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In The Pines� � � � � March  &  April  2021�
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�FOR EVEN THE SON OF MAN DID NOT COME TO BE SERVED, �

BUT TO SERVE, AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE FOR RANSOM FOR MANY.  MARK 10:45�

��

"If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another’s feet.  For I have given you an example, that you should do 

as I have done to you.  Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater 

than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.  If you 

know these things, blessed are you if you do them."��



BE THE FACE OF CHRIST�

We hope for your kind consideration of a gift to the��

2021 Partners  in Chari ty  Appeal .  �

This appeal supports all our essential diocesan charities and our campaign has been 

essential to the works of the Diocese since 1960.�Hopefully, you will consider 

making a gift from your generosity and spirit of sacrifice. �

Our parish goal here in Charlton is $77,500.00 as it was last year. Because of your generosity last year we raised 

$87,760.00 from 236 parishioners. So far in 2021 we have raised $23,539.00 from forty�six parishioners. To reach 

our new 2021 goal we will need to raise $53,961.00  in the coming weeks! �

Most of our most faithful parishioners have not been able to return to Mass so a USPS letter has been sent to 

everyone. �And we need the help of all parishioners more than ever to meet our diocesan needs. Many of us have witnessed 

all that is accomplished through�Partners in Charity. Tens of thousands of people are the beneficiaries of our charitable 

giving (33,000 from Catholic Charities alone this past year!). ��
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In Pew offerings received March 20

th

 & 21

st

 and March 27

th

 & 28

th

.�

�

We Thank Dan and Diane Cetin for again facilitating this appeal this year! �

Dear Parishioners and Friends, �

�

� Lent is upon us once again and the 

traditional disciplines of lent are meant to more 

closely unite us with Jesus Our Savior as we 

journey with him to the Resurrection.  It is 

important to keep in mind that the purpose of 

the Lenten disciplines is to bring us into closer 

union with God in love… Here are some tips 

that may assist: CARRY SOMEONE'S 

CROSS… as Simon of Cyrene did for Jesus, and 

so help a neighbor or family member with a 

problem they are struggling with.  FAST FROM 

FEAR: Whenever fear comes upon us replace it 

with a prayer of TRUST and CONFIDENCE in 

God.� BE A SECRET SAMARITAN: Do 

something kind for a member of your family 

without letting anyone know.� FAST FROM 

VIOLENCE: put aside harsh words and actions 

today and treat everyone you meet with 

kindness and patience. BLESS YOUR 

CHILDREN. ASK FOR YOUR CHILD'S 

(CHILDREN'S) BLESSING:  begin or end your 

day by asking for your children's blessing!!!  

LOOK FOR THE GOOD: in your life, in your 

family, co�workers and neighbors.  FAST 

FROM GOSSIP: It's easy to pass on �

information about others that makes them look �

�

�

bad, Rather, pass on good news about others 

and refuse to listen to the bad. SEND A 

MESSAGE: letter, email… to someone who lives 

alone or is lonely.  SHARE YOUR STORY: tell 

your children or friends what God has done for 

you and how much you love God.  THANK 

GOD: make a quick list of 10 things for which 

you are grateful. Being grateful is the beginning 

of true holiness.�

� A barometer or guide to indicate that you 

are living the Gospel:�  RETURN LOVE FOR 

HATRED  (Cf St. Mathew Gospel ch 5 vs 43�46.  

ADMIT WHEN YOU ARE WRONG� (Mark ch 

1: vs 15).  INCLUDE THE EXCLUDED: (Mthw 

ch 28; vs 19).�

� It is all about relationships, how we relate 

to God the Creator and how we relate to one 

another…  It is all so well pinpointed in the 

Great Commandment...Love God above all 

things and Love your neighbor as you love 

yourself.�

All of the Lenten disciplines are a means to 

doing just that.�

�

Many blessings�

� Peace, love and Joy in the Lord,�

� Fr. Bob�



On Discernment and Discerning�

Fr. Charles Omolo 

John Henry Newman once said that there are only two things of which we could be truly 

convinced: the existence of oneself and the existence of God. He spent the en-rety of his life 

pursuing the meaning behind both axioms. A skep-c in his younger years, he converted to 

evangelicalism a/er listening to a sermon. Later on, he was drawn to Anglicanism during his 

nascent years at Oxford and eventually became an Anglican priest. Having studied the history 

and wri-ngs of the Church Fathers, he converted to the Catholic faith; became a priest, a 

bishop and a cardinal. Bea-fied by Pope Benedict he was canonized by Pope Francis. His 

prayer about the nature of our calling and mission in this life is a perfect depic-on of the 

whirlwind of a journey we might experience on the way to the heavenly banquet:�

“God has created me for some definite service; He has commi�ed some work to me which He 

has not commi�ed to another. I have a mission.� I may never know exactly what that mission is 

in this life. I shall be told it in the next.� I have a part in a great work.� I am a link in a chain, a 

bond of connec!on between persons.� He has not created me for nothing.� I shall do good.� I 

shall do His work.� I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place, even if I 

do not realize what I am doing. But, if I keep His commandments, I will serve Him in my calling.�

Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my 

sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my 

sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take 

away my friends. He may throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make 

my spirits sink, hide my future from me. S!ll, He knows what He is about.”�

(St. John Henry Newman).� 

IN HONOR OF THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH�

�

NINE  SPEC IAL  DAYS  WITH  ST.  JOSEPH �

 

Join us for a Novena in celebra-on of the life of St. Joseph and seek 

his intercession.  Beginning in Church every evening from Thursday, 

March 11

th

 concluding with Mass on his feast day Friday, March 

19

th

.  The celebra-on will be live in the Church as well as live 

streamed on Facebook and on our parish website.  �

Also, the premier showing of the film JOSEPH will take place on 

March 19

th

.  Some of the nightly reflec-ons will include the various 

virtues of Joseph, Foster Father of Jesus, Husband of Mary, �

Chosen by God, Patron of Families and of the family of the Church 

as well as of workers.  �

�

E v e r y o ne  We l c ome . �



A YEAR LATER�

�

�����It is hard to imagine what has happened in a year.��Last year at this -me our 

1

st

�Lights children were sponsoring a cupcake weekend for the orphans in 

Hai-.��Barely a week later things started to shut down across the country and the 

world and our lives would be forever changed.��Our churches would close and 

religious educa-on programs would abruptly end.��We were headed in an unforeseen 

direc-on not knowing exactly where it would lead us.��We began to pray for guidance in our 

lives.�

�

�����As we watched, the numbers began to swell and soon those numbers began to take on 

names � names of family members and friends.��Things became more personal; and we began 

to pray for guidance and protec-on in our lives for those we loved and for ourselves.�

�

�����We were told to stay home, stay away from gatherings and wear a mask.��Humans are 

social beings and such instruc-ons were foreign to us.��Some would find this difficult to do 

while others would become fearful of what might happen if instruc-ons were not heeded.���

We con-nued to pray for guidance and protec-on as well as trust � trust that both we and 

others would make the right decisions.�

�

�����The summer was set to possibly help relieve some of that pent�up feeling as things moved 

outside.��However, we were con-nually reminded of social distancing, masks, etc.��As the 

holidays approached it became harder to keep our distance from friends and especially family 

and many took the chance thinking it would not be them that anything happened 

to.��However, the surges a/er the holidays showed that these gatherings did not help.��We 

con-nued to pray for guidance, protec-on, trust and now a way to show our love to those 

around us without doing harm.�

�

�����At this -me the vaccines are coming out and as many wait their turn for them we add the 

aspect of hope to our list.��Over this past year we have hopefully learned how to pray once 

again.��Our faith leads us to prayer and prayers leads us to hope and all of this is enfolded in 

the arms of love.��Yes, it is a year later with a ways to go yet, but we have learned many 

lessons about ourselves and 

others.��Do not give up praying for 

guidance, protec-on, trust, hope 

and love.���

We may have to do these things in 

different ways but we can adjust 

and stay strong in the love of God 

for our family and friends.  �

�

� God Bless�Stay Safe�

� Sister Agnes Patricia�

Carmelite Sisters of the Eucharist�

�



�

A Prayer in Time of Pandemic �

�

O God, whose Only Bego en Son bore the weight of human suffering for our 

salva'on, hear the prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters and 

deliver us from this 'me of trial. Open our ears and our hearts to the voice of 

your Son: Be not afraid, for I am with you always. Bless all doctors and nurses, 

researchers and public servants; give us the wisdom to do what is right and the 

faith to endure this hour, that we might gather once again to praise your name in 

the heart of your Church, delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen  

��

Shining Lights 

�

� This month’s Shining Lights are Judy and Brian 

Brosnihan. Judy and Brian have been married for 26 

years and living in Charlton on Glen Echo Lake since 

about 2010. Family is very important to Judy and 

Brian, together they have five children and four 

grandchildren, with another one on the way.�

� Judy and Brain previously lived in Paxton 

where Brian was very ac+ve in Christ the King 

Parish with religious educa+on and Bishop’s Fund. Judy has been busy in St. Joseph’s Parish 

with Lifeteen, Book Club, Divine Mercy, prayer group and volunteers at St. Vincent’s Hospital. 

Brian is o1en found in the kitchen at St. Joseph’s Parish. He organized the Thanksgiving 

dinner this year and has cooked for the confirma+on program.   �

� In their spare +me they enjoy gardening, walking their dog Finn and helping their 

grandchildren. Judy also cares for elderly rela+ves. Brian enjoys hiking and running. Judy and 

Brian were asked for their best advice for the parishioners of St Joseph’s Church. Judy said, 

“Place Christ in the center of your life and let everything flow from that.” Brian added, “It is 

just as easy to be nice to people, God is love”  �

�

�

�

1.� Click on the notation; Parishioner Registration.�

2.� Enter this code unique to our parish; 7526f6�

3.� Complete the registration                                                                

and click REGISTER.�

4.� Use this log in every time, no longer will you need 

the code.�

5.� Start using all formed.org resources.�



�

�

STEWARDSHIP �

Are we doing our part�

�

I have discovered that so much can be achieved in life when we all pull together and work 

hard to achieve a common goal. If everyone contributes something, then the total 

achievement will also increase substan-ally with much less effort from each par-cipant. �

�

As a people of faith we are called by Jesus and we are also called to Jesus. Chris-an 

Stewardship, first and foremost, means knowing Christ, loving Christ, believing in Christ, �

and being commiAed to Christ. To be a faithful Chris-an Steward means to obey Christ. �

“Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and do not do what I tell you?” (Luke 6:46) �

�

To be a Chris-an Steward means to follow Jesus, to go the way that He goes, and to accept His 

plan for our lives. “If anyone would come a/er me, let them deny themselves, take up their 

cross and follow me.” (Mark 8:34) To be a steward means to serve. Our world is full of need, 

deep need, and tragic need. Jesus wants to meet that need through us. Many of us think of 

Jesus and the Church as serving us; but the truth of the maAer is Jesus wants us to become 

servants. The need of the world is vast and our God longs to reach out to all those who are 

crying for help. Our Lord has chosen to work through his servants, who are you and I. �

�

It would be well for us to remember that the catchphrase, “Time, Talent and Treasure” usually 

will find its way into most discussions. This is a most memorable phrase, but it is certainly not 

inclusive enough to define stewardship. �

�

Authen-c Chris-an Stewardship calls us beyond -me, beyond talent, beyond treasure. We are 

called to evangelize, and to prac-ce authen-c Chris-an Stewardship which includes the 

sharing of the joy we all experience as true followers of Christ and the certain hope we share.�

Finally, Stewardship is about life, for it encompasses all that we are and all that we hope to 

become. Stewardship is not a program. Stewardship is not about raising money. Stewardship 

is not here today and gone tomorrow. In truth, Stewardship is a journey and a way of life. 

Stewardship calls upon us all to love God and our neighbor and to give generously of the gi/s 

we have been freely given.�

�

May we harken to the love of God and his call to live a life of love and service to one another. �

�

Deacon Steve �

�

Stewardship is the Chris�an way of life, �

Many Hands make the Burden Light. �

�



 

Children’s Liturgy  

�

is postponed �

till further notice�

�

�

�

�

F irst  L ights  

(Grades K � 5)�

Coordinator: Sister Agnes Patricia �

(508�248�7862) 

sisteragnespatricia@yahoo.com�

�

2

nd

 Grade Sacramental Workbooks are in�

Please be in touch with Pam to arrange pick�up�

pamsmith7@charter.net�

BAPT I SMAL  PREPARAT ION  SESS IONS  2021 �

take place on Saturday evenings after the 4:30 Mass on�

March 27� � May 1� � June 12�

July 17� � Aug 21� � Oct 2� � Nov 13�

��

To schedule a Baptism please contact Theresa at 508�248�7862.�



�

Sandra Buron, Coordinator �

Middle School Religious ED �

and Youth Ministry�

508�248�7862  �

mrsbedge2018@gmail.com�

EDGE Spring Schedule 2021�

�

ZOOM Meetings each week Tuesdays at 6:30pm�

�

March Focus is on ….�� � � � April Focus is on …….�

�

Lent, Easter, and “What does it�� � Divine Mercy, Pentecost and �  

Mean to be Catholic?”� � � �     “What does it mean to be Catholic”�

�

March 2, 2021:  A Lesson on�� � � April 6, 2021: Divine Mercy Lesson�

Stations of the Cross�

�

March 9, 2021: Chapters 19 & 20� � April 13, 2021: Chapters 23 & 24�

Caring for the Whole Human Family� � � Growing in Faith Together�

Seeking God’s Life & Love as a Church� � Belonging to the Community of Saints�

�

March 16, 2021: Chapters 21 & 21� � April 20, 2021: School Vacation�

Living as the Body of Christ�� � � � � � � NO EDGE�

Witnessing to Our Relationship�

With Christ� � � � � � � � April 27, 2021: Pentecost and�

� � � � � � � � � � Moving Forward�

March 23, 2021:  Triduum� � � � Pages 297�300� �  �

and The Easter Season� � � � � Unit 4 Test Due�� �

Pages 289�296� � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � OUR FINAL Meeting will be on �

� � � � � � � � � � May 4

th

 � details to follow�

March 30, 2021: Praying the �

Stations of the Cross  �We are hoping �

to be able to pray the stations at the church �

and will also offer it through our regular �

Zoom meeting for those who cannot attend�

�

EDGE Leaders�

� � � 8

th

 Grade:� � Christine Knowlton  and  Mike Falcone�

� � � 7

th

 Grade: � � Dr. Antoinette Parvis�

� � � 6

th

 Grade:� � Dennis Lataille�

�
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Dresser Hill rD, (rte 31), CHarlton, MA 01507
508.248.5566 • charltonfurniture.com

Mon - Fri 10A - 6P | Sat 10A - 5P
Sun Noon - 5P

Complimentary design service available 

St. Joseph’s smiles on our sales!

Diane Dabrowski, Broker/Realtor since 1990
Alliance with ERA Key Realty

31B Main St. Charlton, on the common
508-479-2340 | www.DianeDabrowski.com

Many advanced designations, 
awards and testimonials to assure 
you my professional advice is 
backed by experience and 
commitment to your best interest!

CAMOSSE
MASONRY SUPPLY

23 Trolley Crossing Road, Charlton
508.248.4044

COMPLETE LINES OF CONCRETE
LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS

Clay and Concrete Pavers
Segmental Retaining Walls

Natural Stone, Cobblestone, Slates
Edging, Granite Statuary, and more...

www.camosse.com

Coonan
Insurance Agency

Tom Coonan

“Serving Your Business and Personal Needs.”
Auto    Home    Business    Life

tel 508-987-7122 
267 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540
tom@coonaninsurance.com
www.coonaninsurance.com

Slab Sawing • Wall Sawing
Asphalt Sawing • Core Drilling

DiPietro Masonry
Commercial - Residential - Industrial 

• All Types Masonry
• Concrete Cutting

52 Berry Corner Rd., Charlton, MA
(508) 248-4704 • Fax: (508) 248-1480

Fully Insured
MA Lic. #053872 • CT Lic. #551780

CHARLTON

OPTICAL
EyE GlassEs • EyE Exams

ContaCt lEnsEs

Peter Maly, R.D.O.
508-248-1188

This Space 
is AvailableContact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

Joshua
Somers Realtor

508.612.4852

Turning Houses into Homes
House To Home Real Estate

joshhousetohome@gmail.com
housetohomerealestatene.com

& More!  Free Delivery!
Open 7 Days 11am-10pm
508-248-2079

9 City Depot Rd., Charlton, MA
www.georges-pizzeria.com

Ann Marie Sorensen
CBR, REALTOR®

508-612-8647 Cell
“For every house is built by someone, but

God is the builder of everything.”  
Hebrews 3:4

304 Washington St., Auburn, MA

AMSorensen@ERAKey.com
www.AnnMarieSorensen.com

Jeff D. Helgerson
EXCAVATING & SEPTIC

YOUR SEPTIC SERVICE, EXCAVATION
& WASTE PUMPING EXPERTS

Storm Water Mgmt • Grease Traps • Title 5 Work
Foundations • Grading • Installation • Maintenance

& Septic System Repairs
Call for an Estimate or Appointment

508-248-7242
www.helgersonexcavating.com

CHARLTON MANOR
BEAUTIFUL RETIREMENT HOME

Call Today to Schedule a Tour!
508-248-5136 • 978-314-2290
www.charltonmanorresthome.com

12 Town Farm Road • Charlton, MA 01507

WE  ARE
1/2 THE 

PRICE OF 
ASSISTED 

LIVING
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  • Brenda Ryan, Owner/Broker
 • Melissa Hilli
 • Deb & Spiro Thomo
 • Mary Jo Demick
 • Michelle Roy
 • Joan Lacoste
 • Vivian Doros
 • Chad Splaine
 • Michelle Splaine
 • Paula Aversa
 • Ron Cooper

201 South Street, Southbridge, MA 01550
508-765-9155

AucoinRyanRealty@verizon.net
AucoinRyanRealty.com 

Se Habla Español

STORAGE SPACE, LLC

www.s to ragespacechar l ton .com
508-248-6461

94 Brookfield Rd., 
Charlton, MA 01507
REASONABLE RATES

Carmelite Sisters 
of the Eucharist

 188 Old Worcester Rd.
 Charlton, MA 
 01507

 (508) 248-2936

O’ MALLEYS
TRUCK & AUTO BODY CORP.
Complete Mechanical Repair

(508) 248-5829

91 #6 Schoolhouse Road, Charlton, MA

508-248-5076
New Homes

Remodeling • Roofing
Site Work • Septic Systems

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Elliott Burlingame
and Sons, Inc

Paying Too Much For Your Insurance?

BAIR INSURANCE AGENCY
58 A.F. Putnam Rd., Charlton, MA

Serving Area Towns Since 1980
508-248-4204

edbair@bairinsurance.com
www.bairinsurance.com

 

Family Owned & Operated since 1900

Serving All Faiths ~ Cremation Services
Elaine J. Sansoucy   |   Bonnie J. Materas

Directors

508-764-2567
40 Marcy Street • Southbridge

sansoucyfuneral.com
 handicapped accessible ~  off street parking

Sansoucy
Funeral Home

866-753-5429

Make Us Your First Choice 
for Your Rehabilitation

 • SHORT TERM REHAB 
 • SKILLED NURSING
 • RESPITE CARE
 • MEMORY CARE

88 Masonic Home Rd.
Charlton, MA

ROOFING
GUTTERS & REPAIRS

FREE ESTIMATES

(508) 248-6709
CHARLTON, MA

DAVID BARBALE 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Trimming • Dead Wood • Emergency Storm Service 
Hazardous Tree Service • Asian Longhorn Beetle Compliant

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED YEAR ROUND
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

508-868-0673 • www.jbonintreeservice.com

10% OFF
For Seniors, Veterans  
& First Responders

Signature 
 TOUCH SPA

Gift cards 
Available!

 Located in the Reeder Lodges
 369 Main Street 
 Sturbridge MA 
 508-347-0371 Spa
Hair Care • Nail care • Skin care 
Massage • Body Treatments 
Brow Lash Tinting • Lash Lifting & More!
www.signaturetouchspa.com

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.
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WEEKEND  MASS  

I S  CE LEBRATED  �

Saturday at 4:30 PM and 

Sunday at �

10:00 AM and 5:00 PM �

�

Mass can be heard from your 

car in the parking lot by 

Tuning in to 89.5FM� �

OR follow Mass via a Live 

Stream from our website 

or our Facebook page.��

�

�

WEEKDAY  MASS  

I S  CE LEBRATED  �

Tuesday and Thursday at 

8:30 AM �

�

�

�

2021 Holy Week Schedule �

Holy Thursday � April 1, 2021�

7:30 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper, �

Good Friday � April 2, 2021�

3:00 PM Way of the Cross�

7:30 PM Solemn Liturgy of the Passion and Death of the Lord �

Easter Vigil � Saturday, April 3, 2021�

7:30 PM THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL �

Easter Sunday � April 4, 2021�

Mass is Celebrated at 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM�

�

A HAPPY AND BLESSED EASTER TO ALL �

STATIONS OF THE CROSS �

takes place Friday nights at 6:30 PM during Lent�


