintenance � � �         Mr. Errol Hall� �

�

Outreach Ministry�

   Mrs. Dianne Trumbour     508 832�6755�

   Outreach to hospitals, nursing homes, and homebound�

   Visits gladly made upon request� �

� �         �

MASSES�

�

Lord’s Day Weekend Masses�

  Saturday Vigil     4:00 p.m. in the church�

  Sunday   7:00 and 9:00 a.m. in the church�

�       10:30 a.m. at the parish center�

�

�

��

Weekday Masses�

  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  8:00 a.m. �

  Thursday    5:00 p.m.�

   Friday        8:00 a.m.�

�

�

�

Sacrament of Penance�

      Saturday   3:00�3:30 p.m.�

                     or by appointment�



ST. JOSEPH CHURCH�
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PRAYER IN TIME �

OF PANDEMIC�

O God,�whose Only Begotten 

Son�bore the weight of human suf-

fering�for our salvation,�hear the 

prayers of your Church for our sick 

brothers and sisters and deliver us 

from this time of trial. Open our ears 

and our hearts�to the voice of your 

Son:�Be not afraid, for I am with you 

always. Bless all doctors and nurses,�researchers and 

public servants;�give us the wisdom to do what is 

right�and the faith to endure this hour,�that we might 

gather once again�to praise your name in the heart of 

your Church,�delivered from all distress�and confident 

in your mercy.�

�Through Christ our Lord. Amen�

2020 Partners in Charity Appeal Update�

Thanks to all our 

parishioners who 

have made their 

gift to the 2020 

Partners in Charity 

Appeal. To date, 

fifty�six have re-

sponded for a total of $18,970. St. Joseph 

Church is 31% towards our goal of $60,700.00. 

If you have not yet made a gift or pledge, please 

fill out a commitment pledge envelope or visit 

www.partners�charity.net to do it online. Part-

ners in Charity, formerly known as the Bishop’s 

Fund, is the Annual Appeal for the Diocese of 

Worcester, serving 28 charitable, educational, 

and pastoral ministries. Through your generous 

support we are able to serve thousands of fami-

lies and individuals in Worcester County 

through outreach, formation, evangelization, 

and worship. Thank you!�

Saturday, April 4, 2020�

                   Ann R. Cote�

                     by her daughter Judith�

Sunday, April 5, 2020�

                  Melissa Malone�

                  by family�

Monday, April 6, 2020�

                    Helen and Edmund�

Tuesday, April 7,  2020�

                 Carol A. Sargentelli�

                   3rd Anniversary�

                   by Joan Going and family�

Wednesday, April 8, 2020�

                   People of St. Joseph Parish�

Thursday, April 9, 2020�

                 Mary and Joseph�

Saturday, April 11, 2020�

                  Louis�

Sunday, April 12, 2020�

                    Anthony and Louis�

                    by family�

Did You Know?�

Child Abuse Prevention Month�

April is na�onal Child Abuse Preven�on Month. It is most 

appropriate that Child Abuse Preven�on Month is held 

during the Easter season. There is no better time 

than Easter to celebrate the protection of our most 

valuable gift from God�our children. For information 

on how you can become more informed and involved 

in keeping our children safe, please call: Judith �

Audette, Director of Office for Healing and Prevention 

at (508) 929�4363�

Source:�www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/

preventionmonth�



AUBURN, MASSACHUSETTS�

� Dear People of Saint Joseph Parish,�

  I start as I did last week: I am writing this on Monday. By the time you read this, much will change. I 

hope that the Governor’s orders will allow people to return to normal way of life by this weekend, but I 

anticipate that we will still be practicing some form of social distancing for an extended period.�

  It is Palm Sunday and many people will want to celebrate with the palms. I know that some people 

only come to Church to receive palms. Most people take a blessed palm to celebrate Jesus’ triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem.�

  Palms are available on Sunday and into Monday in the vestibule of Saint Joseph Church. Please take 

what you need to celebrate this holy Church feast. The church is open for prayer throughout the week 

during the day.�

  I anticipate that Governor Baker will continue to ban all events that have more than ten people for the 

good of the Commonwealth. President Trump wanted to lift the prohibition on public gathering by 

Easter, but he extended it at least through April. The pattern of the pandemic continues to increase. 

