
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 612, Belchertown, MA 01007-0612 

Phone & Fax:  (413) 323-6272 

Email:  francisatbtown@gmail.com 

Website:  www.stfrancisbelchertown.com 

Business Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 9 AM - Noon, or by appointment 

Mass Times: Saturday 4 PM  ���Sunday 8 AM, 10:30 AM ���Monday - Thursday 8 AM�

Holy Day Masses:  Consult the weekly Mass schedule 

Reconciliation:  Consult the weekly Mass schedule, or by appointment 

 

Adoration Hours:  Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 AM - Noon, in the main church 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

24 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA 

� Pastor: Fr. David Darcy 

 Pastoral Minister: Mr. Paul Vanasse 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 27, 2020 

Bulletin:  Copy deadline is Monday at 10 AM.  Copy must be submitted in writing to:  EditorStFran@gmail.com 

A Prayer for  

the Virtue of Obedience 

 

 

Jesus, Almighty King of kings, 

You who obeyed Your Father to the end, 

teach me the meaning of obedience. 

 

My soul burns to comply to Your Will, 

striving to charm Your Divinity. 

 

While my worldly nature seeks one way, 

my spiritual nature seeks another. 

 

Bless me with the strength to obey, 

that my soul may subdue both natures, 

blending them as a fair aromatic bloom. 

 

I always seek favor in Your eyes, 

to always obey You until my last breath! 

     Amen 

 

www.sainttherse.com 
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SATURDAY,  September 26, 2020  Vigil: Twenty-Sixth Sunday 

  in Ordinary Time 

 3:00 PM Reconciliation 

 4:00 PM ��Robert Moreau req. by Marion Moreau 

SUNDAY,  September 27, 2020 Twenty-Sixth Sunday in 

  Ordinary Time 

 8:00 AM ��Hugh A. Moriarty, 37

th

 ann., req. by Hugh Moriarty 

 10:30 AM ��Pauline Pino, 26

th

 ann., req. by Joyce Levesque 

MONDAY,  September 28, 2020 

 8:00 AM ��Lucille LaBarre req. by her husband, Leonard 

TUESDAY,  September 29, 2020 

 8:00 AM � Penny O’Connor req. by Rita Owczarski 

WEDNESDAY,  September 30, 2020 

 8:00 AM ��In thanksgiving to St. Jude for prayers answered 

  req. by Ann Hill 

THURSDAY,  October 1, 2020 

 8:00 AM ��Lucille LaBarre req. by her husband Leonard 

FRIDAY,  October 2, 2020 First Friday 

 8:00 AM ��Maria DaCosta 

SATURDAY,  October 3, 2020  First Saturday 

 8:00 AM ��The souls in Purgatory req. by Mary Yando 

SATURDAY,  Vigil: Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 3:00 PM No Reconciliation 

 4:00 PM ��Jane & Peter Price and Rose & John Sirube req. by 

  Alexa Price & family 

 5:00 PM Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi 

SUNDAY,  October 4, 2020 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in  

  Ordinary Time 

 7:15 AM Reconciliation 

 8:00 AM � Marcel Archambault req. by Ray & Terry Fontaine 

 9:45 AM Reconciliation  

 10:30 AM ��Francis Ziemian req. by Wesley & Ann Nowak 

 2:00 PM Blessing of the Animals 

Holy Mass 

- This Week’s Intentions - 

Pray for Vocations 

- Answer His Call - 

Today’s readings encourage us to present our lives to God in the 

form of prayer and petitions that are full of gratitude. Let us 

therefore pray for an increase of vocations to priesthood and 

religious life.   

 

Is God calling you? Visit: www.myvocation.org. 

� ��vocations@diospringfield.org 

 Attn: Fr. David Darcy or Fr. Michael Wood 

 

Please pray for our youth, may they be guided by parents, 

teachers, mentors to make decisions and act with integrity. 

Safe Worship Guidelines 

Weekend and daily Masses have resumed with changes since the Covid-

19 outbreak. Here is what we are doing to meet the guidelines for a safe 

worship environment at St. Francis. 

