St. Francis of Assisi Parish

24 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA

Pastor: Fr. Jack Sheaffer
Pastoral Minister: Mr. Paul Vanasse

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 612, Belchertown, MA 01007-0612

Phone & Fax: (413) 323-6272
Email: francisatbtown@gmail.com o
Website: www.stfrancisbelchertown.com B8 Facebook |

Schedule of Masses:
Saturday 4 PM "X Sunday 8 AM, 10:30 AM "X Monday - Thursday 8 AM
Holy Day Masses: Consult the weekly Mass schedule
Reconciliation: Consult the weekly Mass schedule, or by appointment

Welcome
New members are most welcome! For more information
or to register please call the office 323-6272 x1.

Sacramental Preparation
Sacramental preparation is done as part of our
Generations of Faith religious education program.
First Communion requires participation in grades 1 & 2.
Confirmation requires participation in grades 9, 10, & 11.

Baptism
A Baptism preparation class for parents and godparents
is held on a monthly basis and class size is limited.
You must register with the office and you are encouraged
to attend the class prior to the birth of your baby.
Please call the office to make arrangements.

Marriage
Please make arrangements at least one year in advance
to allow for adequate preparation.

Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)
Adults looking to complete their sacraments or those looking to
enter the Catholic church should contact the RCIA Coordinator.

Parish Staff
Office Manager.......... Mrs. Louise Christ

Maintenance Supervisor........... Mr. Tom Curto
Director of Religious Ed.......... Dr. Carolyn Vogt Groves
High School Coordinator............ Ms. Melissa Hurst
First Penance/Communion.......... Mrs. Linda Racicot
RCIA Coordinator.......... Mrs. Judy Trickey
Finance Committee Chair.......... Mrs. Justine Holdsworth
Parish Child Advocate.......... Mrs. Judy Trickey - (413) 253-7783 Pentecost Sunday

Personal Resource for Child Protection: J
une 9, 2019
http://diospringfield.org/Ministries/child-youth-protection/

Bulletin: Copy deadline is Monday at 10 AM. Copy must be submitted in writing to: EditorStFran@gmail.com



ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

BELCHERTOWN

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, June 8, 2019 VIGIL: Pentecost Sunday

8:00 AM ¥ The souls in Purgatory req. by Mary Yando
3:00 PM  Reconciliation
4:.00 PM T Mildred & Gaspar DeSantis & Herbert Squires

reg. by David Squires and family
SUNDAY, June 9, 2019 Pentecost Sunday

8:00 AM ¥ James Rushford & Rebecca Rushford Dion req.
by Rachelle Rushford
10:30 AM ¥ Michael Lee req. by Anna Lipinski

MONDAY, June 10, 2019
8:00 AM T Charles T. Scherpa, 62" ann,, req. by Charles &
Kathy Scherpa

TUESDAY, June 11, 2019

8:00 AM ¥ Fr. Vernon Decoteau req. by Rita Gallagher
WEDNESDAY, June 12, 2019

8:00 AM  + Paul Durocher req. by Colleen & Martha Duroshea
THURSDAY, June 13, 2019

8:00 AM Patrick McCourt req. by Nena McCloud-Walker
FRIDAY, June 14, 2019

8:00 AM  No Mass
SATURDAY, June 15, 2019 VIGIL: The Most Holy Trinity

3:00 PM  Reconciliation

4:.00 PM T Stella & Michael Pitoniak req. by Marion
SUNDAY, June 16, 2019 The Most Holy Trinity

8:00 AM % Marion Viglione, 16" ann,, req. by the family
10:30 AM Stanley Olearcryk req. by Ann & Wesley Nowak

Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them,
"Peace be with you." When He had said this,
He showed them His hands and His side.
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent Me, so I send you." And when He had said this,
He breathed on them and said to them,
"Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive
are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”
Jn 20:19-23

Scripture Readings for June 15-16, 2019
Prv 822-31/Rom 5:1-5/Jn 16:12-15

P-P.[,.,H LF .. The disciples of Jesus made bold proclamations
V 'l'l through the promptings of the Spirit. What is

CAILarS Spirit prompting you to do? Be courageous
and act on it! (Acts 2:7-77) If you think God could be calling you to
a Church vocation, email Fr. Matt or Fr. Michael at vocations@
diospringfield.org and/or visit our website at www.myvocation.com.
Please pray that through us the Spirit will renew the face of the

earth.
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From Our Pastor. ..

