St. Francis of Assisi Parish
24 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA
Pastor: Fr. Jack Sheaffer
Pastoral Minister: Mr. Paul Vanasse
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 612, Belchertown, MA 01007-0612
Phone & Fax: (413) 323-6272
Email: francisatbtown@gmail.com
Website: www.stfrancisbelchertown.com
Schedule of Masses:

X Sunday 8 AM, 10:30 AM X Monday - Thursday 8 AM
Holy Day Masses: Consult the weekly Mass schedule
Reconciliation: Consult the weekly Mass schedule, or by appointment

Saturday 4 PM

Easter Prayer
of St. Gregory the Great
It is only right,
with all the powers of our heart and mind,
to praise You Father and
Your Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ.
Dear Father, by Your wondrous condescension
of loving-kindness toward us, Your servants,
You gave up Your Son.
Dear Jesus You paid the debt of Adam
for us to the Eternal Father by Your Blood
poured forth in loving-kindness.
You cleared away the darkness of sin
by Your magnificent and radiant Resurrection.
You broke the bonds of death
and rose from the grave as a Conqueror.
You reconciled heaven and earth.
Our life had no hope of eternal happiness
before You redeemed us.
Your Resurrection has washed away our sins,
restored our innocence and brought us joy.
How inestimable is the tenderness of Your Love!
Amen.

Easter Sunday
of the Resurrection of the Lord
April 21, 2019

Bulletin: Copy deadline is Monday at 10 AM. Copy must be submitted in writing to: EditorStFran@gmail.com

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, April 20, 2019 Easter Vigil
8:00 PM
U Gaspar & Mildred DeSantis, & Herbert Squires req.
by David Squires and family
SUNDAY, April 21, 2019 Easter Sunday the Resurrection of the Lord
7:00 AM
U Jackie Freeburn & Pat Akins req. by friends
of the family
8:30 AM
U Lena & Philip Bourk req. by Ray, Terry & Leonard
10:30 AM
U Stanley Olearczyk req. Ann & Wesley Nowak
MONDAY, April 22, 2019
8:00 AM
U Ed Bryzcki, 6th ann., Jeanne & Dan Bryzcki
TUESDAY, April 23, 2019
8:00 AM
U Paul T. Austin, 60th ann., Charles & Kathy Scherpa
WEDNESDAY, April 24, 2019
8:00 AM
U Anne Sullivan Amprimo & Sullivan family
THURSDAY, April 25, 2019
8:00 AM
U Barbara Williams, birthday rem., req. by the family
FRIDAY, April 26, 2019
8:00 AM
U No Mass
SATURDAY, April 27, 2019 VIGIL: Divine Mercy Sunday
3:00 PM
Reconciliation
4:00 PM
U Jennie McCullough, 1st ann., req. by the Vanasse
family
SUNDAY, April 28, 2019 Divine Mercy Sunday
8:00 AM
U Gerry Desilets req. by Pat Skaza
10:30 AM
U Michael Lee req. by Gil & Celeste DaCosta
3:00 PM
Divine Mercy Sunday Prayer Service

“They have taken the Lord from the tomb,
and we don’t know where they put him.” So Peter and the other
disciple went out and came to the tomb.
….Simon Peter ….went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths
there, and the cloth that had covered His head,
not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place.
Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived
at the tomb first, and he saw and believed.
For they did not yet understand the Scripture
that He had to rise from the dead.
Jn 20:1-9

Scripture Readings for April 27-28, 2019
Acts 5:12-16/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31
What stones are being moved away so you can
be a minister of the Gospel? Who would you
invite to consider being a sister, brother, priest,
or deacon? Spread the good news: “Jesus is Risen!” (John 20: 1-9)
If you think God could be calling you to a Church vocation, email Fr.
Matt or Fr. Michael at vocations@diospringfield.org and/or visit our
website at www.myvocation.com.
Please pray for all the deceased priests, brothers, sisters, and
deacons, may their lives continue to bless our Church with life.

BELCHERTOWN

From Our Pastor…
Dear Parishioners,
On behalf of all the staff of the parish, I wish you and your loved
ones a very Happy and Blessed Easter! Today, we celebrate the
mystery of God's incredible love for us as well as the mystery of our
redemption in the suffering, death and Resurrection of our Lord. I
pray that our celebrations this past week were meaningful for you
and helped to strengthen your faith in God's promise of salvation.
Special thanks to all who worked so hard to make our Holy Week
celebrations powerful expressions of faith. To our Music Ministers,
Sacristans, Liturgical Ministers, Ushers and Greeters, Volunteers who
cleaned, as well as members of our maintenance and office staff: a
sincere word of gratitude for your time and dedication to the
deepest mission of our parish: to know and love God!
I am grateful to my brother priests who helped with Confessions at
last week's Penance Service as well as to the Music Ministers,
Ushers, Altar Server, and members of our Catechetical staff for their
help in making it a great celebration. The priests were impressed
with the number of people who took the opportunity go to
Confession last Sunday, as was I. It was a great event for our parish
and I was pleased to know that so many people took the
opportunity to avail themselves of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
I hope everyone has a great week! God Bless.

Celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday - April 28: The
Divine Mercy Novena and Prayer Service - The Novena
begins on Good Friday and will conclude with a prayer
service held on Divine Mercy Sunday, at 3 PM in the
church.
The Novena began with private devotion on Good Friday, and
initially goes through Easter Sunday. On Easter Monday, April 22
through Thursday, April 25 the Novena/Chaplet will be prayed in
the chapel following the 8 AM Mass. Friday, April 26 and Saturday,
April 27 are days of private devotion.
The Divine Mercy Sunday Prayer Service will be held on Sunday,
April 28 at 3 PM in the church. It will include Adoration and
praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet.
You can find copies of the Novena/Chaplet on the tables in the
gathering space of the church. Our great desire is that you’ll come
celebrate His Mercy with us. - Sponsored by the Spiritual Life Commission.
Please turn in your CRS Rice Bowls by placing them in
the baskets located in the gathering space of the
church. Thank you for your generous support of this
program. For more information, visit crsricebowl.org.
The Chapel, Adoration & Parish Business Office
Will Be Closed
Good Friday, April 19 and Monday, April 22
Regular Parish Office Business hours are:
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM & Friday 9 AM - 12 PM

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

Weekly Stewardship
Collection numbers were not available at press time.
Catholic Home Missions Collection
The Collection for Catholic Home Missions will be taken up during all
Masses next weekend, April 27-28. Right now, over 40% of dioceses in
the United States are considered mission territory because they are
unable to fund essential pastoral work in their communities. Your
support of this appeal eases the struggle of these dioceses. Please
prayerfully consider how you can support this appeal. Find more
information at www.usccb.org/home-missions.

A

doration of the Blessed Sacrament:

The
hours for the adoration chapel are: MondayWednesday, following the 8 AM Mass to 10 PM; Thursday,
4 PM-10 PM; and Friday, 8 AM-6 PM. Come spend an hour
with the Blessed Sacrament. Take time to sit with Our Lord
and feel the peace that only He can give us. He is exposed
in the monstrance for adoration, to listen, guide, comfort and heal
us. Would you consider being a substitute for our regular adorers?
Permanent adorers are needed for the following hours: Monday 9-10
AM; Tuesday 5-6 PM, 6-7 PM, 7-8 PM, 8-9 PM & 9-10 PM;
Wednesday noon to 1 PM & 8-9 PM; Thursday 5-6 PM, 6-7 PM, 7-8
PM & 8-9 PM; and Friday 2-3 PM, 3-4 PM & 5-6 PM. For more
information or to volunteer please call Maureen Paul at 323-6836,
Ann Marie Mohan at 213-0648 or Debby Bowen at 323-7080.
To Adorers: Please try to arrive for your hour on time, out of
consideration for the adorer that you are relieving. The chapel is
closed and there is no adoration on holidays and days with
inclement weather. Please always call ahead to be sure the chapel is
open: 323-6272 x6.
Pro-Life Corner - From Conception to Natural
Death: Easter and the Victory of LIFE - Easter
celebrates the victory of LIFE. Christians do not come to
Church on Easter simply to congratulate Jesus for rising from the
dead. They come in order to touch their own victory over death. In
rising, Christ destroyed not only His own death, but ours! He
overturned the entire kingdom of death. Death has no more power
over Him; nor does it have ultimate power over those who live in
Him. The influence of the Church on the world, therefore, is the
influence of a community which already participates in victory over
death. That influence moves the choices of society away from death
and destruction, and toward the affirmation, in word and deed, of
the precious gift of LIFE. The victory of LIFE has already been won,
but has not yet fully unfolded. We therefore rejoice and struggle at
the same time. We have unshakeable confidence that the power of
LIFE is greater than the forces of death. Yet we must not relax our
efforts to protect God's gift of LIFE from the culture of death which
surrounds us. - pro-lifearticles.org
The Food Pantry is in need of cereal, soups and juice. Thank you for
your generous response to our needs as we serve the needs of the
community throughout the year. Please leave Food Pantry donations

