St. Francis of Assisi Parish
24 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA

Pastor: Fr. David Darcy
Pastoral Minister: Mr. Paul Vanasse
“Mailing Address: P.O. Box 612, Belchertown, MA 01007-0612
Phone & Fax: (413) 323-6272 aa
Email: francisatbtown@gmail.com Facebook

Website: www.stfrancisbelchertown.com
Business Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 AM - Noon, or by appointment

Mass Times: Saturday 4 PM "% Sunday 8 AM, 10:30 AM & Monday - Thursday 8 AM
Holy Day Masses: Consult the weekly Mass schedule
Reconciliation: Consult the weekly Mass schedule, or by appointment

Adoration Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 AM - Noon, in the main church
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Holy Mass
- This Week s Intentions -

SATURDAY, December 19, 2020 Vigil: Fourth Sunday of
Advent
3:00 PM  Reconciliation
4:00 PM < Greg Dorman, OFS req. by St. Francis of Assisi
choir
SUNDAY, December 20, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM s Francis Sheaffer req. by John & Therese
Rakouskas
10:30 AM ¢ Arthur Frigon req. by Donald & Jackie Como
MONDAY, December 21, 2020
8:00 AM 4~ Kenneth Keneally req. by Harvey & Ann Marie
Beaupre
TUESDAY, December 22, 2020
8:00 AM Hr Lorette Beaulieu req. by Jane Martel
WEDNESDAY, December 23, 2020
8:00 AM - Rita Gallagher req. by the people of the parish
6-8 PM Reconciliation
THURSDAY, December 24, 2020
8:00 AM 47 No Mass
THURSDAY, December 24, 2020 Vigil: Christmas
4:00 PM < Boots Owczarski req. by the family
6:00 PM dr Herbert Squires, Gasper & Mildred DeSantis req.
by David Squires and family
FRIDAY, December 25, 2020 Christmas
8:00 AM 4r Joan Sullivan req. by the people of the parish
10:30 AM T Martha Lofland req. by the people of the parish
SATURDAY, December 26, 2020 Vigil: Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary & Joseph
3:00 PM  Reconciliation
4:00 PM F Mary R. Austin req. by the family
SUNDAY, December 27,2020 Holy Family of Jesus Mary &
Joseph
8:00 AM 4 Peter Fitzpatrick req. by Bob, Debbie & the
Fitzpatrick family
10:30 AM = The deceased members of the Borowski &
Drewniak families req. by the Drewniak family

Pray for ’chatzons .t‘if.“:::::-"""'*:.
- Answer His Call - Dy "
[T

From the angel Gabriel, Mary heard God'’s plan for her life and  sf
she said, “Yes!”... And so the Savior came into the world. Pray to  **
know God'’s will for your life, so as to help bring Jesus to our
world.

L]

Is God calling you? Visit: www.myvocation.org "
B vocations@diospringfield.org H

Attn: Fr. David Darcy or Fr. Michael Wood |

Please pray for those who await the birth of a child, that they may 7
depend on God to help them be good parents. e

Christmas 2020 at St. Francis of Assisi

Due to safety concerns and restrictions on gatherings put forth by the
state, there is a need to change our holiday traditions.

There will be no Lighting of the Créche Service,

Cookie Swap or Children’s Christmas Pageant.

Attendance at each Mass is limited to 200. As a result, Christmas
Masses this year will be by reservation only to ensure that we stay
below the limit, maintain social distancing, and everyone remains safe.

Anyone without a reservation will not be allowed entrance.

Persons who do not feel well or who are particularly vulnerable to Covid-
19 due to age or underlying conditions are encouraged to stay home. We
will miss you, but your health and safety are everyone’s main concern.
Christmas Mass will be televised on BCTV 191 at 4:30 PM on Christmas
Day and will also be available online.

Attendance at All Christmas Masses Must Be Reserved in Advance

The Parish Office will begin taking reservations for the Christmas
Masses on Tuesday, December1. @& 323-6272 x1

For those who do attend, masks and social distancing are required.
Cleaning and sanitizing protocols will continue to be in place.

