St. Francis of Assisi Parish
24 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA



Pastor: Fr. David Darcy
Pastoral Minister: Mr. Paul Vanasse

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 612, Belchertown, MA 01007-0612
Phone & Fax: (413) 323-6272
Email: francisatbtown@gmail.com
Website: www.stfrancisbelchertown.com
Business Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 AM - Noon, or by appointment

Mass Times: Saturday 4 PM ?Sunday 8 AM, 10:30 AM ?Monday - Thursday 8 AM
Holy Day Masses: Consult the weekly Mass schedule
Reconciliation: Consult the weekly Mass schedule, or by appointment
Adoration Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 AM - Noon, in the main church

Advent Prayer
Father,
in the wilderness
of the Jordan
you sent a messenger
to prepare people's hearts
for the coming
of your Son.
Help me to hear his words
and repent of my sins,
so that I may clearly see
the way to walk,
the truth to speak,
and the life to live for Him,
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen

Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

Bulletin: Copy deadline is Monday at 10 AM. Copy must be submitted in writing to: EditorStFran@gmail.com
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Holy Mass

- This Week’s Intentions SATURDAY, December 5, 2020 Vigil: Second Sunday of
Advent
3:00 PM No Reconciliation
4:00 PM < Sam Bastia req. by Gayatri Bastia
SUNDAY, December 6, 2020 Second Sunday of Advent
7:15 AM Reconciliation
8:00 AM < James Lampert req. by Bob & Louise Christ
9:45 AM Reconciliation
10:30 AM < Arthur Frigon req. by Gerri Amprimo
MONDAY, December 7, 2020
8:00 AM < Lucille LaBarre req. by Leonard LaBarre
MONDAY, Vigil: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
6:30 PM < Dennis Gosselin req. by the people of the parish
TUESDAY, December 8, 2020 The Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 AM < Martha Lofland req. by Bob & Kay Williams
12:10 PM < David Conkey req. by the people of the parish
WEDNESDAY, December 9, 2020
8:00 AM < Joan Sullivan req. by Bob & Kay Willaims
6-8 PM Reconciliation
THURSDAY, December 10, 2020
8:00 AM < Rose Kinkela req. by John & Terri Kinkela
FRIDAY, December 11, 2020
8:00 AM < No Mass
SATURDAY, December 12, 2020 Vigil: Third Sunday of
Advent
3:00 PM Reconciliation
4:00 PM < Betty Campion req. by the family
SUNDAY, December 13, 2020 Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM < Maria DaCosta req. by John & Therese
Rakouskas
10:30 AM < Donald, Lois & Stephen Benoit req. by John &
Ann Werbicki
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed daily after morning Mass.
Please join us! Our prayer intention is for Priests to be Holy.
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Upcoming Events
Christmas 2020 at St. Francis of Assisi
Due to safety concerns and restrictions on gatherings put forth by the
state, there is a need to change our holiday traditions.
There will be no Lighting of the Crèche Service,
Cookie Swap or Children’s Christmas Pageant.
Attendance at each Mass is limited to 200. As a result, Christmas
Masses this year will be by reservation only to ensure that we stay
below the limit, maintain social distancing, and everyone remains safe.
Anyone without a reservation will not be allowed entrance.
Persons who do not feel well or who are particularly vulnerable to Covid19 due to age or underlying conditions are encouraged to stay
home. We will miss you, but your health and safety are everyone’s main
concern.
Christmas Mass will be televised on BCTV 191 at 4:30 PM on Christmas
Day and will also be available online.
Attendance at All Christmas Masses Must Be Reserved in Advance
The Parish Office will begin taking reservations for the Christmas
Masses on Tuesday, December 1.
323-6272 x1
For those who do attend, masks and social distancing are required.
Cleaning and sanitizing protocols will continue to be in place.
Anyone without a reservation will not be allowed entrance.
Please arrive no later than 15 minutes (earlier if possible) before the
Mass and enter only by the front doors. This will allow time to check
names against the reservations list, direct seating and maintain social
distancing. Ushers will monitor the entering and exiting of the church.
Please note the following Holiday Celebrations Times,
as some have changed:
Sacrament of Reconciliation During Advent
In lieu of a Sunday afternoon Penance Service,
Fr. David will be hearing confessions during Advent on
Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16 & 23 from 6-8 PM.
Holy Day - The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
The Vigil Mass - Monday, December 7 at 6:30 PM
Holy Day Masses - Tuesday, December 8 at 8 AM & 12:10 PM
(This is a Holy Day of Obligation. Please note the new times.)
Christmas Masses
Christmas Mass Attendance is by Reservation Only.
Christmas Eve Masses - Thursday, December 24 at 4 PM & 6 PM
Christmas Day Masses - Friday, December 25 at 8 AM & 10:30 AM
The Feast of the Holy Family
This feast will be celebrated the during the regular weekend Masses
December 26 & 27. Family Blessings will be offered following each Mass.

John the Baptist is sent by God to prepare the way for His Son. In
our present time, God sends priests and religious especially to
prepare the people to receive His Son.
Is God calling you? Visit: www.myvocation.org


vocations@diospringfield.org
Attn: Fr. David Darcy or Fr. Michael Wood
Please pray for the courage to proclaim God’s word of comfort
and compassion.

Holy Day - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (New Year’s)
The Vigil Mass - Thursday, December 31 at 6:30 PM
Holy Day Masses - Friday, January 1 at 8 AM & 12:10 PM
(This is a Holy Day of Obligation. Please note the new times.)

As Covid-19 Cases Rise Again,
Please Be Extra Vigilant.
Please stay at home if you feel sick.
See our Safe Worship Guidelines on page 7.
Diocesan Directives and Information under COVID-19
can be found on the parish website at stfrancisbelchertown.com

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

This Week’s Gospel
John was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist.
He fed on locusts and wild honey. And this is what he proclaimed:
“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop
and loosen the thongs of His sandals. I have baptized you with water;
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
Mk 1:1-8

Scripture Readings for December 12-13, 2020
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
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Gospel Meditation
People knew over a year in advance that the Pope was coming for a visit
to America and the preparations began. Security, space limitations and
requirements, protocols, crowd management, itineraries, invitations,
regulations, and so much more was necessary to pull this event off
effectively. It’s not every day that we get a visit from such a prominent
dignitary. Thought, effort, meticulous attention to detail and vision all are
necessary to make this thing work. After all, he can’t just show up in the
ordinary and normal daily routines of life and catch people unprepared!
Tickets have to be purchased, buses rented, hotel rooms reserved, and
travel arrangements made early because it will be impossible to see him if
we wait too long!
We do this kind of preparing not only for prominent religious figures but for
political dignitaries, notable sports figures, people of fame, and even
actors. If an individual intrigues us, we are going to want to do all we have
to do to get a “good seat” in the house. Does Jesus Christ captivate this
much of our attention? We are asked to prepare the way of the Lord and to
do so not with frantic frenzy but patient enthusiasm. We do not have to
stand on a street corner making profound announcements about God’s
coming or become overly zealous in our embrace of the Good News. Our
task is quieter, more interior, captivating, and consuming. We are asked to
change. We have to conduct our lives with holy devotion.

A Holy Day of Obligation
Vigil Mass: December 7 at 6:30 PM
Holy Day Masses: December 8 at 8 AM & 12:10 PM

From the Office
Please Note:
Adoration is Cancelled December 8 &10
Parish Business Office Hours are:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 12 Noon, and by Appointment.
Please call before coming to be sure someone is available.
Face masks are required for staff and visitors.

Is the cost of that ticket too much for you? Don’t you want the “best seat”
in the house? You don’t want to miss Our Lord’s arrival when he comes,
do you? After all, if he comes while you are going about your daily routines
without you even knowing, he may catch you off guard. Or, he may come
in disguise looking like a beggar, a prisoner, migrant, refugee, or someone
who is lost. Would you be ready to recognize him then? Preparing for the
coming of Christ requires a change of mind, heart, and behavior. It is not
adequate to simply do the things we always do. We want our lives to
speak of the exciting news of Christ’s coming and the joy that the Gospel
brings. It has to do with our demeanor, values, priorities, choices, and how
we structure daily routines. Of course, it involves sacrifice. All anticipations
do! Are you excited, captivated, enthusiastic, and sitting on the edge of
your seat eager to celebrate his coming among us at Christmas, and
©LPi
waiting for him to come again? If not, why not?

Volunteer Opportunities
Take & Eat - We are looking for a few more people to serve as
bakers. This entails baking at home, packaging items individually and
delivering them to the Pine Room the morning of Take & Eat.
We are also looking for a few people to serve as drivers to deliver meals
to our recipients. This position requires a CORI check to be done prior to
delivering.
If interested, The Office at 323-6272 x1 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH

Weekly Stewardship
The Weekend Collection for November 21-22 was ............................... $7,236.00
The Weekly Average since July 1, 2020 is .............................................. 6,868.23
The Building Fund Collection for November 1-22 was .......................... 12,389.00
The Weekend Collection for November 28-29 was ............................... $9,846.50
The Weekly Average since July 1, 2020 is .............................................. 7,003.60
The Building Fund Collection for November 1-29 was .......................... 12,424.00

Thank you for your generous response to the needs of our parish.
Please remember that we rely on your commitment
of weekly stewardship.
Now available for St. Francis parishioners. 
Visit www.srancisbelchertown.com, 
then click on “Online Giving.”

From the Finance Committee
Lord, let us see Your kindness, and grant us Your salvation. (Ps 85:8)
Father Darcy and the Finance Committee thank you for your kindness to
our parish community.
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Faith and Fellowship
Teen Bible Chat

Please stay tuned for updates and/or emails from Gerri.
Gerri Amprimo at 323-8633
or Pat Hegarty at 687-7870

Women of Grace

We are currently discussing Advent using the program by the
same name on Formed.org.How exactly are we preparing our
hearts for the greatest gift we've ever been given? Through an
exploration of the mystery of the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth,
and the events surrounding the arrival of Jesus, this Advent study offers
an opportunity to experience the joy of the true meaning of Christmas.
Join us or watch it on your own and take a deeper look at Advent.
Zoom meetings are held on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM.
Rita Lee at 774-200-6464or Kathy Kervick at 323-8592

Remember, God will not be outdone in generosity!

Next Special Collection
The Collection for the Retired Religious will be taken up the weekend
of December 12 & 13. Help our elders. In good times and bad, senior
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have dedicated
themselves to service and acts of mercy. Today, they pray for an aching
world. Yet years of serving for little or no pay have left their religious
communities without enough retirement savings. Your gift to the
Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide medications, nursing care,
and other necessities. Please be generous.

Annual Catholic Appeal Update
The Annual Catholic Appeal has $539,147.77 to go to reach the 2020
goal. No one could have anticipated the heavy demand on the resources
of our ministries and agencies when we set a $3 million goal for the year.
But we know now that we must reach it to keep them serving our
neighbors- because they are closer to home than you could ever imagine.
Please consider donating online at diospringfield.org/aca/. Thank you.
The following people “purchased a brick” to support the building of our new
parish complex:

Bob & Kay Williams – One Brick In Memory Of
Martha Lofland
Bob & Kay Williams – One Brick In Memory Of
Rita Gallagher
Bob & Kay Williams – One Brick In Memory Of
Joan Sullivan
Charlene & Michael Forgue, Sr. – Two Bricks In Memory Of
Martha Lofland
Charlene & Michael Forgue, Sr. – Two Bricks In Memory Of
Rita Gallagher
Charlene & Michael Forgue, Sr. – Two Bricks In Memory Of
Joan Sullivan
Thank you for your support and please remind
your friends that they, also, can “purchase a
brick.”

Order of Franciscan Seculars

Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order – Article 12

Witnessing to the good yet to come and obligated to acquire
purity of heart because of the vocation they have embraced,
they should set themselves free to love God and their brothers
and sisters.
Learn more about the joy of living as a Secular Franciscan, contact:
Pat Skaza, OFS at 213-0592 or Kathy Ricardi, OFS at 323-9023

Men of St. Joseph

What’s in it for you?
x
x
x
x

Find Support to Grow Your Faith
Strengthen Your Marriage
Foster Family Values
Engage Your Community

Zoom meetings are held every Wednesday from 7:30 to 8:30 PM.
John Rakouskas at john5star@hotmail.com
or Steve Corbin at gmsteve512@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus
St. Francis of Assisi Council 10698’s information is available
at: facebook.com/belchertownkofc
stfrancisbelchertown.com/knights-of-columbus.
The Knights of Columbus are currently meeting on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of the Month at 7 PM via Zoom.
kofcbelchertown@gmail.com or

PGK Tom Grady at 323-4036

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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Michael Sweeney Prayer Line

The Lord Will Not Delay - Excerpt from Divine Intimacy
Presence of God – I place myself in the presence of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament, to receive His two-fold invitation to confidence
and repentance, contained in today’s liturgy.
O my Savior, Word of God, how can I doubt that You are coming
upon earth to save and sanctify me? Why do I not go to You with
complete, loving confidence, when You have spared nothing to show
me Your infinitely merciful love? Your Incarnation, Your infant tears,
Your humble, hidden life, Your apostolate, Your miracles, Your
sorrowful Passion and death, all Your precious Blood poured out,
shall they not be enough to make me believe in Your love, to open
my heart in the most complete confidence?
With this confidence, O my Jesus, I will resume my way and begin
again my poor efforts.
During this Advent, You invite me to greater recollection, to greater
interior and exterior silence, so that I may be able to hear Your voice
and prepare for Your coming. Help me, then, to quiet my continual
chatter about useless things, the discordant voices of nature, selflove, sensitiveness, the distracting prattle of my fantasies,
imaginations, thoughts and useless preoccupations.
O eternal Word, my Savior, draw all my powers to Yourself; fasten
my interior gaze upon Yourself, so that I shall no longer seek or hear
anything or anyone but You alone, eternal Word of my eternal God!

spiritualdirection.com/2017/12/10/the-lord-will-not-delay

To become an adorer, Debby Bowen at 323-7080
Adoration Line at 323-6272 x6
Adoration Hours on the cover of this bulletin - Masks Required
Call the Adoration Line before attending for any updates to hours or closings.

The Church is Open for Visitation
(the chapel is not available)

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday until 6 PM
Please remember to wear a mask
and follow all safety protocols posted at the church.

Catholic Resources - Formed.org
Prepare the Way of the King by Dr. Scott Hahn, one of the most eminent
Catholic theologians in our country today, reveals what scholars now know
about the shepherds, the mysterious Magi, and King Herod. Your Advent
journey will take on new meaning as you prepare your heart for the birth of
our Lord. This illuminating presentation is sure to help you grow in
appreciation of the greatest gift ever given to mankind—Jesus Christ.
For Kids: Join Brother Francis this Advent! Brother Francis leads us on a
daily journey in this special seasonal celebration of the coming of the Lord!
Featuring meditations, prayers, and suggested activities to keep our focus
on Christ this Christmas.
Register for daily emails at https://formed.org/advent
Go to FORMED.org.
Enter Parish Code: 42CFV7.
Access life changing content!

Please pray for all of the intentions listed on our prayer line, for the sick
and dying, the imprisoned and all those in need of spiritual, emotional,
physical and/or financial support and healing. Especially please pray:
i In thanksgiving for the many gifts, talents and time the Gousy family has
shared with our Parish. They will be missed. God speed to them in their new
venture!
i For 14 year old Alex, who has been diagnosed with leukemia.
i For Joanne L., for peace.
i For Hannah, for strength, health and successful chemotherapy.
i Continued prayers for J. I. going through surgeries and struggling with
injuries after a motorcycle accident.
i For David, who is in a hospice center.
i Continued prayers for successful surgery and relief of pain for B. E.
i Continued prayers for successful treatment, healing and relief of pain for T.
C.
i For successful treatment, surgery and healing for an elderly woman.
i For healing, strength and peace for Lorette.
i For strength, healing and comfort for siblings diagnosed with Covid.
i For relief of pain for an elderly woman with colon cancer.
i For the safety of first responders.
i For a cure and eradication of the Coronavirus.
i For an increase in vocations.
i For the health of the priests of the diocese.
i For the intentions of the seminarians.
i In thanksgiving for the life of Dennis Gosselin. Please pray for the repose of
his soul and for his family and friends in their bereavement.
i In thanksgiving for all God’s graces and answers to the requests of the
prayer line.

To have the prayer line members pray for you or a love one:
Office at 323-6272 x1 or francisatbtown@gmail.com;
or visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com,
click Liturgy and Prayer, then Prayer.

Pro-Life - Because Life is Sacred

Advent is a season of waiting with Mary to celebrate the birth of Our Lord
Jesus Christ. It is a good time to reflect on the pregnancy of Mary as she
waited in joyful expectation for the birth of her son.
We reflect during Advent that Jesus was a pre-born child. The moment of
the Incarnation took place not on Christmas Day at his birth, but at the
Annunciation which we celebrate on March 25 - nine months earlier. Jesus
the Eternal Word took flesh in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Reflecting on Mary’s pregnancy can teach us patience and the attitude of
joyful expectation that all of us should have as we prepare to celebrate the
birth of Jesus and as we wait for his second coming in glory at the end of
time. This attitude of joyful expectation should accompany the pregnancy
of every woman as we await the birth of her pre-born child. Each child is
made in the image and likeness of God no matter what their handicaps or
circumstances of conception.
Mary also can identify with every pregnant mother in a difficult pregnancy.
St. Joseph cared for Mary during her pregnancy. He is an example for all
men of the stewardship they are called to exercise. Men are called to
respect the wonder of procreation and to care for pregnant women
emotionally, materially and spiritually.
Excerpts from: www.priestsforlife.org/library/8381-a-reflection-on-mary-and-the-birth-of-christ

Clarity and Support for Pregnant Women
Visit: https://clearwayclinic.com
Call: 413-351-0070 or Text: 774-314-8298
1259 E. Columbus Avenue, Springfield, MA 01105

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH
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Catholic Community News

Stewardship Reflection

Mary’s House of Prayer Gift Shop - Looking for a perfect Christmas gift,
there is still time. Mary’s House of Prayer Gift Shop is having a 20% off
SALE on all Christmas items. We have Advent wreaths and candles, the
Christmas wafer, Nativity sets, books, Christmas tree ornaments, and
much more. Bring in the coupon below and receive 40% off any one item
in the store that is not a Christmas item, a perfect gift for someone special.

Jubilation to Share - Sometimes you have something to share with
people that causes you to well up inside with excitement to the point of
going crazy. A pregnancy test, a pay raise, a college acceptance, a
wedding or engagement are all examples of moments in life when we
might be bursting at the seams to tell somebody the good news. When we
finally get the chance to tell somebody, joy just seems to flow through us
with ease. We literally want the entire world to share in our jubilation.

Mary’s House of Prayer Gift Shop, 202 East Main St., Chicopee, MA
40% off one non Christmas Item, good thru December 22nd
Open Monday-Friday, 10 AM to 2 PM,
Saturdays, December 5, 12, & 19, from 11 AM to 2 PM,
Or by appointment
413-452-0511 or maryshouse@diospringfield.org

Christmas at the Vine & Branches Gift Shop located at Sacred Heart
Parish, 1061 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills is open on Tuesdays and
Thursdays 10 AM–3 PM and Saturday 9:30 AM–3:30 PM. Masks are
required. Credit or Debit card payment encouraged. We have a beautiful
selection of gifts and home décor for Advent and Christmas that you, your
family and friends will cherish for many years to come.

When was the last time you shared with a friend or loved one how much
your faith in Jesus means to you? You don’t feel the same motivation to
share? Are you not overwhelmed with a desire to spread the Good News?
Don’t feel bad. You are not alone. As Christians, we often fail to grasp the
powerful implications of being a disciple of Jesus Christ. We can become
complacent and lose sight of what matters the most. That is when sharing
with others about our faith seems uncomfortable.
Faith is a gift. As everyday stewards we are called to share with others
what God has given us. Advent is a great time to grow in our faith and love
of the Lord. The more we cultivate our faith and the closer we draw to Him,
the more we will want to share about Him. We might not have the impact
of John the Baptist in the course of human history, but our proclamation of
the Gospel to another might be the gift that changes their history.

- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi

Pastoral Minister Deb Briancesco RN at 786-8200 x3.

Service and Outreach

The Food Pantry is in need of:

canned tuna, shelf stable milk, coffee & tea.
Donations can be left between the doors of the parish office or church.
Your generous response helps us serve the needs of the community
throughout the year. Thank you!
Food Pantry at 323-6272 x8

Take & Eat provides nourishing meals and a short visit to the elderly
and homebound in Belchertown on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month. It is run entirely by volunteers and your generous donations. If
you are looking for a volunteer opportunity which provides great service
to our community, please consider joining our team. Our wonderful
volunteers shop, bake, cook, pack and/or deliver for our program.
Jaime Forsythe at 894-0774 or
jaimeforsythe32@gmail.com
Ann Marie Beaupre at 687-7296 or
beaupre6852@charter.net

The Prayer Shawl Ministry creates handmade shawls for

bereaved or seriously ill individuals. Each shawl is lovingly made to
provide comfort during a difficult time and serves as a reminder that the
individual is not alone.
Do you know someone who would appreciate a reminder
that they are not alone and who would like to be held up
in prayer during a difficult time?
Bonnie Miller at 253-2293 or Diane Plante at 237-3001

The Mats for the Homeless Ministry makes sleeping mats for
the homeless in the diocese. Parishioners of almost any age can help in
either making the ‘plarn’ (plastic yarn) out of plastic grocery bags or
crocheting them together to make mats.
Please save your plastic bags for donation to this ministry.
Becky Walton at 345-1757

Faith Questions
Immaculate Conception
Q: I’ve heard people call Jesus’ conception
by the Holy Spirit being “immaculately
conceived.” Is that what the Immaculate
Conception is?

A: While these two events are often

confused, they are not the same thing. We
celebrated the conception of Jesus on March
25th, the feast of the Annunciation. While that
was surely miraculous, it isn’t what we refer
to as the “immaculate conception.” The
Immaculate Conception is Mary’s conception,
and we typically celebrate it on December 8th.
If the 8th happens to be a Sunday, the Church
moves the feast to December 9th. It is a holy
day of obligation. Why does the Church
consider it so important to celebrate?

Mary’s conception is immaculate because she was conceived without
original sin. The angel Gabriel acknowledges this when he hails Mary as
“full of grace” (Luke 1:28). Scripture scholars identify several theological
ideas that confirm this. In the Old Testament, the sacred, pristine Ark of
the Covenant held the presence of God. The presence of God is now held
within a new “arc” — the womb of Mary. Genesis 3 also prophesies of a
woman who would oppose the devil and whose child would crush the
devil’s head. Christ is the “New Adam.” This passage sets up Mary, then,
as the “New Eve.” Jesus and Mary are the beginnings of a new creation,
one we all can participate in through the grace of our baptism. After all,
©LPi
God’s love is more “original” than our sin!
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Beers & Story Funeral Homes

Wendy Story &
Marc Gaudreau

Safe Worship Guidelines - Please Be Observant
As Cases Rise Again, Please Be Extra Vigilant.
Please stay at home if you feel sick.
Here is what we are doing to meet the guidelines for a safe worship
environment at St. Francis during the Covid-19 outbreak.
We are blessed with a large open worship space that easily
accommodates the 6-foot social distancing requirement. Every other pew
has been taped off and people who do not live as families are asked to sit
separately. Attendance is still low, so there are many open seats between
worshipers.
The church doors will be open before and after Mass
to eliminate the need to touch door handles.
Hand sanitizer has been placed around the church for all to use but we
encourage everyone to bring their own. Ushers are present to ensure
people are following the guidelines.
Offertory baskets are available as you enter the worship space. All
hymnals and worship materials have been removed from the pews.
Bulletins are distributed by ushers wearing gloves.
Masks must be worn at all times, upon leaving your car, during Mass and
until returning to your car. Fr. David removes his mask once at the altar,
away from the congregation. He dons it again for distribution of the
Eucharist and the exit procession. The cantor and readers wear masks
except when performing their role in the sanctuary, where they are 6 feet
away from anyone.
Father and Eucharistic ministers sanitize their hands before and after
handling and distributing the Eucharist. And, as communion is only to be
received in the hand, it is placed in the receiver’s hand without touching,
while the 6-foot distance is maintained by those in the communion line.
There are only two Eucharistic ministers per Mass, with Fr. David
continuing to bring the Eucharist out to parishioners in their seats as
needed.
Following every Mass, the church is cleaned and sanitized
by many generous volunteers and the maintenance staff.
We continue to record and upload the weekend Mass to our
Website (www.stfrancisbelchertown.com),
our Facebook page and to YouTube.
It also airs on BCTV 191 on Sundays at 4:30 PM.
The celebration of Mass is the center of our Catholic faith and as such we
recognize the hardship of those who are not yet able to attend. Please
note that the Bishop’s dispensation from the obligation of weekend Mass
attendance remains in place. We pray for God to give us consolation in
these trying times.
For those who attend Mass, please keep your masks on
and maintain a 6-foot distance while in the church.
You are encouraged to refrain from singing.
Thank you for observing the above safety guidelines so that we can
continue to keep our church open for worship.

- Please Be Extra Vigilant Wear Your Mask
Observe Social Distancing
Sanitize Regularly
Stay Home If You Feel Sick
Thank You!

Directors & Certified Celebrants

Landscape Design & Construction
Unique Garden Center
Palmer MA 413-283-4900
fivestargardens.com

Burial • Cremation
Preplanning

Belchertown
323-696

South Hadley
533-4400

Palmer
283-9061

www.beersandstory.com

Katarzyna Babinski, O.D.
Comprehensive Optometry
Contact Lenses

200 Center St • Ludlow, MA 01056
p (413) 583-3600 • F (413) 589-0783

Janise Fitzpatrick
REALTOR®

Office 413-323-7295
Cell 413-219-2527
Jfitzpatrick@JonesRealtors.com

60 Shumway Street • Amherst
413-253-5999

Fuel Oil and Kerosene
Full Burner Service and
Installation

Jones Group Realtors
45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA

Christopher Heights has

Reasonable Rates for
Every Budget

Christopher Heights of Belchertown

99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007

For information about our Belchertown community, call Lorna Stone at 413-323-5500
www.christopherheights.com

413-323-4117

62 Turkey Hill Rd, Belchertown

Open 7 Days a Week 11 am - 11 pm
Fresh Italian & Mediterranean Style Food
American Favorites

Contact Victoria Russo to place an ad today!
vrusso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6283

St. Francis, Belchertown, MA

03-0096

LAW OFFICES OF
RICHARD H. MAYNARD, PC

257 Kendall Street
Ludlow, Massachusetts 01056

(413) 583-6574

Richard H. Maynard Attorney At Law

(413) 323-8800

LUDLOW FAMILY DENTISTRY
Dr. Frank J. Mitera • Dr. Timothy J. Young • Dr. Michelle D. Roberts
Accepting New Patients

www.ludlowfamilydentistrypc.com

WWW.MAYNARDLAWPC.COM

Discover the Catholic Difference
of doing business with
the Knights of Columbus

8 Mill Valley Road
Hadley, MA 01035

CATHOLIC VALUES • CHARITABLE GIVING • ETHICAL PRACTICES

BILL WISNIEWSKI

413-612-0253 x 109

Happy Gardeners
“One Yard at a Time”

WisniewskiAgencyMail@KOFC.org
Life Insurance • Retirement Annuities
Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance

email: maynardlaw@maynardlawpc.com
35 Bridge Street • P.O. Box 162
Belchertown, MA 01007

Loam, compost, large selection of mulch, landscaping &
wall/patio stone, stone/granite products, and more!

www.megansvalley.com

Orchard Hill
equipment
& trailer sales
Rt 9, Belchertown, MA

91 State Street, Bondsville, MA

www.orchardhillsales.com

323-9611 / 800-894-9591

www.nescoautobody.com

Kevin N. Comstock

www.bellandhudson.com

RS#1688

Owner: Mike McKenzie

Condos in

BELCHERTOWN

Ma. Masters
Lic. #15648A

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

A 55+ COMMUNITY
CONTACT US WITH QUESTIONS AND FOR
MORE INFO ON THESE FANTASTIC UNITS!
UNITS 29 & 30 LISTED
BY THE POISSANT & NEVEU TEAM

ADDITIONAL
CONDOS
AVAILABLE!

Fully Insured

E-mail: LittleFriends39@aol.com
58 Daniel Shays Highway, Belchertown
www.littlefriends39.com
Betsy Sawyer, Director/Owner

Tilton
Automotive

3 Amherst Road
Belchertown

19 N. Main Street
Belchertown, Mass.

AUTO BODY REPAIRS

Caring for children
1-year to 9 years old
(413) 323-8447

GENERAL REPAIRS

413-253-5456

413-283-6403
NESCO SALES INC.

Little Friends Child Care Center

Full Day Programs, Morning Preschool
and Before and After School

323-5051

McCarthy’s Pub

Where good friends...
good times and
hearty laughter are
always welcome!!!
FOOD • FUN • BEVERAGES
ALL MASS LOTTERY
Belchertown, MA 413-323-6420

AJ’s Auto Body

Collision Specialist
State Of The Art Down Draft Spray Booth
Frame & Unibody Repair • Computerized Paint Matching
Insurance Approved • Glass Replaced
Licensed Appraiser • FREE ESTIMATES

413-467-2533
Reg. Shop 3199
39 W State Street
Granby, Mass

413-213-0770

Serving the Belchertown area with 30 years

of expert electrical service and knowledge.

DEVINE
OVERHEAD GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS

POISSANT & NEVEU REAL ESTATE TEAM
Team@TheTeamThatSells.com • (413) 813-4479
RE/MAX COMPASS, 108 Elm St., Westfield, MA 01085

SALES, SERVICE
& INSTALLATION of
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

5 George Hannum St. • Belchertown

GERRY DEVINE | 586-3161

Wash packages make great gifts, call
413-519-9285 to ask about our VIP Wash Cards

106 WEST ST., HADLEY

St. Francis of Assisi

stfrancisbelchertown.weshareonline.org

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Francis, Belchertown, MA

03-0096

