
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 612, Belchertown, MA 01007-0612 

Phone & Fax:  (413) 323-6272 

Email:  francisatbtown@gmail.com 

Website:  www.stfrancisbelchertown.com 

Business Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 9 AM - Noon, or by appointment 

Mass Times: Saturday 4 PM  ���Sunday 8 AM, 10:30 AM ���Monday - Thursday 8 AM�

Holy Day Masses:  Consult the weekly Mass schedule 

Reconciliation:  Consult the weekly Mass schedule, or by appointment 

 

Adoration Hours:  Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 AM - Noon, in the main church 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

24 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA 

� Pastor: Fr. David Darcy 

 Pastoral Minister: Mr. Paul Vanasse 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 20, 2020 

Bulletin:  Copy deadline is Monday at 10 AM.  Copy must be submitted in writing to:  EditorStFran@gmail.com 

Prayer to Love God above all Things 

God, my Father,  

may I love You  

in all things and above all things. 

 

May I reach the joy  

which You have prepared  

for me in Heaven. 

 

Nothing is good  

that is against Your Will, 

and all that is good  

comes from Your Hand. 

 

Place in my heart a desire  

to please You 

and fill my mind with  

thoughts of Your Love, 

so that I may  

grow in Your Wisdom  

and enjoy Your Peace. 

    Amen 
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SATURDAY,  September 19, 2020  Vigil: Twenty-Fifth Sunday 

  in Ordinary Time 

 3:00 PM Reconciliation 

 4:00 PM ��Jeanne Thibodeau req. by Marion Moreau 

SUNDAY,  September 20, 2020 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in 

  Ordinary Time 

 8:00 AM ��David Carle req. by the Drewniak family 

 10:30 AM ��Claire Cormier, 95

th

 birthday rem., req. by Dale 

   & Ann Johnson 

MONDAY,  September 21, 2020 

 8:00 AM  ��Lucille Lapointe req. by Sue Rogers 

TUESDAY,  September 22, 2020 

 8:00 AM ��Linda Tedone req. by Mary Ann Julian 

WEDNESDAY,  September 23, 2020 

 8:00 AM ��Maria DaCosta req. by the Christ family 

THURSDAY,  September 24, 2020 

 8:00 AM ��Frances Sheaffer req. by the Christ family 

FRIDAY,  September 25, 2020 

 8:00 AM ��No Mass 

SATURDAY,  September 26, 2020  Vigil: Twenty-Sixth Sunday 

  in Ordinary Time 

 3:00 PM Reconciliation 

 4:00 PM ��Robert Moreau req. by Marion Moreau 

SUNDAY,  September 27, 2020 Twenty-Sixth Sunday in 

  Ordinary Time 

 8:00 AM ��Hugh A. Moriarty, 37

th

 ann., req. by Hugh Moriarty 

 10:30 AM ��Pauline Pino, 26

th

 ann., req. by Joyce Levesque 

Holy Mass 

- This Week’s Intentions - 

For Televised Masses - Please visit: 

St. Francis Mass on Cable 191 BCTV Sunday at 4:30 PM 

Chalice of Salvation on WWLP-22: Sunday at 10 AM 

Pray for Vocations 

- Answer His Call - 

Am I willing to ‘empty myself’ as Jesus did in order to follow what 

the Father had in mind when He created me?  

 

Is God calling you? Visit: www.myvocation.org. 

� ��vocations@diospringfield.org 

 Attn: Fr. David Darcy or Fr. Michael Wood 

 

Please pray the unemployed, may they experience the generosity 

of God through others. 

Safe Worship Guidelines 

Weekend and daily Masses have resumed with changes since the Covid-

19 outbreak. Here is what we are doing to meet the guidelines for a safe 

worship environment at St. Francis. 

We are blessed with a large open worship space that easily 

accommodates the 6-foot social distancing requirement. Every other pew 

has been taped off and people who do not live as families are asked to sit 

separately. Attendance is still low, so there are many open seats between 

worshipers. 

A/C will be in use as needed, otherwise windows will be open for air flow.  

The church doors will be open before and after Mass 

to eliminate the need to touch door handles.  

Hand sanitizer has been placed around the church for all to use but we 

encourage everyone to bring their own. Ushers are present to ensure 

people are following the guidelines. 

Offertory baskets are not passed but are available as you enter the 

worship space. All hymnals and worship materials have been removed 

from the pews. Bulletins are distributed by ushers wearing gloves. 

Masks must be worn at all times, upon leaving your car, during Mass and 

until returning to your car. Fr. David removes his mask once at the altar, 

away from the congregation. He dons it again for distribution of the 

Eucharist and the exit procession. The cantor and readers wear masks 

except when performing their role in the sanctuary, where they are 6 feet 

away from anyone. There are no altar servers. 

Father and Eucharistic ministers sanitize their hands before and after 

handling and distributing the Eucharist. And, as communion is only to be 

received in the hand, it is placed in the receiver’s hand without touching, 

while the 6-foot distance is maintained by those in the communion line. 

There are only two Eucharistic ministers per Mass, with Fr. David 

continuing to bring the Eucharist out to parishioners in their seats as 

needed. 

Following every Mass, the church is cleaned and sanitized by many 

generous volunteers and the maintenance staff. 

We continue to record and upload the weekend Mass to our Website 

(www.stfrancisbelchertown.com), our Facebook page and to YouTube.  

It also airs on BCTV 191 on Sundays at 4:30 PM. 

The celebration of Mass is the center of our Catholic faith and as such we 

recognize the hardship of those who are not yet able to attend. Please 

note that the Bishop’s dispensation from the obligation of weekend Mass 

attendance remains in place. We pray for God to give us consolation in 

these trying times.  

For those who attend Mass, please keep your masks on  

and maintain a 6-foot distance while in the church.  

You are encouraged to refrain from singing.  

Thank you for observing the above safety guidelines so that we can 

continue to keep our church open for worship. 

Please share this with people looking to return to worship. 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed daily after morning Mass.  

Please join us! Our prayer intention is for Priests to be Holy. 

Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we welcome into our parish family: 

 

Sophia Marie Sikorski  

 

May her parents and godparents, by word and example,  

bring her up to know, love and serve God in this life,  

that she may be happy with Him forever in the life to come. 

Baptized 

- Called by Name - 
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“‘My friend, I am not cheating you.  

Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?  

Take what is yours and go. 

What if I wish to give this last one the same as you?  

Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? 

Are you envious because I am generous?’ 

Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

Mt 20:1-16a  

This Week’s Gospel 

Gospel Meditation 

If I work for five hours, I expect to get paid for five hours. If I work for two, I 

expect to get paid for two. What if we worked for a company that paid 

everyone the same amount regardless of how long they worked? How 

would we feel going home with the same pay for working eight hours as 

my co-worker did for working only two hours? Secular wisdom would have 

a huge problem with this and a visit to the Labor Board would quickly 

pursue. But this is God’s wisdom and God’s ways. 

We sometimes think that if we pray more, better, or more fervently and go 

over and above with the practice of our faith, God will somehow reward us 

and present us with some kind of merit badge. We are so wrong. Spiritual 

practices have only one true purpose: to deepen our love for God. In 

deepening our love for God, we also increase our ability to see God’s 

presence around us, living life more purposefully and contemplatively. 

What if God chooses to treat someone who has come on the scene of faith 

later in life the same as someone who has devoted their whole lives to it? 

Does it really matter? If we have the merit badge notion of faith, we can 

find ourselves feeling a little arrogant and even jealous of folks who have 

not followed the same path that we have. We can even see ourselves as 

the privileged few who have a corner on the faith and fully possess it. 

That thinking doesn’t square with God. God is all about mercy in 

abundance and is ready to take anyone to himself regardless of when they 

come. He is only happy that they have come home and delights in their 

return. After all, if you really and truly love someone, does it matter what 

they will give you in return or what you receive as a benefit? If 

relationships were assessed based upon productivity, they would lack 

authentic love. We invest too much self interest in our prayer and neglect 

to see it as an opportunity to pursue our Lover and deepen the intimate 

bond we have with God. 

When we breathe our last, all that is of consequence is union with God. If 

my love for God is real, I am going to want to live the Gospel, abide by the 

commandments, practice my faith, forgive and love my neighbor, and care 

for the environment, regardless of how much time it takes or benefits me. 

We want God to think and behave as we do, and in doing so, we set 

ourselves up for disappointment. God has a totally different agenda and 

that’s okay.      ©LPi 

Scripture Readings for September 26-27, 2020�

Ez 18:25-28/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32  

From the Office 

Regular Parish Business Office Hours are: 

Monday - Friday 9 AM - 12 Noon, and by Appointment. 

Please call before coming to be sure someone is available. 

Face masks are required for staff and visitors. 

Our religious education program, Generations of Faith, will be different this 

year owing to the Covid virus. We are planning to offer this year’s program 

in both a live and a virtual format. Families will need to choose which format 

best meets the needs of each of their children.  

This year, the subject matter of our curriculum will be the Ten 

Commandments which will offer many opportunities for engaged learning in 

both formats. For questions contact: 

��Carolyn Groves at 323-6272 x2 

or ��carolyn.groves@gmail.com. 

She is available mid-afternoon to early evening. 

Registration forms have been emailed to  

last year's G of F families. 

For those new to the program, the registration form  

is available at www.stfrancisbelchertown.com��

Religious Education 

- Generations of Faith - 

A Well Formed Conscience is Key 

- Before You Vote - 

What is a well formed conscience? The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church says the following about The Formation of Conscience:  

 

1783 Conscience must be informed and moral judgment enlightened. A 

well-formed conscience is upright and truthful. It formulates its 

judgments according to reason, in conformity with the true good willed 

by the wisdom of the Creator. The education of conscience is 

indispensable for human beings who are subjected to negative 

influences and tempted by sin to prefer their own judgment and to reject 

authoritative teachings. 

1784 The education of the conscience is a lifelong task. From the earliest 

years, it awakens the child to the knowledge and practice of the interior 

law recognized by conscience. Prudent education teaches virtue; it 

prevents or cures fear, selfishness and pride, resentment arising from 

guilt, and feelings of complacency, born of human weakness and faults. 

The education of the conscience guarantees freedom and engenders 

peace of heart. 

1785 In the formation of conscience the Word of God is the light for our 

path, we must assimilate it in faith and prayer and put it into practice. 

We must also examine our conscience before the Lord's Cross. We are 

assisted by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, aided by the witness or advice of 

others and guided by the authoritative teaching of the Church.

 

 

Furthermore, the USCCB has a detailed article called Forming 

Conscience for Faithful Citizenship which you may find helpful. Find it 

at: www.usccb.org/resources/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship 

 

 Know the Gospels and Church teachings, study the issues, and then …  

 vote as your own well formed conscience demands. 

Join Us For 

24-Hour Adoration To Heal Our Nation 

as part of 

10 Days for Atonement 

 

Beginning with 8 AM Mass, Tuesday, September 22 

Adoration will be held for 24 Hours, 

and end with 8 AM Mass on Wednesday. 

 

Spend time with Our Lord, seek His face in the Holy Eucharist  

and humble yourself before Him. Pray to heal America and bring peace 

and brotherhood throughout our land. 

 

Sign-up in the gathering space or ��Debby Bowen at 323-7080 

 

The Gentlemen of St. Michael the Archangel  

in conjunction with Operation Loreto thank you  

for participating in the 24-hour Adoration at your church. 
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Men of St. Joseph 

 

What’s in it for you? 

�� Grow Your Faith. 

�� Strengthen Your Marriage.  

�� Foster Family Values. 

�� Engage Your Community.  

We know every man needs support to attain these goals. The Men of St. 

Joseph have worked hard to create an environment where you can thrive, 

grow, and become the spiritual leader God intended you to be. 

Zoom meetings are held every Wednesday from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. 

��John Rakouskas at john5star@hotmail.com  

or Steve Corbin at gmsteve512@gmail.com 

Teen Bible Chat 

 

What do you get when you mix faith, young Catholics 

and pizza? A friendly and lively atmosphere where the 

faith can be discussed in the context of everyday 

challenges and where participants can grow in their 

faith. Gerri Amprimo, Pat Hegarty and Dave Nauman bring their 

knowledge, experience and love of the Catholic faith to young people 

who are hungry for more.  

Please stay tuned for updates and/or emails from Gerri. 