Dear Parishioners,

This weekend we welcome Seminarian Felipe Duarte
who will be with us for the months of June and July for
his summer pastoral assignment. Felipe is a native of
Brazil and has studied for the priesthood both in Brazil
and here in the United States. I look forward to
working with Felipe during the next several weeks and
I pray that his time here will be a positive experience for him in his
preparation for ordained ministry.

I hope everyone has a great week! God Bless.

I Wf

The Parish Census and Survey Forms Have Been Mailed Out. In
an effort to update the parish’'s database, the Pastoral Council is
reaching out to all families / members of the parish. Original
registration information may no longer be accurate; i.e. families
move, cell phones replace land lines, etc. Included in this mailing is a
time and talent survey that offers information about parish activities
and volunteer opportunities for consideration. This survey
demonstrates how vital and active the parish is; how volunteering
can help continue the parish'’s vitality; and lists many opportunities
to be active in the life of the parish. The results of this survey will
help gauge the scope of volunteers in the parish as the council plans
for the future. Please prayerfully consider the ways you can
contribute your time and talent to the parish and its mission. We
earnestly request that each parish family complete the brief census
and survey forms and return them to the parish office as soon as
possible. No reply will indicate that a family / member is no longer
part of the parish and will be deleted from the parish’s database.
Thank you, in advance for your effort and cooperation. If you did not
receive a census and survey in the mail, please contact the parish
office at 323-6272 x1.

Fr. Dennis Skowera’s First Mass: Seminarian Dennis Skowera was
here at St. Francis during the summer of 2015. Dennis was ordained
on Saturday, June 1, at St. Michael's Cathedral. Fr. Dennis will be
visiting with us and saying a First Mass at 10:30 AM, next Sunday,
June 16. After Mass, there will be an opportunity for a “first blessing”
and light refreshments will be served. When a priest celebrates a
First Mass after ordination there is an opportunity for a special grace
from his “first blessing.” These blessings are customarily given when
First Masses are celebrated, but they may be given up to a full year
after ordination. After receiving the blessing, the faithful may kiss
the palms of the newly ordained priest in recognition of the sacred
character of his priesthood and of the hands that now hold the
Eucharist and confer the Sacraments.

The Food Pantry is in need of cereal, canned vegetables, jams and
canned fruit. Thank you for your generous response to our needs as
we serve the needs of the community throughout the year. Please
leave Food Pantry donations in the baskets found in the entryway of
the church, before the gathering space.

The Men of St. Joseph is a spiritual enrichment group, for men to
gather together to break open the Word and share how it relates to
everyday lives in today's world. They meet every Wednesday from
7:30 to 8:30 PM in the Parish Office Conference Room. To find out
more, please contact John Rakouskas at john5star@hotmail.com or
Steve Corbin at gmsteve512@gmail.com.



