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Dear Parishioners and friends  

 of  St. Joseph's Parish, 

   

This time may be appropriate to reflect 

again on Jesus…  who He is… why He 

came and what He taught…  and what He 

promised... 

 

As believers we know that He is the Son 

of  God, the second person of  the Sacred 

Trinity.  He came that we may have LIFE 

and life to great abundance… to do this 

He suffered and died then rose again for 

our sins.  He taught us that He is the Way, 

the Truth and the Life…and he also 

taught us how to live… we find these 

instructions in the gospel of  Matthew… 

chapters 5, 6 and 7. 

 

As we read in this Gospel we will discover 

the Golden Rule:  “Do unto others as you 

would have them to unto you”.  He tells us 

that love is the binding force.  We are 

called upon even to love our enemies.  We 

can think of  a person who does not think 

like we do as an “enemy”… hence it is 

quite possible to have real differences of  

opinion and still have love…  Hatred can 

cement division and hostility, which leads 

to destruction.   

Hence…love unites… love heals… love 

softens hearts… 

 

A wonderful example is given to us in St 

Paul, who hated the followers of  Jesus and 

was determined to destroy them.  We read 

that story in the Acts of  the Apostles 

chapter 9… It is astounding to see that 

marvelous conversion that took place in 

Paul. 

 

Perhaps these words of  his coming from 

his letter to the Romans chapter 9can 

inspire us…especially in these days when 

we experience so much turmoil and 

 

 

 

division… even in the midst of  a 

pandemic.   

 

May we live these sentiments…the theme 

is MUTUAL LOVE: 

 

Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, 

hold on to what is good; 

 

love one 

another with mutual affection; 

anticipate one another in showing 

honor. 

 

Do not grow slack in zeal, be 

fervent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. 

 

Rejoice in hope, endure in 

affliction, persevere in 

prayer. 

 

Contribute to the needs of  the 

holy ones, exercise hospitality.  Bless 

those who persecute [you], bless and 

do not curse them. 

 

Rejoice with those 

who rejoice, weep with those who 

weep. 

 

Have the same regard for one 

another; do not be haughty but 

associate with the lowly; do not be wise 

in your own estimation. 

 

Do not repay 

anyone evil for evil; be concerned for 

what is noble in the sight of  all. 

 

If  

possible, on your part, live at peace 

with all. 

 

Beloved, do not look for 

revenge but leave room for the wrath; 

for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 

will repay, says the Lord.” 

 

Rather, “if  

your enemy is hungry, feed him; if  he is 

thirsty, give him something to drink; 

for by so doing you will heap burning 

coals upon his head.”  

 

Do not be 

conquered by evil but conquer evil  

with good.  

 

Every Grace and Blessing, 

Fr.  Bob 



�

�

Pearl of Great Price �

(Matthew 13:45)��

�

Someone once said that there are two things, which define us: our attitude when we have 

everything and our patience when we have nothing. The many days in lockdown and under 

quarantine has demanded of us a huge attitude adjustment. From all of us, some things were 

taken away, for some of us most things have been taken away and sadly for others life itself 

was lost. As I was reflecting on this somber reality during the Holy Week, I came across the 

uplifting and hopeful message from Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa.�

Fr. Cantalamessa, is a Franciscan priest famously known as the Preacher to the Papal 

Household. He has served in that position for three decades, thus ministering under the 

pontificate of the last three Popes: John Paul, Benedict and Francis. As a tradition Fr. 

Cantalamessa delivers the homily on Good Friday. This year, his words found greater resonance 

as the whole world seemed to be going through several days of the Passion on the Cross. While 

the whole message is worth reading more than once, one passage in particular touched me so 

deeply partly because I was grappling with my own attitude adjustment and running out 

patience in the midst of all the uncertainties.�

“The cross of Christ has changed the meaning of pain and human suffering � of every kind of 

suffering, physical and moral. It is no longer punishment, a curse. It was redeemed at its root 

when the Son of God took it upon himself. What is the surest proof that the drink someone 

offers you is not poisoned? It is if that person drinks from the same cup before you do. This is 

what God has done: on the cross he drank, in front of the whole world, the cup of pain down to 

its dregs. This is how he showed us it is not poisoned, but that there is a pearl at the bottom of 

this chalice.”�

� � � � � � � � � � � ~ Fr. Charles Omolo�

�
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Seminarian Peter Bui 

is assigned to our parish this summer.  �

Peter comes to us from Leicester and just completed �

his Third year of seminary at Theological College �

in Washington, DC.  A graduate of Assumption college, �

Peter will begin his second year of Theology in the Fall.  �

He will be with us for a ten week assignment.��

Peter Bui�

2

nd

 Theology�

Seminarian for Diocese of Worcester�

�

I was told by Fr. Bob that priests by definition are sensitive because they have to respond to a call that is 

not all that audible or tangible. In contrast to St. Peter the Apostle, I cannot say that Jesus appeared and called out 

to me from the shore. Nor was I there with St. Mary Magdalene when He appeared to her and told her to proclaim 

the Good News to His disciples. But like you, I have personally witnessed the hands of Christ acting in my life 

and that has led me to respond to a vocation that is much greater than myself.�

�

In the same way that our society needs 

“essential” workers to keep society functioning, 

I believe that we too need good and holy priests 

to keep our own lives functioning. We all know 

that life can be challenging and that sometimes, 

we fall short of being the best versions of 

ourselves. There are days when we may seek 

comfort over sacrifice, resentment over 

forgiveness, or hatred over love. And if left on 

our own, it would not be long before we 

flounder like St. Peter who failed to keep his 

head above water without the help of Jesus 

(Matt. 14:28�30).�

�

The major expectation that we have of our priests is that they strive to be like Christ. We reasonably hope 

and pray that those who respond to the call to the priesthood strive to fulfill their obligations faithfully and that 

everything that they do is not done out of pride or mere self�fulfillment, but rather, out of a selfless love that is 

entirely One with its True source.�

In seminary, we often hear that we can only give to others what we have. For instance, if my life is devoid 

of joy and love, then I can neither give joy nor love. Or if my life is devoid of Christ, then there is no way that I 

can bring Christ into the lives of others. It is therefore obvious that at the center of any man’s desire to become a 

priest must be Christ. But in order for that to happen, I myself first needed to answer the question that Jesus once 

asked his disciples, “Who do you say that I am” (Luke 9:20)?��

In light of the Gospel message, I have found numerous answers to this question, but I want to share with 

you one of these answers. In John’s Gospel, Jesus says to His disciples, “I came that [you] may have life and have 

it more abundantly” (see John 10:10). Like Jesus, the role of the priest is to cultivate a culture of life, in imitation 

of Christ, that gracefully stands in solidarity, accompaniment, and love with a people that is presently living in a 

world that is broken. Thus, a priest should not be out to seek his own good, but the good of those who have been 

entrusted to him.�

I entered seminary nearly three years ago with the intention of giving my life over to Christ and His 

Church. And while my intention remains the same, Our Lord continues to reveal to me just what that will entail. 

Ironically, as I journey deeper into my discernment of the priesthood, I realize that the call had never been about 

me in the first place, but rather, that all is done for, with, and by God for the sake of others.�

�

Ma�. 14:28�30�



FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION  

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Saturday , August 15

th

  

not a Holy Day of Obligation this year  

  

  

Prayer In Honor of  the Assumption 

  

 O Immaculate Virgin, Mother of God and Mother of men. 

We believe with all the fervor of our faith in your triumphal Assumption, both in body and 

soul, into heaven, where you are acclaimed as Queen by all the choirs of angels and all the 

legions of saints; and we unite with them to praise and bless the Lord who has exalted you 

above all other pure creatures, and to offer you the tribute of our devotion and our love. 

 We know that your gaze, which on earth watched over the humble and suffering hu-

manity of Jesus, is filled in heaven with the vision of that Humanity glorified, and with the 

vision of Uncreated Wisdom; and that the joy of your soul in the direct contemplation of 

the adorable Trinity causes your heart to throb with overwhelming tenderness. 

 And we who call upon you as our Mother, like John, take you as the guide, strength, and consolation of our 

mortal life on Earth. 

 We believe, that in the glory where you reign, clothed with the sun and crowned with the stars, you are, af-

ter Jesus, the joy and gladness of all the angels and of all the saints. 

And from this earth, over which we tread as pilgrims, comforted by our faith in the future resurrection, we look to 

you, our life, our sweetness, and our hope; draw us onward with the sweetness of your voice, that one day, after our 

exile, you may show us Jesus, the blessed Fruit of your womb, O clement, O loving,  

O sweet Virgin Mary.��

The TWELVE STEPS and CATHOLIC SPIRITUALITY �

1.� We admi
ed that we were powerless over our addic�ons�that our lives 

have become unmanageable.  The key to this step is that we must surrender 

or “let go and let God”.�

2.� Came to believe that a Power greater then ourselves could restore us to 

sanity�This involves a decision to take a posi�on on something without 

clear proof.�

3.� Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God�This 

involves the spirituality of “Thy Will Be Done”.�

4.� Made a searching fearless moral inventory of ourselves�Being honest with 

ourselves.�

5.� Admi
ed to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs�This means to 

be open and sharing.�

6.� We were en�rely ready to have God remove all these defects of character�We can dispose ourselves to 

receive God’s Grace.�

7.� Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings�To be humble is to be grounded, that is to have our feet 

on the ground.�

8.� We made a list of all persons we had harmed and became willing to make amends to them�This is, in 

catholic spirituality, the summons to do penance.�

9.� Made direct amends to such people wherever possible, except when to do so would injure them or others�

This involves prudence as a part of common sense.  �

10.�We con�nued to take personal inventory, and when we were wrong promptly admi
ed it�This involves an 

awareness of our human vulnerability and frailty.�

11.�We sought through prayer and medita�on to improve our conscious contact with God, praying for 

knowledge of His will for us and the power to carry it out�Our prayer involves Adora�on, Thanksgiving, 

Request for Forgiveness and Pe��on.�

12.� Having had a spiritual awakening as a result of these steps we try to carry this message out and to prac�ce 

these principals and affairs. �
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�

Children ages 3 � 7�

�

is postponed till further notice�

��

�

�

FIRST LIGHTS 

(Grades K � 5)�

Coordinator: Sister Agnes Patricia �

(508�248�7862) sisteragnespatricia@yahoo.com�

��

�

We are in the process of trying to decide how to move forward in these 

challenging times.  It is still difficult at this time to make definite 

decisions on 1

st

 Penance and 1

st 

Communion and even classes in the 

Fall because of the uncertainty of regulations.  �

As of this printing, First Lights will hopefully have sent out a short 

survey for parents of 1

st

 Lights’ children to complete.  �

Your cooperation is appreciated.  �

�

Please feel free to contact Sister Agnes �

at the above phone number or email address at anytime��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

.�

�

Due to COVID-19 and the many social distancing restrictions  

VBS 2020 has  been canceled.   

But stay tuned for 2021 when Rocky Railway resumes its schedule  

and pulls into the train station at St. Joseph Parish  Charlton  

for a faith-filled week of  fun and adventure!  



�

Sandy Buron�

EDGE Coordinator�

Middle School Religious ED & Youth Ministry�

508�248�7862�

mrsbEdge2018@charter.net�

�

EDGE has certainly ended very differently than years past, �

like so many activities in our lives, this year� �

the year of the pandemic/ COVID19.�

�

But with its ending in person so abruptly we have been given the opportunity 

and grace to seek out alternative ways to keep in touch, to keep the faith and 

continue to learn more about Jesus and how we can be more Christ�like 

even in the midst of quarantines and social distancing. �

�

We ended our year with many weekly Sunday evening meetings using our 

Internet and joining thousands of youth across the country through 

ProjectYM. Each Sunday was filled with fun, worship music and Catholic 

speakers. Many small groups met weekly via Zoom meetings and others 

reached out via a group email or a group text, and we even conducted 

weekly goodie bag deliveries to each EDGE home so that our youth would 

be reminded that they were missed and loved!�

�

We missed our usual end of year party and 8

th 

grade moving up ceremony 

and party, but we were honored to be able to offer a church drive through 

and pick up to the 8

th

 graders receiving their EDGE Certificate of Completion 

and gifts.�

�

Thank you to all of my EDGE small group leaders and helpers� you are 

amazing! I could not have done all of this without each and everyone of you.�

�

Have a safe and fun summer! �

I will be in touch as we know more regarding our Fall 2020 program.�

�

God Bless� Peace & prayers ~�

Sandra Buron�



Caleb (George) Adams �

Michael (Albert) Alicea �

Samuel (Francis) Bailen �

Jacob (Patrick) Benoit �

Abigail (Marie) Boria �

Natalie (Francis) Bou�e
e �

Jennifer (Dymphna) Brewer �

Molly (Dymphna) Brodeur �

Sean (Francis) Burchsted �

Megan (Marianne Cope) Burde
 �

Rahni (Valen�ne) Bussiere �

Brianna (Roch) Canty �

Kayla (Anthony) Canty �

Courtney (Catherine) Cristo �

Alexandra (Phoebe) Delano �

Fiona (Ann) Doiron �

Helena (Helena) Duke �

Christopher (Christopher) Ellio
 �

Shannon (Joan) Flynn�Richards �

Meagan (Mary) Frede
e �

Ma
hew (Ma
hew) Gard �

Michael (Thomas) Gard �

Sarah (Peter) Gosselin �

Mary (Lucy) Graff �

Gabriel (Francis) Guer�n �

Ryan (Patrick) Hennessey �

Colin (Sebas�an) Humphries �

Colby (Sabas�an) Jacobs �

Jenna (Gianna Molla) Johnson �

Christopher (Hubert) Kus�gian �

Seth (Peter) Lawendowski �

Chase (William) McKenney �

Michael (John) Mullaly �

Joshua (Patrick) Natale �

Eric (Joseph) O’Loughlin �

Madison (Anne) Paulhus �

Alexander (John) Pelic �

Jordyn (Anne) Szre
er �

Karyssa (Teresa) Thompson �

Damian (Barnabas) Wielgorecki �

Makenzie (Katherine) Woods �

LifeTeen Core: Deacon Bill Shea (Director), Sarah Stone (Youth Minister), �

Steve McGrath, Catherine Doyle, Toni Frede
e, Colleen Lombardi, Tina Anderson, John Goss, Arianna Goss, Lisa 

Diezel, Grace Bou�e
e, Kendall Mullen, Lindsay Albright, Mark Alarie, Pauline Cerone, Ma
 Seaman, Josh 

Dougherty, Kristy D’Arcangelo, Cheryl LaHair, Tom Montville, Andrew Lafaille, Julia Antocci Tom Lombardi �

�

Confirma�on Saint Joseph’s Parish �

Thursday June, 18

th

 2020 �

We salute these young people of our parish who received the �

fullness of the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of Confirmation this June. �

Our prayers are with them! ��
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Dresser Hill rD, (rte 31), CHarlton, MA 01507
508.248.5566 • charltonfurniture.com

Mon - Fri 10A - 6P | Sat 10A - 5P
Sun Noon - 5P

Complimentary design service available 

St. Joseph’s smiles on our sales!

Diane Dabrowski, Broker/Realtor since 1990
Alliance with ERA Key Realty

31B Main St. Charlton, on the common
508-479-2340 | www.DianeDabrowski.com

Many advanced designations, 
awards and testimonials to assure 
you my professional advice is 
backed by experience and 
commitment to your best interest!

CAMOSSE
MASONRY SUPPLY

23 Trolley Crossing Road, Charlton
508.248.4044

COMPLETE LINES OF CONCRETE
LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS

Clay and Concrete Pavers
Segmental Retaining Walls

Natural Stone, Cobblestone, Slates
Edging, Granite Statuary, and more...

www.camosse.com

Coonan
Insurance Agency

Tom Coonan

“Serving Your Business and Personal Needs.”
Auto    Home    Business    Life

tel 508-987-7122 
267 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540
tom@coonaninsurance.com
www.coonaninsurance.com

Slab Sawing • Wall Sawing
Asphalt Sawing • Core Drilling

DiPietro Masonry
Commercial - Residential - Industrial 

• All Types Masonry
• Concrete Cutting

52 Berry Corner Rd., Charlton, MA
(508) 248-4704 • Fax: (508) 248-1480

Fully Insured
MA Lic. #053872 • CT Lic. #551780

CHARLTON

OPTICAL
EyE GlassEs • EyE Exams

ContaCt lEnsEs

Peter Maly, R.D.O.
508-248-1188

This Space 
is AvailableContact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

Joshua
Somers Realtor

508.612.4852

Turning Houses into Homes
House To Home Real Estate

joshhousetohome@gmail.com
housetohomerealestatene.com

& More!  Free Delivery!
Open 7 Days 11am-10pm
508-248-2079

9 City Depot Rd., Charlton, MA
www.georges-pizzeria.com

Ann Marie Sorensen
CBR, REALTOR®

508-612-8647 Cell
“For every house is built by someone, but

God is the builder of everything.”  
Hebrews 3:4

304 Washington St., Auburn, MA

AMSorensen@ERAKey.com
www.AnnMarieSorensen.com

Jeff D. Helgerson
EXCAVATING & SEPTIC

YOUR SEPTIC SERVICE, EXCAVATION
& WASTE PUMPING EXPERTS

Storm Water Mgmt • Grease Traps • Title 5 Work
Foundations • Grading • Installation • Maintenance

& Septic System Repairs
Call for an Estimate or Appointment

508-248-7242
www.helgersonexcavating.com

CHARLTON MANOR
BEAUTIFUL RETIREMENT HOME

Call Today to Schedule a Tour!
508-248-5136 • 978-314-2290
www.charltonmanorresthome.com

12 Town Farm Road • Charlton, MA 01507

WE  ARE
1/2 THE 

PRICE OF 
ASSISTED 

LIVING
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  • Brenda Ryan, Owner/Broker
 • Melissa Hilli
 • Stan Misiaszek
 • Deb & Spiro Thomo
 • Mary Jo Demick
 • Michelle Roy
 • Joan Lacoste
 • Vivian Doros
 • Chad Splaine
 • Michelle Splaine
 • Paula Aversa

201 South Street, Southbridge, MA 01550
508-765-9155

AucoinRyanRealty@verizon.net
AucoinRyanRealty.com 

Se Habla Español

STORAGE SPACE, LLC

www.s to ragespacechar l ton .com
508-248-6461

94 Brookfield Rd., 
Charlton, MA 01507
REASONABLE RATES

Carmelite Sisters 
of the Eucharist

 188 Old Worcester Rd.
 Charlton, MA 
 01507

 (508) 248-2936

O’ MALLEYS
TRUCK & AUTO BODY CORP.
Complete Mechanical Repair

(508) 248-5829

91 #6 Schoolhouse Road, Charlton, MA

508-248-5076
New Homes

Remodeling • Roofing
Site Work • Septic Systems

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Elliott Burlingame
and Sons, Inc

Paying Too Much For Your Insurance?

BAIR INSURANCE AGENCY
58 A.F. Putnam Rd., Charlton, MA

Serving Area Towns Since 1980
508-248-4204

edbair@bairinsurance.com
www.bairinsurance.com

 

Family Owned & Operated since 1900

Serving All Faiths ~ Cremation Services
Elaine J. Sansoucy   |   Bonnie J. Materas

Directors

508-764-2567
40 Marcy Street • Southbridge

sansoucyfuneral.com
 handicapped accessible ~  off street parking

Sansoucy
Funeral Home

866-753-5429

Make Us Your First Choice 
for Your Rehabilitation

 • SHORT TERM REHAB 
 • SKILLED NURSING
 • RESPITE CARE
 • MEMORY CARE

88 Masonic Home Rd.
Charlton, MA

ROOFING
GUTTERS & REPAIRS

FREE ESTIMATES

(508) 248-6709
CHARLTON, MA

DAVID BARBALE 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Trimming • Dead Wood • Emergency Storm Service 
Hazardous Tree Service • Asian Longhorn Beetle Compliant

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED YEAR ROUND
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

508-868-0673 • www.jbonintreeservice.com

10% OFF
For Seniors, Veterans  
& First Responders



St. Joseph’s Church  

10 H. Putnam Ext. 

P. O. Box 338 

Charlton City, MA  01508 
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Weekend Mass is celebrated �

Saturday at 4:30 PM and Sunday at 10:00 AM�

Mass can be heard from your car in the parking lot by Tuning in to 89.5FM� �

OR�follow Mass via a Live Stream from our�website�or our Facebook page.��

�

Weekday Mass is Celebrated �

Tuesday and Thursday at 8:30 AM�

�

� Church capacity is limited to 275 parishioners. ��

� � Once that number is exceeded you can return to your vehicle and listen on 89.5FM.�

� �        � � A mask or appropriate face covering, must be worn at all %mes.�

� � � � Keep a 6 foot social distance from others�at all %mes�unless members of the same family.�

�

An important reminder from the Bishop:��

Because older adults and those with underlying health conditions continue to be advised �

to avoid public assemblies, the suspension of the obligation�to attend Mass on Sundays �

will remain in force until Dec. 31, 2020.�


