St. Francis of Assisi Parish
24 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA
Pastor: Fr. Jack Sheaffer
Pastoral Minister: Mr. Paul Vanasse
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 612, Belchertown, MA 01007-0612
Phone & Fax: (413) 323-6272
Email: francisatbtown@gmail.com
Website: www.stfrancisbelchertown.com
Schedule of Masses:

X Sunday 8 AM, 10:30 AM X Monday - Thursday 8 AM
Holy Day Masses: Consult the weekly Mass schedule
Reconciliation: Consult the weekly Mass schedule, or by appointment

Saturday 4 PM

Mother’s Day Prayer
Loving God,
as a mother gives life
and nourishment to her children,
so you watch over your Church.
Bless our mother.
Let the example of her faith
and love shine forth.
Grant that we, her family,
may honor her always
with a spirit of profound respect.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 12, 2019

Bulletin: Copy deadline is Monday at 10 AM. Copy must be submitted in writing to: EditorStFran@gmail.com

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, May 11, 2019 VIGIL: Fourth Sunday of Easter
3:00 PM
Reconciliation
4:00 PM
U Carol Laszczyk req. by Marion
SUNDAY, May 12, 2019 Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Theresa Wolejko req. by the Hurst family
10:30 AM
U Tekla Ziemian req. by Wesley & Ann Nowak
MONDAY, May 13, 2019
8:00 AM
U Joseph Czapla req. by Bob & Kay Williams
TUESDAY, May 14, 2019
8:00 AM
U Fr. Vernon Decoteau req. by the Akins family
WEDNESDAY, May 15, 2019
8:00 AM
U Theresa G. Murphy req. by John & Justine
Holdsworth
THURSDAY, May 16, 2019
8:00 AM
U Louis Pisano req. by Louise Christ
FRIDAY, May 17, 2019
8:00 AM
No Mass
SATURDAY, May 18, 2019 VIGIL: Fifth Sunday of Easter
3:00 PM
Reconciliation
4:00 PM
U Herbert Squires, Mildred & Gaspar DeSantis req. by
Bruce Jenks & family
SUNDAY, May 19, 2019 Fifth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
U Joseph Czapla req. by Diane & Tony Ricchiazzi
10:30 AM
U Gary Racicot req. by Brooke Ernest

Jesus said: “My sheep hear My voice; I know them,
and they follow Me. I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish.
No one can take them out of My hand.
My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all,
and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand.
The Father and I are one.”
Jn 10:27-30

Scripture Readings for May 18-19, 2019
Acts 14:21-27/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35
Who will shepherd God’s people? Pray that good
leaders, filled with joy and the Holy Spirit, will
serve our Church. (Acts 13:14, 43-52) If you think
God could be calling you to a Church vocation, email Fr. Matt or Fr.
Michael at vocations@diospringfield.org and/or visit our website at
www.myvocation.com.
Please pray that we, the People of God, may listen intently to the
call of the Good Shepherd.
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed daily after morning Mass in
the Adoration Chapel. Please join us! Our prayer intention is for
holy priests.

BELCHERTOWN
St. Francis of Assisi Traditions: St. Francis of Assisi is a young
vibrant parish with many activities and traditions that encourage
and strengthen our sense of community. In order to continue these
traditions many volunteers are needed. One of our most successful
traditions/fundraisers is the Annual Tag Sale. People from
surrounding communities look forward to and come to shop at our
tag sale. Not only does it raise money for the parish, it promotes
cooperation and camaraderie among the volunteers. We hope to
continue this event: the common is reserved; Michaels has a deposit
for the tents; and many volunteers come back year after year to
help; but, leadership is needed. We are hopeful a committee of
several people will join together to coordinate the efforts of the
many volunteers willing to help. Please prayerfully consider offering
your time and efforts to this event. For more information, please call
Louise at 323-6272 x1.
M&M’s to Support NCYC - The teens attending the National
Catholic Youth Conference, this November in Indianapolis, are
asking for your continuing support to help them reach their
fundraising goal. This four day pilgrimage of encountering Christ,
faith sharing, prayer, and learning, costs approximately $1,000 per
person. The teens will be passing out M&M tubes this weekend
after all Masses. Please take a tube of M&M’s home and enjoy
them. Once the tube is empty, you will notice that quarters fit easily
inside. Each tube holds about $10 in quarters, which would be a
wonderful donation to the NCYC teens in our parish. Please return
the tubes with your donations next weekend after Mass. Thank you
for all your support and prayers. God bless you!
Our Parish Cash Raffle totaling $1,000 in Cash Prizes will benefit
the building fund. Parish families should have received their annual
raffle tickets in the mail and more tickets are available in the
gathering space after Masses or at the office. Tickets and donations
can be mailed or dropped off at the parish office until Friday, May
17 or put in the collection basket at Masses through this weekend.

Envelopes put in the basket after May 12 will not be included in the
drawing! The winning tickets will be drawn Sunday, May 19 after the
10:30 Mass. Thank you for your participation and good luck!
Thank You Bulletin Supporters. Liturgical Publications publishes,
prints and delivers the bulletins for us. There is no charge to the
parish for this service: the bulletin is financed by proceeds from the
ads. In addition, LPI donates $1,000 a year to the parish. Thank you
to the merchants who purchase ads and thank you to parishioners
who patronize these establishments. Please remember to mention
that you saw the ad in St. Francis’ bulletin! To purchase an ad or for
more information, please call Kathy Zechello directly at 774-2459057.
The 17th Annual Diocesan Wide Eucharistic Rosary Procession
will be held on Sunday, June 9 from 1-4 PM (rain or shine) at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Church, 99 King Street, Northampton.
The guest speaker will be Fr. Chris Alar, MIC. Priests will be available
for confession. We will begin at 2 PM with a Consecration to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus, followed
by a Rosary procession through the streets of Northampton,
returning to the church for the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and
Adoration and Benediction of The Blessed Sacrament. A reception
will follow at 10 Hawley Street, Northampton. For information or if
you would like to help with this event, visit www.eucharistic
processionnorthampton.net or call George or Brenda at 221-4372.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Weekly Stewardship
The Weekend Collection for May 4-5 was ...............................$9,163.19
The Weekly Average since July 1, 2018 is .................................... 7,145.34
Mortgage & Expansion Collection for May 1-5 was .............. 3,825.50
Monthly Mortgage Payment is ........................................................ 6,000.00

Thank you for your generous response to the needs
of our parish. Please remember that we rely on your
commitment of weekly stewardship.

A

doration of the Blessed Sacrament:

The
hours for the adoration chapel are: MondayWednesday, following the 8 AM Mass to 10 PM; Thursday,
4 PM-10 PM; and Friday, 8 AM-6 PM. Come spend an hour
with the Blessed Sacrament. Take time to sit with Our Lord
and feel the peace that only He can give us. He is exposed
in the monstrance for adoration, to listen, guide, comfort and heal
us. Would you consider being a substitute for our regular adorers?
Permanent adorers are needed for the following hours: Monday 9-10
AM; Tuesday 5-6 PM, 6-7 PM, 7-8 PM, & 8-9 PM; Wednesday noon
to 1 PM & 8-9 PM; Thursday 5-6 PM, 6-7 PM, & 7-8 PM; and Friday 2
-3 PM, 3-4 PM & 5-6 PM. For more information or to volunteer
please call Maureen Paul at 323-6836, Ann Marie Mohan at 2130648 or Debby Bowen at 323-7080.
To Adorers: Please try to arrive for your hour on time, out of
consideration for the adorer that you are relieving. The chapel is
closed and there is no adoration on holidays and days with
inclement weather. Please always call ahead to be sure the chapel is
open: 323-6272 x6.
Pro-Life Corner - From Conception to Natural
Death: The "fetus" - human life or not? From the
moment of conception, the unborn fetus is not simple,
but very complex. The newly fertilized egg contains a staggering
amount of genetic information, sufficient to control the individual's
growth and development for an entire lifetime. The key word is
development. Like a toddler or adolescent, the term fetus does not
refer to "non-humans," but to humans at a particular stage of
development. It is scientifically inaccurate and untrue to say a fetus is
not a human being simply because he or she is at an earlier stage of
development than an infant. Being inside something is not the same
as being part of something. The mother and the unborn child are
two separate individuals and half the time, they are not even the
same sex! The child has its own DNA, fingerprints and blood type,
distinct from the mother's. The unborn child even takes an active
role in his or her own development, even controlling the course of
the pregnancy and the time of birth. - pro-lifearticles.org
The Food Pantry is in need of instant pudding, jello, and canned
tuna. Thank you for your generous response to our needs as we
serve the needs of the community throughout the year. Please leave