PENTECOST SUNDAY

WeeRLly Stewardship

The Weekend Collection for June 1-2 Was ..o, $7,621.36
The Weekly Average since July 1, 2018 iS.....ccccccuuemerreerenmnccnenns 7,147.89

Mortgage & Expansion Collection for June 1-2 was ............. 2,649.00
Monthly Mortgage Payment is 6,000.00
The Ascension of the Lord Collection was.. ......cooeeveeeeecveeenane. 1,033.00

Thank you for your generous response to the needs
of our parish. Please remember that we rely on your
commitment of weekly stewardship.

doration of the Blessed Sacrament:
y hours for the adoration chapel are: Monday-
: Wednesday, following the 8 AM Mass to 10 PM; Thursday,
4 PM-10 PM; and Friday, 8 AM-6 PM. Come spend an hour
with the Blessed Sacrament. Take time to sit with Our Lord
# k} and feel the peace that only He can give us. He is exposed
in the monstrance for adoration, to listen, guide, comfort and heal
us. Would you consider being a substitute for our regular adorers?
Permanent adorers are needed for the following hours: Monday 9-10
AM; Tuesday 5-6 PM, 6-7 PM, 7-8 PM, & 8-9 PM; Wednesday noon
to 1 PM & 8-9 PM; Thursday 5-6 PM, 6-7 PM, & 7-8 PM; and Friday 2
-3 PM, 3-4 PM & 5-6 PM. For more information or to volunteer
please call Maureen Paul at 323-6836, Ann Marie Mohan at 213-
0648 or Debby Bowen at 323-7080.
To Adorers: Please try to arrive for your hour on time, out of
consideration for the adorer that you are relieving. The chapel is
closed and there is no adoration on holidays and days with
inclement weather. Please always call ahead to be sure the chapel is

open: 323-6272 x6.
u..__ W Death: An excerpt from a fathers' letter to his aborted
son: “This past weekend I did something I should have
done a very long time ago. I confessed to your death by abortion.
John, you would today be a young man of twenty, vibrant and alive.
By allowing your abortion I sinned against you and against God.
Forgive me John, for I did it for all the wrong reasons. The main
reason, John, was that I was afraid, afraid that the stress you would
have added to your Mother's life might ruin our new marriage. Yet
John, I know now how much you would have added to and enriched
my life and very likely the life of your Mother. John, I tried to justity
your death to convince myself that you were only a package of
tissue cells, no more perhaps than an egg is a full grown chicken. I
tried to convince myself that what had happened was right that in
destroying this tissue, I had saved my marriage. After all, I thought
we can always have more children later. John, from that night
onward I always had a "knot" in my stomach. Try as I might I could
not get you out of my mind completely. Perhaps that is the worst
kind of sin, my son, the kind that bothers a person so deeply.
Sometimes, when you come to mind, I would figure out how old
you'd have been, what you might be doing at that age.” -
www.priestsforlife.org.
Please pray for all those who have been touched by abortion,
especially for grieving fathers.

The

Pro-Life Corner - From Conception to Natural

Now available for St. Francis parishioners.
Visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com,
then click on “"Online Giving.”

Give Online

with
weshare

@ rick, Corner — We would like to thank the
parishioners who have “purchased a brick” for
the building of our new parish complex, either in their
name or in the name of a loved one. Thank you for
your support and please remind your friends that they,
also, can “buy a brick.” They are $10 each.

Parish Tag Sale: August 24 - Rain or Shine! It is time to start
thinking and planning the Annual Tag Sale, St. Francis' biggest
fundraiser of the year. This event will require many volunteers from
July 29, throughout the month of August, AND, especially on Friday
and Saturday, August 23 and 24. All are invited to attend an
organizational meeting on June 13, at 6:30 PM, in the Pine Room of
the Social Center. Come with suggestions & ideas. Please consider
giving of your time and talent to this event which not only raises
money for the St. Francis' building fund, but also builds a strong
sense of community among parishioners working together for this
common goal. Drop off dates for acceptable items are July 29
through August 19. Please do not deliver items before July 29. We
also need storage space in the weeks prior to the sale. Please call the
office if you have space to lend us or for more information about the
tag sale. 323-6272 x1.

Teen Bible Chat: If you are a teen, we invite you to join us to learn
about and discuss the faith. Pizza or subs are provided. We meet
regularly on the 2™ Sunday of the month from 11:45 AM-1:15 PM in
the Tovet Room. Join us this Sunday, June 9.

Order of Franciscan Seculars - If the life of St. Francis of Assisi
inspires you, please join the gathering of professed Secular
Franciscans, candidates, and inquirers on the 2™ Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 PM in the Pine Room. All men and women are
welcome to meet us and learn to live the gospel life in the footsteps
of St. Francis of Assisi. For more information, call Pat Skaza, OFS at
213-0592 or Kathy Ricardi, OFS at 323-9023. The next meeting is
Wednesday, June 12.

Summer Movies: On the following Wednesday nights at 7 PM and
Thursday mornings at 9:30 AM, the following movies will be shown
in the Tovet Room in lieu of Bible Study: June 12 & 13 - For Greater
Glory: The True Story of Cristiada (2072). In this exhilarating action
epic an impassioned group of men and women each make the
decision to risk it all for family, faith and the very future of their
country, as the film's adventure unfolds against the long-hidden,
true story of the 1920's Cristero War - the daring people’s revolt that
rocked 20™ century North America. June 19 & 20 - Gosnell: The
Trial of America's Biggest Serial Killer (2018). Kermit Gosnell was no
obvious criminal. The abortion doctor was a pillar of his community,
an advocate for women’'s “reproductive health,” and a respected
member of Philadelphia’s professional elite. The next film will be:
Quo Vadis.

Consecration to Mary - This parish-wide retreat 33 Days to Morning
Glory by Fr. Michael Gaitley began on Sunday, May 26 and will
culminate with the Consecration to Mary on the Feast of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary on Saturday, June 29 during the 4 PM
Mass. The Formed videos are being shown in the Tovet Room on
Sundays, 9, 16, and 23 at 2 PM. To access the videos on your own,
visit Formed.org, enter the parish code 42CFV7 and create your own

log-in. The videos run about 40 min. - Sponsored by the Women of
Grace.



June 9, 2019
Michael Sweeney Prayer Line

Please pray for all of the intentions on our long list of requests for
prayers on the prayer line, for the sick and dying, the imprisoned and
all those in need of spiritual, emotional, physical and/or financial
support and healing. Especially please pray:

For a man who has lost his family.

For a special healing intention for a family.

For a young man.

For the newly ordained priests of the Springfield Diocese.

For those who struggle with mental illness, for proper diagnosis, help
and healing.

For all those serving in the military and for their families.

In thanksgiving for the life of Barbara Whitney. Please pray for the
repose of her soul and for her family and friends in their
bereavement.

In thanksgiving for all God's graces and answers to the requests of
the prayer line.

If you would like to have the prayer line members pray for you or a
loved one, please contact Gloria Cartelli at 323-7400; the parish office
at 323-6272 x1 or francisatbtown@gmail.com. To go through the
website click Liturgy and Prayer, then Prayer, then on Prayer line. The
website is http://www.stfrancisbelchertown.com.

Christ the King Church in Ludlow will host it's Annual Picnic on
Sunday, June 23 from 12-8 PM. Featured will be homemade Polish
food, an American kitchen, a bake sale (with takeout of all foods
available), games, music and more. The picnic is open to the public.
Admission and parking are free. Bring your chairs and enjoy.

Summerfest 2019 will be held on Sunday, June 30 from 11:30 AM -
3 PM, at Holy Family Parish, 29 Sugarloaf Street, Deerfield. This event
is open to the public. Tickets are $10 for adults, no charge for
children 12 years and under. The price includes: 1 hot dog, 1
hamburger, chips, coleslaw, pickles and soda or water. Entertainment
will be provided by 7. J. & the Peppers and games for the children.

A Ham and Bean Dinner will be hosted by the Men's and Women'’s
Club at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Hall, 256 State Street,
Granby on June 22 at 5:30 PM. Parking is free. Access to the Parish
Hall is from the parking lot behind the church. Cost is $12 per person
and take out also available. Tickets can be purchased after mass, or
by calling the Immaculate Heart of Mary office at 467-9821.

Don't Delay, Register Today for the St. Catherine of Siena Summer
Program. The program will be held from July 8-12. Cost is $85 per
child ages 5-12. Registration is limited to 120 children and will be on
a first-come, first-served basis. Registration forms are available at the
St. Catherine of Siena Parish Office, Mon-Fri between 9 AM-3 PM or
by email request to parishoffice@stcatherine.us.

Featured Formed Program: forgiven: The Transforming Power of
Confession, explores the grace and healing offered in Confession and
shows how this sacrament of mercy reveals the depth and bounty of
God's love. By looking at God's revelation of his mercy in Scripture
and making a step-by-step examination of the Rite itself, Forgiven
communicates God's invitation to each one of us to come experience
his indescribable love in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Go to Formed.org.
F ® R IVI E D ‘ Type in this parish code 42CFV7.

THE CATHOLIC FA(TH. And enjoy full access to life changing content.

ON DEMAND.
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% % % % % Gardens

Quality - Beauty - Tranquility
Landscape Design & Construction
Unique Garden Center
Palmer MA 413-283-4900
fivestargardens.com

BEERs & STORY FUNERAL HOMES
Wendy Story &

Marc Gaudreau
Directors & Certified Celebrants

Burial « Cremation

oy Preplanning
BELCHERTOWN SOUTH HADLEY PALMER
323696 5334400 2839061

www.beersandstory.com

LUDLOW

EYE ASSOCIATES, FP.C.

KATARZYNA BABINSKI, O.D.
COMPREHENSIVE OPTOMETRY
CONTACT LENSES

200 CENTER ST * LUDLOW, MA 01056
P (413) 583-3600 - F (413) 589-0783

AMHERST SELF STORAGE
1270 Federal St., Belchertown, MA
7 Day Access * Security Gate
Pallets Included  Unitls of all Sizes
Lock Check ¢ Security Camera

P.0. Box 389, Hadley, MA
T: 413-253-8137 « F: 413-549-9389

AmherstSelfStorage.com

(I r. :
413-821-0069
celimolcomi!

Francis J. Feeney

D.M.D., M.DS.

Providing Exceptional and Affordable
Orthodontics To All Ages for Over 25 Years!

733 Chapin Street, Suite 300, Ludlow MA 01056
www.feeneyorthodontics.com

(413) 547-0300

3:$ Fmvisalign

Ivisalign oo

TONY & PENNY’S
CATERING & BANQUET
FACILITY
Off Site Catering Available
Weddings « Bereavement Gatherings
Rehearsal Dinners « Anniversary
Birthday « Memorial Luncheons
413-583-6351
18 Canterbury Street, Ludlow

JANISE FITZPATRICK
REALTOR®

Office 413-323-7295

Cell 413-219-2527

Jfitzpatrick@JonesRealtors.com

Jones Group Realtors
St 45 North Main Street
gieebeall Belchertown, MA

CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS

A AssisTeDn Livissg CoMMuNITY

Christopher Heights of Belchertown - NOW OPEN!
99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA
For information and tour of our community, call Lorna Stone at 413-323-5500

www.christopherheights.com

Theer . <1
A Gpeine Gl
413-323-4117
62 Turkey Hill Rd, Belchertown
Open 7 Vays a Week 11am-11pm

Fresh Otalian S OVVleditevianean Style Food
ofimenican Favorites

Christopher Heights
offers an affordable
assisted living

Deborah K. Robes
ATTORNEY AT LAW

413-323-9102

25 S. Main St., Belchertown
General Practice specializing in
Real Estate, Estate Planning & Business Law

(——
FOTNASRE ADVERTISE YOUR

c0R A LIMITED TIME

BUSINESS HERE

Contact Kathleen Zechello to place an ad today!
kzechello@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6415

o

St. Francis, Belchertown, MA

03-0096