in the baskets found in the entryway of the church, before the
gathering space.
Now available for St. Francis parishioners.
Visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com,
then click on “Online Giving.”

B

rick Corner – We would like to thank the
parishioners who have “purchased a brick” for
the building of our new parish complex, either in their
name or in the name of a loved one. Thank you for
your support and please remind your friends that they,
also, can “buy a brick.” They are $10 each.
Life Teen Band - Our final 5:30 PM Life Teen Mass for this
Generations of Faith year was celebrated on Sunday, April 7. While
the 5:30 PM Mass will not be offered again until the fall, we would
like the parish to experience the music of the Life Teen Mass. The
Life Teen Band will make an appearance at the 10:30 AM Mass on
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 28 and at the 4 PM Mass on Saturday,
May 11.
Easter Egg Roll: The St. Francis of Assisi K of C will host their annual
Easter Egg Roll on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 28, following the 10:30
AM Mass (around 11:30 AM), on the church grounds (rain location is
upstairs in the St. Francis Social Center). This FREE event is for ages 8
and under. Children are invited to bring their own baskets to enjoy a
hop through the grass to music, collecting from more than 1000
colorful eggs filled with delicious surprises. The Easter Bunny will be
available to visit and take free pictures with the children during the
event. The pictures will be available for pick-up the following
weekend. Don't miss out on this great event in celebration of the
Easter Season!
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Prayer shawls are available at the parish
office. If you know someone who is seriously ill or grieving a loss;
someone who might like to know that our community is praying for
them; or someone who would like to snuggle up in a shawl for
comfort, prayer shawls are available to take to your friend or loved
one. Call Bonnie Miller at 253-2293.
Bereavement Group - Open to all, this is a place where you are not
alone. This group meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month at 6
PM in the Tovet Room. Our next meeting is April 22. This is a caring,
free, non-judgmental group in a confidential setting where you are
welcome; where you can belong and where you can help others.
The Men of St. Joseph is a group of Catholic men dedicated to
being the spiritual leaders of their families. The Men of St. Joseph
aim to emulate St. Joseph and support each other as witnesses for
Jesus Christ in daily life. It is a spiritual enrichment group, for men to
gather together to break open the Word and share how it relates to
everyday lives in today’s world. They meet every Wednesday from
7:30 to 8:30 PM in the Parish Office Conference Room. If you are
feeling that the Holy Spirit is calling you to find out more please
contact John Rakouskas at john5star@hotmail.com or Steve Corbin
at gmsteve512@gmail.com.
Women of Grace: Our new program “Signs of Life” by Scott Hahn
will begin Tuesday, April 23 at 6:30 PM in the Tovet Room. We invite
women of all ages to join us. For more information, call Rita at 774200-6464 or Kathy at 323-8592.
Take and Eat, Feed the Hungry, Visit the Sick: Take and Eat is a
program of volunteers who prepare and deliver nourishing meals
and pay a short visit to home bound parishioners. This is done on
the 2nd and 4th weekends of the month. It is run entirely by
volunteers and your donations. If you would like to donate, please
just drop a check in the weekend collection with “Take & Eat” in the
memo. To volunteer or for more info contact Michelle at 323-7959.

April 21, 2019

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line
Please pray for all of the intentions on our long list of requests for
prayers on the prayer line, for the sick and dying, the imprisoned and
all those in need of spiritual, emotional, physical and/or financial
support and healing. Especially please pray:
For complete healing for a man after having a brain tumor removed,
for strength to undergo the chemo and radiation and for his family.
In thanksgiving for a man with improvement of breathing problems.
For a woman, for proper diagnosis, treatment and healing from
migraines.
For Michelle B., for successful surgery.
For a woman, for complete healing from back surgery.
For estranged families, for healing and reconciliation.
In thanksgiving for all God’s graces and answers to the requests of
the prayer line.
If you would like to have the prayer line members pray for you or a
loved one, please contact Gloria Cartelli at 323-7400; the parish office
at 323-6272 x1 or francisatbtown@gmail.com. To go through the
website click Liturgy and Prayer, then Prayer, then on Prayer line. The
website is http://www.stfrancisbelchertown.com.
Consider Adoration: “Good friends find pleasure in one another’s

company. Let us know pleasure in the company of our best Friend, a
Friend who can do everything for us, a Friend who loves us beyond
measure. Here in the Blessed Sacrament we can talk to Him straight
from the heart.” - St Alphonsus de Liguori. Please consult the previous
page of this bulletin for a schedule of Adoration hours. There are
several hours available and permanent adorers and subs are always
needed.
Marian Consecration: “From Mary we learn to surrender to God's
Will in all things. From Mary we learn to trust even when all hope
seems gone. From Mary we learn to love Christ her Son and the Son
of God!” - St. John Paul II. Have you considered consecrating yourself
to Mary? Or wondered what consecration to Mary is all about? The
Woman of Grace group will be sponsoring a program, beginning in
late May, for anyone in the parish to find out more about
consecration to Mary or to renew their consecration vow. Keep your
eye on the bulletin for more details coming soon.
Featured CD Title on Kiosk: Three days that changed the world - Fr.
Perez brings us alongside Jesus in the final hours of His public
ministry as He brings to fulfillment the very purpose His Incarnation,
the salvation of all mankind. Fr. Perez's detailed insights of those last
three days offer a moving look into the loving heart of the Messiah
and detailed descriptions of His intense emotional and physical
sufferings as they really were. With this knowledge, our hearts can
only love Him more.
Featured Formed Program: I Thirst - Mother Teresa was known for
her work with the poor, but what was the heart of her message? Jayd
Henricks and Dr. Christopher Blum, Academic Dean and Professor of
the Augustine Institute discuss I Thirst: 40 Days with Mother Teresa, a
new devotional from the Augustine Institute in this exclusive
FORMED Live event.

Go to Formed.org. Type in this parish code 42CFV7.
And enjoy full access to life changing content.

Beers & Story Funeral Homes

Wendy Story &
Marc Gaudreau
Landscape Design &
Construction Unique
Garden Center
Palmer MA 413-283-4900
fivestargardens.com
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Belchertown – South Hadley – Palmer
323-6961
533-4400
283-9061

www.beersandstory.com

AMHERST SELF STORAGE
1270 Federal St., Belchertown, MA
7 Day Access • Security Gate
Pallets
Included • Unitls of all Sizes
Katarzyna Babinski, O.D.
Lock Check • Security Camera
Comprehensive Optometry
Contact Lenses
200 Center St • Ludlow, MA 01056
p (413) 583-3600 • F (413) 589-0783

P.O. Box 389, Hadley, MA
T: 413-253-8137 • F: 413-549-9389
AmherstSelfStorage.com

Deluxe Limousine Service
“For People Who Are Going Places.”

413-821-0069
www.deluxelimo.com

(413) 547-0300
Providing Exceptional and Affordable
Orthodontics To All Ages for Over 25 Years!
733 Chapin Street, Suite 300
Ludlow MA 01056
www.feeneyorthodontics.com

Christopher Heights
offers an affordable
assisted living

Christopher Heights of Belchertown - NOW OPEN!
99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA

For information and tour about our community, call Lorna Stone at 413-323-5500
www.christopherheights.com

St. Francis of Assisi
stfrancisbelchertown.weshareonline.org

St. Francis, Belchertown, MA

03-0096

Nelson I. Garrow & Sons, PTNSH
LAW OFFICES OF
Landscaping Site Work
RICHARD H. MAYNARD, PC
Storm Clean-up and Stump Removal
Site, Yard and Metal Clean-up
Traprock & Gravel Driveway Repair
Septic Systems Installed, Drainage Work
Brush Mowing & Retaining Walls, Loam,
Fill, Gravel, Traprock, Stone Walls, Boulders
Decorative Wood Chips & Mulch

413-323-5578

Little Friends Child Care Center
Full Day Programs, Morning Preschool
and Before and After School

Caring for children
1-year to 9 years old
(413) 323-8447

RICHARD H. MAYNARD
Attorney At Law

Tel. (413) 323-8800 • Fax: (413) 323-8799

E-mail: maynardlaw@maynardlawpc.com

35 Bridge Street • P.O. Box 162
Belchertown, MA 01007
www.maynardlawpc.com

E-mail: LittleFriends39@aol.com
58 Daniel Shays Highway
P.O. Box 1175
Belchertown, MA 01007
www.littlefriends39.com
Betsy Sawyer, Director/Owner
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Orchard Hill
EQUIPMENT
TRAILER SALES
Rt 9, Belchertown, MA

Ray Haluch, Inc.
1014 Center St., Ludlow, MA 01056

413-583-6508

AND EQUIPMENT REPAIR
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Where good friends...
good times and
hearty laughter are
always welcome!!!

413-253-5456

www.orchardhillsales.com

413-323-6420

19 N. Main St.
Belchertown, Mass.

eldridgeexcavation@gmail.com
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GENERAL REPAIRS
3 Amherst Road
Belchertown
323-5051

FOOD • FUN • BEVERAGES
ALL MASS LOTTERY
Belchertown, MA

413-374-3028
MARC ELDRIDGE
EXCAVATION

Tilton
Automotive

Celebrating

45 Years

FREE
ESTIMATES

#1 REPLACEMENT BATTERY IN USA

Lot Clearing / Site Work • Foundations
Culverts & Water Drainage • Brush Mowing
On-Site Equipment Repair • Welding

323-9611 / 800-894-9591

We buy and recycle junk batteries
230 Chauncey Walker St., Belchertown

Licensed and Insured - Will Travel

www.bellandhudson.com

413-323-5987

Owner: Mike McKenzie

AJ’S AUTO BODY

Ma. Masters
Lic. #15648A

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

Collision Specialist
State Of The Art Down Draft Spray Booth
Frame & Unibody Repair
Computerized Paint Matching
Insurance Approved • Glass Replaced
Licensed Appraiser • FREE ESTIMATES

413-467-2533
Fully Insured

Reg. Shop 3199
39 W State Street
Granby, Mass

(413) 213-0770

Serving the Belchertown area with 30 years

of expert electrical service and knowledge.

(413) 283-6403
NESCO SALES INC.
Contact Kathleen Zechello to place an ad today!
kzechello@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6415

AUTO BODY REPAIRS
91 State Street, Bondsville, MA

www.nescoautobody.com
Kevin N. Comstock

RS#1688

MARBL Chocolates

Gifts and Favors for
Weddings & Showers,
Business Events or
Any Occasion

Call 413-813-5347

info@marblchocolates.com
MARBL Chocolates on

TownMART

“Where Friends and Neighbors Meet”
JUNCTION RT. 202 & 9 • BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-7449
Mon-Fri 5am-11pm • Sat & Sun 6am-11pm
Milk • Beer • Wine • Lottery • Tobacco • Propane Exchange

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Francis, Belchertown, MA

03-0096