Food Pantry donations in the baskets found in the entryway of the
church, before the gathering space.
The Knights of Columbus St. Francis of Assisi Council 10698’s
information and monthly newsletter is available on the parish
website: http://www.stfrancisbelchertown.com/knights-of-columbus.
Now available for St. Francis parishioners.
Visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com,
then click on “Online Giving.”

B

rick Corner – We would like to thank the
parishioners who have “purchased a brick” for
the building of our new parish complex, either in their
name or in the name of a loved one. Thank you for
your support and please remind your friends that they,
also, can “buy a brick.” They are $10 each.
Teen Bible Chat: If you are a teen, we invite you to join us to learn
about and discuss the faith. Pizza or subs are provided. We meet
regularly on the 2nd Sunday of the month from 11:45 AM-1:15 PM in
the Tovet Room. Join us this Sunday.
Consecration to Mary - If you have never consecrated yourself to
Mary or if you would like to renew your consecration, you are invited
to take part in this five week program: 33 Days to Morning Glory by
Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC. This parish-wide retreat begins on Sunday,
May 26 and will culminate with Consecration to Mary on the Feast of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary on Saturday, June 29 during the 4 PM
Mass. There are three ways to prepare for consecration: 1) Read the
book and do the retreat privately; 2) Watch the videos on
Formed.org and read the book to do the retreat privately; or 3) View
the videos at church on Sundays, May 26 and June 2, 9, 16, and 23 at
2 PM and read the book to do the retreat privately. A limited number
of books are available on the kiosk for $5 each. To access the videos
on Formed.org, enter the parish code 42CFV7 and create your own
log-in. The videos run about 40 min. This event is sponsored by the
Women of Grace.

Bereavement Group - Open to all, this is a place where you are not
alone. This group meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month at 6
PM in the Tovet Room. Our next meeting is May 13 This is a caring,
free, non-judgmental group in a confidential setting where you are
welcome; where you can belong and where you can help others.
Mats for the Homeless is a ministry which makes sleeping mats for
the homeless in the Diocese. Parishioners of almost any age can help
in either making the “plarn” (plastic yarn) out of plastic grocery bags
or crocheting them together to make mats. We are also looking for
donations of any plastic shopping bags you may have collected at
home. If you are interested in participating in this ministry, we meet
on the 2nd & 4th Monday of the month from 5:30-7 PM in the Social
Center. For more information contact Becky Walton at 345-1757.
Order of Franciscan Seculars - If the life of St. Francis of Assisi
inspires you, please join the gathering of professed Secular
Franciscans, candidates, and inquirers on Wednesday, May 15 at 6:30
PM in the Pine Room. All men and women are welcome to meet us
and learn to live the gospel life in the footsteps of St. Francis of
Assisi. For more information, call Pat Skaza, OFS at 213-0592 or
Kathy Ricardi, OFS at 323-9023.
Women of Grace will meet Tuesday, May 14 at 6:30 PM in the Tovet
Room. We are discussing Signs of Life: 20 Catholic Customs and
Their Biblical Roots by Scott Hahn. We invite women of all ages to
join us. For more information, call Rita at 774-200-6464 or Kathy at
323-8592.
The St. Francis Vocation Cross: Please consider welcoming our
parish Vocation Cross as a guest into your home for one week and
praying for an increase in religious vocations. The sign-up book is
located in the church gathering space to the left of Fr. Jack’s room.

May 12, 2019

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line
Please pray for all of the intentions on our long list of requests for
prayers on the prayer line, for the sick and dying, the imprisoned and
all those in need of spiritual, emotional, physical and/or financial
support and healing. Especially please pray:
For Allyne who is suffering with severe depression after a leg
amputation, for healing of mind and body.
For Raymond, for a good diagnosis and healing.
For Pete, for healing.
For Brittany, for good medical test results and a continued remission.
For successful back surgery 4/24, relief of pain and strength for a
gentleman with a degenerative disk condition.
For D. P. who has been diagnosed with Parkinson's.
For Frank G., for proper diagnosis, healing and comfort.
In thanksgiving for the life of Marjorie Lacharite. Please pray for the
repose of her soul and for her family and friends in their
bereavement.
In thanksgiving for all God’s graces and answers to the requests of
the prayer line.
If you would like to have the prayer line members pray for you or a
loved one, please contact Gloria Cartelli at 323-7400; the parish office
at 323-6272 x1 or francisatbtown@gmail.com. To go through the
website click Liturgy and Prayer, then Prayer, then on Prayer line. The
website is http://www.stfrancisbelchertown.com.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry reaches out with loving warmth to
bereaved or seriously ill people. We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. The next meeting is May 14, at 11 AM, in the Tovet Room. If
you know of someone who is ill or is mourning the loss of a loved
one and would appreciate prayer support and the gift of a
homemade shawl, please call Bonnie Miller at 253-2293.
Sacred Relics - Interested in learning about the relics of the saints?
The Family and Community Life Committee will be presenting a DVD
highlighting the importance of relics throughout the history of the
church on Sunday, May 19 at 2 PM, at St. Stanislaus Basilica (lower
level), 566 Front Street, Chicopee. This DVD features Fr. Carlos
Martins, a renowned expert and international traveler. You will also
be able to view the reliquaries of the Basilica including St. Francis, St.
Anthony and St. Therese among many others. Please call Paula Piela
at 594-6337 with any questions.
Electronic and Appliance Recycle Day: Bring your unwanted
electronics, appliances or bicycles to St. Mary’s School parking lot, off
of South Street in Ware, on May 25 (rain or shine), between 9 AM -2
PM. Fees apply; cash or personal checks are accepted.
Lighthouse Kiosk - Great Catholic Resources! Your donations of $4
for CDs and $5 for books allow us to maintain the kiosk with
materials. Thank you for supporting the Kiosk.
Featured Formed Program: Forgiven explores the grace and healing
offered in Confession and shows how this sacrament of mercy reveals
the depth and bounty of God’s love. By looking at God’s revelation of
His mercy in Scripture and making a step-by-step examination of the
Rite itself, Forgiven communicates God’s invitation to each one of us
to come experience His indescribable love in Confession.
Go to Formed.org.
Type in this parish code 42CFV7.
And enjoy full access to life changing content.

Beers & Story Funeral Homes

Wendy Story &
Marc Gaudreau
Landscape Design &
Construction Unique
Garden Center
Palmer MA 413-283-4900
fivestargardens.com
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Belchertown – South Hadley – Palmer
323-6961
533-4400
283-9061

www.beersandstory.com

AMHERST SELF STORAGE
1270 Federal St., Belchertown, MA
7 Day Access • Security Gate
Pallets
Included • Unitls of all Sizes
Katarzyna Babinski, O.D.
Lock Check • Security Camera
Comprehensive Optometry
Contact Lenses
200 Center St • Ludlow, MA 01056
p (413) 583-3600 • F (413) 589-0783

P.O. Box 389, Hadley, MA
T: 413-253-8137 • F: 413-549-9389
AmherstSelfStorage.com

Deluxe Limousine Service
“For People Who Are Going Places.”