Anyone without a reservation will not be allowed entrance.

Please arrive no later than 15 minutes (earlier if possible) before the
Mass and enter only by the front doors. This will allow time to check
names against the reservations list, direct seating and maintain social
distancing. Ushers will monitor the entering and exiting of the church.

Please note the following Holiday Celebrations Times,
as some have changed:

Sacrament of Reconciliation During Advent

In lieu of a Sunday afternoon Penance Service,
Fr. David will be hearing confessions during Advent on
Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16 & 23 from 6-8 PM.

Christmas Masses
Christmas Mass Attendance is by Reservation Only.
Christmas Eve Masses - Thursday, December 24 at 4 PM & 6 PM
Christmas Day Masses - Friday, December 25 at 8 AM & 10:30 AM

The Feast of the Holy Family
This feast will be celebrated during the regular weekend Masses
December 26 & 27. Family Blessings will be offered following each Mass.

Holy Day - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (New Year’s)
The Vigil Mass - Thursday, December 31 at 6:30 PM
Holy Day Masses - Friday, January 1 at 8 AM & 12:10 PM
(This is a Holy Day of Obligation. Please note the new times.)

As Covid-19 Cases Rise Again,
Please Be Extra Vigilant.

Please stay at home if you feel sick.
See our Safe Worship Guidelines on page 7.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 20, 2020

This Week s Gospel

Then the angel said to her,
‘Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God.
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus.

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Lk 1:26-38

Scripture Readings for December 26-27, 2020
Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40

Excerpt from Christmas Biblical Reflections

The story of Mary and Joseph looking

for a place to stay in Bethlehem is rife ;
with meaning. The inn-keepers of o
Bethlehem had no room for Mary and ‘t‘ o

Joseph, even though Joseph probably
told them that Mary was about to give
birth. The moral sense of this story
(how it applies to us) is a question we
all must ask ourselves — “Do we have
room in our heart for the Holy
Family?” Or are we too busy with the
affairs of this world to give Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph their proper due?

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

The fact that Jesus chose to be born in Bethlehem is very important.
Bethlehem is the city where David was born, the second King of Israel.
Jesus, the last King of Israel, by being born in Bethlehem, follows in
David's footsteps as the royal heir to the Kingdom of God.

Bethlehem is a Jewish word that means “House of Bread.” Jesus declared
Himself to be the Bread of Life in John 6:35. When the Blessed Virgin Mary
placed Jesus in a feeding trough (a manger) for sheep inside the stable,
she gave us a foreshadowing of the Eucharist — the stable represents the
church, the manger is the altar, and Jesus is the Eucharist, or the
supernatural Bread of Life. We are His sheep who come to the altar on

Sundays to commune with Him.
catholicstand.com/christmas-biblical-reflections/

Gospel Meditation

In Blaise Pascal’'s work, Pensees, he says: “What else does this craving,
and this helplessness proclaim but that there was once in man a ftrue
happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty print and trace? This
he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in things that are
not there the help he cannot find in those that are, though none can help,
since this infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and immutable
object; in other words by God himself.”

We have a difficult time accepting that fulfillment and happiness are not
achieved by our own merits but through a relationship with God. We are
hardwired for this relationship and it is in our DNA. The simple fact is that
we come from God and are designed to return to God. If our beginning
and our end define who we are, why would we not want to seek the One
who can truly satisfy? The world does not realize that it is waiting. It is
waiting for the birth of God in time, within one’s soul and in eternity. We
get so confused by seeking other momentary satisfactions that we
misinterpret the hunger within. We crave God.

The union of God and humanity, revealed in Jesus Christ, is precisely
what sets us on a straight path, orders our relationships, establishes
proper focus and goals and tells us whose kingdom we really are meant to
serve. We are so lost. God is with us. The prophet Nathan told this to King
David, the angel said this to Mary and the birth of Christ brings this Good
News to us. We do not need to be busily looking for more things but must
learn to find contentment and blessing in the One Presence. This is the
beautiful simple message of Advent!