More tests are yielding positive results and more people continue to die from the illness. If the ban 

continues, I anticipate that Bishop McManus will continue to keep all public masses off the schedule in 

the Diocese of Worcester. He continues to remind the faithful to continue to pray for the end of the 

pandemic.�

    When the Governor lifts the restrictions, we will celebrate publicly with great joy. If the Governor 

maintains the present restrictions or increases them, I will celebrate the liturgies privately 

with all of you in mind, wishing you could join me.  �

  The part of the laity in the Church is to remain a people in prayer, joining spiritually in the 

celebration of the sacred mysteries of the Universal Church. �

  My mother is under quarantine. St. Joseph Parish has benefitted from the quarantine as 

she worked diligently on the afghan that will be one of the Pastor’s Prizes in the Christmas 

Bazaar raffle. When I purchased the yarn, 

she anticipated that she could complete the 

afghan around Easter. She cannot go to 

Bingo, the Word Game, Wheel of Fortune, or 

even exercise in the gym on the stationary 

bike. She has lots of time on her hands and 

put her crochet hook to serious work to finish 

the afghan. The afghan is in the rectory and 

raffle tickets will be sold before the Christmas 

Bazaar as well as at the bazaar.�

  Thank you to all parishioners who mailed 

their weekly envelopes to the rectory. Thank 

you to all the people who contributed to 

Partners in Charity.�

Sincerely, Fr. Paul Bomba�

Stewardship!! �

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord�

��“I tell you, Peter, before the cock crows this day, you will deny three times that you know 

me.” (Luke 22:34) How many times have you heard someone make a disparaging 

comment about Jesus or our Catholic faith? How did you react? Do you remain quiet not 

to cause a disturbance? Or, do you remain quiet because you believe people will think 

negatively about you? Pray for the courage to speak up and enter into a respectful 

dialogue when the opportunity arises.�

As we confront almost hourly news reports about 

rising cases of Coronavirus, additional measures to 

restrict exposures to the threat of this insidious 

virus, and concerns about our own health and the 

wellbeing of our loved ones, we can become very 

anxious. �Yet we are a people of hope, grounded in 

the faith that God is always with us. As your 

bishop, I write to you today in these troubling times 

to remind you of this unshakeable tenet of our 

Catholic faith.�

� � � Bishop Robert McManus�
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THE CHURCH WILL BE OPEN DURING THE DAY 

FOR ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO SPEND TIME IN 

PRIVATE PRAYER. 

 

PALMS WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE VESTIBULE OF THE 

CHURCH ON SUNDAY, APRIL 5 AND INTO 

MONDAY, APRIL 6. 

Parish Support�
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There will not be a second collec�on this weekend.�

The second collec�on next weekend�

will be for Easter.�

Thank you for your connued support of our parish.�

Remember in your Prayers 

Estelle Civalier � Shirley Connor � Michael Prew�

Judith Daniels � Bill Dee � Graceann Dee �

Patrick Dee � Cecile DesChenes � Elsie Faneuil �

Cindy Fitzgerald � Sharon Grybowski �

Phyllis Hammond � Deborah Johnston �

Anne Kirby � Helen M. Leketa � Cynthia Young�

Pauline Mercier � Deborah Mink � Victoria Mink  

Lynne Openshaw � Rob Cooney � Jim Tobin�

  Erin O’Toole � John Rocheford � Daniel Roy  �

Jillian Roy � Carlene Sherbourne � Bill Morse  

Peter Vandale � Richard Laprade �Susan Miale�

Raymond Looney � Theresa Wright � Alex Orloff�

Joseph Cloutier, Jr. � Peggy Markvenas�

�

     Reminder. . .�

Next weekend is our monthly 

food collection. Items most 

needed are macaroni & cheese, 

canned soups, tuna, cereal, 

peanut butter, jelly, and pasta. 