��Gerri Amprimo at 323-8633 

or Pat Hegarty at 687-7870 

Order of Franciscan Seculars 

 

During Padre Pio’s canonization Mass in 2002, Saint John 

Paul II said: “The life and mission of Padre Pio testify that 

difficulties and sorrows, if accepted with love, transform 

themselves into a privileged journey of holiness, which opens 

the person toward a greater good, known only to the Lord.”  

��Pat Skaza, OFS at 213-0592  

or Kathy Ricardi, OFS at 323-9023 

Women of Grace 

We begin our new program “The Footprints of God” with 

Stephen Ray, on September 22. This program can be found on 

Formed.org. Meet the people and see the places that shaped 

the salvation story through Scripture and Church history. 

 Zoom meetings are held on the 2

nd

 & 4

th

 Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM. 

��Rita Lee at 774-200-6464�

or Kathy Kervick at 323-8592 

Knights of Columbus 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Council 10698’s information and monthly 

newsletter is available at: stfrancisbelchertown.com/knights-of

-columbus. 

The Knights of Columbus are currently meeting on the 2

nd

 Tuesday of the 

Month at 7 PM via Zoom. 

��Grand Knight at 323-5822  

or PGK Tom Grady at 323-4036  
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Thank you for your generous response to the needs of our parish. 

Please remember that we rely on your commitment  

of weekly stewardship. 

Every day will I bless You,  

and I will praise Your name forever and ever. Ps 145:2 

 

Father Darcy and the Finance Committee every day bless and praise the 

Lord for your financial support of the parish! 

 

Remember, God will not be outdone in generosity! 

From the Finance Committee 

Faith and Fellowship 

Weekly Stewardship 

The Weekend Collection for September 5-6 was  ..................... $9,277.00 

The Weekend Collection for September 12-13 was  ................. $7,480.00 

The Weekly Average since July 1, 2020 is  ................................. 6,937.34 

The Building Fund Collection for September 1-13 was  .............. 5,068.00 

The Catholic University Collection was  ......................................... 418.00 

The following people “purchased a brick” to support the building of 

our new parish complex:  

Vic & Kathy Viglione -Two Bricks In Memory Of 

Maria DaCosta 

Thank you for your support and please 

remind your friends that they, also, can 

“purchase a brick.”  

The Catholic Mirror collection will be taken up the weekend of 

September 26 & 27. The Catholic Mirror is the official publication of the 

Diocese of Springfield. The monies from this collection stay with the 

parish, allowing us to make this magazine available to all our parishioners.  

The Next Special Collection 

Tuesday, September 22 



��������
����������
�����
������
��� �� �������������������

Adoration - Make a Holy Hour 

Courage, Excerpt from Divine Intimacy 

 

Presence of God – O Lord, make me strong and  

courageous in Your service. 

 

“O Lord God of hosts, You said in Your Gospel, ‘I am not come to 

bring peace but the sword’; provide me then with strength and 

weapons for the battle. I burn with desire to fight for Your glory, but I 

beseech You, strengthen my courage. Then with holy King David, I 

can exclaim: ‘You alone are my shield, O God; it is You who prepare 

my hands for war.’ 

 

O my Jesus, I will fight for You as long as I live, and love will be my 

sword. My weakness should never discourage me; when in the 

morning I feel no courage or strength for the practice of virtue, I must 

look upon this state as a grace, for You teach me that it is the very 

moment to put the ax to the root of the tree, counting only on Your 

help. 

 

What merit would there be in fighting only when I feel courage? What 

does it matter even if I have none, provided that I act as if I had? O 

Jesus, make me understand that if I feel too weak to pick up a bit of 

thread, and yet do it for love of You, I shall gain much more merit 

than if I had performed some nobler act in a moment of fervor. So 

instead of grieving, I ought to rejoice seeing that You, by allowing me 

to feel my own weakness, give me an occasion of saving a greater 

number of souls.” (cf. Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Prayer – Letters, 40 – C). 

 

https://spiritualdirection.com/2020/09/07/courage-2 

�

To become an adorer, ��Debby Bowen at 323-7080 

��Adoration Line at 323-6272 x6 

 

Adoration is now available in the main church  

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 AM to Noon. 

 

Masks are required and please follow posted safety guidelines. 

Please pray for all of the intentions listed on our prayer line, for the sick 

and dying, the imprisoned and all those in need of spiritual, emotional, 

physical and/or financial support and healing. Especially please pray: 

 

�� In thanksgiving for prayers answered for Christopher. 

�� For an increase in vocations. 

�� For the health of the priests of the diocese. 

�� For the intentions of the seminarians. 

�� For Terry, for complete healing. 

�� For our nation. 

�� For all those whose lives have been touched by the wildfires. 

�� For all those who suffer with mental illness, for proper diagnosis, 

support and healing and for their families. 

�� In thanksgiving for the life of Frances Sheaffer (Fr. Jack’s mom). 

Please pray for the repose of her soul and for her family and friends 

in their bereavement. 

�� In thanksgiving for all God’s graces and answers to the requests of 

the prayer line. 

 

To have the prayer line members pray for you or a love one: 

��Office at 323-6272 x1 

or���francisatbtown@gmail.com; 

or visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com, 

click Liturgy and Prayer, then Prayer. 

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line 

Featured Formed Program: Padre Pio, Miracle Man captures the 

Capuchin friar's intense faith, devotion, and deep spiritual concern for 

others, as well as his great compassion for the sick and suffering. It 

reveals the amazing details and events in Padre Pio's life as a boy and 

throughout his fifty years as a friar, dramatizing the frequent attacks from 

the devil, as well as the persecution he suffered at the hands of people, 

including those in the Church. 

This movie is not rated, but was created with an adult audience in mind. It 

may contain violence indicative of the life and times of the saint or 

character portrayed. We would recommend Parental Guidance and that 

parents preview it before watching with children.  

Catholic Resources 

Go to FORMED.org.  

Enter Parish Code: 42CFV7. 

Access life changing content! 

40 Days for Life - Wednesday, September 23 

through Sunday, November 1. Join us in 

witnessing to life in the public right-of-way outside 

Planned Parenthood at 3550 Main Street in 

Springfield, at the intersection of Main and Wason 

Avenue. Parking is available along Birnie Avenue.  

Constant Vigil - The visible, public centerpiece of 40 Days for Life is a 

focused, 40-day, non-stop, round-the-clock prayer vigil outside a single 

Planned Parenthood center or other abortion facility in your community. It 

is a peaceful and educational presence. Those who are called to stand 

witness during this 40-day presence send a powerful message to the 

community about the tragic reality of abortion.  

Prayer & Fasting - Knowing that “with God, all things are possible,” people 

of faith and conscience unite in 40 days of prayer and fasting. Christ told 

us some demons can only be driven out by prayer and fasting. The two go 

hand in hand. Prayer keeps us rooted in the fact that it is our desire to 

carry out God’s will. Fasting is a sacrifice that helps us reach beyond our 

own limitations with God’s help.  

Sign-up for vigil hours at: www.40daysforlife.com/springfield. 

��Tim Biggins at 342-0403 or � 40DaysWM@gmail.com. 

 

Life Chain - Join area pro-lifers for a Life Chain on Saturday, October 10 

from 11AM to noon, along Route 5 in Longmeadow. Meet in St. Mary’s 

Church parking lot at 10:30 AM to pick up signs. Sponsored by Pro-Life of 

Pioneer Valley.  

��prolifepioneervalley@gmail.com 

Pro-Life - Because Life is Sacred 

https://clearwayclinic.com 

Call:+1-413-351-0070 or Text: +1-774-314-8298 

1259 E. Columbus Avenue, Springfield, MA 01105 

The Church is Open for Visitation 

(the chapel is not available) 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday until 6 PM 

Please remember to wear a mask  

and follow all safety protocols posted at the church. 



Service and Outreach 
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry makes handmade shawls for 

bereaved or seriously ill individuals. Each shawl is lovingly made to 

provide comfort during a difficult time and serves as a reminder that the 

individual is not alone. 

Do you know someone who would appreciate a reminder  

that they are not alone and would like to be held up  

in prayer during a difficult time? 

� Bonnie Miller at 253-2293  

or Diane Plante at 237-3001 

The Food Pantry  is in need of: 

  canned vegetables, canned fruit, coffee and tea. 

Donations can be left between the doors of the parish office or church. 

Your generous response helps us serve the needs of the community 

throughout the year. Thank you! 

��Food Pantry at 323-6272 x8�

Take� � Eat� provides nourishing meals and a short visit to the 

elderly and homebound in Belchertown on the 2

nd

 and 4

th

 Sundays of 

the month. It is run entirely by volunteers and your generous donations. 

If you are looking for a volunteer opportunity which provides great 

service to our community, please consider joining our team. Our 

wonderful volunteers shop, bake, cook, pack and/or deliver for our 

program.  ��Michele at 323-7959 

The Mats for the Homeless Ministry� makes sleeping mats 

for the homeless in the Diocese. Parishioners of almost any age can 

help in either making the ‘plarn’ (plastic yarn) out of plastic grocery bags 

or crocheting them together to make mats.  

Please remember to save your plastic bags for  

donation to this ministry. 

When we resume, we will meet on the 2

nd

 & 4

th

 Monday of the month 

from 5:30-7 PM in the Pine Room.  

��Becky Walton at 345-1757 

Be Sure to Look the Part - I used to coach my oldest son in soccer when 

he was younger. As he got older, he would go to tryouts for select and 

high school teams. I was no longer the coach, but I always shared with 

him one piece of advice before any tryout: Be sure to look the part. I told 

him that if he showed up looking like a soccer player, there was an 

increased chance of him being seen as a soccer player. If he showed up 

looking like a kid that plays soccer in video games as opposed to the real 

thing, he might not be taken seriously. As he grew older, that same advice 

was then applied to getting a job. It’s advice I have heeded myself all my 

life. You can even say it is like another common phrase: “Fake it till you 

make it.” 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we certainly do not want to fake it, but we do 

need to look the part. The world looks at those of us who proclaim to be 

Christians to see if there is anything to this way of life. If they see us 

looking and acting like people transformed by Jesus Christ, they will be 

more likely to take Christianity seriously. If they look at us and see nothing 

different, then they can easily conclude that there is nothing different about 

Jesus Christ. He just becomes simply another religious figure of history. 

Can the world see the power of Christ in you? How will do you look the 

part? – Tracy Earl Welliver          ©LPi 

Stewardship Reflection 

Our love for others is our grateful response 

 to the love God first demonstrated to us. - 1 John 4:19 

 Annual Catholic Appeal Spotlight 

Have you ever wondered what ministries are supported when you donate 

to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA)? From time to time we will shine a 

spotlight on one of these many ministries. Your financial support is most 

appreciated and we encourage you to find out how you may get more 

involved. 

Catholic Charities 

The Diocesan Catholic Charities Office serves the needs of disadvantaged 

individuals and families in Western Mass. The social work staff meets with 

people in need of housing assistance, furniture, utility assistance, food 

vouchers, counseling, recommendations for childcare, and employment 

opportunities. The staff does a comprehensive intake form and interview 

before any funds are verified or distributed. Catholic Charities is a 

resource for many parishes to refer people to when the needs of 

individuals or families exceeds what any one Parish can do. Your support 

of the ACA allows this ministry to assist those most in need in our 

communities. Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure! 

If you would like to donate,  

visit: diospringfield.org/aca/ and click on the link.  

Thank you. 

Q: If God is good, why is there evil in the world? 

A: The problem of evil is perplexing. If God is all-powerful and all-good, 

why doesn’t He stop bad things from happening? He must either not be all-

powerful, or perhaps He’s not very good after all. Human beings have 

faced the possibility of evil since the very beginning of our existence. In 

granting us free will, God gives us the ability to make free choices. God 

does not force us into moral perfection. We are not forced to love Him or to 

love our neighbor. We must make the decision ourselves. This means, of 

course, that we have the ability to choose against love. 

One small decision of selfishness, jealously, or pride may not seem so 

bad. But every decision — good or bad — is like a stone dropped into a 

still pond. The ripples extend much farther than the original stone. When 

decisions against love begin to compound, they affect families, 

neighborhoods, and nations. This is all the more reason for Christians to 

be faithful to our baptismal call to love one another as Christ has loved us!

       ©LPi 

Faith Questions 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available Saturdays from 3-3:45 PM on 

Saturday. On the first Sunday of the month it is available from 7:15-7:45 

AM and from 9:45-10:15 AM and there will be no confessions on the 

Saturday of that weekend. Of course, the Sacrament is always available 

by appointment.  

Confession Times 
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Parish Contacts 

Parish Staff Extensions at 323-6272 

Pastor:  ....................................... Fr. David Darcy  .............................. x3 

Office Manager:  ............................ Louise Christ  .............................. x1 

Maintenance Supervisor:  ................. Tom Curto  ...(leave message) x1 

Adoration Line: Recorded Message with Updates ............................. x6 

Angel Tree:  ...................................... Kathy Wood ....(leave message) x7 

Food Pantry:  .................... Roseann Montefusco ....(leave message) x8 

Dir. of Religious Ed:  ................. Carolyn Groves  ........................ x2, x1 

HS/Confirmation/NCYC:  ............... Melissa Hurst  ........................ x2, x2 

First Penance/Communion:  ......... Linda Racicot  ........................ x2, x3 

RCIA Coordinator:  ......................... Judy Trickey  ........................ x2, x4 

Parish Child Advocate:  ................ Cynthia Reed  ......... (413) 259-7536 

 st.francisbtown@gmail.com 

Personal Resource for Child Protection: 

http://diospringfield.org/Ministries/child-youth-protection/ 

Finance Committee Chair:  ................................. Justine G. Holdsworth 

Bulletin Editor:  ............................. Kathy Kervick  .............................. x4 

 EditorStFran@gmail.com 

Submit written copy.  Deadline: 10 AM Monday. 

Web Minister:  ............................. Jeanne Brzycki  ..................................  

                                                              stfranciswebminister@gmail.com 

Manager of Parish Website, Facebook and MyParishApp. 

Choir Director:  .............................. Donna Grady  ................... 323-4036 

 dgradybtwn@aol.com 

Liturgical Ministries:  ......... Thérèse Rakouskas  ................... 323-4940 

 ..............................................................................  ... rakfam@charter.net 

For Greeters, Altar Servers, Lectors, and Eucharistic Ministers. 

Gathering Space Table/Easel  

Reservations:  ........... David Adams ................. dadamsdad@gmail.com 

Must be reserved at least 2 weeks in advance. 

�Cut this out and post it for reference. 

The Catholic Life Conference airs online 

October 11-17 with Scott Hahn, Trish Short, 

Hudson Byblow, and POPPLE. Come 

invigorate your love for being Catholic. Come 

find encouragement for your discouragement! 

Enjoy amazing speakers, excellent children’s program (check out our 

children’s Family Pilgrimage Bags)—with all the talks at your own pace. As 

we come together in spirit, the Catholic Life Conference seeks to remind us 

who we are and what has been given to us. 

You can still register! It’s free!  

Go to catholiclifeconference.org to: 1) register for the first time, 2) request a 

refund or use your already paid fee for a Conference To Go Bag (with great 

options for extras), and 3) join our Catholic family from your home or 

parish—all the talks and extras will be a click away. The conference will also 

be available on DVD, CD, and in Spanish. 

Catholic Community News 

Mary’s House of Prayer Gift Shop located at 202 East Main Street in 

Chicopee is open, Monday through Friday 10 AM - 2 PM and by 

appointment. They carry Baptismal, First Communion and Confirmation 

gifts and cards, as well as, bibles, rosaries, statues, 100% beeswax 

candles, Catholic books, and other Catholic devotional materials. Please 

stop in and receive free blessed and exorcised Holy water and salt. They 

accept cash and personal checks and look forward to seeing you soon.  

��Jean at 452-0511.�

 St. Francis, Belchertown, MA 03-0096

Landscape Design & Construction 
Unique Garden Center 

Palmer MA  413-283-4900
fivestargardens.com

Katarzyna Babinski, O.D.
Comprehensive Optometry

Contact Lenses

200 Center St • Ludlow, MA 01056
p (413) 583-3600 • F (413) 589-0783

 Belchertown South Hadley Palmer
 323-696 533-4400 283-9061 

www.beersandstory.com

Wendy Story & 
Marc Gaudreau

Directors & Certified Celebrants
Burial • Cremation 

Preplanning

Beers & Story Funeral Homes

Janise Fitzpatrick 

REALTOR®

Office 413-323-7295 
Cell  413-219-2527 
Jfitzpatrick@JonesRealtors.com

Jones Group Realtors 
45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA

413-323-4117
62 Turkey Hill Rd, Belchertown
Open 7 Days a Week 11 am - 11 pm

Fresh Italian & Mediterranean Style Food
American Favorites

Christopher Heights has 
Reasonable Rates for

Every Budget 
Christopher Heights of Belchertown   99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007

For information about our Belchertown community, call Lorna Stone at 413-323-5500
www.christopherheights.com

Contact Victoria Russo to place an ad today! 
vrusso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6283 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Francis, Belchertown, MA 03-0096

LAW OFFICES OF
RICHARD H. MAYNARD, PC

RichaRd h. MaynaRd attoRney at Law

(413) 323-8800
email: maynardlaw@maynardlawpc.com

35 Bridge Street • P.O. BOx 162
BelchertOwn, MA 01007

WWW.MAYNARDLAWPC.COM

Little Friends Child Care Center

Caring for children
1-year to 9 years old
(413) 323-8447

E-mail: LittleFriends39@aol.com
58 Daniel Shays Highway, Belchertown

www.littlefriends39.com
Betsy Sawyer, Director/Owner

Full Day Programs, Morning Preschool
and Before and After School

Tilton
Automotive

GENERAL REPAIRS 
3 Amherst Road

Belchertown
323-5051

Orchard Hill 
equipment 

& trailer sales
Rt 9, Belchertown, MA

 

 413-253-5456
 www.orchardhillsales.com

323-9611 / 800-894-9591
www.bellandhudson.com

19 N. Main Street
Belchertown, Mass.

AJ’s Auto Body
Collision Specialist

State Of The Art Down Draft Spray Booth
Frame & Unibody Repair • Computerized Paint Matching

Insurance Approved • Glass Replaced
Licensed Appraiser • FREE ESTIMATES

              413-467-2533
Reg. Shop 3199

39 W State Street
Granby, Mass

413-283-6403
NESCO SALES INC.

AUTO BODY REPAIRS
91 State Street, Bondsville, MA 
www.nescoautobody.com

 Kevin N. Comstock RS#1688

 257 Kendall Street
 Ludlow, Massachusetts 01056
 (413) 583-6574

LUDLOW FAMILY DENTISTRY
Dr. Frank J. Mitera • Dr. Timothy J. Young • Dr. Michelle D. Roberts

Accepting New Patients 
www.ludlowfamilydentistrypc.com

5 George Hannum St. • Belchertown
Wash packages make great gifts, call

413-519-9285 to ask about our VIP Wash Cards

The Villa Rose
Fine Dining • Banquets • Catering

1428 Center St. Ludlow MA
(413) 547-6667

Funerals • Weddings & Rehearsal Dinners
Baptism & Communion Celebrations

DEVINE
OVERHEAD GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS

SALES, SERVICE
 & INSTALLATION of

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

106 WEST ST., HADLEY
GERRY DEVINE | 586-3161

FOOD • FUN • BEVERAGES
ALL MASS LOTTERY

Belchertown, MA 413-323-6420

Where good friends...
          good times and
              hearty laughter are
                   always welcome!!!

McCarthy’s Pub

Cemetery Monuments,
 Markers & Statuary

Ray Haluch, Inc.
1014 Center St., Ludlow, MA 01056

413-583-6508

Owner: Mike McKenzie
Ma. Masters Commercial
Lic. #15648A Industrial

Residential

Fully Insured                          413-213-0770
Serving the Belchertown area with 30 years 
of expert electrical service and knowledge.

8 Mill Valley Road
Hadley, MA 01035

Happy Gardeners 
“One Yard at a Time”

Loam, compost, large selection of mulch, landscaping & 
wall/patio stone, stone/granite products, and more!

www.megansvalley.com

1 Main Street, Belchertown • 413-323-4455 • www.DentalFamily.com

Dr. Theresa Hoang 
Parishioner

Dr. Joseph Ting 
Parishioner

Providing comprehensive dental care for the entire family! 
NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

St. Francis of Assisi
stfrancisbelchertown.weshareonline.org

Discover the Catholic Difference
of doing business with the Knights of Columbus

CATHOLIC VALUES • CHARITABLE GIVING • ETHICAL PRACTICES

 BILL WISNIEWSKI

 413-612-0253 X 109
 wisnieswkiagencymail@KOFC.org

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE •RETIREMENT ANNUITIES