We are blessed with a large open worship space that easily 

accommodates the 6-foot social distancing requirement. Every other pew 

has been taped off and people who do not live as families are asked to sit 

separately. Attendance is still low, so there are many open seats between 

worshipers. 

A/C will be in use as needed, otherwise windows will be open for air flow.  

The church doors will be open before and after Mass 

to eliminate the need to touch door handles.  

Hand sanitizer has been placed around the church for all to use but we 

encourage everyone to bring their own. Ushers are present to ensure 

people are following the guidelines. 

Offertory baskets are not passed but are available as you enter the 

worship space. All hymnals and worship materials have been removed 

from the pews. Bulletins are distributed by ushers wearing gloves. 

Masks must be worn at all times, upon leaving your car, during Mass and 

until returning to your car. Fr. David removes his mask once at the altar, 

away from the congregation. He dons it again for distribution of the 

Eucharist and the exit procession. The cantor and readers wear masks 

except when performing their role in the sanctuary, where they are 6 feet 

away from anyone. There are no altar servers. 

Father and Eucharistic ministers sanitize their hands before and after 

handling and distributing the Eucharist. And, as communion is only to be 

received in the hand, it is placed in the receiver’s hand without touching, 

while the 6-foot distance is maintained by those in the communion line. 

There are only two Eucharistic ministers per Mass, with Fr. David 

continuing to bring the Eucharist out to parishioners in their seats as 

needed. 

Following every Mass, the church is cleaned and sanitized by many 

generous volunteers and the maintenance staff. 

We continue to record and upload the weekend Mass to our Website 

(www.stfrancisbelchertown.com), our Facebook page and to YouTube.  

It also airs on BCTV 191 on Sundays at 4:30 PM. 

The celebration of Mass is the center of our Catholic faith and as such we 

recognize the hardship of those who are not yet able to attend. Please 

note that the Bishop’s dispensation from the obligation of weekend Mass 

attendance remains in place. We pray for God to give us consolation in 

these trying times.  

For those who attend Mass, please keep your masks on  

and maintain a 6-foot distance while in the church.  

You are encouraged to refrain from singing.  

Thank you for observing the above safety guidelines so that we can 

continue to keep our church open for worship. 

Please share with people looking to return to worship. 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed daily after morning Mass.  

Please join us! Our prayer intention is for Priests to be Holy. 

Transitus: As is the St. Francis Parish tradition, 

we will celebrate the Transitus on Saturday, 

October 3, following the 4 PM Mass, in the 

church. This prayerful celebration of the death of 

our patron, St. Francis of Assisi, includes 

readings regarding his death, Sacred Scripture 

and sung responses. It is highlighted by the 

blessing of the congregation with our relic of this 

great saint. This is a beautiful service which lasts about a half hour. 

The Blessing of the Animals will take place on Sunday, October 4 at 2 

PM at the church. This annual event is in honor of our patron St. Francis of 

Assisi. 
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Jesus said to them, ….  

"When John came to you in the way of righteousness, 

you did not believe him; 

but tax collectors and prostitutes did. 

Yet even when you saw that, 

you did not later change your minds and believe him."  

Mt 21:28-32  

This Week’s Gospel 

Gospel Meditation 

What prompts you to make the decisions you make? When confronted 

with a decision, whether one that is more trivial and mundane or one that 

is more significant and profound, we rely on guidance. That guidance can 

be the result of impulse and passion or the fruit of the interior voice of 

conscience. Decisions made on impulse and passion can be misguided 

and erroneous. Decisions based on conscience, or the moral voice within, 

will reflect the depth and maturity of our soul work. A more contemplative 

soul will make more contemplative decisions. A less developed 

conscience will make decisions based on the individual’s level of 

development. 

Conversion and a change of heart are at the core of Jesus’ message 

precisely because of this reality. We are works in progress. For the person 

on fire with the Holy Spirit and centered on God, life reflects an ever-

deepening awareness and heightened sense of God’s presence and a 

greater willingness to do God’s will. What is happening internally is 

validated by what is witnessed externally. The hypocrite is the one who 

says yes when they really mean no. From the start, they had no desire to 

do the virtuous act but wanted to outwardly appear as if they did. 