If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgruntled, disconnected,
unhappy, worried, fearful, off center, becoming overly self-indulgent,
unable to spend time alone and without distraction, then there’s a good
chance you are lost. Now is the time to allow God to find you! Ponder the
holy simplicity of Mary’s call to be the Mother of God. “Behold, | am the
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.”
When we are helpless and at home with our emptiness, God will fill us.
Our Savior has come. @LPi

From the Office

The Parish Office will close at noon on December 24
and reopen on January 4, 2021.

There will be No Adoration on December 24 & 31.

Parish Business Office Hours are:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 12 Noon, and by Appointment.

Please call before coming to be sure someone is available.
Face masks are required for staff and visitors.

"Food Pantry
Donations

~

Please leave your
DONATIONS
in the baskets

between the doors
of the Church.

{Net at the Parish Office)
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Weekly Stewardship

The Weekend Collection for December 5-6 was ..................... $8,746.00
The Weekly Average since July 1, 2020iS .......ccoocvvvrieicrinnnnne. 7,079.36
The Building Fund Collection for December 1-6 was ................. 3,601.00

Thank you for your generous response to the needs of our parish.
Please remember that we rely on your commitment
of week[y stewardship.

Now available for St. Francis parishioners.
Visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com,
then click on “Online Giving.”

Give Online

From the Finance Committee
Forever | will maintain my kindness toward him,
and My covenant with him stands firm. (Ps 89:29)

Father Darcy and the Finance Committee praise God for His kindness
toward us as a parish. His covenant stands firm forever.

Remember, God will not be outdone in generosity!

The following people “purchased a brick” to support the building of our new
parish complex:

B MI/M Donald Moran — One Bricks In Memory Of
l‘ Rita Gallagher

M/M Donald Moran — Two Bricks In Memory Of
l David Conkey

CORNER
I s10macH

Thank you for your support and please
remind your friends that they, also, can
“purchase a brick.”

TJeen Bible Chat

Please stay tuned for updates and/or emails from Gerri.

& Gerri Amprimo at 323-8633
or Pat Hegarty at 687-7870

Women of Grace
We are currently discussing Advent using the program by the
same name on Formed.org. How exactly are we preparing our
hearts for the greatest gift we've ever been given? Through an
exploration of the mystery of the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth,
and the events surrounding the arrival of Jesus, this Advent study offers
an opportunity to experience the joy of the true meaning of Christmas.

Join us or watch it on your own and take a deeper look at Advent.
Zoom meetings are held on the 2nd & 4t Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM.
@ Rita Lee at 774-200-6464 or Kathy Kervick at 323-8592

Order of Franciscan Seculars

As Thomas of Celano tells us in the Second Life of St. Francis, “what
is a very special source of joy is the fact that he chose her (Mary) as
the Patroness of his order; and he entrusted to her shielding mantle
his children whom he was to leave that she might guard and protect
them unto the end.”

In 1910 Pope St. Pius X permitted the members of the three orders of St. Francis
to add to the Litany of Loreto the invocation: “Queen of the Franciscan Order,
pray for us!" And in 1950 Pope Pius XII granted them a special feast, with a
proper office and Mass, honoring Our Lady as Queen of the Franciscan Order.

Learn more about the joy of living as a Secular Franciscan, contact:
@& Pat Skaza, OFS at 213-0592 or Kathy Ricardi, OF S at 323-9023

Men of St. Joseph
What's in it for you?
e Find Support to Grow Your Faith
o Strengthen Your Marriage
e Foster Family Values
o Engage Your Community

Zoom meetings are held every Wednesday from 7:30 to 8:30 PM.

B<1 John Rakouskas at johnbstar@hotmail.com
or Steve Corbin at gmsteve512@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus

St. Francis of Assisi Council 10698's information is available
at: facebook.com/belchertownkofc
stfrancisbelchertown.com/knights-of-columbus.

The Knights of Columbus are currently meeting on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of the Month at 7 PM via Zoom.

< kofcbelchertown@gmail.com or @ PGK Tom Grady at 323-4036

DOWNLOAD

myParish app
App Store » Google Play




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 20, 2020

Adoration - Make a Holy Hour

Behold the Savior Comes - Excerpt from Divine Intimacy

Presence of God - | place myself at the feet of Jesus and ask Him to
prepare my heart for His imminent coming.

O almighty, omnipotent, eternal God, what greater proof of love could
You give Your poor creatures than the gift of Your Word, Your only-
begotten Son? For our sake, You clothed with human flesh, like the
flesh of sin, Him who is eternal splendor, the perfect image of Your
substance!

“O eternal Greatness; O fathomless Bounty,
You lowered Yourself to ennoble mankind!
Wherever | turn, | can see nothing but the abyss
and fire of Your charity.” (St. Catherine of Siena)

Love will fill the valleys in my heart, and humility will level its
mountains and hills. Destroy my pride, arrogance, and vanity, O Lord,
by the powerful fire of Your love. By the might of Your all-powerful
arm, tear out of my heart every fiber which is infected with the poison
of self-love, and which, therefore, does not belong to You. O Lord, |,
too, wish to decrease, decrease that You may increase in me, so that
on Christmas Day You may find my heart entirely empty and free and
therefore ready for the total invasion of Your love.

https://spiritualdirection.com/2017/12/24/behold-the-savior-comes

To become an adorer, @ Debby Bowen at 323-7080
@ Adoration Line at 323-6272 x6

Adoration Hours on the coverof this bulletin - Masks Required
Call the Adoration Line before attending for any updates to hours or closings.

The Church is Open for Visitation

(the chapel is not available)

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday until 6 PM

Please remember to wear a mask
and follow all safety protocols posted at the church.

Pro-Life - Because Life is Sacred

Mary said yes to God and Jesus Christ was conceived in her womb by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ is the Way, the Truth and the Life, so
Mary is truly the Mother of Our Life. From the cross Jesus our Life gave
Mary to us to be our mother. Mary throughout history has come to the aid
of her people. As Mary put an end to the culture of death in Mexico we
pray today that she will intercede for the United States. In 1846 the
Bishops of the United States dedicated our nation to the Immaculate
Conception. Ask Mary to intercede for us to put an end to the tragedies of
abortion, euthanasia and other attacks on human life that we might lead
other nations to respect the dignity and value of each and every human life
from conception to natural death.

Excerpts from: www.priestsforlife.org/library/8381-a-reflection-on-mary-and-the-birth-of-christ

Clarity and Support for Pregnant Women
Visit: https://clearwayclinic.com
Call: 413-351-0070 or Text: 774-314-8298
1259 E. Columbus Avenue, Springfield, MA 01105

Michael Sweeney Prayer Line
Please pray for all of the intentions listed on our prayer line, for the sick
and dying, the imprisoned and all those in need of spiritual, emotional,
physical and/or financial support and healing. Especially please pray:
¢ For 14 year old Alex, who has been diagnosed with leukemia.

+ Continued prayers for J. I., for healing and relief of pain.

+ Continued prayers for B. E., for successful surgery and relief of pain.

+ For Marie Paule and her family, for comfort and strength.

+ For Colton, for good test results, proper diagnosis and treatment.

¢ For Joanne L., for peace.

¢ For Hannah, for strength, health and successful chemotherapy.

+ For David, for peace and for his family.

+ For Walter M., for healing.

+ Continued prayers for T. C., for successful treatment, healing and
relief of pain.

¢ For relief of pain for an elderly woman with colon cancer.

+ For all those struggling mentally, financially or otherwise as a result of
the pandemic.

+ For the safety of first responders.

¢ For a cure and eradication of the Coronavirus.

¢ For an increase in vocations.

+ For the health of the priests of the diocese.

+ For the intentions of the seminarians.

+ Inthanksgiving for all God’s graces and answers to the requests of

the prayer line.
To have the prayer line members pray for you or a love one:
@ Office at 323-6272 x1 or DX francisatbtown@gmail.com;
or visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com,
click Liturgy and Prayer, then Prayer.

Catholic Resources

Ascensionpress.com - Bible in a Year: If you've struggled to read the
Bible, this podcast is for you. Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast, hosted
by Fr. Mike Schmitz, guides Catholics through the Bible in 365 daily
episodes starting January 1, 2021. Each 20-25 minute episode includes:
two to three scripture readings, a reflection from Fr. Schmitz, and guided
prayer to help you hear God's voice in His Word. Unlike any other Bible
podcast, Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast for Catholics follows a
reading plan inspired by the Great Adventure Bible Timeline® learning
system, a groundbreaking approach to understanding Salvation
History developed by renowned Catholic Bible teacher Jeff Cavins. Tune
in and live your daily life through the lens of God’s word!

Formed.org - Mary of Nazareth is an epic motion picture on the life of
Mary, Mother of Christ, from her childhood through the Resurrection of
Jesus. The film vividly captures the essence of Mary's profound faith and
trust in God amidst the great mysteries that she lived with as the Mother of
the Messiah, as well as her compassionate humanity and concern for
others, and the deep love that she and Jesus shared for one another. The
movie underscores her special role in God's plan for our redemption, her
unique relationship with Christ, and the tremendous suffering that she
endured in union with his Passion and Death, as well as her serene joy at
his Resurrection. (This movie is not rated, but was created with an adult
audience in mind. We would recommend Parental Guidance.)

Go to FORMED.org.
Enter Parish Code: 42CFV7.

Access life changing content!

S e T

FORMED

THE CATHOLIC FAITH.
ON DENARD
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Stewardship Reflection

The Journey - Advent comes along every year and will continue to do so
until Jesus returns. As this season draws to a close, we can each ask
ourselves, ‘Am | now any better a disciple of Jesus Christ and more of a
steward of all my gifts than before the Advent season started?’ | have been
on this earth for 40+ years. | have had 40+ Advents to draw closer to God
and to work on taking more seriously my baptismal call. Some have gone
better than others, but | would like to think my spiritual life progressed at
least a small amount during each of them.

Conversion is a process. Stewardship is about a way of living and it is
about more than simply being generous when a situation calls for it.
Stewardship and conversion go hand-in-hand and we are always moving
closer to holiness in Jesus Christ. Living in this way takes practice and
commitment. If this Advent didn’t go as you had hoped, remember it is not
really an end. It is just another step along your journey.

This Christmas, while you are giving and receiving gifts and hopefully
spending time with those you love, may you take the time to cherish the
true gift that came to us over 2000 years ago and continues to call us to
this day: Jesus. Let us be grateful beyond measure for this gift above all
gifts, let us continue on our journey, and let our lives give testimony to the
one who leads us. - Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS OLPi

"ot s e ttimny o the ont o Lo w."

Service and Outreach

The Food Pantry is in need of:
cakel/brownie mixes, canned fruit and instant pudding.
Please leave donations between the doors of the church.

Your generous response helps us serve the needs of the community
throughout the year. Thank you!
@& Food Pantry at 323-6272 x8

Take & Eat provides nourishing meals and a short visit to the elderly
and homebound in Belchertown on the 2nd and 4t Sundays of the
month. It is run entirely by volunteers and your generous donations. If
you are looking for a volunteer opportunity which provides great service
to our community, please consider joining our team. Our wonderful
volunteers shop, bake, cook, pack and/or deliver for our program.

@& Jaime Forsythe at 894-0774 or DX jaimeforsythe32@gmail.com
@ Ann Marie Beaupre at 687-7296 or IXI beaupre6852@charter.net

The Prayer Shawl Ministry creates handmade shawls for
bereaved or seriously ill individuals. Each shawl is lovingly made to
provide comfort during a difficult time and serves as a reminder that the
individual is not alone.

Do you know someone who would appreciate a reminder
that they are not alone and who would like to be held up
in prayer during a difficult time?

& Bonnie Miller at 253-2293 or Diane Plante at 237-3001

The Mats for the Homeless Ministry makes sleeping mats for
the homeless in the diocese. Parishioners of almost any age can help in
either making the ‘plarn’ (plastic yarn) out of plastic grocery bags or
crocheting them together to make mats.
Please save your plastic bags for donation to this ministry.
@& Becky Walton at 345-1757

Gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure

Many holiday traditions have gone by the wayside during these
challenging times, but the St. Francis of Assisi's Angel Tree is thriving!
Thank you to all who donated gifts, cash and gift cards so generously this
year. Families are struggling financially this Christmas and are helped not
only by receiving these gifts, but also by knowing that our parishioners
care and want to share the joy of Christmas and the love of the Holy
Family with them.

Special thanks to Kathy Wood, Ann Johnson, Lise Denault and Gerri
Amprimo for their time coordinating this ministry - mailings, publicity,
collecting gifts, shopping, wrapping, etc. Thank you to the drivers who
deliver the gifts. Thank you all for making this ministry possible and
successful, and by sharing your gifts of time, talent and treasure.

Catholic Community News

The Dominican Sisters of Peace are hosting a free three-day virtual,
interactive "Mission for Peace" Retreat via Zoom, for single, Catholic
women, ages 18-45. If you have ever pondered whether God is calling you
to become a Sister, we encourage you to join us for this faith-filled, service
-oriented experience. Set aside time to PRAY with our Sisters, to share
with other women of FAITH, to discover God’s PURPOSE for your life, to
enjoy a behind the scenes glimpse of COMMUNITY LIFE, and to explore
RELIGIOUS LIFE lived out as a Dominican Sister of Peace.

The retreat begins Friday, January 8 at 4 PM ET and concludes Sunday,
January 10 at 1 PM ET.
@ / text Sister June Fitzgerald at 570-336-3991
or X ffitzgerald@oppeace.org

SA-Cut this out and post it for reference.

________________________________ -

| Parish Staff Extensions at 323-6272
LPAStOr: ......ovvvvevvvenriee Fr. David Darcy .......ooocccoommmvvvercciisnnnn X3
: Office Manager: ..............cccccoovevinnnee. Louise Christ ..o x1
| Maintenance Supervisor: ...................... Tom Curto .......... (leave message) x1
: Adoration Line: ................Recorded Message with Updates..................... x6
[FANGEIATIrCe Jre———— Kathy Wood........... (leave message) x7
| Food Pantry: ...........ccccocvvinnn Roseann Montefusco ........... (leave message) x8
: Dir. of Religious Ed: ...................... Carolyn Groves .........ccccevvvvievivnnn. x2, x1
| HS/Confirmation/NCYC: ................... Melissa Hurst ........cccccocevvviinennan, X2, X2
| First Penance/Communion: ............. Linda Racicot ..........ccccovvvviviirinen. x2, X3
: RCIA Coordinator: ............c..cccccoeunee Judy Trickey ..o, X2, x4
| Parish Child Advocate: .................... CynthiaReed ................. (413) 259-7536
st.francisbtown@gmail.com

Personal Resource for Child Protection:

http://diospringfield.org/Ministries/child-youth-protection/

Finance Committee Chair: ...............c.ccccoovveriininnn, Justine G. Holdsworth
Bulletin Editor: ................cc.ccoovivvinen. Kathy Kervick ..........ccovvrvvvvvireiinienns x4

EditorStFran@gmail.com
Submit written copy. Deadline: 10 AM Monday.
Web Minister: ... Jeanne Brzycki ...
stfranciswebminister@gmail.com
Manager of Parish Website, Facebook and MyParishApp.

Choir Director:...........cccocooivininininnes Donna Grady .........cccovevireninnns 323-4036
dgradybtwn@aol.com

Liturgical Ministries: ............... Thérése Rakouskas ........cc.ccocovvinnnn. 323-4940
rakfam@charter.net

For Greeters, Altar Servers, Lectors, and Eucharistic Ministers.

Gathering Space Table/Easel
Reservations: ..., David Adams............ dadamsdad@gmail.com
Must be reserved at least 2 weeks in advance.