Food collections will be donated to St. Joan of Arc 

Food Pantry.�

Sunday, April 5, 2020�

Visitation House Baby Donations�

If you have donations for Visitation House please bring 

them to the parish center, Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 

from 10am�3pm.  If you would like to make a cash donation, 

you may do that as well.�

Visitation House is experiencing a �

severe shortage of supplies during this 

time. If you have any questions, please 

call the religious ed office at 508�832�

6683. Thank you for your kindness and 

generosity.  �

Sunday, April 5, 2020� �

�

AA Mee�ng� 7:00PM�9:00PM� Lower Church Hall�

Wednesday, April 8, 2020� �

�

AA Mee�ng� 7:00PM�9:00PM� Lower Church Hall�

Sunday, April 12, 2020� �

�

AA Mee�ng� 7:00PM�9:00PM� Lower Church Hall�

Weekly Goal�  $            7,500 �

Last Weekend�  $            2,275 �

Shor�all�  $         (5,225)�

CRS�  $               314�

Debt Redux�  $                 10 �

Year to Date� �

Budget�  $         97,500 �

Collec)ons�  $         53,702 �

Electronic Payment�  $            2,405 �

Shor�all�  $       (41,394)�



 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord�

News 

from�

                

All Religious Education 

classes have abruptly ended 

for this year. Within the week 

all students in grades 1�8, will 

receive the remaining lessons 

via email. Please complete 

these lessons at home, 

complete the review and send it to: 

stjoesreledaub@gmail.com. If you have questions 

or difficulties with the online program, don’t 

hesitate to give me a call at 508�832�6683 or 

send me an email. Thank you.�

Grade 9 and 10 will resume classes when it is 

safe to do so. A new schedule will be sent.�

�

Grade 9 & 10 � Baby Bottle Drop Off�

Students who have not returned their 

baby bottles for the Visitation House 

collection, please bring them to the 

parish center next week. I will be in the 

office Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 

10am�3pm.�

�IF THE BAN ON PUBLIC GATHERINGS IS �

LIFTED, THE FOLLOWING WILL BE THE HOLY 

WEEK  SCHEDULE:�

��

��

��

��

��

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 9.�

The Holy Thursday Liturgy will be held at 6:30 p.m. in 

the church. (There will be no 5:00 p.m. Mass.) �

��

GOOD FRIDAY, April 10. �

The Liturgy of the Lord's Passion will be held at 6:30 

p.m. in the church. (There will be no 8:00 a.m. Mass.)�

HOLY SATURDAY, April 11.

�

Easter Vigil�8:00 p.m. in the Church (There will be 

no 4:00 p.m. Mass.) �

��

EASTER SUNDAY, April 12.

�

7:00 a.m. Mass in the Church�

9:00 a.m. Mass in the Church�

10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph’s Parish Center�

THE PONTIFICAL �

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION�

Pope Francis has asked all Catholics to support the �

Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in 

the Holy Land. Your support helps the church minister in �

parishes, provide Catholic 

schools and offer religious 

education. The Pontifical 

Good Friday Collection also 

helps to preserve the �

sacred shrines. The wars, 

unrest and instability have 

been especially hard on 

Christians. In these times of 

crisis, the Pontifical Good 

Friday Collection provides 

humanitarian aid to refugees. When you contribute to the 

Pontifical Good Friday Collection, you become an �

Instrument of peace and join with Catholics around the 

world in solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land.�

For more information about the Christians in the Holy 

Land, visit www.myfranciscan.org/good�friday.�

MPrep Preview: An Interactive Forum on Sunday, April 

26 from 3 to 4:00 PM. Join us online to learn what 

makes Marianapolis such a unique community. Please 

register at www.marianapolis.org/preview  (860) 923�

9245 / admission@marianapolis.org.�

Marianapolis Preparatory School is a Catholic, independent, 

co�educational, boarding and day school located in Thomp-

son, CT for grades 9�12 and postgraduates. We are home 

to 350 students from 56 area towns, numerous states 

around the U.S., and over 20 countries worldwide. At 

Marianapolis, students experience the following. 7:1 stu-

dent/teacher ratio�average class size of 12�100% college 

placement rate�20 AP

®

 courses and over 100 electives�

Campus Ministry including numerous retreats and liturgical 

ministries�Community Service opportunities within and 

beyond the School community.�



Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord�

My dear friends in Christ,�

�

As we confront almost hourly news reports about rising cases of Coronavirus, additional measures to restrict exposures to 

