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� THE NEW YEAR� � � � �

�

Dear Parishioners and friends �

of St Joseph’s Church,�

�

� Another year upon us….2020 indicating 

the 2020

th

 year since the birth of Jesus, the 

Savior of the world.  I find it most significant 

that the world dates time from His birth.  It 

seems that someone is saying that He has had 

a profound effect on human history.�

� Having just celebrated that solemn 

occasion, I thought it might be good to remind 

ourselves of what His coming on earth is 

about and how it affects our lives…  As a 

people of faith we are called to live out that 

faith, hope and love (the three virtues that 

were given to us at our Baptism) in our 

everyday lives.�

� And so it is in the living that our faith is 

demonstrated.  Pope St Paul VI reminds us 

that the Magna Carta of Christian living is 

found in the Gospel of Matthew, chapters 5, 6 

and 7. Beginning with the Beatitudes, Jesus 

goes on to instruct us to love our enemies and 

to be good to those who hurt.  A pretty tall 

order in and everyday world of give and take… 

and returning an “eye for an eye.” �And so, I 

discovered some interesting Rules for 

Everyday life at the Gymnasium at the 

Overlook across the street from us.� There on 

the wall is a telling poster which contains the 

follow:” �

Treat everyone you meet like you want to be 

treated.” …  This is Golden Rule, taken 

directly from St Mathew’s Gospel. Some other 

reflections: “Compliment three persons every 

day; leave everything a little better than you 

found it; think big thoughts and relish small 

pleasures; become the most positive and 

enthusiastic person you know; Be forgiving of 

yourself and others;� stop blaming others and �
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� �       January/February 2020�

�
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�

�

take responsibility for every area of your life.�

� Other thoughts are as profound such 

as: look people in the eye; Carry jumper 

cables; Be first to say hello; return borrowed 

vehicles with a full tank of gas; don’t be afraid 

to say ‘I don’t know’; rekindle old friendships; 

feed a stranger’s expired parking meter; never 

underestimate the power of love; make new 

friends but cherish old ones; don’t expect life 

to be fair; keep secrets; live your life as an 

exclamation not an explanation; send lots of 

Valentines.�

� These and several others caught my 

attention and I wanted to share them because 

they seek to bring out the best in us… and are 

so rooted in Gospel living.�

Other Gospel wisdom comes from some of the 

quotes at self�help meetings, such as AA and 

Al Anon:�

“Keep it Simple” “Mind my own business” 

“It’s not them…” “together we can do it”; “just 

for today”�

� Anything that helps to make us better 

people and the world a better place is certainly 

from the Giver of all Good Gifts…�

� My prayer filled best wishes and prayers 

to you and your loved ones for a Happy and 

Blessed New Year and may I remind us all that 

Love is only possible in an imperfect world 

when we forgive.�

 

 Blessings Galore, Love  

 Fr. Bob 



Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

The Holiday Season brings with it all the joys of  celebration and the weariness of  

the business accompanying it. In these moments, I find solace in these words  

by Fr. Austin Flemming, a selection from his work: Good Morning Good God.  

 

Prepare a way for you, Lord? I’ve got lots of  work to do! Help me prepare a way for 

you into my home, Lord: help me find a place, a room, a corner, a chair where you 

and I can meet each day to pray. Perhaps I’ll put a candle there, with a Bible; maybe 

a statue or a picture; a rosary or a prayer card: something to mark the spot as the 

place I keep to go each day to sit and rest, to take a deep breath, to remember your 

presence and open my heart in prayer.  Help me prepare a way for you on my 

calendar, an “appointment” each day; even just ten minutes for you and me to get 

together, to talk about the day, its ups and downs, and get to know each other just a 

little better than yesterday.  Help me prepare a way for you to enter my thoughts, 

Lord. When I’m trying to figure things out, nudge me to ask for your guidance and 

counsel, your Spirit and your wisdom, when I’m making decisions and choices. Help 

me prepare a way for you, Lord, in my family and among my friends, at work and at 

school, in my parish and in my neighborhood. Help me prepare a way for you to 

come into the hearts of  those around me who are alone. 

Help me prepare a way for you, Lord, in the crazy rush of  Christmas all around me. 

Help me remember it’s your birthday and that you should get some presents—from 

me. Help me remember the poverty of  your nativity: make your way into my wallet 

and spend generously on those whose needs are so much greater than my own.  

Help me remember that of  all the gifts I might receive, none is greater than the 

love you have for me. 

Help me prepare a way for you to enter my life decisively, Lord. In the quiet of  my 

prayer, Lord, help me clear the path you walk into my life, into my soul. In the 

stillness of  my prayer, Lord, help me see you as you make your way towards me, 

and show me that no matter the roadblocks I put up, you’ll find a way to come, to 

enter, and to fill me with your presence. Amen. 

        Fr. Charles Omolo 



BEAUTY OF THE STORM�

��

� I think we all experienced the beauty of nature recently.� The fresh snow came overnight 

and when we looked out in the morning the roads and sidewalks and driveways were all 

covered in snow.� We would begin to push it out of the way so we could get on with our lives 

for there was school and work and appointments to contend with.� One had to be careful of the 

ice when walking or driving.� It was an inconvenience to start off the day with.�

�

� However, as I started off to work something else would come in to view.� If one took the 

time, the scene in front of you was magnificent.� Every branch of each tree was clothed in the 

beauty of fresh, white snow.� Every single branch was covered and was an important part of 

each tree; for you see, the smallest branch to the largest made up the total beauty of each 

tree.� Each filled in its own area and became an important member of the whole scene in front 

of us.� I heard it repeated many times how beautiful and peaceful it looked.� An inconvenience 

became a thing of beauty because of the way it was seen.�

�

� As we begin a New Year are we able to look at our life in the same way?� There are 

many days when we will wake up to the storm pressing in on us.� It may be an illness we have 

to contend with.� It may be the death of a loved one that has changed everything for us.� It may 

be something work related that we are struggling with.� There may be family 

difficulties.� These are the storms we look out on every day � the ones we perhaps try to push 

out of the way so we can get on with our lives.� How then do we look up and see any beauty in 

any of this?�

�

� Just like the trees clothed in their beauty we need to remember there are many parts to 

our lives we need to look at.� There are always family and friends, who sometimes themselves 

do not know how to help but are always there and willing to be a part of things.� There is need 

for quiet time to look out from our own struggles.� The most important thing is a strong faith 

to grab on to � a God we can talk to or even holler at.� Remember, even a storm has some 

beauty somewhere in it, if we take the time to search for it.� �

�

�

�

� � � � Blessings on your New Year!�

� � � � Sister Agnes Patricia�

� � � � Carmelite Sisters of the Eucharist�



TIME 

� As we begin this New Year we need to take time to reflect on the priorities and values in our lives so 

that we use wisely the time that has been given to us.  The old Baltimore Catechism question, “Why did 

God make us?” and the answer, “God made us to know, love and serve Him in this world and to be happy 

with Him in the next”, should set a perspective for us if we include God in our reason for being here.�

�

� We can get caught up in our careers and outside activities and make them the most important 

things in our lives.  Our drive to make it to the top and be recognized for our achievements precludes the 

fact that our God�given talents were a gift to us.  We are to develop them to the best of our abilities and 

help others to do likewise.  Hopefully, the help�others part is not lost nor the fact that God is and should be 

a very real part of our lives.�

�

� How we know, love and serve Him in this world He has left to us.  It 

needn’t be complicated, but we need to take time for daily prayer in our lives 

which will lead us to a greater love for Him.  We will go to Mass on Sunday 

because we want to be there and to receive the Eucharist with true reverence 

and to nourish our soul.�

�

� God must be an important part of our lives for as time slowly ticks away 

we advance closer to our eternal home.  We need to be sure that we have 

prepared well to be happy with Him for ever.�

STEWARDSHIP �

Everything We Have is a Gi� from God�

Advent, the Incarna�on of Love �

�

If we pay close a�en�on to the scriptures we find that God always refers to himself in the 

present tense. God said to Moses on Mt. Sinai, “Tell them, I Am sent you”. On one occasion 

when Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees he said to them, “Before Abraham or Moses was, �

I Am”. Our God is not the God of the past or the future, but rather he is the God who is ever 

present to us. Nothing reveals this truth to us more clearly then the Christmas story when God 

became Emanuel, God with us. As I think of this great truth, it becomes clear the God does not 

speak to us from the far distant past, but rather always in the present, through His crea�on, 

through His eternal work, and through the loving hearts of one another. But most importantly 

through His own Son who promised to be with us always un�l the end of the age. It is through 

the Incarna�on of Christ that God is most clearly revealed to us, and through this revela�on we 

come to understand that our God calls us to be a people uniquely His own. Jesus Christ reveals 

the true nature of God, and that nature is one of total love and sacrificial giving for those he 

loves. We are called to be like Christ and to live out our lives in sacrificial love and service to 

one another. God invites us to be like Him and to live a life of stewardship by the giving of our 

�me, talent and treasure. For it is in the living of our lives in the love and service of others that 

Chris�an love is most perfectly revealed. And they will know that we are Chris�an, for see how 

they love one another!�

Stewardship is the Chris�an Way of Life,�

Many Hands Make the Burden Light.�
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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY�

�

takes place yearly from January 18

th

 � 25

th

.  This year’s theme is�

�

"THEY SHOWED US UNUSUAL KINDNESS”  (Acts 28:2). �

�

�

�

WINTER RECTORY OPEN HOUSE �

January  5

th

 �

after the  8:00 AM and 10:00 AM Mass �

�

ALL ARE WELCOME �

�

�

�

BLESSING OF THE THROATS�

in honor of St. Blaise takes place the weekend of �

February 1

st

 & 2

nd

�

�

�

�

LENT BEGINS�

with Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, February 26

th

�

Mass and Distribution of ashes takes place that day at �

8:30 AM, 4:00 PM and 7:00 PM�

�

STATIONS OF THE CROSS�

take place each Friday night at 7:00 PM during Lent�

�

POPE FRANCIS SUGGESTIONS FOR FASTING!�

�� Fast from hurting words and say kind words�

�� Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude�

�� Fast from anger and be filled with patience�

�� Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope�

�� Fast from worries and trust in God�

�� Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity�

�� Fast from pressures and be prayerful�

�� Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy�

�� Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others�

�� Fast from grudges and be reconciled�

�� Fast from words and be silent so you can listen�

�

Parish Mission ~ March 8

th  

� 12

th

�

Save the Dates�



�

takes place at the 10:00 AM Mass. �

Children ages 3 � 7 are encouraged to a,end.�

�

�

FIRST LIGHTS 

(Grades K � 5)�

Coordinator: Sister Agnes Patricia �

(508�248�7862) sisteragnespatricia@yahoo.com�

�

January 17

th

 … Cancelled Movie Night�

February 1

st

 … 2

nd

 Grade Retreat�

�

NO CLASSES �

February 16

th

, 17

th

, 18

th

 … Vaca6on Week�

February 23

rd

, 24

th

, 25

th

 �

Students to a,end the 10:00 AM Mass on February 23rd instead of classes 

followed by a Mardi Gras Celebra6on in the hall�

�

During February all students are asked to return their banks for the �

“Helping Hands for Emily” project.�

�
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�

Cursillo or "short course in Chris$anity" is an upli%ing and educa$onal 

experience.� Cursillo was brought from Spain to the United States in 

1962.� The weekend is facilitated by a team of laypeople and clergy who 

deliver organized talks and discussions.� What 

the presenters add to the talks is the witness of 

their own lives, their struggles and triumphs in 

Christ.� The weekend is full of laughter, prayer, 

great music, wonderful meals and so much 

more.� Our upcoming dates are: Women’s � May 

28�31, 2020; Men’s � February 6�9, 2020 and September 10�13, 2020. All 

weekends will be held at the Immaculate Concep$on Spiritual Renewal Center in 

Putnam, CT. For addi$onal informa$on, please contact Pam Hamilton at 

774.239.8909�or phamilton1284@gmail.com OR Joan Laracy at 774�239�2474 or 

joanlaracy@yahoo.com.�



Edge News�

Coord inato r :  S and ra  Bu ron �

mrsbedge2018@gmail .com �

508 �248 �7862 �

All of us at EDGE wish all of you a Blessed Christmas �

and a New Year that is filled with the joys and peace of knowing �

Jesus and living a Christ�like life. Merry CHRISTmas!!�

�

We return to class on:�

Tuesday, January 7, 2020�

�

January Classes:�

January 7, 2020�� The Christmas season & Epiphany and a New Year Celebration�

January 14, 2020�� Moral Freedom�

January 21, 2020�� The Art Show: Does God Exist?�

January 28, 2020�� Proof in the Paint: Is it Reasonable to Believe that God Exists? 

� � � � The First� Cause Argument�

�

February Classes:�

February 4, 2020�� Museum: Is it Reasonable to Believe that God Exists?��Design Argument�

February 11, 2020 ��The Artist: Does God Care about ME?�

February 25, 2020�� Lent and Ash Wednesday�

�

THANK YOU � to all of my volunteers who have come together �

to share their talents, knowledge, and love of Christ as we continue to �

lead our children through their journey getting to better know Jesus and their 

Catholic Faith.��

Ginger Blazczyk, Dale Brown, Beverly Dougherty, Mike Falcone, Liam 

Gordon, Zack Hauge, Christine Knowlton, Dennis Lataille, Jeff Normand, 

Karen Norman, Dr. Antoinette Parvis, Robert Steele, Mary Stone, Kate Ulibarri�

You are a blessing to all who know you!�

�

�

�

�

�
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Lifeteen Resumes January 5

th

, 2020�

Spring Semester: �

� 9/10

th 

Sacraments�

Confirma�on Intensive: Purpose�

Sunday Feb 2

nd 

Super Bowl Switch 

Lifeteen will be 10am�Noon�

�� Sign Up’s Happening Now�

� Boston Mission Trip 4/17 to 4/22 �

� � � Cost is $350�

� Steubenville East 7/10 to 7/12�

� Cost is $250�$50 Deposit due at sign�up�

Camp Sunshine 8/12 �8/21 (Must be 18)�

No Cost to a�end �

but must help with Summer Can Drive�

�

Confirma�on�Paperwork is past due �

return ASAP to Parish Main Office ATTN: Sarah�

Upcoming Important Dates�

Confirma�on Retreat 2019�Search. (Bo�om Le5) Thank you to all for your help, dona�ons, 

love, and  prayers. Confirma�on is Thursday, May 14th 2020. You are Loved! �
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Dresser Hill rD, (rte 31), CHarlton, MA 01507
508.248.5566 • charltonfurniture.com

Mon - Fri 10A - 6P | Sat 10A - 5P
Sun Noon - 5P

Complimentary design service available 

St. Joseph’s smiles on our sales!

Diane Dabrowski, Broker/Realtor since 1990
Alliance with ERA Key Realty

31B Main St. Charlton, on the common
508-479-2340 | www.DianeDabrowski.com

Many advanced designations, 
awards and testimonials to assure 
you my professional advice is 
backed by experience and 
commitment to your best interest!

CAMOSSE
MASONRY SUPPLY

23 Trolley Crossing Road, Charlton
508.248.4044

COMPLETE LINES OF CONCRETE
LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS

Clay and Concrete Pavers
Segmental Retaining Walls

Natural Stone, Cobblestone, Slates
Edging, Granite Statuary, and more...

www.camosse.com

Coonan
Insurance Agency

Tom Coonan

“Serving Your Business and Personal Needs.”
Auto    Home    Business    Life

tel 508-987-7122 
267 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540
tom@coonaninsurance.com
www.coonaninsurance.com

Belanger-Bullard
Funeral Home

51 Marcy Street, Southbridge

508-764-3968
Completely Remodeled • Off street parking

GUARANTEED FUNERAL TRUST
William Belanger

www.belangerfuneralhome.com

Slab Sawing • Wall Sawing
Asphalt Sawing • Core Drilling

DiPietro Masonry
Commercial - Residential - Industrial 

• All Types Masonry
• Concrete Cutting

52 Berry Corner Rd., Charlton, MA
(508) 248-4704 • Fax: (508) 248-1480

Fully Insured
MA Lic. #053872 • CT Lic. #551780

CHARLTON MANOR
BEAUTIFUL RETIREMENT HOME

Call Today to Schedule a Tour!
508-248-5136 • 978-314-2290
www.charltonmanorresthome.com

12 Town Farm Road • Charlton, MA 01507

WE  ARE
1/2 THE 

PRICE OF 
ASSISTED 

LIVING

CHARLTON

OPTICAL
EyE GlassEs • EyE Exams

ContaCt lEnsEs

Peter Maly, R.D.O.
508-248-1188

This Space 
is AvailableContact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

Joshua
Somers Realtor

508.612.4852

House To Home Real Estate
joshhousetohome@gmail.com

housetohomerealestatene.com

& More!  Free Delivery!
Open 7 Days 11am-10pm
508-248-2079

9 City Depot Rd., Charlton, MA
www.georges-pizzeria.com

Ann Marie Sorensen
CBR, REALTOR®

508-612-8647 Cell
“For every house is built by someone, but

God is the builder of everything.”  
Hebrews 3:4

304 Washington St., Auburn, MA

AMSorensen@ERAKey.com
www.AnnMarieSorensen.com
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  • Brenda Ryan, Owner/Broker
 • Melissa Hilli
 • Stan Misiaszek
 • Deb & Spiro Thomo
 • Mary Jo Demick
 • Michelle Roy
 • Joan Lacoste
 • Vivian Doros
 • Chad Splaine
 • Michelle Splaine
 • Paula Aversa

201 South Street, Southbridge, MA 01550
508-765-9155

AucoinRyanRealty@verizon.net
AucoinRyanRealty.com 

Se Habla Español

STORAGE SPACE, LLC

www.s to ragespacechar l ton .com
508-248-6461

94 Brookfield Rd., 
Charlton, MA 01507
REASONABLE RATES

Carmelite Sisters 
of the Eucharist

 188 Old Worcester Rd.
 Charlton, MA 
 01507

 (508) 248-2936

O’ MALLEYS
TRUCK & AUTO BODY CORP.
Complete Mechanical Repair

(508) 248-5829

91 #6 Schoolhouse Road, Charlton, MA

508-248-5076
New Homes

Remodeling • Roofing
Site Work • Septic Systems

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Elliott Burlingame
and Sons, Inc

Paying Too Much For Your Insurance?

BAIR INSURANCE AGENCY
58 A.F. Putnam Rd., Charlton, MA

Serving Area Towns Since 1980
508-248-4204

edbair@bairinsurance.com
www.bairinsurance.com

 

Family Owned & Operated since 1900

Serving All Faiths ~ Cremation Services
Elaine J. Sansoucy   |   Bonnie J. Materas

Directors

508-764-2567
40 Marcy Street • Southbridge

sansoucyfuneral.com
 handicapped accessible ~  off street parking

Sansoucy
Funeral Home

866-753-5429

Make Us Your First Choice 
for Your Rehabilitation

 • SHORT TERM REHAB 
 • SKILLED NURSING
 • RESPITE CARE
 • MEMORY CARE

88 Masonic Home Rd.
Charlton, MA

THIS SPACE IS

ROOFING
GUTTERS & REPAIRS

FREE ESTIMATES

(508) 248-6709
CHARLTON, MA

DAVID BARBALE 

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.



St. Joseph’s Church  

10 H. Putnam Ext. 

P. O. Box 338 

Charlton City, MA  01508 
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The Worship of God�

Weekend Masses  

Saturday at 4:30 PM and Sunday at 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 5:00 PM�

Confessions are Saturday at 3:45 PM.�

Confessionals are located in the back of the Church, near the elevator. �

�Ring out the old, �

��

Ring in the new�

�

Ring out the false, �

�

Ring in the true�

�

Ring out sorrow, �

�

pain and care�

�

Ring in happiness �

everywhere.�

��


