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YEAR OF ST.  JOSEPH �

Pope Francis announced �

a Year of St. Joseph in honor of 

the 150

th

 anniversary of the 

Saint’s proclamation as patron 

of the Universal Church. �

The year begins�Dec. 8, 2020, 

and concludes on Dec. 8, 2021, 

according to a decree authorized 

by the pope. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH�

�

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,�

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.�

To you God entrusted his only Son;�

in you Mary placed her trust;�

with you Christ became man.�

Blessed Joseph, to us too,�

show yourself a father�

and guide us in the path of life.�

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,�

and defend us from every evil.� Amen.�



Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Joseph�

�

Jesus, Mary and Joseph = The Holy Family.  May they 

guide and inspire and encourage us during the New Year.�

�

JESUS… �

While reflecting in the Church late one evening several 

weeks ago, I was struck by the thought that Jesus is alive!  

It came to me as an inspiration.  My response was to 

indicate that yes Lord, you are indeed alive!  What is the 

message that I’m to take from this?  It hit me then, to 

return the San Damiano Cross over the altar as it was in 

our old Church.  Upon further exploration I was reminded 

that for the first 1500 years of Christianity, the people 

always honored and revered the Cross of Christ as the 

portal to Life.  Either the body of Jesus was not present on 

the Cross, or if He were on it, He was presented as living (as 

He is in the Cross above the Altar); and there would 

regularly be a message manifested � ”I am alive”, “I Love 

You,” “I have overcome death,” “your sins are forgiven,” 

“rebuild my Church”; “you will live forever”.�

�

When we receive Holy Communion we receive the living 

Christ of Easter, who conquered sin and death and gives us 

a pledge of future eternal glory, while nourishing us with 

His presence within us, inspiring us to lead Godly lives.  The prominence of the dying or departed 

Jesus came about as the result of the plagues at various times in the middle ages.  The Church 

addressed the needs of Her people by bringing to mind the fact that Jesus also suffered and died.  

Hence, there was a more direct identification with His suffering and death.  That tradition has 

perdured to this day.  But we know that Jesus is not dead.  And perhaps now more than ever, we 

need to know the glory of Jesus alive, to give us renewed hope and healing and to lovingly sustain 

us on our life’s journey.  And so, the current re�placement of the Cross of St. Francis above our 

altar helps to remind us of His living presence.�

�

MARY…  �

Mother of Jesus and Mother of us: the Church; comes among us throughout our history to remind 

us that God loves, that we should live Godly lives, and that Jesus does forgive us as we repent.  We 

need but think of LaSalette, Lourdes, Fatima, Guadalupe and Medjugorje, and what her messages 

have been, to be constantly assured of God’s love.�

�

JOSEPH…  �

Father of Jesus and Patron of the Universal Church.  Note on the cover in this issue that Pope 

Francis has proclaimed 2021 as the year of St. Joseph.  Just as he protected the Holy Family and 

guides our Church, so may we be reminded of his protection and intercession.  Throughout the 

coming year, as this terrible pandemic begins to subside, there will be added prayer and programs 

to honor Joseph and to highlight his presence.�

�

A Blessed and Happy 2021 with deep abiding prayer for a quick elimination of this corona virus.�

�

Peace, Love and Joy�

Fr Bob�



A DIFFERENT �

THANKSGIVING�

�

Thanksgiving Holiday in 2020 was most definitely differ-

ent for most people across the country. Now, we stand at 

the threshold of yet another year. Even as we strive to 

turn a new page, hindsight will always be 2020.�

�

 In times such as these, it is probably hard to come up 

with a list of things to be thankful for.  As I was scratch-

ing the �

bottom of the barrel to come up with a list of my own, 

weeks before Thanksgiving, I came across a prayer 

from�  The Christophers�that helped me to put all things 

in perspective:���

�

“Lord, I thank you for waking me up this morn-

ing, ��

for the air that I breathe, for the sun that warms 

me, �

for the water that quenches my thirst, for your �

words of inspiration, for the beauty of music that �

helps to uplift my soul (…). �

�

I thank you for all the people who cross my path:�

to lend a helping hand, to share a random smile, �

to inspire me by example, or to challenge me to 

grow.�

�

But most of all, thank you Lord for your wondrous �

power that feeds my soul.�

�

Help me to count all my blessings from You each 

day and every day.� � � �

� � � � � Amen.”� 

 

     Fr. Charles Omolo 



LIFE �

�

�����As a new year begins we cannot help but think of the old year that 

has just passed.��It was memorable in many ways but we all know we 

must continue on the best we can.��If nothing else, we have come to 

know how precious life is.�

�����The breath of life is breathed into our soul at conception and while 

the body of this new person is developing God is already there as 

well.��Just think of what a marvelous event is taking place as heaven 

and earth work together once again.��Each person is precious in the 

eyes of God and we need to join in His vision of the importance of 

each soul.�

�����This does not mean that life is always easy or goes the way we 

want it to go.��In thinking about it, if everything went smoothly with 

no bumps in the road, we would already be in paradise.��I know that 

is easier said then done especially when sickness enters the picture 

or we see suffering due to storms, etc., to large numbers of 

people.��In the situation we find ourselves in things can change from 

one day to the next.��It is at such times we remember how important 

life is.�

�����One definition of life I have seen is “the period between birth and 

death”.��None of us know how long that period will be but our life will 

be what we make of it.��It is not the number of years that is important 

but the living and loving we can squeeze in to that period of time that 

is ours.��We need to realize that everyone is here for a purpose.��They 

are here to do something no one else can do no matter how small 

that may seem.��Every person is a part of the overall puzzle.�

�����In this New Year then we must learn how to love and help one 

another.��We are reminded to “love one another as I have loved 

you”.��It may be a tall task to complete, but we are given a lifetime to 

try as all of this will help us toward our eternal life.��May the New 

Year, even with its trials, strengthen all of you in your quest to live 

life to its fullest.�

����������������������������������������������Stay Safe and God Bless�

���������������������������������������������Sister Agnes Patricia,  �

���������������������������������������������Carmelite Sisters of the Eucharist�



��

BLESSING OF THE THROATS�

in honor of St. Blaise �

takes place the weekend of February 6

th

 & 7

th

 �

��

��

��

�

Our scheduling of services for lent will be predicated on the 

appearance or disappearance of the Corona Virus�

�

� We are tentatively planning the following:�

�

� LENT BEGINS with Ash Wednesday on �

Wednesday, February 17

th

�

Mass and Distribution of ashes takes place at �

8:30 AM, 4:00 PM and 7:00 PM�

�

STATIONS OF THE CROSS�

take place each Friday night at 7:00 PM during Lent�

�

�

�

BAPT I SMAL  PREPARAT ION  SESS IONS  2021 �

take place on Saturday evenings after the 4:30 Mass on�

� Jan 9�� Feb 20� � March 27� � May 1� � June 12�

� July 17� Aug 21� � Oct 2�� � Nov 13� � �

��

To schedule a Baptism please contact Theresa at 508�248�7862.�



�

�

Adve n t ,  t h e  I n c a r n a t i o n  o f  L o v e �

 

� If we pay close aen�on to the scriptures we find that God always refers to 

himself in the present tense. God said to Moses on Mt. Sinai, “Tell them, I Am sent 

you.” On another occasion when Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees he said to 

them, “Before Abraham or Moses was, I Am.” Our God is not the God of the past 

or of the future, but rather he is the God who is ever present to us. Nothing reveals 

this truth to us more clearly then the Christmas story when God became Emanuel, 

God with us. �

� As I think of this great truth, it becomes clear that God does not speak to us 

from the far distant past, but rather always in the present, through His crea�on, 

through His eternal work, and through the loving hearts of one another.�

� God speaks to us in various ways, but most importantly he speaks to us 

through His own Son who promised to be with us always un�l the end of the age. �

� It is through the incarna�on of Christ that God is most clearly revealed to us, 

and through this revela�on we come to understand that our God calls us to be a 

people uniquely his own. Jesus Christ reveals the true nature of God, and that 

nature is one of total love and sacrificial giving for those he loves. �

� We all enter the world as pilgrims, with an innate desire and longing for God; 

and through our earthly struggles comes that awful piercing sword of love, which 

caused our hearts to ache. That silent but deafening cry of God, whispering and 

screaming in the depths of our soul; give to me your conscious self, your heart, your 

life and your love. The eternal cry of God has always been to submit to Him, who is 

the greatest of all lovers, the lover of our souls. �

� When we submit to the love of Christ, His nature becomes our nature.�

And so, through His undying love, we too, are called upon to be Christ�like in our 

lives. This call is to live in sacrificial love and service to one another; to be like him 

and to live out our lives as Chris�an Stewards freely giving of our Time, Talent and 

Treasure. �

� For it is in the living of our lives in the love and service of others that Chris�an 

love is most perfectly revealed. �

�

“And they will know that they are Chris�an, for see how they love one another.”�

Merry Christmas �

Deacon Steve �



�

Children’s Liturgy  

�

is postponed �

till further notice�

�

�

F irst  L ights  

(Grades K � 5)�

Coordinator: Sister Agnes Patricia �

(508�248�7862) sisteragnespatricia@yahoo.com�

The next set of packets will be available in January�

Your teacher will call or email when ready�

��

�

�

�

�

�

CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE �

�

If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn.�

If children live with hostility, they learn to fight.�

If children live with fear, they learn to be apprehensive.�

If children live with pity, they learn to feel sorry for themselves.�

If children live with ridicule, they learn to feel shy.�

If children live with jealousy, they learn to feel envy.�

If children live with shame, they learn to feel guilty.�

If children live with tolerance, they learn patience.�

If children live with praise, they learn appreciation.�

If children live with acceptance, they learn to love.�

If children live with approval, they learn to like themselves.�

If children live with recognition, they learn it is good to have a goal.�

If children live with sharing, they learn generosity.�

If children live with honesty, they learn truthfulness.�

If children live with fairness, they learn justice.�

If children live with kindness and consideration, they learn respect.�

If children live with security, �

they learn to have faith in themselves and in those about them.�

If children live with friendliness, �

they learn the world is a nice place in which to live.�

If children live with acceptance and friendship, �

they learn to find Love in the world.�



Sandy Buron. Coordinator�

Middle School �

Religious ED & Youth Ministry�

508�248�7862�

mrsbEdge2018@charter.net�

�

EDGE Winter Schedule 2021�

EDGE Leaders:�

8

th

 Grade: � Christine Knowlton, Mike Falcone�

7

th

 Grade:�� Dr. Antoinette Parvis�

6

th

 Grade: � Dennis Lataille��

�

Zoom Meetings each week at 6:30�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Each week students will complete the assigned reading and the 

activities within the chapters stated. During the weekly Zoom meeting, 

the assigned Chapters will then be discussed and highlighted.�

February ’s  Focus is  on … �

“What it Means to be Catholic”�

�

February 2, 2021: Chapters 19 & 20�

Caring for the Whole Human Family�

Seeking God’s Life and Love as the 

Church�

�

February 9, 2021: Chapters 21 & 22�

Living as the Body of Christ�

Witnessing to Our Body of Christ�

�

February 16, 2021: Lent�

Prayer • Fasting • Almsgiving�

�

February 23, 2021: No Class�

January ’s  focus is  on… �

�“How our Church’s Heritage �

can give us HOPE”�

�

January 5, 2021: Chapters 13 &14�

Keeping Faith in a Changing World�

Depending on God in Times of Fear�

�

January 12, 2021: Chapters 15 & 16�

Teaching Others About Christ�

Renewing Our Relationship with 

Christ�

�

January 19, 2021: Chapters 17 & 18�

Showing Concerns for Future �

Generations�

Transforming the World Through 

Faith�

�

January 26, 2021: Review Unit 3��

Complete Unit 3 Assessment for 

2/2/2021�



����������	
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��

Follow Us�

Contact Us �
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Dresser Hill rD, (rte 31), CHarlton, MA 01507
508.248.5566 • charltonfurniture.com

Mon - Fri 10A - 6P | Sat 10A - 5P
Sun Noon - 5P

Complimentary design service available 

St. Joseph’s smiles on our sales!

Diane Dabrowski, Broker/Realtor since 1990
Alliance with ERA Key Realty

31B Main St. Charlton, on the common
508-479-2340 | www.DianeDabrowski.com

Many advanced designations, 
awards and testimonials to assure 
you my professional advice is 
backed by experience and 
commitment to your best interest!

CAMOSSE
MASONRY SUPPLY

23 Trolley Crossing Road, Charlton
508.248.4044

COMPLETE LINES OF CONCRETE
LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS

Clay and Concrete Pavers
Segmental Retaining Walls

Natural Stone, Cobblestone, Slates
Edging, Granite Statuary, and more...

www.camosse.com

Coonan
Insurance Agency

Tom Coonan

“Serving Your Business and Personal Needs.”
Auto    Home    Business    Life

tel 508-987-7122 
267 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540
tom@coonaninsurance.com
www.coonaninsurance.com

Slab Sawing • Wall Sawing
Asphalt Sawing • Core Drilling

DiPietro Masonry
Commercial - Residential - Industrial 

• All Types Masonry
• Concrete Cutting

52 Berry Corner Rd., Charlton, MA
(508) 248-4704 • Fax: (508) 248-1480

Fully Insured
MA Lic. #053872 • CT Lic. #551780

CHARLTON

OPTICAL
EyE GlassEs • EyE Exams

ContaCt lEnsEs

Peter Maly, R.D.O.
508-248-1188

This Space 
is AvailableContact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

Joshua
Somers Realtor

508.612.4852

Turning Houses into Homes
House To Home Real Estate

joshhousetohome@gmail.com
housetohomerealestatene.com

& More!  Free Delivery!
Open 7 Days 11am-10pm
508-248-2079

9 City Depot Rd., Charlton, MA
www.georges-pizzeria.com

Ann Marie Sorensen
CBR, REALTOR®

508-612-8647 Cell
“For every house is built by someone, but

God is the builder of everything.”  
Hebrews 3:4

304 Washington St., Auburn, MA

AMSorensen@ERAKey.com
www.AnnMarieSorensen.com

Jeff D. Helgerson
EXCAVATING & SEPTIC

YOUR SEPTIC SERVICE, EXCAVATION
& WASTE PUMPING EXPERTS

Storm Water Mgmt • Grease Traps • Title 5 Work
Foundations • Grading • Installation • Maintenance

& Septic System Repairs
Call for an Estimate or Appointment

508-248-7242
www.helgersonexcavating.com

CHARLTON MANOR
BEAUTIFUL RETIREMENT HOME

Call Today to Schedule a Tour!
508-248-5136 • 978-314-2290
www.charltonmanorresthome.com

12 Town Farm Road • Charlton, MA 01507

WE  ARE
1/2 THE 

PRICE OF 
ASSISTED 

LIVING
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  • Brenda Ryan, Owner/Broker
 • Melissa Hilli
 • Deb & Spiro Thomo
 • Mary Jo Demick
 • Michelle Roy
 • Joan Lacoste
 • Vivian Doros
 • Chad Splaine
 • Michelle Splaine
 • Paula Aversa
 • Ron Cooper

201 South Street, Southbridge, MA 01550
508-765-9155

AucoinRyanRealty@verizon.net
AucoinRyanRealty.com 

Se Habla Español

STORAGE SPACE, LLC

www.s to ragespacechar l ton .com
508-248-6461

94 Brookfield Rd., 
Charlton, MA 01507
REASONABLE RATES

Carmelite Sisters 
of the Eucharist

 188 Old Worcester Rd.
 Charlton, MA 
 01507

 (508) 248-2936

O’ MALLEYS
TRUCK & AUTO BODY CORP.
Complete Mechanical Repair

(508) 248-5829

91 #6 Schoolhouse Road, Charlton, MA

508-248-5076
New Homes

Remodeling • Roofing
Site Work • Septic Systems

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Elliott Burlingame
and Sons, Inc

Paying Too Much For Your Insurance?

BAIR INSURANCE AGENCY
58 A.F. Putnam Rd., Charlton, MA

Serving Area Towns Since 1980
508-248-4204

edbair@bairinsurance.com
www.bairinsurance.com

 

Family Owned & Operated since 1900

Serving All Faiths ~ Cremation Services
Elaine J. Sansoucy   |   Bonnie J. Materas

Directors

508-764-2567
40 Marcy Street • Southbridge

sansoucyfuneral.com
 handicapped accessible ~  off street parking

Sansoucy
Funeral Home

866-753-5429

Make Us Your First Choice 
for Your Rehabilitation

 • SHORT TERM REHAB 
 • SKILLED NURSING
 • RESPITE CARE
 • MEMORY CARE

88 Masonic Home Rd.
Charlton, MA

ROOFING
GUTTERS & REPAIRS

FREE ESTIMATES

(508) 248-6709
CHARLTON, MA

DAVID BARBALE 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Trimming • Dead Wood • Emergency Storm Service 
Hazardous Tree Service • Asian Longhorn Beetle Compliant

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED YEAR ROUND
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

508-868-0673 • www.jbonintreeservice.com

10% OFF
For Seniors, Veterans  
& First Responders

Signature 
 TOUCH SPA

Gift cards 
Available!

 Located in the Reeder Lodges
 369 Main Street 
 Sturbridge MA 
 508-347-0371 Spa
Hair Care • Nail care • Skin care 
Massage • Body Treatments 
Brow Lash Tinting • Lash Lifting & More!
www.signaturetouchspa.com

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.
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WEEKEND  MASS  I S  CE LEBRATED  �

Saturday at 4:30 PM and Sunday at 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM �

Mass can be heard from your car in the parking lot by Tuning in to 89.5FM� �

OR follow Mass via a Live Stream from our website or our Facebook page.��

�

WEEKDAY  MASS  I S  CE LEBRATED  �

Tuesday and Thursday at 8:30 AM �

Dear Lord, �

As a new year begins, I look to You for our 

hope, joy and peace. Give me the courage to do 

all that You ask of me. Please also make me 

brave to not do what isn’t from You. Show me 

how to walk in grace and embrace Your love for 

me even more.   In Jesus' Name,  Amen. �


