
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 612, Belchertown, MA 01007-0612 

Phone & Fax:  (413) 323-6272 

Email:  francisatbtown@gmail.com 

Website:  www.stfrancisbelchertown.com 

Business Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 9 AM - Noon, or by appointment 

Mass Times: Saturday 4 PM  ���Sunday 8 AM, 10:30 AM  ���Monday - Thursday 8 AM�

Holy Day Masses:  Consult the weekly Mass schedule 

Reconciliation:  Consult the weekly Mass schedule, or by appointment 

 

Adoration Hours:  Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 AM - Noon, in the main church 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

24 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA 

� Pastor: Fr. David Darcy 

 Pastoral Minister: Mr. Paul Vanasse 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 11, 2020 

Bulletin:  Copy deadline is Monday at 10 AM.  Copy must be submitted in writing to:  EditorStFran@gmail.com 

Lord Jesus,  

You have promised  

to secure a place  

and banquet for us  

in Your Father’s house.  

May we habitually respond  

to the invitation  

to feast on Your Word,  

Body and Blood in this life,  

so that we can joyfully anticipate  

the timeless celebration  

that is to come.  

    Amen 
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SATURDAY,  October 10, 2020  Vigil: Twenty-Eighth Sunday 

  in Ordinary Time 

 3:00 PM Reconciliation 

 4:00 PM ��Diane Guertin req. by Karen Guertin & family 

SUNDAY,  October 11, 2020 Twenty-Eighth Sunday in 

  Ordinary Time 

 8:00 AM � Marcel Archambault req. by Tony & Dianne 

  Ricchiazzi 

 10:30 AM � Frank Pion, 37

th

 ann., req. by Joyce Levesque 

MONDAY,  October 12, 2020 

 8:00 AM ��Maria DaCosta req. by Justine G. Holdsworth 

TUESDAY,  October 13, 2020 

 8:00 AM ��Dorothy Holmes req. by the Holmes family  

WEDNESDAY,  October 14, 2020 

 8:00 AM � Francis Sheaffer req. by Justine G. Holdsworth�

THURSDAY,  October 15, 2020 

 8:00 AM Justine G. Holdsworth’s intentions 

FRIDAY,  October 16, 2020 

 8:00 AM ��No Mass 

SATURDAY,  October 17, 2020  Vigil: Twenty-Ninth Sunday 

  in Ordinary Time 

 3:00 PM Reconciliation 

 4:00 PM ��Marcel Archambault req. by Wayne Buxton 

SUNDAY,  October 18, 2020 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in 

  Ordinary Time 

 8:00 AM � Raymond Couture req. by David & Martha 

  Fredenburgh 

 10:30 AM In thanksgiving for the healing of Emaline 

  Holdsworth req. by Justine G. Holdsworth 

Holy Mass 

- This Week’s Intentions - 

Pray for Vocations 

- Answer His Call - 

How do we make a return for all the gifts that God has given us?  

One way is to respond to His call to live the vocation He has in 

mind for us.   

  

Is God calling you? Visit: www.myvocation.org. 

� ��vocations@diospringfield.org 

 Attn: Fr. David Darcy or Fr. Michael Wood 

 

Please pray for priests and all liturgical ministers, may they enrich 

our community’s Eucharistic celebrations. 

From the Office 

Regular Parish Business Office Hours are: 

Monday - Friday 9 AM - 12 Noon, and by Appointment. 

Please call before coming to be sure someone is available. 

Face masks are required for staff and visitors. 

Safe Worship Guidelines 

Weekend and daily Masses have resumed with changes since the Covid-

19 outbreak. Here is what we are doing to meet the guidelines for a safe 

worship environment at St. Francis. 

We are blessed with a large open worship space that easily 

accommodates the 6-foot social distancing requirement. Every other pew 

has been taped off and people who do not live as families are asked to sit 

separately. Attendance is still low, so there are many open seats between 

worshipers. 

A/C will be in use as needed, otherwise windows will be open for air flow.  

The church doors will be open before and after Mass 

to eliminate the need to touch door handles.  

Hand sanitizer has been placed around the church for all to use but we 

encourage everyone to bring their own. Ushers are present to ensure 

people are following the guidelines. 

Offertory baskets are not passed but are available as you enter the 

worship space. All hymnals and worship materials have been removed 

from the pews. Bulletins are distributed by ushers wearing gloves. 

Masks must be worn at all times, upon leaving your car, during Mass and 

until returning to your car. Fr. David removes his mask once at the altar, 

away from the congregation. He dons it again for distribution of the 

Eucharist and the exit procession. The cantor and readers wear masks 

except when performing their role in the sanctuary, where they are 6 feet 

away from anyone. There are no altar servers. 

Father and Eucharistic ministers sanitize their hands before and after 

handling and distributing the Eucharist. And, as communion is only to be 

received in the hand, it is placed in the receiver’s hand without touching, 

while the 6-foot distance is maintained by those in the communion line. 

There are only two Eucharistic ministers per Mass, with Fr. David 

continuing to bring the Eucharist out to parishioners in their seats as 

needed. 

Following every Mass, the church is cleaned and sanitized by many 

generous volunteers and the maintenance staff. 

We continue to record and upload the weekend Mass to our Website 

(www.stfrancisbelchertown.com), our Facebook page and to YouTube.  

It also airs on BCTV 191 on Sundays at 4:30 PM. 

The celebration of Mass is the center of our Catholic faith and as such we 

recognize the hardship of those who are not yet able to attend. Please 

note that the Bishop’s dispensation from the obligation of weekend Mass 

attendance remains in place. We pray for God to give us consolation in 

these trying times.  

For those who attend Mass, please keep your masks on  

and maintain a 6-foot distance while in the church.  

You are encouraged to refrain from singing.  

Thank you for observing the above safety guidelines so that we can 

continue to keep our church open for worship. 

Please share with people looking to return to worship. 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed daily after morning Mass.  

Please join us! Our prayer intention is for Priests to be Holy. 

The Parish Business Office will be Closed  

for the Holiday - Monday, October 12. 

There will be No Church Visitation Hours on that day. 
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‘Tell those invited: “Behold, I have prepared my banquet, 

my calves and fattened cattle are killed, 

and everything is ready; come to the feast.”’  

Mt 22:1-14 

This Week’s Gospel 

Gospel Meditation 

God gives us an invitation to have an abundant life. The banquet is ready, 

and the tables are set. Come! There is so much to attend to in the 

everydayness of our lives. We have plans, after all. There is never enough 

time and so much that needs to be done. There is work, children, and 

grandchildren, paying the bills, planning for retirement, figuring out the 

details of our next vacation, making sure we are on top of our game with 

work, planning social engagements, answering emails, texts, and getting 

our latest pictures on Facebook. There is always something. What is this 

about some banquet? 

I need another party and commitment like a hole in the head. I can’t 

manage what I already have, and someone is asking me to do more! 

Seriously? I saw the invitation; I think it came in the mail the other day. Did 

I leave it on the table? Oh wait, it may have gotten thrown away. I can’t 

remember. In any case, I’m managing things pretty well on my own, I 

think. Thanks for thinking of me, but no thanks. My life is only as good as I 

make it and I have to be sure that all is in order! Oh, another invitation 

came today! This guy’s being persistent. Now, I’m getting angry. I wish he 

would just leave me alone and stop with this invitation nonsense. 

I woke up feeling a bit unsettled this morning. The kids have left the house, 

the grandchildren are busy with their lives, my retirement fund is losing 

ground, I’m worried about my health, folks have moved away, and I find 

myself alone. I am unhappy. I remember getting an invitation some time 

ago to a banquet promising new life and life in abundance. Did I miss 

something? I think I may have. I am finally discovering that life is not about 

me and my world. I think I’ve ignored the God who made me and the God 

who is the reason for my life, my hope, and my joy. It’s always been about 

me. I have not really discovered Eternal Love. 

Is the invitation still open? Can I come to the banquet? I think I’d like to 

come.       ©LPi 

Scripture Readings for October 17-18, 2020�

Is 45:1, 4-6/1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21  

A Well Formed Conscience is Key 

Before You Vote - 

 

With the presidential election approaching, it is important as Catholics, to 

bring the richness of our faith to the public square. We draw from both faith 

and reason as we seek to affirm the dignity of the human person and the 

common good of all. Everyone living in this country is called to participate 

in public life and contribute to the common good. Our approach to 

contemporary issues is first and foremost rooted in our identity as 

followers of Christ and as brothers and sisters to all who are made in 

God’s image.  

 

When deciding who is worthy of your vote as a Catholic, the following 

principles should be employed: 

 

�� Defense of Life, from conception to natural death 

�� Defense of Marriage and the Family as the basic unit of society 

�� Defense of Religious Freedom 

�� Care for All People, as everyone is made in the image of God, through 

personal charity and employing principles of subsidiarity 

 

The USCCB has a detailed article called Forming Conscience for Faithful 

Citizenship which may be helpful. It can be found at:  

https://www.usccb.org/resources/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship 

 

Christ said: “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  

GRATEFUL THANKS:   

I am very grateful to Fr. Darcy, my good friend,  

for inviting me to celebrate the Eucharist on Monday through 

Saturday this week while he was on retreat, shining his halo,  

and coming back to you spiritually renewed, invigorated and ready 

to take on the challenges of this wonderful parish.  

 

I am also very grateful for the warm and welcoming reception I 

always experience at this great parish. Please keep me in your 

prayers as I certainly remember you in mine.   

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  

– Fr. Roach  
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Men of St. Joseph 

Weekly meetings consist of prayer, reading about the ultimate 

example of holy manliness in our Lord Jesus in the Gospel, and 

a discussion of the practical application of that example in 

today’s world. This weekly prescription helps give men the tools, 

confidence, and the support of other men to become the spiritual 

leaders we are all called to be. 

Our hope, is that participation in these meetings will lead to invigorated 

spiritual lives of Catholic men, and by their positive influence, to that of 

our families, friends and coworkers. 

Zoom meetings are held every Wednesday from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. 

��John Rakouskas at john5star@hotmail.com  

or Steve Corbin at gmsteve512@gmail.com 

Teen Bible Chat 

A friendly and lively atmosphere where the faith can be 

discussed in the context of everyday challenges and 

where participants can grow in their faith. Gerri Amprimo, 

Pat Hegarty and Dave Nauman bring their knowledge, 

experience and love of the Catholic faith to young people who are hungry 

for more.  

Please stay tuned for updates and/or emails from Gerri. 

��Gerri Amprimo at 323-8633 

or Pat Hegarty at 687-7870 

Order of Franciscan Seculars 

 

The Testament of Saint Francis (1226): I worked with my own 

hands, and I am still determined to work, and with all my heart 

I wish to have all the rest of the brothers work at employment 

that can be carried out without scandal. Those who do not 

know how to work should learn, not because they want to get something 

for their efforts, but to give good example and to avoid idleness. And 

should the wages of our work not be given to us, we can turn to God’s 

table and beg alms from door to door. God revealed a form of greeting to 

me, telling me that we should say, “God give you peace.” 

��Pat Skaza, OFS at 213-0592  

or Kathy Ricardi, OFS at 323-9023 

Women of Grace 

We are currently watching and discussing “The Footprints of 

God” with Stephen Ray. This program can be found on 

Formed.org. Meet the people and see the places that shaped 

the salvation story through Scripture and Church history. 

Zoom meetings are held on the 2

nd

 & 4

th

 Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM. 

��Rita Lee at 774-200-6464�

or Kathy Kervick at 323-8592 

Knights of Columbus 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Council 10698’s information is available 

at: facebook.com/belchertownkofc and 

stfrancisbelchertown.com/knights-of-columbus. 

The Knights of Columbus are currently meeting on the 2

nd

 and 4

th

 

Tuesday of the Month at 7 PM via Zoom. 
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or � PGK Tom Grady at 323-4036  
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Visit www.s�rancisbelchertown.com, �
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Thank you for your generous response to the needs of our parish. 

Please remember that we rely on your commitment  

of weekly stewardship. 

“Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life;  

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for years to come.” Ps 23:6 

Father Darcy and the Finance Committee pray that only goodness and 

kindness follow you all the days of your life.  We thank you for your 

financial support of the parish! 

Remember, God will not be outdone in generosity! 

From the Finance Committee 

Faith and Fellowship 

Weekly Stewardship 

The Weekend Collection for October 3-4 was  ............................ 7,972.00 

The Weekly Average since July 1, 2020 is  ................................. 6,819.77 

The Building Fund Collection for October 1-4 was  ..................... 1,335.00 

The following people “purchased a brick” to support the building of 

our new parish complex:  

 

Tony & Diane Ricchiazzi - One Brick In Memory Of 

Arthur Frigon 

Bill & Pat Sniegowski - One Brick In Memory Of 

John & Rita Sniegowski 

Bill & Pat Sniegowski - One Brick In Memory Of 

Stefanie Smigelski 

Bill & Pat Sniegowski - One Brick In Memory Of 

Edward & Eleanor Baceski 

Bill & Pat Sniegowski - One Brick In Memory Of 

Joanne Sniegowski 

Bill & Pat Sniegowski - One Brick In Memory Of 

Barbara Savard 

Bill & Pat Sniegowski - One Brick In Memory Of 

Casey Kazarnowicz 

Bill & Pat Sniegowski - One Brick In Memory Of 

Sophie Seipel 

Bill & Pat Sniegowski - One Brick In Memory Of 

Felix Smigelski 

Thank you for your support and please 

remind your friends that they, also, can 

“purchase a brick.”  
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Adoration - Make a Holy Hour 

The Gift of Piety, Excerpt from Divine Intimacy  

 

Presence of God – O Holy Spirit, Spirit of piety,  

give to my heart the spirit of filial love.  

 

By means of the gift of piety, the Holy Spirit gives a new touch to our 

spiritual life, a touch of delicacy and sweetness which perfects and 

simplifies our relations with God and our neighbor. Basically these 

relations are regulated by justice, the virtue which inclines us to fulfill 

every duty and to give to each one his due. But if we were guided in 

our lives by justice alone, our path would be very arid, and fidelity, 

difficult. When, however, a sense of filial piety toward our heavenly 

Father is developed in us by the action of the Holy Spirit—a sense 

which, in practice, is expressed in ardent desires to please Him in all 

things—then we pass beyond the limits of justice—always a little 

rigid—and devote ourselves wholeheartedly to the service of God. 

Incited by that profound cry of “Father!” (Galatians 4:6)  which the Holy 

Spirit repeats within us, we rise toward heaven, longing to win God’s 

heart and to behave in all things as His true children; then the most 

difficult, laborious tasks become easy and sweet. This is how the gift 

of piety helps the virtue of justice as well as the virtue of religion. By 

this gift, “the Spirit Himself giveth testimony to our spirit, that we are 

the sons of God” (Romans 8:16); and this truth becomes a living, 

personal experience, capable of elevating us to God with entirely new 

filial ardor, ardor which will make our prayer easier, transforming it 

into an intimate heart-to-heart talk with our heavenly Father.  “O Holy 

Spirit, guide my soul, because all who are led by the Spirit of God, 

are truly the sons of God.  

https://spiritualdirection.com/2019/09/16/the-gift-of-piety 

�

To become an adorer, ��Debby Bowen at 323-7080 

��Adoration Line at 323-6272 x6 

 

Adoration Hours on the cover of this bulletin. - Masks Required 

Please pray for all of the intentions listed on our prayer line, for the sick 

and dying, the imprisoned and all those in need of spiritual, emotional, 

physical and/or financial support and healing. Especially please pray: 

�� For Catherine, for healing. 

�� Continued prayers for Tim, for healing, comfort and for those caring 

for him. 

�� For an increase in vocations. 

�� For the health of the priests of the diocese. 

�� For the intentions of the seminarians. 

�� For our brothers and sisters who are still unable to return to worship 

in community. 

�� For those planning the Mobile Eucharistic Processions. 

�� In thanksgiving for all God’s graces and answers to the requests of 

the prayer line. 

 

To have the prayer line members pray for you or a love one: 

��Office at 323-6272 x1 

or���francisatbtown@gmail.com; 

or visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com, 

click Liturgy and Prayer, then Prayer. 

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line 

Featured Formed Program: YDisciple - Called: Discover Your Vocation -

God has created each of us uniquely – to play a unique role in our time 

and our world. But how do we figure out what God is asking us to do? If he 

is calling us, why can’t we hear him more clearly? What will we have to 

take on or give up if we follow his call? 

These are the questions we’ll explore together in Called: Discover Your 

Vocation. With firsthand accounts and insights from presenters who’ve 

lived out these questions, Called walks through the importance of 

vocation, how to discern vocation as more than just a job, considering the 

priesthood and consecrated life, and the deeper meaning of marriage. 

Catholic Resources 

Go to FORMED.org.  

Enter Parish Code: 42CFV7. 

Access life changing content! 

40 Days for Life has begun and continues through 

Sunday, November 1. Join us in our witness to life in the 

public right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood at 3550 

Main Street in Springfield, at the intersection of Main 

and Wason Avenue. Parking is available along Birnie Avenue. Sign-up for 

vigil hours at: www.40daysforlife.com/springfield. 

��Tim Biggins at 342-0403 or � 40DaysWM@gmail.com. 

 

Bethlehem House - 40 Days for Life campaign has begun. 

Please pray for all those involved it the abortion industry and 

all those who have fallen victim to the lie that only the 

mother’s wishes matter. The Church teaches that each of us, 

from the moment of conception, is fully human and a child of God, created 

by Him, each with a part in His Plan to save this world. 

We will be collecting items through the end of October, to help mothers 

care for their babies. We cannot accept used clothes at this time. New 

clothing can be accepted but the greatest need is for diapers. Checks 

made out to ‘Bethlehem House’ and gift cards are also welcome. Please 

pray for these families during the pro-life month of October.  

��or text  Rita Lee 774-200-6464 

 

Life Chain - Join area pro-lifers for a Life Chain on 

Saturday, October 10 from 11 AM to Noon, along Route 

5 in Longmeadow. Meet in St. Mary’s Church parking lot 

at 10:30 AM to pick up signs. Sponsored by Pro-Life of 

Pioneer Valley.  ��prolifepioneervalley@gmail.com 

Pro-Life - Because Life is Sacred 

The Church is Open for Visitation 

(the chapel is not available) 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday until 6 PM 

Please remember to wear a mask  

and follow all safety protocols posted at the church. 

Let Your Voice Be Heard – Again! “Say No to ROE!” The state 

legislature has extended the session until January 5, 2021. There is a 

major push on by supporters of this legislation to get it passed, legislation 

which would expand abortion in Massachusetts, removing many safe 

guards and protections. We need to make our voices heard.  
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry creates handmade shawls for 

bereaved or seriously ill individuals. Each shawl is lovingly made to 

provide comfort during a difficult time and serves as a reminder that the 

individual is not alone. 

Do you know someone who would appreciate a reminder  

that they are not alone and who would like to be held up  

in prayer during a difficult time? 

� Bonnie Miller at 253-2293 

or Diane Plante at 237-3001 

The Food Pantry  is in need of: 

  cereal, soups, juice and pasta. 

Donations can be left between the doors of the parish office or church. 

Your generous response helps us serve the needs of the community 

throughout the year. Thank you! 

��Food Pantry at 323-6272 x8�

Take & Eat provides nourishing meals and a short visit to the elderly 

and homebound in Belchertown on the 2

nd

 and 4

th

 Sundays of the 

month. It is run entirely by volunteers and your generous donations. If 

you are looking for a volunteer opportunity which provides great service 

to our community, please consider joining our team. Our wonderful 

volunteers shop, bake, cook, pack and/or deliver for our program. 

 ��Michele at 323-7959 

The Mats for the Homeless Ministry makes sleeping mats for 

the homeless in the diocese. Parishioners of almost any age can help in 

either making the ‘plarn’ (plastic yarn) out of plastic grocery bags or 

crocheting them together to make mats.  

Please remember to save your plastic bags for  

donation to this ministry. 

��Becky Walton at 345-1757 

Respond with Love - Do you remember a time when you spent much 

time or money on a surprise or gift for someone else and they failed to 

appreciate it? We do open ourselves up to disappointment if our 

expectations do not match the response. Perhaps we reached down deep 

to share a part of ourselves only to encounter apathy and insensitivity. 

That can hurt even if the person ignoring our gesture meant no ill will 

toward us. 

What must God feel like when we fail to respond to what He has done for 

us. We probably do not purposefully slight God, but perhaps we are so 

busy and mindless that it becomes impossible to be responsive and 

mindful. We can miss the gift of God which is right before our eyes. 

It is very difficult to be a good steward if we do not intentionally choose to 

be mindful. We miss the important stuff in life, and we neglect those 

placed in our path as gifts to enrich our lives. If we are to live as Jesus 

asks, we must work on focusing our eyes of faith on the things that matter 

and the gifts we have been given. If we are made in the image of God, I 

suppose we can guess how God might feel when His gifts are not 

acknowledged, or His love not returned. If I reflect on the One who loves 

me more than anyone, how can I choose to not offer my love in return?  

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 

Stewardship Reflection Catholic Community News 

The Fire of Hope Virtual Catholic Rally - this year’s in person rally has 

been cancelled due to Covid, however, The Faith on Fire Committee is 

working to bring you The Fire of Hope Virtual Catholic Rally. This rally is 

being sponsored by the Hampden West Deanery, the Diocese of 

Springfield Catholic Charismatic Renewal and hosted by Sacred Heart 

Parish in Feeding Hills. Look for more updates on when and how to 

access this free rally. 

THIS WEEK!  DON’T MISS THE CATHOLIC LIFE CONFERENCE! It’s 

the talk of the town: Scott Hahn, Trish Short, Hudson Byblow, and 

POPPLE for the kid in all of us--this is the week!  All you need to do is 

register and begin watching on Monday, October 11. 

SPECIAL EVENT - PLEASE COME! We are having a live Adoration Hour 

at St. Michael's Cathedral on Friday, October 16, at 7 PM. We are so 

excited about this--it is hugely significant to what God is doing through this 

conference. The hour will be hosted by Vic Bergeron and it will be 

wonderful. It will be streamed to the conference website, so participating at 

home is available to all registrants. Invite friends--there will be plenty of 

room to space ourselves out in the Cathedral.  

The conference will air all week, with a live Q&A on Saturday, October 17.   

Questions?  � 768-0698 

Service and Outreach 

The Full of Grace: Women and the Abundant Life 

Foundational Study is being offered at Mary’s House of 

Prayer, 202 East Main Street in Chicopee, from 6-8 PM 

beginning on Monday, October 12, and continuing thru 

December 7. Based on Johnnette Benkovic’s book, Full of 

Grace, this study will teach you God’s purpose and mission 

for you by delving into prayer, Sacred Scripture, Church documents and 

teachings, the Catechism, the lives of women saints and the example of 

our Blessed Mother. You’ll be nurtured and fed spiritually, mentally and 

emotionally. You’ll learn to embrace your gift of authentic femininity and 

your dignity as a daughter of God. You’ll be equipped to fulfill your call and 

mission as a woman of grace in the world today.   

The books cost $45.00.  All women are welcome. Come, learn, make new 

friends and enjoy!  Be a Woman of Grace, a blessing to others.   

 

 � Jean at 452-0511 or ��maryshouse@diospringfield.org 

A Eucharistic Rosary Procession will be hosted by the St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Northampton on Sunday, 

October 18 beginning at 1 PM at the Blessed Mother Shrine 

adjacent to the former St. Mary’s Parish Church, 3 Elm Street 

in Northampton. Fr. Paul Norman will give a spiritual talk and 

he will be joined by Fr. Francis Reilly. The procession will take 

place through the streets of Northampton. Those attending are 

encouraged to bring a lawn chair. The intention will be for peace and 

healing in our nation and in the world.  

If you are interested in participating: 

� George Dastous at 221-4371 or Yves Jacques at 665-5052 
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Survey on the Response to Sexual Abuse 

The Independent Task Force on the Response to Sexual Abuse within the 

Diocese of Springfield is inviting you to participate in a brief online survey 

of how you perceive the diocese’s response to allegations of clergy sexual 

abuse in the past. 

A link to the survey can be found at diospringfield.org and will be available 

from Thursday, October 8 through Monday, October 19. 

Your valuable feedback will be used to help inform the development of a 

strategic plan with specific steps for improvement in the following areas: 

1. Acknowledging the trauma of sexual abuse on members of our 

community and ensuring the allocation of resources needed to 

promote healing of survivors and the faith community; 

2. Responding to all allegations of sexual abuse in our church community 

in a timely, compassionate and fair way; 

3. Ensuring the diocese has a transparent system of protocols and 

procedures that guarantee respect and due process for all involved; 

4. Ensuring that local church leadership is held responsible and 

accountable for failing to protect children and other vulnerable 

persons; 

5. Holding those who have been credibly accused of sexual abuse 

responsible and accountable; and 

6. Preventing sexual abuse of anyone in our faith communities in the 

future. 

Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact  

�he Office of Safe Environment and Victim Assistance  

� (413) 452-0624 or � j.trant@diospringfield.org  

From the Diocese 

October 12, 2020 

 St. Francis, Belchertown, MA 03-0096

Landscape Design & Construction 
Unique Garden Center 

Palmer MA  413-283-4900
fivestargardens.com

Katarzyna Babinski, O.D.
Comprehensive Optometry

Contact Lenses

200 Center St • Ludlow, MA 01056
p (413) 583-3600 • F (413) 589-0783

 Belchertown South Hadley Palmer
 323-696 533-4400 283-9061 

www.beersandstory.com

Wendy Story & 
Marc Gaudreau

Directors & Certified Celebrants
Burial • Cremation 

Preplanning

Beers & Story Funeral Homes

Janise Fitzpatrick 

REALTOR®

Office 413-323-7295 
Cell  413-219-2527 
Jfitzpatrick@JonesRealtors.com

Jones Group Realtors 
45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA

413-323-4117
62 Turkey Hill Rd, Belchertown
Open 7 Days a Week 11 am - 11 pm

Fresh Italian & Mediterranean Style Food
American Favorites

Christopher Heights has 
Reasonable Rates for

Every Budget 
Christopher Heights of Belchertown   99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007

For information about our Belchertown community, call Lorna Stone at 413-323-5500
www.christopherheights.com

Contact Victoria Russo to place an ad today! 
vrusso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6283 
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LAW OFFICES OF
RICHARD H. MAYNARD, PC

RichaRd h. MaynaRd attoRney at Law

(413) 323-8800
email: maynardlaw@maynardlawpc.com

35 Bridge Street • P.O. BOx 162
BelchertOwn, MA 01007

WWW.MAYNARDLAWPC.COM

Little Friends Child Care Center

Caring for children
1-year to 9 years old
(413) 323-8447

E-mail: LittleFriends39@aol.com
58 Daniel Shays Highway, Belchertown

www.littlefriends39.com
Betsy Sawyer, Director/Owner

Full Day Programs, Morning Preschool
and Before and After School

Tilton
Automotive

GENERAL REPAIRS 
3 Amherst Road

Belchertown
323-5051

Orchard Hill 
equipment 

& trailer sales
Rt 9, Belchertown, MA

 

 413-253-5456
 www.orchardhillsales.com

323-9611 / 800-894-9591
www.bellandhudson.com

19 N. Main Street
Belchertown, Mass.

AJ’s Auto Body
Collision Specialist

State Of The Art Down Draft Spray Booth
Frame & Unibody Repair • Computerized Paint Matching

Insurance Approved • Glass Replaced
Licensed Appraiser • FREE ESTIMATES

              413-467-2533
Reg. Shop 3199

39 W State Street
Granby, Mass

413-283-6403
NESCO SALES INC.

AUTO BODY REPAIRS
91 State Street, Bondsville, MA 
www.nescoautobody.com

 Kevin N. Comstock RS#1688

 257 Kendall Street
 Ludlow, Massachusetts 01056
 (413) 583-6574

LUDLOW FAMILY DENTISTRY
Dr. Frank J. Mitera • Dr. Timothy J. Young • Dr. Michelle D. Roberts

Accepting New Patients 
www.ludlowfamilydentistrypc.com

5 George Hannum St. • Belchertown
Wash packages make great gifts, call

413-519-9285 to ask about our VIP Wash Cards

DEVINE
OVERHEAD GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS

SALES, SERVICE
 & INSTALLATION of

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

106 WEST ST., HADLEY
GERRY DEVINE | 586-3161

FOOD • FUN • BEVERAGES
ALL MASS LOTTERY

Belchertown, MA 413-323-6420

Where good friends...
          good times and
              hearty laughter are
                   always welcome!!!

McCarthy’s Pub

Cemetery Monuments,
 Markers & Statuary

Ray Haluch, Inc.
1014 Center St., Ludlow, MA 01056

413-583-6508
Owner: Mike McKenzie

Ma. Masters Commercial
Lic. #15648A Industrial

Residential

Fully Insured                          413-213-0770
Serving the Belchertown area with 30 years 
of expert electrical service and knowledge.

8 Mill Valley Road
Hadley, MA 01035

Happy Gardeners 
“One Yard at a Time”

Loam, compost, large selection of mulch, landscaping & 
wall/patio stone, stone/granite products, and more!

www.megansvalley.com

St. Francis of Assisi
stfrancisbelchertown.weshareonline.org

of doing business with
the Knights of Columbus

Discover the Catholic Difference

CATHOLIC VALUES • CHARITABLE GIVING • ETHICAL PRACTICES

BILL WISNIEWSKI
413-612-0253 x 109

WisniewskiAgencyMail@KOFC.org
Life Insurance • Retirement Annuities 

Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance


