
J A N U A RY  1 2 ,  2 0 2 0 �

A���� 11, 2021�



SACRED HEART ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

And Liturgical Celebra�ons for �

April 10�April 18, 2021�

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death)�

�

  Sat./Sun., Apr. 10/11� Divine Mercy Sunday�

 � 4:00 p.m.� † Stan Dranginis � His Daughter�

� � † Francis “Pete” Roy � Mary Morrissey�

� � † Patrick M. Moore � Cousin, Saile Mahoney�

� 7:30 a.m.� Our Parish Family�

� 9:30 a.m.� Pete Roy (1

st

) � The Family�

�

  Monday, Apr. 12� Easter Weekday�

      8:00 a.m.� � Noella Boisvert (Living) �

� � � � � Her Granddaughter, Michelle O’Neil�

�

  Tuesday, Apr. 13� Saint Mar n�

     8:00 a.m.�� † Phil O’Neill�Mary & Tom Flood�

�

  Wednesday, Apr. 14� Easter Weekday�

 � 8:00 a.m.� In Honor of Mary Flood on the Occasion of her�

� � � � 90

th

 Birthday � Jo�Anne Prouty�

� � † Alda Be�t Racicot � Mary Brochu�

� �

  Thursday, Apr. 15� Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 a.m.� † James McMahon � Vicky & Julie�

�

  Friday, Apr. 16�� Friday within the Octave of Easter�

    8:00 a.m.�� † Mary Bratcher � Tom & Mary Flood�

�

  Sat./Sun., Apr. 17/18� Third Sunday of Easter�

 � 4:00 p.m.� † Mike Capriola � Mary Morrissey�

� � † Peter Mears � Mom, Nan�

� 7:30 a.m.� † Noreen Watson � Sister, Trina & Nephew, Joe�

� 9:30 a.m.� † Len Capriola�Paul Capriola�

� � Michelle Frank (Living) on the �

� � � � Occasion of her Birthday � Mom�

� � Our Parish Family�

Readings for the week of April 11, 2021 

Sunday: �� Acts 4:32�35/Ps 118:2�4, 13�15, 22�24 [1]/�

� � 1 Jn 5:1�6/Jn 20:19�31�

Monday: � Acts 4:23�31/Ps 2:1�3, 4�7a, 7b�9 [cf. 11d]/�

� � Jn 3:1�8�

Tuesday: � Acts 4:32�37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd�2, 5 [1a]/�

� � Jn 3:7b�15�

Wednesday: � Acts 5:17�26/Ps 34:2�3, 4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [7a]/�

� � Jn 3:16�21�

Thursday: � Acts 5:27�33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17�18, 19�20�

� � [7a]/Jn 3:31�36�

Friday: � � Acts 5:34�42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13�14 [cf. 4abc]/�

� � Jn 6:1�15�

Saturday: � Acts 6:1�7/Ps 33:1�2, 4�5, 18�19 [22]/�

� � Jn 6:16�21�

Next Sunday: � Acts 3:13�15, 17�19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7�8, 9 [7a]/�

� � 1 Jn 2:1�5a/Lk 24:35�48�
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Gospel Reflection 

Second Sunday of Easter  

(Divine Mercy Sunday) 

�

What a wonderful joy fills us today as we ponder the inex-

haus�ble mercy of God. “Mercy is the heart of God,” Pope 

Francis tells us. The image of a heart has been used to point to 

the very life source of a person as it is the organ that allows life 

to flow through our veins and sustain us. Mercy is the heart of 

God. Imagine this dynamic, powerful, compassionate, piercing, 

embracing, loving, propelling, penetra�ng, absorbing, and en-

veloping, transforming presence of God flowing into the very 

depth of our souls. It is God’s mercy that allows blood to flow 

through our veins. It is God’s mercy that forms every atom of 

our being and leads us to what is true. God’s mercy reveals all 

superficiality and falsehood, and lays bare all distor�ons, emp-

ty promises, weakness, and sin.�

�

“Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and ins�lls in 

us the courage to look to the future with hope,” Pope Francis 

con�nues. God’s all forgiving, compassionate love is with us.�

When we finally believe and accept that Christ’s resurrected 

transfigured presence resides with us, we then find within us a 

strong confidence to accept life’s imperfec�ons and disap-

pointments and move on. Every day is a new adventure in new 

life. God leaves the past behind and opens doors to the future. 

It doesn’t maHer how many mistakes we made yesterday. All 

that maHers is what we do tomorrow and what we learn along 

the way. It is so easy to remain tethered and mired in the past, 

but there is no need to do so. God is all about tomorrow and 

the work God has yet to do in our lives.�

�

Mercy gives birth to hope. Hope for the greatest of sinners and 

hope for the worst of disasters. There is nothing God cannot do 

and nothing God cannot fashion. AIer all, everything we know 

and treasure was once nothing, and look what God did with the 

nothing God had! The resurrected Christ stands before us with 

nail marks in his wrists and wounds on his body as a testament 

that not even injus�ce, suffering and death can trample over 

and destroy God’s mercy. What have we to fear? Why do we 

keep ourselves from peace? Our lack of faith prevents us from 

going forward and fully receiving the holiness God desires to 

breathe upon us. Breathe in God’s mercy, allow the wind of 

God’s presence to kiss all of your sins and caress all of your 

fears. Exhale peace. 
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Sunday Summary 

�

Acts of the Apostles 4:32�35  New Chris�ans bring everything 

they have into the bargain.�

Psalm 118:2�4, 13�15, 22�24  For this we are grateful: God’s 

mercy endures forever.�

1 John 5:1�6  Jesus comes through water and blood to be the 

victor of the world.�

John 20:19�31  Thomas the Doubter becomes Thomas the 

Confessor.�



BENNINGTON, VT 

Faith Forma
on Program�

�

“Growing In Faith Together”�

�

For more informa�on contact the �

parish office at 442�3141 or 

shsffaithforma�on@vermontcatholic.org�

�

You are invited to join us on Facebook � �

SHSF Faith Forma
on�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The School of Sacred Heart �

St. Francis de Sales�

307 School Street �

Bennington, VT 05201�

�

Mr. David Estes, Principal�

802�442�2446�

     When we teach children to think as 

they learn, we are giving them an         

essen�al skill far more valuable than the 

ability to recall isolated facts. The same 

thinking strategies which are effec�ve in 

school can be prac�ced in their personal 

lives to solve problems and to make decisions. I suggest that 

you encourage your child in this method of making               

responsible, prudent decisions. �

     The first step is to iden�fy the problem. Perhaps your child 

wants a larger allowance, a later curfew, or some par�cular 

privilege. Perhaps there is a difference of opinion in regard to 

the responsibility for chores around the home. Once the exact 

nature of the problem is stated, it’s �me to gather facts and to 

describe the present situa�on accurately. The next step is to 

consider the advantages and disadvantages of various          

solu�ons. Many �mes the wisest decision involves a            

compromise aIer everyone concerned has had a chance to 

consider a number of possibili�es. �

     The more experiences your child has in sta�ng a problem, 

assessing a situa�on, discovering all per�nent facts, and      

evalua�ng the probable results or alternate ac�ons, the more 

likely he or she will be able to make reasonable and sound 

judgments. �

     Differences of opinion can be approached in a spirit of    

coopera�on and mutual respect, rather than from an           

argumenta�ve posi�on now and as your child grows into adult-

hood. �

     Being able to pray about important decisions is also a good 

way to reflect upon the situa�on and it allows God a chance to 

play a part in whatever decision is made. �

�

First Holy Communion Reminders  

 

May 2, First Eucharist Family Retreat and prac�ce which runs 

from 10:30 am � 12:30 pm.�

�

May 8 at 11:00 am is First Eucharist Celebra�on �

WINTERTASTIC RESULTS  

     Special thanks to all those who took part in our                

WINTERTASTIC CELEBRATION. To the planning commiHee 

members, our donors, our sponsors, our teachers and staff, 

past graduates, and those who bought raffle �ckets…..we    

cannot even begin to express our sincerest gra�tude. Together 

we were able to raise $49,975 for our school this year from this 

one event. THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! �

Baptism 

Congratula�ons to Peyton and Skylar Clark, sons of Jamie and 

Ashley Clark , who were bap�zed during the Easter Vigil on 

Saturday evening, April 3.  Welcome to our community of 

faith!�
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Votive Candles 

April 2021 Intentions 

 

† Perpetual for Frances Bender�

�

† Theresa & Bob Long, Sr.�

requested by the Dale Long family�

�

�

�

Please remember the sick, including ~ 

Reatha Williams, Frank Babcock, Tami Greene, Robin Guer�n,      

Nan Mears, Diane Roy, Dorothy Roy, Robin Tremblay, Rene 

Cassano, Caleb St. John, Marie Parker Mayer, Don Place, Cathy 

Place, Elaine Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Tina Harrington, A.J. 

Morton, Eden Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy LeviHe, Christopher Rubino, 

Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, Ruth Emaish, MaHhew Rubino,, Wilfred 

LaBonte, Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna Dewey, Kenneth Swierad, 

Kathy Keenan, and this week we remember the pa�ents of 

Southwestern Vermont Medical Center.�

Sign up for Flocknote 

     Flocknote enables you to receive parish event informa�on, 

Holy Day reminders, Mass �me changes and inspira�onal    

resources via text and/or email. Flocknote is free and you may 

unsubscribe at any �me. Please take advantage of this          

invita�on to join today! �

Visit our church at: www.flocknote.com/vermontcatholic OR�

Text vermontcatholic to 84576 from your phone�

Parish Office  

At this �me the office con�nues to be closed on Wednesday 

aIernoons un�l further no�ce.�

Everyday Stewardship 

Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

Eye Has Not Seen 

�

They say seeing is believing. But if you’ve ever ordered a pair of 

pants online, you know that’s not always the case. Whatever 

the photos promise us, what looked like a perfectly nice shade 

of navy blue on our computer screens comes in the mail as an 

unusual shade of blue green that only appears in the giant box 

of Crayola crayons.�

�

The Apostle Thomas, who couldn’t bring himself to accept that 

Jesus had risen from the dead without seeing him, is such an 

uHerly relatable figure in the Gospels. Thomas is s�ll reeling 

from a loss � not only of his good friend but his Lord, who was 

taken prisoner and crucified before his eyes. Thomas is guard-

ing himself. He’s not believing the hype. He’s going to be the 

only judge of what is real and what is fic�on.�

�

Would any of us be any different? We’ve all had those 

thoughts. Can we believe it all � Jesus, salva�on history, the 

Eucharist � when we haven’t seen it with our own two eyes?  

That’s when we need to remember that those two eyes were 

absolutely posi�ve they had ordered a pair of navy blue pants.�

�

It’s easy for us to sit back stroking our chins in judgment at 

Thomas, “you didn’t believe the tes�mony of your friends!” But 

do we accept the tes�mony of our friends? The saints, the 

popes, the Church fathers themselves?�

�

Divine Mercy Sunday 

 

April 11, 2021�

�

Sacred Heart�

 St. Francis de Sales Church�

Bennington, Vermont�

Divine Mercy Mass**:  2:00 p.m.�

�

**Mass Only.  We are unable to offer an 

opportunity for confession at this $me.�

 

For Your Information… 

Copies of the Diocesan/Eparchial Policies and Procedures re-

la�ng to the Charter for the Protec�on of Children and Young 

People are available in the Parish Office upon request. �

Congratulations to our 

Confirmands 

     During the Easter Vigil Saturday Evening, April 

3, we welcomed two adults into our Catholic       

Community of faith�Donna Dresser and Andrew 

Shoemaker.�

     Welcome Donna and Andrew!�



DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 



DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

Parish Resources 

Bap sm � Contact Kathy Murphy at the Parish Office.�

�

Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults (RCIA)�

The Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults is the communal     

process through which non�bap�zed men and women become 

members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those 

bap�zed in different faith tradi�ons who are interested in  

becoming Catholic, or, for those who were bap�zed Catholic, 

but have yet to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and      

confirma�on.�

�

Faith Forma on for Children�

To register your child for our Faith Forma�on Program, please 

contact Kathy Murphy in the Parish Office.�

�

Marriage�

Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact the 

pastor a minimum of 6 months prior to the requested date of 

marriage.�

�

Care of the Sick�

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion 

to be brought to those unable to aHend the Sunday celebra-

�on, or for  Via�cum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those 

in danger of death), please contact the Parish Office. It is al-

ways possible to anoint the sick during regularly scheduled 

liturgies.�

HIS Pantry 

“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 

Phone Number: 442-1720  

hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 

Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 am 

�

HIS Pantry is a volunteer�run parish ministry which assists those 

in need of food in our local community.�

�

Due to the COVID�19 pandemic, the pantry food distribu�on is 

now being done outside, under tents in the parking lot. Now, 

more than ever, we need your support to help those struggling 

with food insecuri�es in our area. Here are some ways you can 

help:�

Volunteering:�We are in need of a few more volunteers during 

this difficult pandemic period. Here are some of the areas 

where we especially need help:�

*� Outdoor setup & guest assistance: Wednesday aIernoons 

and/or Friday mornings�

*�Indoor stocking, food prep & packaging�

*�People that can pick up dona�ons from local stores�

�

If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry or give us 

an addi�onal hand in one of the areas listed above, please 

email�hispantryshsf@gmail.com�or call 802�823�0195.�

�

Dona ons:�

*� Shelf stable food and personal hygiene items are always   

welcome�

*� Cash dona�ons, VISA or store giI cards (can bring to the   

parish office or place in the collec�on basket in an envelope 

marked for HIS Pantry). Note that these giI cards are used 

solely by pantry volunteers to purchase needed foods as we 

run low. Thank you for your generosity!�

Online Giving Now Available! 

     We are now offering online giving through eCatholic, the 

company who also manages our parish website.�

     To check it out, go to our website:�

sacredheartsainXrancis.com, �

click on donate, then choose where you want your money to 

go. You have the op�on of dona�ng to the offertory, the 

monthly school collec�on, the monthly maintenance collec�on, 

our parish food shelf, or to the School Capital Campaign. Plus, 

you can use a credit card, eChecks, or direct debit from your 

checking account. You can choose to do a one��me dona�on, 

or set it up to do recurring monthly dona�ons. �

     It’s safe, secure and easy to use. Please call the office if you 

have any ques�ons.�

Interfaith Dinner 

     On Sunday, April 4, a group of parishioners answered our 

call to lend a hand with the Interfaith Dinner at the Second        

Congrega�onal Church. A special thank you to Jane Taylor, Jane 

and Rita Pinsonneault, Sue Andrews, Suzanne Jones, Dennis 

and Jo�Anne Amadon. We truly appreciate your willingness to 

lend your �me, talent and  treasure to this worthwhile        

community outreach. �

     Second Congrega�onal church has gone to great lengths to 

create protocols that keep everyone safe during this �me of 

the pandemic. If you (or a group) would be interested in 

hos�ng one of these dinners, just give the office a call at       

442�3141. Thank you. �

     For 2021 we s�ll have 7 more months in need of   

volunteers. Please consider lending a hand to this worth 

while community outreach.�

Special Request 

     If you write a check to contribute to the parish collec�ons, 

and you receive offering envelopes, please include the         

envelopes with your dona�on.  Thank you.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The Second Collec�on this weekend is for �

the maintenance of our church.�

�

There is no  Second Collec�on next weekend.�

�

We thank you for your generosity!�
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 DIFFERENT  DIFFERENT 
 PAINTS & DECORATING

• PAINTS • STAINS • WALLPAPER SUPPLIES
Bob & Denise Short/Owners 

442-5563 • 219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

115 Elm Street, Bennington, VT 05201
802-442-5552 • 800-894-5511
Fax: 802-442-7314 • e-mail: fcody@lovecody.com 

www.lovecody.com

Frank J. Cody, CPA

Plumbing & Heating SPecialiStS

2 Corey Lane, Bennington, Vt 05201

Home: 802-447-7262
cell: 802-379-0931

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington, VT

Since 1927

RIVERS EDGE
COMMUNITY CARE HOME

442-5081
Lois J. Langlois

5 Hunt St., Bennington, VT

 THE PHARMACY INC.
 205 NORTH STREET
 BENNINGTON

 442-5602

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

Earl’s Service Station
Auto Sales And Service

Irving Gasoline

Skip Wilkins

251 North Street • Bennington

802-447-7090

(802) 442-2705675 NORTH 
BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road, Bennington, VT 05201
www.benningtonsubaru.com

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

Congregation of 
Holy Cross

Priests and Brothers

We STAFF Bennington

and North Bennington, VT.

Call the Parish Center

at 442-3141 to learn more about 

our College and Post College 

Programs or 

Call 574-631-6385 
for general information

Holy Cross Priests
www.vocation.nd.edu

Lil’ Britain
Fish & Chip Shop

442-2447
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT

Tues- Sat 11:30-8pm

Hawk’s ridge Veterinary serViCes
Julie Cornell DVM Phone (802) 379-4833

Equine, Farm & Licensed & Accredited
Companion Animal Care in VT, NY, MA and FL
 2367 South Stream Rd.
juliecornelldvm@gmail.com Bennington, VT 05201

Your 
Belly’s Deli

100 Pleasant Street, Bennington, VT 05201

We Cater All Occasions
802-442-3653

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments
207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538
• Stocks & Bonds

 • Mutual Funds

 • Individual Retirement Accounts

serving the community since 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC
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Helene’s 
Classy Cuts
family hair styling

447-3122

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-Site Crematory
Mark F. Shea • Thomas R. Lloyd

213 West Main Street • Bennington
442-4329

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

E.P. MAHAR & SON 
FUNERAL HOME

MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES
J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS

628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516
385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 803-362-9173

Our family serving your family for 3 generations
www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

“The People Who Know Tires Best”
Cnr. Rt. 7 & Depot Sts. 

802-442-9070

When Quality Counts
Plumbing • Heating • Water Conditioning

Certified Gas Tech • Certified Oil Tech
Don Latif, Master Plumber

Cell: (802) 384-3043 • (802) 447-0988
LatifPlumbing@hotmail.com

1545 West Road, Bennington, VT
(802) 442-9525

Perc Tests • Septic Designs 
Subdivisions • VT Act 250 Permits

802-694-1919
jdupras@trinityeng.com

www.trinityeng.com

Serving the Community for 40 Years

303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

WCW 
CARPET WAREHOUSE

Monday-Friday 8-5 • Saturday 9-2

211 River Street, Bennington
802-447-1166

www.wcwcarpetwarehouse.com
info@wcwcarpetwarehouse.com

Jason P. Morrissey
Attorney at Law

Real Estate & Corporate Transactions,  
Estate Planning, Probate & Trust  

Administration, General Civil Work

(802) 442-0400
PP.O. Box 14, 217 Union Street.O. Box 14, 217 Union Street
Bennington, VT 05201
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HENRY’S
market

The Best Meats in Town! Affordable Meat Plans,
Fresh Produce and Vermont Made Products!
Smoked Products - Vacuum Sealed In Store

Marinades!  10lb Deals!   We Ship!
www.henrysvermontmarket.com 

802-442-6856 • 831 Main Street, Bennington

Russell Thurber
Sales Associate

802-430-1100
699 N BENNINGTON ROAD, BENNINGTON

802-753-7771 
www.HoffmanVTRealEstate.com

Jenifer Prouty Hoffman 
Erika Floriani

Single-Family
Multi-Family

Land 
Condo

Commercial