413-821-0069
www.deluxelimo.com

(413) 547-0300
Providing Exceptional and Affordable
Orthodontics To All Ages for Over 25 Years!
733 Chapin Street, Suite 300
Ludlow MA 01056
www.feeneyorthodontics.com

Christopher Heights
offers an affordable
assisted living

Christopher Heights of Belchertown - NOW OPEN!
99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA

For information and tour about our community, call Lorna Stone at 413-323-5500
www.christopherheights.com

St. Francis of Assisi
stfrancisbelchertown.weshareonline.org

St. Francis, Belchertown, MA

03-0096

Nelson I. Garrow & Sons, PTNSH
LAW OFFICES OF
Landscaping Site Work
RICHARD H. MAYNARD, PC
Storm Clean-up and Stump Removal
Site, Yard and Metal Clean-up
Traprock & Gravel Driveway Repair
Septic Systems Installed, Drainage Work
Brush Mowing & Retaining Walls, Loam,
Fill, Gravel, Traprock, Stone Walls, Boulders
Decorative Wood Chips & Mulch

413-323-5578

Little Friends Child Care Center
Full Day Programs, Morning Preschool
and Before and After School

Caring for children
1-year to 9 years old
(413) 323-8447

RICHARD H. MAYNARD
Attorney At Law

Tel. (413) 323-8800 • Fax: (413) 323-8799

E-mail: maynardlaw@maynardlawpc.com

35 Bridge Street • P.O. Box 162
Belchertown, MA 01007
www.maynardlawpc.com

E-mail: LittleFriends39@aol.com
58 Daniel Shays Highway
P.O. Box 1175
Belchertown, MA 01007
www.littlefriends39.com
Betsy Sawyer, Director/Owner

257 Kendall Street
Ludlow, Massachusetts 01056

&

(413) 583-6574

Orchard Hill
EQUIPMENT
TRAILER SALES
Rt 9, Belchertown, MA

LUDLOW FAMILY DENTISTRY
Dr. Frank J. Mitera • Dr. Timothy J. Young • Dr. Michelle D. Roberts
Eve. & Sat. Appointments Available

www.ludlowfamilydentistrypc.com

Ray Haluch, Inc.
1014 Center St., Ludlow, MA 01056

413-583-6508

AND EQUIPMENT REPAIR
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Where good friends...
good times and
hearty laughter are
always welcome!!!

413-253-5456

www.orchardhillsales.com

413-323-6420

19 N. Main St.
Belchertown, Mass.

eldridgeexcavation@gmail.com
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GENERAL REPAIRS
3 Amherst Road
Belchertown
323-5051

FOOD • FUN • BEVERAGES
ALL MASS LOTTERY
Belchertown, MA

413-374-3028
MARC ELDRIDGE
EXCAVATION

Tilton
Automotive

Celebrating

45 Years

FREE
ESTIMATES

#1 REPLACEMENT BATTERY IN USA

Lot Clearing / Site Work • Foundations
Culverts & Water Drainage • Brush Mowing
On-Site Equipment Repair • Welding

323-9611 / 800-894-9591

We buy and recycle junk batteries
230 Chauncey Walker St., Belchertown

Licensed and Insured - Will Travel

www.bellandhudson.com

413-323-5987

Owner: Mike McKenzie

AJ’S AUTO BODY

Ma. Masters
Lic. #15648A

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

Collision Specialist
State Of The Art Down Draft Spray Booth
Frame & Unibody Repair
Computerized Paint Matching
Insurance Approved • Glass Replaced
Licensed Appraiser • FREE ESTIMATES

413-467-2533
Fully Insured

Reg. Shop 3199
39 W State Street
Granby, Mass

(413) 213-0770

Serving the Belchertown area with 30 years

of expert electrical service and knowledge.

(413) 283-6403
NESCO SALES INC.
Contact Kathleen Zechello to place an ad today!
kzechello@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6415

AUTO BODY REPAIRS
91 State Street, Bondsville, MA

www.nescoautobody.com
Kevin N. Comstock

RS#1688

MARBL Chocolates

Gifts and Favors for
Weddings & Showers,
Business Events or
Any Occasion

Call 413-813-5347

info@marblchocolates.com
MARBL Chocolates on

TownMART

“Where Friends and Neighbors Meet”
JUNCTION RT. 202 & 9 • BELCHERTOWN, MA • 413-323-7449
Mon-Fri 5am-11pm • Sat & Sun 6am-11pm
Milk • Beer • Wine • Lottery • Tobacco • Propane Exchange

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Francis, Belchertown, MA

03-0096