the threat of this insidious virus, and concerns about our own health and the wellbeing of our loved ones, we can become 

very anxious. �Yet we are a people of hope, grounded in the faith that God is always with us. As your bishop, I write to you 

today in these troubling times to remind you of this unshakeable tenet of our Catholic faith.�

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, in his encyclical�Spe Salvi�(Saved by Hope) stressed how the virtue of hope is critical for �

anyone who encounters suffering: “The present, even if it is arduous, can be lived and accepted if it leads towards a goal, if 

we can be sure of this goal, and if this goal is great enough to justify the effort of the journey” (Spe Salvi 1). What is that 

goal for us today? I propose that our first goal is to maintain a courageous spirit of optimism and perseverance during this 

health crisis. We are responsible for being good stewards of our bodies and for following the advice of medical �

professionals to minimize risk. By virtue of our baptism we are also called as good citizens to care for others in need, in 

good times and in bad.�

In�Spe Salvi, Benedict XVI noted that “It is not science that redeems man: Man is redeemed by love.” This applies even in 

terms of this present world. . . . The human being needs unconditional love. He needs the certainty which makes him say: 

“neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 

8:38�39). (SS26)��

As people of faith, let us not lose sight of the fact that our ultimate goal is life eternal, to one day enjoy God’s life and love 

eternally. That love is experienced even in this life when we are cared for in times of sickness with compassion, and we in 

turn become agents of God’s love when we help others in need.�

So what can we do? I suggest we consider three things: Pray, Listen and Respond.�

Pray the�Prayer In Time of Pandemic�which we are sharing through our parishes and institutions. Why? Prayer will ground 

us in the realization that, first of all, we are not alone. Even when seemingly no one else hears us in our pleas, God always 

hears us. It reminds us that the truly important things in life are bigger than us and we must set aside our pride to focus on 

what is truly important in life�

Listen and Respond. Our faith reminds us that grace builds on nature. If we are attentive to the instructions of those around 

us we will be given the grace to respond. Hence, we must be attentive to the advice of healthcare professionals to protect 

ourselves but we must also be attentive to the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of others. Pope Francis has �

observed that his greatest concern regarding how this crisis is unfolding in Italy is that of isolation. Feeling alone and feeling 

abandoned engender fear, not hope. Are young and elderly family members scared or at risk and need our assurances and 

help? Are neighbors alone and in need of wellness checks so as to not feel abandoned?�

As baptized members of the Body of Christ, we also have a responsibility to the greater community of faith. In the weeks 

ahead, our faith life may be greatly challenged by not being able to attend Mass. We will have to fast from the very �

sustenance for which our souls yearn during this Lent, the Holy Eucharist. Again I stress �� do not lose hope. As your �

parishes communicate with you, I hope they will remind you that you can at least pray together with the Catholic community 

in our diocese through our Sunday and Daily Masses on the internet and on Spectrum (Charter) Channel 193. You may 

also have access to the Mass on Catholic TV from Boston if you are on a different cable company or satellite TV. You can 

make a Spiritual Communion as you spiritually prepare for the day, God willing, when you can return to the Banquet of the 

Lord at Easter.�

As members of the Diocese of Worcester, I also implore you not to lose sight of how we are serving so many people in 

need every day through our parish ministries and our diocesan agencies. Your call to be good stewards through the parish 

offertory is needed now as much as ever, as well as your continued support for the annual�Partners in Charity�Appeal which 

is a lifeline for diocesan�wide service to thousands of people who are physically and spiritually in need. However, in light of 

these difficult times, I have suspended the activities of our diocesan capital campaign, Legacy of Hope, until these difficult 

times are behind us, in order to stay focused on addressing present needs. I encourage you to take advantage of online 

giving portals for your parish and Partners in Charity or simply continue to support your offertory by mail.�

In closing, I ask that you join me in the following�Prayer in Time of Pandemic�and that you do so every day until this health 

crisis has passed.��

O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore the weight of human suffering for our salvation,�

hear the prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters and deliver us from this time of trial.�

Open our ears and our hearts to the voice of your Son:�Be not afraid, for I am with you always.�

Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants;�

give us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure this hour,�

that we might gather once again to praise your name in the heart of your Church,�

delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy.�

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.�

May God protect you and your loved ones through this time of trial.�

�

With every prayerful best wish, I remain�

Sincerely yours in Christ,�

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus�

Bishop of Worcester�



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St.Joseph, Auburn, MA 03-0069

A Step Ahead
Family Child Care Center
102 Pakachoag Street
Auburn, MA 01501
508-767-1214
astepaheadauburn@hotmail.com

Christine M. Ganong
Owner/Child Care Provider

A Step Ahead

O’CONNELL & O’CONNELL, P.C.
Attorneys At Law

Real Estate • Elder Law  
Wills • Trusts • Estates

425 Pakachoag Street, Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-5872

We offer school vacation and summer 
classes at St. Joseph’s Parish Center

Driver Education plus 4 ½ Crash 
Avoidance Class at NO additional cost.

ONLY AVAILABLE AT CMSC AUTO SCHOOL
(508) 835-2333 • www.centralmasafety.org
WEST BOYLSTON / AUBURN / NORTHBORO MILFORD 

SHREWSBURY / WESTBOROUGH

CENTRAL MASS SAFETY 
COUNCIL AUTO SCHOOL KEI

Keating Enterprises
Landscape Design,

Construction, Maintenance
and Snow Removal

50 years of serving the area

(508) 826-6442

Rich Lerner
(508) 320-7488

centralmasscleanouts@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/centralmasscleanouts

Whole-home cleanouts,
rubbish and junk removal,

demolition services, & more!

Scott 
McDonald
PLUMBING & 

HEATING

311 BRIDLE PATH
WORCESTER, MA 01604

scottplumbing@charter.net

508-572-5393

508-846-4946
bakerautollc@gmail.com

www.bakerautomotiveworcester.com

 383 SOUTHBRIDGE ST.
 WORCESTER, MA

RS # 5325

FREE
OIL CHANGE 

with any auto body service

Jessica Smith-Lerner
Broker/Owner

48 AUBURN ST.,  AUBURN, MA 01501

Office (508) 832-HOME
Direct (508) 633-2727

jessica@aboderealtyma.com | aboderealtyma.com

If you are looking to buy or sell, I’d love to help!
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Philip P. Massad

Movers and 
Storage

754-1225
752-0100

Home • Auto • Business • Life
567 Southbridge Street, Auburn, Ma 

508-832-0404 
800-443-7007

www.neinsure.com

K.R. 
OUELLETTE

Plumbing & Heating
754-7291

64 So. Ludlow Street
Worcester, MA

Kevin R. Ouellette - Owner
M.P.L. 11193

Arthur A.
Tateronis

Attorney at Law
Real Estate • Wills & Trusts

319A Southbridge St. 
Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-2422

Nicholas S. Lynch
NMLS# 1408490

Mortgage Loan Originator
Purchasing &

Refinancing Your Home
NLynch@Web5.com

774.272.0694
Member DIF | Member FDIC

COMMERCIAL
REFRIGERATION EXPERTS

service@acetemp.com
Licensed Commercially for MA and RI

Serving Central Massachusetts  

508-754-9130
1-877-223-8367

www.acetemp.com

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

 DurocherElectric.com
MARC J DUROCHER

Master Electrician Lic. # 22728A

Fully Insured
508-864-1135

Age Well. Live Well.

• Innovative Health
 Care Center
• Restoring Individual
 Independence
• Rehabilitative Therapies & More!

508.753.4791 | 39 Queen St., Worcester


