St. Francis of Assisi Parish
24 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA



Pastor: Fr. David Darcy
Pastoral Minister: Mr. Paul Vanasse

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 612, Belchertown, MA 01007-0612
Phone & Fax: (413) 323-6272
Email: francisatbtown@gmail.com
Website: www.stfrancisbelchertown.com
Business Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 AM - Noon, or by appointment

Mass Times: Saturday 4 PM ?Sunday 8 AM, 10:30 AM ?Monday - Thursday 8 AM
Holy Day Masses: Consult the weekly Mass schedule
Reconciliation: Consult the weekly Mass schedule, or by appointment
Adoration Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 AM - Noon, in the main church
Prayer of St. Augustine
I beg of You, my God,
let me know You and love You
so that I may be happy in You.
And though I cannot do this fully in this life,
yet let me improve from day to day
till I may do so to the full.
Let me know You more and more in this life,
that I may know You perfectly in heaven.
Let me know You more and more here,
so that I may love you perfectly there,
so that my joy may be great in itself here,
and complete in heaven with You.
O Truthful God, let me receive
the happiness of heaven which You promise
so that my joy may be full.
In the meantime, let my mind think of it,
let my tongue talk of it,
let my heart long for it,
let my mouth speak of it,
let my soul hunger after it,
let my flesh thirst after it,
let my whole being desire it,
until such time as I may enter through death
into the joy of my Lord,
there to continue forever, world without end.
Amen

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
All Saints Day
November 1, 2020

Bulletin: Copy deadline is Monday at 10 AM. Copy must be submitted in writing to: EditorStFran@gmail.com
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Holy Mass

- This Week’s Intentions SATURDAY, October 31, 2020 Vigil: Thirty-First Sunday in
Ordinary Time
3:00 PM No Reconciliation
4:00 PM < Norman Gousy req. by John & Anne Werbicki
SUNDAY, November 1, 2020 Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary
Time (All Saints Day)
7:15 AM Reconciliation
8:00 AM < Lucille LaBarre req. by her husband Leonard
9:45 AM Reconciliation
10:30 AM < Lester & Janina Olearczyk req. by Wesley & Anna
Nowak
MONDAY, November 2, 2020 All Souls Day
8:00 AM < All Souls
TUESDAY, November 3, 2020
8:00 AM < Clare Oberly, birthday rem., req. by Bob & Kay
Williams
WEDNESDAY, November 4, 2020
8:00 AM < The deceased of the parish
6:30 PM < Mass of Remembrance
THURSDAY, November 5, 2020
8:00 AM < Fr. Vernon Decoteau
FRIDAY, November 6, 2020 First Friday
8:00 AM < Deceased priests of the diocese
SATURDAY, November 7, 2020 First Saturday
8:00 AM < The souls in Purgatory req. by Mary Yando
Vigil: Thirty-Second Sunday In Ordinary Time
3:00 PM Reconciliation
4:00 PM < The souls in Purgatory
SUNDAY, November 8, 2020 Thirty-Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 AM < Raymond Couture req. by Rob & Ann Opalenik
10:30 AM < Wendell Cardiff req. by Colleen & Martha
Duroshea
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed daily after morning Mass.
Please join us! Our prayer intention is for Priests to be Holy.

Jesus is critical of those who do not practice what they preach.
Perhaps you are being called to service in humility by sharing your
gifts and your lives with others as priests, sisters or brothers.
Is God calling you? Visit: www.myvocation.org

vocations@diospringfield.org
Attn: Fr. David Darcy or Fr. Michael Wood
Please pray that our lives may be filled with service toward others
and treating others with mercy and love.
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Happy Anniversary Fr. David!
November 1 marks the one year anniversary of Fr. David’s
arrival to our St. Francis of Assisi parish and what a year it
has been! From the moment he arrived, he has been eager
to meet and serve our parish community - rekindling
connections from his childhood years as a parishioner and
meeting many new people, attending the various parish
group meetings, and most importantly shepherding us where we are and
feeding us spiritually. It is easy to see that his vocation is one of great joy.
While transitioning to a new parish family takes time, this past year has
been extremely unusual. Little did any of us know that our churches would
be closed for worship due to a virus and government mandates, or that our
most joyous season in the liturgical calendar would be celebrated virtually.
Fr. David rose to the challenge - recording the Masses on his phone and
providing a message of hope to remind us that we are united in Christ
even when we cannot worship together in person. Once churches were
allowed to reopen for worship, he made sure we met the guidelines to
make it happen as safely and as quickly as possible. As the guidelines for
community engagement change and evolve, rest assured that he will
make certain we do everything necessary to stay open for worship.
Unusual times call for creative and unusual ways to minister and we are so
very thankful to Fr. David for his willingness to bring Christ, with His
message of hope, to the streets of Belchertown with the Mobile Eucharistic
Processions.
From your St. Francis family, thank you Fr. David.
May God continue to bless you in your vocation as you minister to your St.
Francis family and so many others.

Upcoming Events

First Communion Masses will continue to be held on
the following dates for those who were due to receive
their First Holy Communion this past Spring.
Saturday, November 7 at 4 PM (2 children)
Sunday, November 8 at 10:30 AM (5 children)
These Masses will welcome a smaller number of First Communicants to
allow for social distancing. Please join us in welcoming these children to
the Lord’s table.
Mass of Remembrance - All are invited to a special
Mass of Remembrance on Wednesday, November 4
at 6:30 PM in the church. Friends and family members
of those who have passed away since November 2019
are invited to gather with us in this celebration of
remembrance of their loved ones.
In addition, throughout the month of November, St. Francis of Assisi
parishioners remember the deceased members of the parish in prayer at
daily Mass. A list of the names of those who have passed away in the last
year can be found at the front of the church by the sanctuary.
Thanksgiving Mass - This year’s Mass of
Thanksgiving will be celebrated on
Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30 PM.
This was agreed to by the Spiritual Life
Commission last year so that more people can
attend since many are cooking their meals, or
traveling on Thursday, Thanksgiving Day.
There will be no Mass on Thursday, November 26. 
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This Week’s Gospel

Gospel Meditation

“Blessed are you when they insult you
and persecute you and utter every kind of evil
against you falsely because of me.
Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward will be great in heaven.”

I remember as a child the meticulousness my father would bring to a task.
Whether it be tending to a chore in the yard, repairing something, or
painting a room, the tiniest of every detail demanded his attention. He had
great patience. I benefited greatly by his example and remember these
lessons well. We all need examples to follow. It is important to identity
folks who excel at simple things and show us how to do things well. There
are those among us and those who have gone before us who serve as
these models and witnesses. They are ordinary people who in their
“extraordinary ordinariness” capture our attention and allow us to see
things more clearly.

Mt 5:1-12a

Scripture Readings for November 7-8, 2020
Wis 6:12-16/1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14/Mt 25:1-13

Baptized

- Called by Name Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we welcome into our parish family:
Jayce David White
May his parents and godparents, by word and example,
bring him up to know, love and serve God in this life,
that he may be happy with Him forever in the life to come.

Daylight Savings Time
Ends
Sunday, November 1

These are the prophets, martyrs, teachers, witnesses, heralds, and
innovators who bring a single-minded devotion to God to even the simplest
of tasks they perform. They have an openness to being used and become
vessels of Divine justice, mercy, and presence. They call us to the “more”
of life and point us to the Gospel in all of its simplicity and splendor. They
remind us of the little ones of the Kingdom and the values we all need to
cultivate and possess. They are the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful,
and the peacemaker who often are rejected not only by those who have
far different agendas but by those you think would welcome them.
All of the saints in heaven and on earth form this cloud of witnesses who
journey with us as we make our way through life. They offer us inspiration,
wisdom, intercession, and support. They direct us toward true happiness
and remind us that we are all called to be saints. All it takes is desire, love,
and fidelity. There is much we can learn from the official saints of the
church. Their guidance is ever before us and ever with us. But there is
also a lot to learn from the unofficial saints of the church. They sit beside
us every Sunday, are our neighbors and ordinary people we meet every
day. Because of the devotedness of their faith, they remind us to keep
going, remain focused, and cultivate purpose and meaning, and give voice
to those who have none. The inspiration is all around us.
Pay attention to the details. Do what you do with great love. Know that you
©LPi
are not alone. Believe that you can persevere. Have great faith.

From the Office
General Routes for Mobile Eucharistic Processions

Routes begin at 2 PM at the start point and will take about 2.5 hours or until done.
Jesus will be there Rain or Shine!


Monday, November 2 – Region 5 – Pink
Starts at Alden Bank Plaza, Rt 202 S/State Street, Underwood St,
Lawrence Rd, Jon Dr, Jeffery Ln, Henry Dr, Dressel Ave, Fred Ruel St/
Boardman St, Rural St, George Hannum Rd, Hamilton St, Bay Rd, Rita Ln,
Chartier Dr, Sarah Ln, Metacomet St, Old Farm Rd, Catherine Dr, Old Bay
Rd, Plaza Ave, Warren Wright Rd, Bay Path Rd, Lamson Ave, Stebbins
St, Emily Lane, Mercier Dr, Pinebrook Dr, Clearbrook Dr, Daniel Sq,
Bachelor St/George Hannum Rd, Boardman St, Eskett, Barton Ave/Mtn
View, Laurel Ridge, Azalea Way, Oak Ridge Dr, Hemlock Hollow,
Chestnut Dr, Terry Ln, Summit St, Helen Ln, ending at Summit St/Rt 202/
State St.
Wednesday, November 4 – Region 6 – Green
Starts at St. Francis Church on Jabish St, Eastview Dr, Sargent St/Rt 9 W,
Chadbourne Rd, Lloyd Ave, N Main St/Rt 202 N, Rt 9 W, George Hannum
Rd, Hickory Hill, Dogwood, Magnolia Ln, Dana Woods, N Main St, Tucker
Ln, Woodhaven Dr, E Walnut St, Cottage St, Jabish St, Everett Ave,
Maple St/Rt 202 S, Front St – Christopher Heights, Maple St, Howard St,
Jackson St, N Main St/Rt 202 S, S Main St/Rt 181 S, Fuller St, N
Washington St, Cedar Glenn Dr, N Washington, Rt 181 S/Mill Valley Rd,
Jenson St, ending at St. Francis Church.

Regular Parish Business Office Hours are:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 12 Noon, and by Appointment.
Please call before coming to be sure someone is available.
Face masks are required for staff and visitors.
Diocesan Directives and Information under COVID-19
have been updated as of September 18 & 25.
The link to these directives can be found on the parish website at
stfrancisbelchertown.com

Take & Eat Coordinator Needed
Our Take & Eat program which delivers a hot meal twice each month to
shut-ins who reside in our Belchertown community, is in need of a new
lead coordinator or even two people to share the responsibility. Michele
Gousy, who has led the program since it came to our St. Francis Parish
nearly 10 years ago, is stepping down. We are so thankful for her years
of service in this important outreach ministry. The new coordinator would
oversee the running of the program with a host of other volunteers.
If you are interested:

Michele at 323-7959

67)5$1&,62)$66,6,3$5,6+



%(/&+(572:1

Faith and Fellowship

Weekly Stewardship
The Weekend Collection for October 24-25 was ...................... $6,481.00
The Weekly Average since July 1, 2020 is ................................. 6,753.69
The Building Fund Collection for October 1-25 was ................... 4,619.00

Teen Bible Chat

Please stay tuned for updates and/or emails from Gerri.
Gerri Amprimo at 323-8633
or Pat Hegarty at 687-7870

Thank you for your generous response to the needs of our parish.
Please remember that we rely on your commitment
of weekly stewardship.
Now available for St. Francis parishioners. 
Visit www.srancisbelchertown.com, 
then click on “Online Giving.”

From the Finance Committee
My God, my rock of refuge, my shield,
the horn of my salvation, my stronghold! Praised be the Lord,
I exclaim, and I am safe from my enemies. (Ps 18:3-4)

Women of Grace

We are currently discussing a series of talks given by Fr. John
Riccardo of Acts XXIX. He produces a weekly podcast that
touches on a wide array of topics like: How to Think, Speak,
Act and Pray When People Hate Us; Discussions with fellow
priests on how the lay people can support them so they can
feed us; and Reimagining Church in this Time of Covid.
Zoom meetings are held on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM.

Father Darcy and the Finance Committee praise the Lord and pray you
and your families stay safe and healthy. We give thanks for your
financial support of the parish!
Remember, God will not be outdone in generosity!
The following people “purchased a brick” to support the building of our new
parish complex:
Bob & Kay Williams - Two Bricks In Memory Of
Arthur Frigon
Thank you for your support and please remind
your friends that they, also, can “purchase a
brick.”

Rita Lee at 774-200-6464or Kathy Kervick at 323-8592

Order of Franciscan Seculars
The Secular Franciscan Order was established by St. Francis
of Assisi more than 800 years ago. Our purpose is to bring the
Gospel to life where we live and where we work. We look for
ways to embrace the Gospel in our lives and try to help others
to do likewise.
If you are interested in learning more about the joy of living as a Secular
Franciscan, contact:


Pat Skaza, OFS at 213-0592 or Kathy Ricardi, OFS at 323-9023

Men of St. Joseph

Annual Catholic Appeal Spotlight

Have you ever wondered what ministries are supported by donating to the
Annual Catholic Appeal? From time to time we will shine a spotlight on one
of the many ministries supported through this annual appeal. Your
financial support is most appreciated and we encourage you to find out
more about how you may get involved.
New Direction
New Direction Women’s Center educational program is supported in part
by the Annual Catholic Appeal. We provide ultrasounds for unexpected
pregnancies which shoe the mother there is a viable pregnancy, gestation
period and the baby’s approximate due date. Our services are provided at
no charge to the client.
We provide an incentive program called Earn While You Learn for mothers
and fathers. Some of the classes we provided are: The First Trimester,
Prenatal Care, Your Developing Baby, Ultrasound - Window to the Womb,
Bonding with Your Unborn Baby, and many more. We provide classes for
mom and dad throughout the pregnancy and toddler years. They can then
choose from our boutique baby clothes, formula, diapers, and much more.
-----------------The Annual Catholic Appeal has $599,000 to go to reach the 2020 goal.
No one could have anticipated the heavy demand on the resources of our
ministries and agencies when we set a $3 million goal for the year. But we
know now that we must reach it to keep them serving our neighborsbecause they are closer to home than you could ever imagine.
Please consider donating online at diospringfield.org/aca/. Thank you.

Weekly meetings consist of prayer, reading about the ultimate
example of holy manliness in our Lord Jesus in the Gospel, and
a discussion of the practical application of that example in
today’s world. This weekly prescription helps give men the tools,
confidence, and the support of other men to become the spiritual
leaders we are all called to be.
Our hope is that participation in these meetings will lead to invigorated
spiritual lives of Catholic men, and by their positive influence, to that of
our families, friends and coworkers.
Zoom meetings are held every Wednesday from 7:30 to 8:30 PM.
John Rakouskas at john5star@hotmail.com
or Steve Corbin at gmsteve512@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus
St. Francis of Assisi Council 10698’s information is available
at: facebook.com/belchertownkofc and
stfrancisbelchertown.com/knights-of-columbus.
The Knights of Columbus are currently meeting on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of the Month at 7 PM via Zoom.
kofcbelchertown@gmail.com or
PGK Tom Grady at 323-4036
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Michael Sweeney Prayer Line
Blessed Are the Peacemakers - Excerpt from Divine Intimacy
Presence of God – O Holy Spirit,
help me to establish my heart in peace.
A soul who has tasted God, under the influence of the gift of wisdom,
looks at the world with the eyes of God, and therefore is able to judge
all things “secundum rationes divinae” (St. Thomas IIa IIae, q.45, a.3, ad 3)
by divine principles, according to supernatural motives, and not
according to limited human reasoning. These are the truly “wise”
judgments that we can never formulate without the help of the Holy
Spirit. In fact, “the sensual man [the man of the senses and of natural
reason] perceiveth not these things that are of the Spirit of God; for it
is foolishness to him, and he cannot understand, because it is
spiritually examined. But the spiritual man [the man of faith guided by
the Holy Spirit] judgeth all things” (1 Cor 2:14,15). He judges all things in
relation to their supreme Cause, God; therefore, he directs all his acts
and orders everything in his life according to God. From this order –
the only true order – comes peace, the fruit of the wise direction of
the gift of wisdom; hence, the man who habitually lives under the
influence of this gift is a peaceful man par excellence. His heart is
established in peace, there is no longer anything disordered in it; all
his affections and desires, all his thoughts and acts, are completely
ordered according to God, being wholly submitted and conformed to
His laws, to His will, to His good pleasure.
“Under the influence of this gift,” says St. Thomas, “what is bitter
becomes sweet, and weariness becomes repose” (IIa IIae, q.45, a.3, ad

3).

spiritualdirection.com/2015/09/26/blessed-are-the-peacemakers

To become an adorer, Debby Bowen at 323-7080
Adoration Line at 323-6272 x6

Please pray for all of the intentions listed on our prayer line, for the sick
and dying, the imprisoned and all those in need of spiritual, emotional,
physical and/or financial support and healing. Especially please pray:
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i

For J. B., for healing after surgery.
For complete healing of J. I.’s injuries after a motorcycle accident.
For the sick and homebound, and for those that care for them.
For all of our parishioners who have died in the past year, and for
comfort for their friends and loved ones.
For a homeless family with special needs children, to find a home.
For all those serving in the military, for their safety and protection and
for their families.
For candidates running for office, that they conduct their campaigns
with respect and dignity.
For all citizens that they accept the responsibility to be informed and
vote.
For the safety of first responders.
For a cure and eradication of the Coronavirus.
For an increase in vocations.
For the health of the priests of the diocese.
For the intentions of the seminarians.
In thanksgiving for our new Bishop, Fr. William D. Byrne.
For the Mobile Eucharistic Processions to be fruitful.
In thanksgiving for all God’s graces and answers to the requests of
the prayer line.

To have the prayer line members pray for you or a love one:
Office at 323-6272 x1
or francisatbtown@gmail.com;
or visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com,

Adoration Hours on the cover of this bulletin - Masks Required

The Church is Open for Visitation
(the chapel is not available)

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday until 6 PM
Please remember to wear a mask
and follow all safety protocols posted at the church.

Pro-Life - Because Life is Sacred
Let Your Voice Be Heard – Again! “Say No to ROE!”
The state legislature has extended the session until
January 5, 2021. There is a major push by supporters of
legislation which would expand abortion in
Massachusetts, removing many safe guards and protections. We need to
make our voices heard.

Catholic Resources

Featured Formed Program: FORMED Now! Evangelization in the 21st
Century - 1. Evangelization today is re-proposing the Christian faith to the
modern world. It must be shared in a way that makes the truth relevant in
our time. 2. Vatican II and John Paul II proposed a new method of
evangelization—the apologetics of meaning. This proposes Jesus Christ
as the answer to the deep and pressing questions that modern men and
women are asking: What does it mean to be happy? What is love? What is
my identity and purpose? Why is there suffering in the world? What
happens after I die? Etc. 3. Evangelization should not only answer those
questions, but also reveal the loving plan of salvation that was
accomplished by Jesus—that our life is part of a much bigger and much
more meaningful story. 4. Then lead to The Search and talk about how
The Search does evangelization exactly in this way.
Swimming Upstream: Going Against the Current Culture - In this
empowering talk, Steve Ray shares what it means to be a Christian in
today's world. By examining the lives and martyrdoms of the early
Christians and understanding how they transformed the pagan GrecoRoman culture, Steve gives us a blueprint for the New Evangelization.
Learn from early Christians how to swim upstream against the current
culture and become a witness for Christ.
Go to FORMED.org.
Enter Parish Code: 42CFV7.
Access life changing content!
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Stewardship Reflection
Everyday Saints - Growing up I thought saints were larger than life people
with extraordinary stories. The thought that I could one day be revered as
a saint by anyone seemed crazy. I wrote my essays on different saints
every year in Catholic school right around All Saints Day. These were
stories about people I had never met, and I assumed I would never meet
anyone like them going forward.
Now that I am older, I realize that I was wrong back then and my
immaturity of both mind and heart did not allow me to see that there are
saints among us all the time. I have met many people in my life that I
would call living saints. They are holy people who give of themselves to
God and others in profound ways. Their relationship with Jesus is evident
and they live their lives in ways that people witness the transformative
power of love.
As a child I was wrong about saints, but even more importantly, I didn’t
fully realize that all of us are called to be saints! Me, a saint? Holiness is
not something simply studied in books. It is the way of life we are all called
to live. The call comes from Jesus Christ and each of us must respond. If
we are still thinking like children, we may choose to stay silent and live
accordingly. If we are more mature in our faith then we might not only
respond, we might one day have a school child write a report about us.
- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi

Service and Outreach
The Food Pantry is in need of:

cereal, soups, juice, and pasta.
Donations can be left between the doors of the parish office or church.
Your generous response helps us serve the needs of the community
throughout the year. Thank you!
Food Pantry at 323-6272 x8

Take & Eat provides nourishing meals and a short visit to the elderly

and homebound in Belchertown on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month. It is run entirely by volunteers and your generous donations. If
you are looking for a volunteer opportunity which provides great service
to our community, please consider joining our team. Our wonderful
volunteers shop, bake, cook, pack and/or deliver for our program.
Michele at 323-7959

The Prayer Shawl Ministry creates handmade shawls for

bereaved or seriously ill individuals. Each shawl is lovingly made to
provide comfort during a difficult time and serves as a reminder that the
individual is not alone.
Do you know someone who would appreciate a reminder
that they are not alone and who would like to be held up
in prayer during a difficult time?
Bonnie Miller at 253-2293 or Diane Plante at 237-3001

The Mats for the Homeless Ministry makes sleeping mats for
the homeless in the diocese. Parishioners of almost any age can help in
either making the ‘plarn’ (plastic yarn) out of plastic grocery bags or
crocheting them together to make mats.
Please remember to save your plastic bags for
donation to this ministry.
Becky Walton at 345-1757

Safe Worship Guidelines
Please share with people looking to return to worship.

Weekend and daily Masses have resumed with changes since the Covid19 outbreak. Here is what we are doing to meet the guidelines for a safe
worship environment at St. Francis.
We are blessed with a large open worship space that easily
accommodates the 6-foot social distancing requirement. Every other pew
has been taped off and people who do not live as families are asked to sit
separately. Attendance is still low, so there are many open seats between
worshipers.
The church doors will be open before and after Mass
to eliminate the need to touch door handles.
Hand sanitizer has been placed around the church for all to use but we
encourage everyone to bring their own. Ushers are present to ensure
people are following the guidelines.
Offertory baskets are not passed but are available as you enter the
worship space. All hymnals and worship materials have been removed
from the pews. Bulletins are distributed by ushers wearing gloves.
Masks must be worn at all times, upon leaving your car, during Mass and
until returning to your car. Fr. David removes his mask once at the altar,
away from the congregation. He dons it again for distribution of the
Eucharist and the exit procession. The cantor and readers wear masks
except when performing their role in the sanctuary, where they are 6 feet
away from anyone.
Father and Eucharistic ministers sanitize their hands before and after
handling and distributing the Eucharist. And, as communion is only to be
received in the hand, it is placed in the receiver’s hand without touching,
while the 6-foot distance is maintained by those in the communion line.
There are only two Eucharistic ministers per Mass, with Fr. David
continuing to bring the Eucharist out to parishioners in their seats as
needed.
Following every Mass, the church is cleaned and sanitized by many
generous volunteers and the maintenance staff.
We continue to record and upload the weekend Mass to our Website
(www.stfrancisbelchertown.com), our Facebook page and to YouTube.
It also airs on BCTV 191 on Sundays at 4:30 PM.
The celebration of Mass is the center of our Catholic faith and as such we
recognize the hardship of those who are not yet able to attend. Please
note that the Bishop’s dispensation from the obligation of weekend Mass
attendance remains in place. We pray for God to give us consolation in
these trying times.
For those who attend Mass, please keep your masks on
and maintain a 6-foot distance while in the church.
You are encouraged to refrain from singing.
Thank you for observing the above safety guidelines so that we can
continue to keep our church open for worship.
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Beers & Story Funeral Homes

Wendy Story &
Marc Gaudreau

Catholic Community News

Immaculate Heart of Mary Annual Holiday Bazaar will be held on
Saturday, November 7 from 9 AM to 5:30 PM at St. Theresa’s Gym, 9 E.
Parkview Drive in South Hadley.
Deb at 413-885-6868
Veteran’s Pork Roast Dinner (Take-Out Only) - will be held on
November 15 from 3-5 PM at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 256 State
Street in Granby. Dinner includes: pork roast, mashed potatoes/gravy,
413-467-9821
squash and dessert. Cost: $10
Christmas at the Vine & Branches Gift Shop located at Sacred Heart
Parish, 1061 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills is open on Tuesdays and
Thursdays 10 AM–3 PM and Saturday 9:30 AM–3:30 PM. Masks are
required. Credit or Debit card payment encouraged. We have a beautiful
selection of gifts and home décor for Advent and Christmas that you, your
family and friends will cherish for many years to come.
Pastoral Minister Deb Briancesco RN at 786-8200 x3.

Directors & Certified Celebrants

Landscape Design & Construction
Unique Garden Center
Palmer MA 413-283-4900
fivestargardens.com

Burial • Cremation
Preplanning

Belchertown
323-696

South Hadley
533-4400

Palmer
283-9061

www.beersandstory.com

Katarzyna Babinski, O.D.
Comprehensive Optometry
Contact Lenses

200 Center St • Ludlow, MA 01056
p (413) 583-3600 • F (413) 589-0783

Advent Calendar Raffle - St. Mary’s Academy at 56 Hopkins Place,
Longmeadow, MA 01106 is offering their 11th Annual Advent Calendar
Raffle with tickets available through November. This raffle raises much
need funds for the school. $10 for 1 chance, $20 for 3 chances. Cash
prizes range from $75 to the grand prize of $500. Chances can be
purchased by mailing a check with the number of chances you wish to
purchase, along with your name and phone number.
Amy Mendrala at 567-0907
or amendrala@stmaryslongmeadow.org

Janise Fitzpatrick
REALTOR®

Office 413-323-7295
Cell 413-219-2527
Jfitzpatrick@JonesRealtors.com



Jones Group Realtors
45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA

Christopher Heights has

Reasonable Rates for
Every Budget

Christopher Heights of Belchertown

99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007

For information about our Belchertown community, call Lorna Stone at 413-323-5500
www.christopherheights.com

413-323-4117

A Well Formed Conscience is Key
- Before You Vote -

With the presidential election approaching, it is important as Catholics, to
bring the richness of our faith to the public square. We draw from both faith
and reason as we seek to affirm the dignity of the human person and the
common good of all. Everyone living in this country is called to participate
in public life and contribute to the common good. Our approach to
contemporary issues is first and foremost rooted in our identity as followers
of Christ and as brothers and sisters to all who are made in God’s image.
When deciding who is worthy of your vote as a Catholic, the following
principles should be employed:
x Defense of Life, from conception to natural death
x Defense of Marriage and the Family as the basic unit of society
x Defense of Religious Freedom
x Care for All People, as everyone is made in the image of God, through
personal charity and employing principles of subsidiarity.
The USCCB has a detailed article - Forming Conscience for Faithful
Citizenship which may be helpful. Find it at: https://www.usccb.org/
resources/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship
Know the Gospels and church teachings, study the issues, and then …
vote as your own well formed conscience demands.

62 Turkey Hill Rd, Belchertown

Open 7 Days a Week 11 am - 11 pm
Fresh Italian & Mediterranean Style Food
American Favorites

Contact Victoria Russo to place an ad today!
vrusso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6283
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LAW OFFICES OF
RICHARD H. MAYNARD, PC

257 Kendall Street
Ludlow, Massachusetts 01056

(413) 583-6574

Richard H. Maynard Attorney At Law

(413) 323-8800

LUDLOW FAMILY DENTISTRY
Dr. Frank J. Mitera • Dr. Timothy J. Young • Dr. Michelle D. Roberts
Accepting New Patients

www.ludlowfamilydentistrypc.com

WWW.MAYNARDLAWPC.COM

Discover the Catholic Difference
of doing business with
the Knights of Columbus

8 Mill Valley Road
Hadley, MA 01035

CATHOLIC VALUES • CHARITABLE GIVING • ETHICAL PRACTICES

BILL WISNIEWSKI

413-612-0253 x 109

Happy Gardeners
“One Yard at a Time”

WisniewskiAgencyMail@KOFC.org
Life Insurance • Retirement Annuities
Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance

email: maynardlaw@maynardlawpc.com
35 Bridge Street • P.O. Box 162
Belchertown, MA 01007

Loam, compost, large selection of mulch, landscaping &
wall/patio stone, stone/granite products, and more!

www.megansvalley.com

Orchard Hill
equipment
& trailer sales
Rt 9, Belchertown, MA

Cemetery Monuments,
Markers & Statuary

Ray Haluch, Inc.
1014 Center St., Ludlow, MA 01056

413-583-6508

AUTO BODY REPAIRS
91 State Street, Bondsville, MA

www.nescoautobody.com

Kevin N. Comstock

RS#1688

www.orchardhillsales.com
19 N. Main Street
Belchertown, Mass.

323-9611 / 800-894-9591
www.bellandhudson.com

BELCHERTOWN

Ma. Masters
Lic. #15648A

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

A 55+ COMMUNITY
CONTACT US WITH QUESTIONS AND FOR
MORE INFO ON THESE FANTASTIC UNITS!
UNITS 29 & 30 LISTED
BY THE POISSANT & NEVEU TEAM

ADDITIONAL
CONDOS
AVAILABLE!

Fully Insured

E-mail: LittleFriends39@aol.com
58 Daniel Shays Highway, Belchertown
www.littlefriends39.com
Betsy Sawyer, Director/Owner

Tilton
Automotive

3 Amherst Road
Belchertown

Owner: Mike McKenzie

Condos in

Caring for children
1-year to 9 years old
(413) 323-8447

GENERAL REPAIRS

413-253-5456

413-283-6403
NESCO SALES INC.

Little Friends Child Care Center

Full Day Programs, Morning Preschool
and Before and After School

323-5051

McCarthy’s Pub

Where good friends...
good times and
hearty laughter are
always welcome!!!
FOOD • FUN • BEVERAGES
ALL MASS LOTTERY
Belchertown, MA 413-323-6420

AJ’s Auto Body

Collision Specialist
State Of The Art Down Draft Spray Booth
Frame & Unibody Repair • Computerized Paint Matching
Insurance Approved • Glass Replaced
Licensed Appraiser • FREE ESTIMATES

413-467-2533
Reg. Shop 3199
39 W State Street
Granby, Mass

413-213-0770

Serving the Belchertown area with 30 years

of expert electrical service and knowledge.

DEVINE
OVERHEAD GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Team@TheTeamThatSells.com • (413) 813-4479
RE/MAX COMPASS, 108 Elm St., Westfield, MA 01085

SALES, SERVICE
& INSTALLATION of
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

5 George Hannum St. • Belchertown

GERRY DEVINE | 586-3161

Wash packages make great gifts, call
413-519-9285 to ask about our VIP Wash Cards

106 WEST ST., HADLEY

St. Francis of Assisi

stfrancisbelchertown.weshareonline.org
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