Where are you on the road of integrity? Honesty is all that is required. God 

is good with that. It is okay to struggle with our decisions and wrestle with 

ourselves. Consciences on the path to maturity and greater depth are not 

always going to know what action is immediately best. We may, at first, 

say no to what we know is right and, after prayerful reflection and thought, 

come around to doing it. Conversion happens when our no changes to 

yes, regardless of how sinful or out of sync we may be at the time. God is 

anxious to welcome us to Himself. But we cannot embrace Him unless we 

want to. Learning to orient our gift of free will to what is of divine origin, 

right, and best is a discipline we must always tweak and perfect. ©LPi 

Scripture Readings for October 3-4, 2020�

Is 5:1-7/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43  

From the Office 

Regular Parish Business Office Hours are: 

Monday - Friday 9 AM - 12 Noon, and by Appointment. 

Please call before coming to be sure someone is available. 

Face masks are required for staff and visitors. 

Our religious education program, Generations of Faith, will be different this 

year owing to the Covid virus. We are planning to offer this year’s program 

in both a live and a virtual format. Families will need to choose which format 

best meets the needs of each of their children.  

This year, the subject matter of our curriculum will be the Ten 

Commandments which will offer many opportunities for engaged learning in 

both formats. For questions contact: 

��Carolyn Groves at 323-6272 x2 

or ��carolyn.groves@gmail.com. 

She is available mid-afternoon to early evening. 

The registration form is available at 

www.stfrancisbelchertown.com. 

Religious Education 

- Generations of Faith - 

A Well Formed Conscience is Key 

Before You Vote - 

 

With the presidential election approaching, it is important as Catholics, to 

bring the richness of our faith to the public square. We draw from both faith 

and reason as we seek to affirm the dignity of the human person and the 

common good of all. Everyone living in this country is called to participate 

in public life and contribute to the common good. Our approach to 

contemporary issues is first and foremost rooted in our identity as 

followers of Christ and as brothers and sisters to all who are made in 

God’s image.  

 

When deciding who is worthy of your vote as a Catholic, the following 

principles should be employed: 

 

�� Defense of Life, from conception to natural death 

�� Defense of Marriage and the Family as the basic unit of society 

�� Defense of Religious Freedom 

�� Care for All People, as everyone is made in the image of God, through 

personal charity and employing principles of subsidiarity 

 

The USCCB has a detailed article called Forming Conscience for Faithful 

Citizenship which may be helpful. It can be found at:  

https://www.usccb.org/resources/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship 

 

Christ said: “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  

Lord God, as the election approaches, 

we seek to better understand the issues and concerns  

that confront our city/state/country, 

and how the Gospel compels us to respond  

as faithful citizens in our community. 

 

We ask for eyes that are free from blindness 

so that we might see each other as brothers and sisters, 

one and equal in dignity, 

especially those who are victims of  

abuse and violence, deceit and poverty. 

 

We ask for ears that will hear the cries  

of children unborn and those abandoned, 

Men and women oppressed  

because of race or creed, religion or gender. 

 

We ask for minds and hearts that are open to hearing  

the voice of leaders who will bring us closer to your Kingdom. 

 

We pray for discernment 

so that we may choose leaders who hear your Word, 

live your love, and keep in the ways of your truth 

as they follow in the steps of Jesus and his Apostles 

and guide us to your Kingdom of justice and peace. 

 

We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ  

and through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

    Amen 
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Men of St. Joseph 

 

What’s in it for you? 

�� Grow Your Faith. 

�� Strengthen Your Marriage.  

�� Foster Family Values. 

�� Engage Your Community.  

We know every man needs support to attain these goals. The Men of St. 

Joseph have worked hard to create an environment where you can thrive, 

grow, and become the spiritual leader God intended you to be. 

Zoom meetings are held every Wednesday from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. 

��John Rakouskas at john5star@hotmail.com  

or Steve Corbin at gmsteve512@gmail.com 

Teen Bible Chat 

What do you get when you mix faith, young Catholics 

and pizza? A friendly and lively atmosphere where the 

faith can be discussed in the context of everyday 

challenges and where participants can grow in their 

faith. Gerri Amprimo, Pat Hegarty and Dave Nauman 

bring their knowledge, experience and love of the Catholic faith to young 

people who are hungry for more.  

Please stay tuned for updates and/or emails from Gerri. 

��Gerri Amprimo at 323-8633 

or Pat Hegarty at 687-7870 

Order of Franciscan Seculars 

 

The “motto” of the Secular Franciscan Order is “…going from 

Gospel to life and life to the Gospel.” This is a process 

whereby Secular Franciscans use the Gospel to discern how 

to act in real terms during life situations. By developing a deep 

relationship with the Lord through prayer and reading the Gospel, then 

Secular Franciscans experience a change in attitude and thus become 

more aware and able to discern and act with love and compassion.  

��Pat Skaza, OFS at 213-0592  

or Kathy Ricardi, OFS at 323-9023 

Women of Grace 

We are currently watching and discussing “The Footprints of 

God” with Stephen Ray. This program can be found on 

Formed.org. Meet the people and see the places that shaped 

the salvation story through Scripture and Church history. 

 Zoom meetings are held on the 2

nd

 & 4

th

 Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM. 

��Rita Lee at 774-200-6464�

or Kathy Kervick at 323-8592 

Knights of Columbus 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Council 10698’s information is available 

at: facebook.com/belchertownkofc and 

stfrancisbelchertown.com/knights-of-columbus. 

The Knights of Columbus are currently meeting on the 2

nd

 and 4

th

 

Tuesday of the Month at 7 PM via Zoom. 
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or � PGK Tom Grady at 323-4036  
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Visit www.s�rancisbelchertown.com, �
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Thank you for your generous response to the needs of our parish. 

Please remember that we rely on your commitment  

of weekly stewardship. 

He guides the humble to justice,  

and teaches the humble His way. Ps 25:9 

Father Darcy and the Finance Committee are humbled by your 

generosity, thank you! 

Remember, God will not be outdone in generosity! 

From the Finance Committee 

Faith and Fellowship 

Weekly Stewardship 

The Weekend Collection for September 19-20 was  ................. $5,426.00 

The Weekly Average since July 1, 2020 is  ...................... not available 

The Building Fund Collection for September 1-20 was  .............. 5,358.00 

The following people “purchased a brick” to support the building of 

our new parish complex:  

 

Thank you for your support and please 

remind your friends that they, also, can 

“purchase a brick.”  

The Catholic Mirror collection will be taken up this weekend,  

September 26 & 27. The Catholic Mirror is the official publication of the 

Diocese of Springfield. The monies from this collection stay with the 

parish, allowing us to make this magazine available to all our parishioners.  

The Next Special Collection 
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Adoration - Make a Holy Hour 

The Development of Love, Excerpt from Divine Intimacy  

 

Presence of God – My God, from all eternity You have gone  

before me with Your infinite love; increase my love for You. 

 

What shall prevent God from doing that which He will in the soul that 

is resigned, annihilated, and detached?” (John of the Cross Ascent of 

Mt. Carmel II, 4,2). This statement of St. John of the Cross makes 

you understand that God has an immense desire to work in your soul, 

to lead you to sanctity and to union with Himself, provided you 

commit yourself into His hands, despoiled of every attachment, 

annihilated in your self-love, entirely docile, malleable, and adaptable 

to His action. The Lord comes to your assistance with purifying trials 

in order to empty you of self, to detach you from creatures, to 

immerse you in true humility, but at the same time He helps you to 

grow in love, the strong bond which must unite you to Him. All the 

work which God accomplishes in your soul is done in view of making 

you advance in this virtue; exterior and interior trials, humiliations, 

powerlessness, aridity, struggles, and tempests are meant in the 

divine plan to extinguish the illusory fires of self-love, pride, earthly 

affections, and all other irregular passions, so that only one fire may 

burn within you, ever more intensely and strongly, the fire of charity. 

 

https://spiritualdirection.com/2018/11/12/the-development-of-love  

�

To become an adorer, ��Debby Bowen at 323-7080 

��Adoration Line at 323-6272 x6 

 

Adoration is now available in the main church  

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 AM to Noon. 

 

Masks are required and please follow posted safety guidelines. 

Please pray for all of the intentions listed on our prayer line, for the sick 

and dying, the imprisoned and all those in need of spiritual, emotional, 

physical and/or financial support and healing. Especially please pray: 

 

�� For those suffering the loss of a loved one, for comfort. 

�� For Terry, for complete healing and strength. 

�� For an elderly gentleman, for successful kidney surgery. 

�� For good medical test results and good health for Fr. P. 

�� For an increase in vocations. 

�� For the health of the priests of the diocese. 

�� For the intentions of the seminarians. 

�� In thanksgiving for all God’s graces and answers to the requests of 

the prayer line. 

 

To have the prayer line members pray for you or a love one: 

��Office at 323-6272 x1 

or���francisatbtown@gmail.com; 

or visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com, 

click Liturgy and Prayer, then Prayer. 

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line 

Featured Formed Program: Saint Francis of Assisi - His Life and 

Miracles. This new docudrama on the life and miracles of St. Francis is 

based on the official writings of Brother Thomas Celano, a close 

companion and friar with St. Francis who spent many years with the saint. 

Brother Thomas called Francis an "alter Christos" who was like "a holy 

mirror of the sanctity of the Lord, and an image of His perfection." 

Beautifully filmed on location in Assisi and other Italian towns where 

Francis made an impact, this film tells the story of his whole life. We see 

the wealthy young Francis, who dreamt of being a great knight, but 

becomes transformed by a mystical experience of the Lord, who asked 

Francis to "rebuild my Church." God asked him to leave all his 

possessions and unite himself with his "Lady Poverty," serving the poor 

and outcast. Francis becomes a "troubadour of the Lord" and a "jester of 

God" who attracts great numbers of men to join his new monastic order, 

helping to renew the Church and spread the Gospel. 

Catholic Resources 

Go to FORMED.org.  

Enter Parish Code: 42CFV7. 

Access life changing content! 

40 Days for Life - Wednesday, September 23 through 

Sunday, November 1. Join us in witnessing to life in the 

public right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood at 3550 

Main Street in Springfield, at the intersection of Main 

and Wason Avenue. Parking is available along Birnie Avenue.  

Constant Vigil - It is a peaceful and educational presence.  

Prayer & Fasting - Christ told us some demons can only be driven out by 

prayer and fasting.  

Sign-up for vigil hours at: www.40daysforlife.com/springfield. 

��Tim Biggins at 342-0403 or � 40DaysWM@gmail.com. 

 

Bethlehem House - 40 Days for Life campaign has begun. 

Please pray for all those involved it the abortion industry and 

all those who have fallen victim to the lie that only the 

mother’s wishes matter. The Church teaches that each of us, 

from the moment of conception, is fully human and a child of God, created 

by Him, each with a part in His Plan to save this world. 

We will be collecting items through the end of October, to help mothers 

care for their babies. We cannot accept used clothes at this time. New 

clothing can be accepted but the greatest need is for diapers. Checks 

made out to ‘Bethlehem House’ and gift cards are also welcome. Please 

pray for these families during the pro-life month of October.  

��or text  Rita Lee 774-200-6464 

 

Life Chain - Join area pro-lifers for a Life Chain on 

Saturday, October 10 from 11AM to noon, along Route 5 

in Longmeadow. Meet in St. Mary’s Church parking lot at 

10:30 AM to pick up signs. Sponsored by Pro-Life of 

Pioneer Valley.  

��prolifepioneervalley@gmail.com 

Pro-Life - Because Life is Sacred 

https://clearwayclinic.com 

Call:+1-413-351-0070 or Text: +1-774-314-8298 

1259 E. Columbus Avenue, Springfield, MA 01105 

The Church is Open for Visitation 

(the chapel is not available) 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday until 6 PM 

Please remember to wear a mask  

and follow all safety protocols posted at the church. 
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry makes handmade shawls for 

bereaved or seriously ill individuals. Each shawl is lovingly made to 

provide comfort during a difficult time and serves as a reminder that the 

individual is not alone. 

Do you know someone who would appreciate a reminder  

that they are not alone and would like to be held up  

in prayer during a difficult time? 

� Bonnie Miller at 253-2293  

or Diane Plante at 237-3001 

The Food Pantry  is in need of: 

  canned vegetables, canned fruit, coffee and tea. 

Donations can be left between the doors of the parish office or church. 

Your generous response helps us serve the needs of the community 

throughout the year. Thank you! 

��Food Pantry at 323-6272 x8�

Take & Eat provides nourishing meals and a short visit to the elderly 

and homebound in Belchertown on the 2

nd

 and 4

th

 Sundays of the 

month. It is run entirely by volunteers and your generous donations. If 

you are looking for a volunteer opportunity which provides great service 

to our community, please consider joining our team. Our wonderful 

volunteers shop, bake, cook, pack and/or deliver for our program. 

 ��Michele at 323-7959 

The Mats for the Homeless Ministry makes sleeping mats for 

the homeless in the diocese. Parishioners of almost any age can help in 

either making the ‘plarn’ (plastic yarn) out of plastic grocery bags or 

crocheting them together to make mats.  

Please remember to save your plastic bags for  

donation to this ministry. 

��Becky Walton at 345-1757 

Is It the Thought That Counts? - I can remember times when I received 

a gift that I would not have chosen for myself. At those times I certainly 

thought to myself that “it was the thought that counts.” I was happy that the 

gift-giver thought of me at all. Then there have been times when my 

children have not given me a gift and then chose to tell me all about what 

they were going to give me. They would then follow it up by saying, “it was 

the thought that really counts.” Really!?! I don’t think so. I could think of 

sending my wife on a cruise, but that is not in any way the same as going 

on the cruise. I think there are times when all of us think we are more 

generous than we are, simply because we were thinking about being 

generous. 

This way of thinking can be dangerous. Jesus teaches us to say what we 

mean and mean what we say. The intentionality of our actions is 

important, but intentionality without action is meaningless. How we act and 

what we give serves as evidence of our intentions and indicates where our 

heart truly lies. If we fool ourselves into thinking we are someone we are 

not, it can become difficult to see the truth. We need to look for the fruit in 

our lives. We need to make sure our desires and thoughts are moving us 

to act. You know that other saying about intentions, don’t you? Don’t pave 

the road to a place no one wants to end up with your intentions. Instead, 

let your intentions and actions lead others to another place where Jesus 

can be found. – Tracy Earl Welliver     ©LPi 

Stewardship Reflection 

Gifts of Time Talent and Treasure 

Keeping our large, vital parish running, worshipping, ministering, serving, 

and praying are a small paid staff and an army of volunteers. These 

volunteers often go unnoticed. This weekly corner is an opportunity to 

recognize and thank them. 

Many thanks to Gerri Amprimo who has donated much time, talent and 

treasure to the parish. In her dedication to evangelization, she has offered 

many ways to learn about Catholicism for the parishioners who want to 

know more about their faith. Over the years, she has offered teens Bible 

Study and pizza, encouraging discussion and questions among peers with 

the help of Dave Nauman and Patrick Hegarty. She has facilitated adult 

Bible Study sessions during the day and evening with the hope of 

accommodating all who are interested. Her dedication to faith education 

and evangelization has led her to setup and maintain the kiosk of books 

and CD’s for anyone to purchase. She has offered the St. Francis Dinner 

Club which provided speakers, dining and discussion for adults. Although 

many sessions have been suspended because of the virus, hopefully, the 

health and climate of our country will soon improve, allowing us to gather 

in groups again so we can avail ourselves of these wonderful programs. 

Thank you Gerri for your gifts of time, talent and treasure and God bless 

you.  

Service and Outreach 
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Parish Contacts 

Parish Staff Extensions at 323-6272 

Pastor:  ....................................... Fr. David Darcy  .............................. x3 

Office Manager:  ............................ Louise Christ  .............................. x1 

Maintenance Supervisor:  ................. Tom Curto  ...(leave message) x1 

Adoration Line: Recorded Message with Updates ............................. x6 

Angel Tree:  ...................................... Kathy Wood ....(leave message) x7 

Food Pantry:  .................... Roseann Montefusco ....(leave message) x8 

Dir. of Religious Ed:  ................. Carolyn Groves  ........................ x2, x1 

HS/Confirmation/NCYC:  ............... Melissa Hurst  ........................ x2, x2 

First Penance/Communion:  ......... Linda Racicot  ........................ x2, x3 

RCIA Coordinator:  ......................... Judy Trickey  ........................ x2, x4 

Parish Child Advocate:  ................ Cynthia Reed  ......... (413) 259-7536 

 st.francisbtown@gmail.com 

Personal Resource for Child Protection: 

http://diospringfield.org/Ministries/child-youth-protection/ 

Finance Committee Chair:  ................................. Justine G. Holdsworth 

Bulletin Editor:  ............................. Kathy Kervick  .............................. x4 

 EditorStFran@gmail.com 

Submit written copy.  Deadline: 10 AM Monday. 

Web Minister:  ............................. Jeanne Brzycki  ..................................  

                                                              stfranciswebminister@gmail.com 

Manager of Parish Website, Facebook and MyParishApp. 

Choir Director:  .............................. Donna Grady  ................... 323-4036 

 dgradybtwn@aol.com 

Liturgical Ministries:  ......... Thérèse Rakouskas  ................... 323-4940 

 ..............................................................................  ... rakfam@charter.net 

For Greeters, Altar Servers, Lectors, and Eucharistic Ministers. 

Gathering Space Table/Easel  

Reservations:  ........... David Adams ................. dadamsdad@gmail.com 

Must be reserved at least 2 weeks in advance. 

�Cut this out and post it for reference. 

Coming Soon! The Catholic Life Conference is October 11-17 - Put on 

your slippers, make some popcorn, turn off the phone and leave the 

dishes! It’s the Catholic Life Conference with Scott Hahn, Trish Short, 

Hudson Byblow, and Popple and it’s coming to your living room to fill your 

heart with hope and your faith with renewed joy. The conference can be 

accessed through the website or by DVD. Go to catholiclifeconference.org 

to register for this free event and to request a conference ‘to go’ bag.  

Catholic Community News 

Mary’s House of Prayer Gift Shop located at 202 East Main Street in 

Chicopee is open, Monday through Friday 10 AM - 2 PM and by 

appointment. They carry Baptismal, First Communion and Confirmation 

gifts and cards, as well as bibles, rosaries, statues, 100% beeswax 

candles, Catholic books, and other Catholic devotional materials. Please 

stop in and receive free blessed and exorcised Holy water and salt. They 

accept cash and personal checks and look forward to seeing you soon.  

��Jean at 452-0511.�

 St. Francis, Belchertown, MA 03-0096

Landscape Design & Construction 
Unique Garden Center 

Palmer MA  413-283-4900
fivestargardens.com

Katarzyna Babinski, O.D.
Comprehensive Optometry

Contact Lenses

200 Center St • Ludlow, MA 01056
p (413) 583-3600 • F (413) 589-0783

 Belchertown South Hadley Palmer
 323-696 533-4400 283-9061 

www.beersandstory.com

Wendy Story & 
Marc Gaudreau

Directors & Certified Celebrants
Burial • Cremation 

Preplanning

Beers & Story Funeral Homes

Janise Fitzpatrick 

REALTOR®

Office 413-323-7295 
Cell  413-219-2527 
Jfitzpatrick@JonesRealtors.com

Jones Group Realtors 
45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA

413-323-4117
62 Turkey Hill Rd, Belchertown
Open 7 Days a Week 11 am - 11 pm

Fresh Italian & Mediterranean Style Food
American Favorites

Christopher Heights has 
Reasonable Rates for

Every Budget 
Christopher Heights of Belchertown   99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007

For information about our Belchertown community, call Lorna Stone at 413-323-5500
www.christopherheights.com

Contact Victoria Russo to place an ad today! 
vrusso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6283 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Francis, Belchertown, MA 03-0096

LAW OFFICES OF
RICHARD H. MAYNARD, PC

RichaRd h. MaynaRd attoRney at Law

(413) 323-8800
email: maynardlaw@maynardlawpc.com

35 Bridge Street • P.O. BOx 162
BelchertOwn, MA 01007

WWW.MAYNARDLAWPC.COM

Little Friends Child Care Center

Caring for children
1-year to 9 years old
(413) 323-8447

E-mail: LittleFriends39@aol.com
58 Daniel Shays Highway, Belchertown

www.littlefriends39.com
Betsy Sawyer, Director/Owner

Full Day Programs, Morning Preschool
and Before and After School

Tilton
Automotive

GENERAL REPAIRS 
3 Amherst Road

Belchertown
323-5051

Orchard Hill 
equipment 

& trailer sales
Rt 9, Belchertown, MA

 

 413-253-5456
 www.orchardhillsales.com

323-9611 / 800-894-9591
www.bellandhudson.com

19 N. Main Street
Belchertown, Mass.

AJ’s Auto Body
Collision Specialist

State Of The Art Down Draft Spray Booth
Frame & Unibody Repair • Computerized Paint Matching

Insurance Approved • Glass Replaced
Licensed Appraiser • FREE ESTIMATES

              413-467-2533
Reg. Shop 3199

39 W State Street
Granby, Mass

413-283-6403
NESCO SALES INC.

AUTO BODY REPAIRS
91 State Street, Bondsville, MA 
www.nescoautobody.com

 Kevin N. Comstock RS#1688

 257 Kendall Street
 Ludlow, Massachusetts 01056
 (413) 583-6574

LUDLOW FAMILY DENTISTRY
Dr. Frank J. Mitera • Dr. Timothy J. Young • Dr. Michelle D. Roberts

Accepting New Patients 
www.ludlowfamilydentistrypc.com

5 George Hannum St. • Belchertown
Wash packages make great gifts, call

413-519-9285 to ask about our VIP Wash Cards

The Villa Rose
Fine Dining • Banquets • Catering

1428 Center St. Ludlow MA
(413) 547-6667

Funerals • Weddings & Rehearsal Dinners
Baptism & Communion Celebrations

DEVINE
OVERHEAD GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS

SALES, SERVICE
 & INSTALLATION of

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

106 WEST ST., HADLEY
GERRY DEVINE | 586-3161

FOOD • FUN • BEVERAGES
ALL MASS LOTTERY

Belchertown, MA 413-323-6420

Where good friends...
          good times and
              hearty laughter are
                   always welcome!!!

McCarthy’s Pub

Cemetery Monuments,
 Markers & Statuary

Ray Haluch, Inc.
1014 Center St., Ludlow, MA 01056

413-583-6508
Owner: Mike McKenzie

Ma. Masters Commercial
Lic. #15648A Industrial

Residential

Fully Insured                          413-213-0770
Serving the Belchertown area with 30 years 
of expert electrical service and knowledge.

8 Mill Valley Road
Hadley, MA 01035

Happy Gardeners 
“One Yard at a Time”

Loam, compost, large selection of mulch, landscaping & 
wall/patio stone, stone/granite products, and more!

www.megansvalley.com

1 Main Street, Belchertown • 413-323-4455 • www.DentalFamily.com

Dr. Theresa Hoang 
Parishioner

Dr. Joseph Ting 
Parishioner

Providing comprehensive dental care for the entire family! 
NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

St. Francis of Assisi
stfrancisbelchertown.weshareonline.org

of doing business with
the Knights of Columbus

Discover the Catholic Difference

CATHOLIC VALUES • CHARITABLE GIVING • ETHICAL PRACTICES

BILL WISNIEWSKI
413-612-0253 x 109

WisniewskiAgencyMail@KOFC.org
Life Insurance • Retirement Annuities 

Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance


