SE Fraticisof Assisi Parish

Phone & Fax: (413) 323-6272 24 Jabish Street, Belchertown, MA

“Pastor: Fr. David Darcy Pastoral Minister: Mr. PauIVanasse

Mailing Address: P.O.Box 612, Belchertown, MA 01007-0612

Flnd us on
Email: francisatbtown@gmail.com B ook
Website: www.stfrancisbelchertown.com

Business Office Hours: Monday -/Friday 9 AM - Noon; or by appointment

Mass Times: Saturday 4 PM & Sunday 8 AM, 10:30 AM & Monday - Thursday 8 AM
Holy Day Mass Times: Consult the weekly Mass schedule
Reconciliation: Consult the weekly Mass schedule, or by appointment

Adoration Hours: 7uesday & Thursday 8:30 AM - Noon, in the main church

Lord,

you called the:disciples - %"Oﬁyoul" neﬁ'

to follow you

and share in your mission.

Their response was radical

and immediate. ﬂn/fa ”01’(, me
. May nothing hinder me

from generously responding

to your daily call
to follow you. =

Come to me now,
and grant me the courage
to cast aside
the nets that bind me,
to follow you into true freedom
and newness of life.
Help me to be a faithful disciple,
that I might inspire others
to follow in your ways.
Amen

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
January, 24,2021

. Bulletin: Copy deadline is Monday at 10 AM. Copy must be submitted in writing to: EditorStFran@gmail.com
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THE HOLY MASS
: - This Week's Intentions -
SATURDAY, January 23, 2021 Vigil: Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time
3:00 PM Reconciliation
4:00 PM 5 Peter & Brian Guimond req. by Loretta Lund
SUNDAY, January 24, 2021 Third Sunday in Ordinary
Time
8:00 AM  Adoption remembrance req. by Walter & Sue
Miffitt
10:30 AM ¢ Vernon J. Albrecht req. by John & Therese
Rakouskas
MONDAY, January 25, 2021
8:00 AM + Michael DaCosta req. by Justine G. Holdsworth
TUESDAY, January 26, 2021
8:00 AM T Lorette Beaulieu req. by the St. Francis Finance
Committee
WEDNESDAY, January 27, 2021
8:00 AM + Michael DaCosta req. by the family
THURSDAY, January 28, 2021
8:00 AM 4 Lucille LaBarre req. by Leonard LaBarre
8:00 PM Nationwide Prayer Vigil for Life before the
Blessed Sacrament begins
FRIDAY, January 29, 2021
8:00 AM Nationwide Prayer Vigil for Life before the
Blessed Sacrament end's
8:00 AM No Mass
SATURDAY, January 30, 2021 Vigil: Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
3:00 PM Reconciliation
4:00 PM = Lt. Michael T. Austin reg. by the family
SUNDAY, January 31, 2021 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
8:00 AM T Lorette Beaulieu req. by Ray & Terry Fontane
10:30 AM 1 Raymond Coulombe req. by his wife

The Divine Mercy Chaplet
is prayed daily after morning Mass.
Please ioin us!
Qur prayer intention is for Priests to be Holy:

PRAVFORVOCATIONS o ossooz:iitom
- Answer His Call - " v

Today we celebrate the conversion of St. Paul, the Apostle to  &¢
the Gentiles. St. Paul suffered greatly and was martyred for &%
preaching Jesus Christ. Are you willing to give up your life to
preach the good news?

Is God calling you? Visit: www.myvocation.org .
<l vocations@diospringfield.org .
Attn: Fr. David Darcy or Fr. Michael Wood '

Please pray for those who are being called to service in the "w
church, may they respond with generous hearts.

- Please Be Extra Vigilant -
Wear Your Mask - Refrain From Singing
Observe Social Distancing
Sanitize Regularly
Stay Home If You Feel Sick
Thank You For Doing Your Part!

.“_.-l'n i

Praygr Vigil/;éw— @é

ADORERS NEEDED
Join St. Francis Parish and the Nationwide Prayer Vigil for Life

in 12 hours of Adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament
beginning or- Thursday, January 28 at 8 PM
through Friday, January 29 at 8 AM.

Would you consider spending an hour with our Lord,
praying for life?
Sign-ups will be in the gathering space at all Masses
the weekends of January 16-17 & 23-24.

& Debby Bowen at 323-7080

(To find more about the Nationwide Prayer Vigil for Life,
see the article on page 7 of this bulletin.)

Ash Wednesday
Masses will be held on February 17 at 8 AM, 12:10 PM and 6:30 PM.

Sacrament of Reconciliation During Lent
In addition to regular reconciliation times,
Fr. David will be hearing confessions each Wednesday during Lent,
beginning on February 24, from 4:30 to 6:30 PM.
Note: There will be no parish-wide reconciliation service this year.

Stations of the Cross and Mass
The Stations of the Cross will be held in the Church on each Wednesday
during Lent, beginning on February 24 at 6 PM.
Mass will follow the Stations of the Cross at 6:30 PM.

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE

Parish Business Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 12 Noon, and by Appointment
Please call before coming to be sure someone is available.
Face masks are required for staff and visitors.

2020 Tax Statements
To request a statement, call the office at 323-6272 x1.

Daily Mass Cancellations
If Belchertown schools are delayed, closed or
go to ‘remote only’ due to weather,
Daily Mass and Adoration will be cancelled on that day.
The Daily Mass intention will be rescheduled.




THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

January 24, 2021

As He passed by the Sea of Galilee,
He saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting their nets into the sea, they were fishermen.
Jesus said to them,
“Come after Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Then they abandoned their nets and followed Him.
Mk 1:14-20

Scripture Readings for January 30-31, 2021
Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28

Spiritual Life s lecking for one or twa peaple to lead the Stations of
the Cross on Wednesday evenings during Lent at 6 PM while Fr.
David is hearing Confessions.

@ Kathy Wood at 323-5519

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUMITY

Maintenance: The parish is in need of a dependable, part-time (20
hours a week) maintenance person. Duties include: cleaning the
church and bathrooms, trash removal, snow removal (must be
available off hours), grounds upkeep, (able to use walk-behind and
ride on mowers, weed-trimmers, etc.), painting, minor repairs and
maintenance of the candle room. The applicant must be able to: lift
50 pounds, lift and install air conditioners, climb stairs and climb
ladders. The campus includes 5 buildings: the social center, office
building, church, rectory and the candle room. & 323-6272 x1

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:

Child Advacate: This role requires distributing C.O.RL forms to all
employees and volunteers of the parish every three years; sending
the completed forms to the diocese; keeping files and records of
these forms; educating volunteers and religious education students
about identifying behaviors that pose risks and preventing sexual
abuse. Training is provided. Please call the office if you can offer
your time and talent. B 323-6272 x1

Videagraphet: St. Francis of Assisi broadcasts and streams the
Saturday 4 PM Mass each week. We need more volunteers to tape
the Mass. Each volunteer tapes once a month. This ministry has
become more important during these Covid times since many feel
safer staying home, but would like to stay connected in worship
with their pastor and parish. Please consider offering your time to
this ministry. Equipment is provided. @ 323-6272 x1

Driver: The Food Pantry is looking for one more driver (preferably
female) to deliver to a family once a month.
@ The Food Pantry Line at 323-6272 x8
and leave a message for Roseann Montefusco

Drivers: The Take & Eat Program is in need of more drivers, both
permanent and subs. Drivers deliver the prepared meals and pay a
short visit to homebound individuals. This is done on the 2" and 4™
weekends of the month.
For more information and to volunteer:
@ Jaime Forsythe: 896-0774 or X jaimeforsythe32@gmail.com

It was a normal day by all accounts, but John just wasn't feeling
himself. He was a little lightheaded and out of sorts. Later in the
afternoon, he experienced a sharp pain in his chest and arm. Quick
thinking and action brought John to the emergency department
with a diagnosis of a significant heart attack. Surviving this ordeal,
he found himself face to face with his cardiologist, having an honest
conversation about things that needed to change. "I came close to
death,” John found himself thinking. Then came the remorse. He
was a young man with a loving wife and children who were very
close to facing life without him. John found himself with intense
sorrow for living an unchecked and self-indulgent life that almost
brought him to his demise. He wanted to change.

We all have our wake-up calls. We have experiences and encounters
that force us to really think twice about choices we have made and
directions we have taken. Often, we find ourselves looking at those
we have hurt square in the eye and wallowing in our foolishness. We
regrettably realize that we have allowed our needs to lure us into
making some cruel mistakes. We impulsively say things and
flippantly do things that reveal our unredeemed and unhealed self.
It is a self we stumble over and try to tame but can't quite seem to
master and control. Help!

We spin our wheels, naively thinking that we will somehow, perhaps
through persistence, get ourselves unstuck. But, we don't. We just
get out of the car, feeling very helpless, and ignorantly look at the
mess we got ourselves into. Did we ever think to ask someone for
help? Or, taken the advice of One who is wiser and avoid this route
altogether? “"Come after me,” are words that Jesus says to all of us.
In order to heed his invitation, we must leave our ego-self behind
and follow.

When we really see and understand the freedom, peace, justice, and
love he offers, we find ourselves with such sorrow in our hearts for
how foolish and silly we have been. All the misguided choices and
sinful actions come full view and we see how risky our random
impassioned behaviors really have been. Repentance is beautiful.
When done with a sincere and contrite heart, it directs us to the
glory that can be ours, ignites us with the challenge of living a life in
service of others and reminds us that all is well. ©LPI

ki

HE CHALLENCE

Looking for Firewood? There is cut firewsoad availakle tor the taking
at the church. The wood is located on the righthand side of the
driveway as you leave the church parking area.
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The Weekend Collection for January 16-17 was .................. $5,706.00
The Weekly Average since July 1, 2020 iS ........ccoueevevererrrnncerenens 7,145.00
The Building Fund Collection for January 1-17 was ............. 3,012.00

Thank you for your generous response to the needs of our parish.
Please remember that we rely on your commitment

of weeRly stewardship.

Now available for St. Francis parishioners.
Visit: www.stfrancisbelchertown.com,
then click on “Online Giving."

He goides the humble ic justice and teaches the humble
His way. (Ps 25:9)

Give Online

with
weshare

Father Darcy and the Finance Committee are humbled by your
generosity. You show us week after week how God manifests His
justice by your generous support of our parish.

Remember, God will not be outdone in generosity!

The collection far the Church in Latin America will be taken up the
weekend of January 23-24. For many in Latin America and the
Caribbean, rural terrain and a lack of ministers are obstacles to
practicing their faith. Your support provides lay leadership training,
catechesis, priestly and religious formation, as well as other
programs to help share our faith with those who long to hear the
Good News of Christ.
To learn more, visit www.usccb.org/latin-america.

The following people “purchased a brick” to support the building of our new
parish complex:

1
(jol{Nldll{ Thank you for your support and please

remind your friends that they, also, can
I s1ogacH

“purchase a brick.”

) fedi=
. -.f.",
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HOLD YOUR EYES

ON GOD AND LEAVE

THE DOING TO HIM.
)

ST. JANE FRANCES DE CHANTAL

Teen Bible Chat
Please stay tuned for updates and/or emails from
Gerri.
@& Gerri Amprimo: 323-8633
or Pat Hegarty: 687-7870

Women of Grace

We are reading and discussing the book 7 Secrets of
Confession by Vinny Flynn. If you do not yet look forward
to Confession in the same way you look forward to
Communion, this book will reveal 7 secrets and hidden
truths about the great spiritual beauty, power and depth
of the Sacrament of Confession. This book is an invitation to begin
an exciting personal journey to healing and holiness. A great plan
for Lent!

New and used books are $5-$13 at Amazon.
Women of all ages are invited to join us in the new year.
Zoom meetings are held on the 2" & 4™ Tuesdays 6:30-8:30 PM.

@ Rita Lee: 774-200-6464 or Kathy Kervick: 323-8592

Order of Franciscan Seculars
“Messengers of perfect joy in every circumstance, they
should strive to bring joy and hope to others.” (OFS Rule,
Article 19)

Learn more about the joy of living as a Secular
Franciscan, contact:

@ Pat Skaza, OFS: 213-0592 or Kathy Ricardi, OFS: 323-9023

Men of St. Joseph
Purpose: An association of Christian men, united under the
Catholic Church, who meet weekly to pray together and
encourage each other to be the spiritual leaders of their
families. The purpose of Men of St. Joseph is to inspire and
men to be spiritual leaders in their homes. Some might say

equip
our goal is a bit "lofty”: become stronger in our relationship with
Christ and in our faith so we can help get ourselves and our
families to heaven. It's a bold purpose, but in the end what else
really matters?

Zoom meetings are held every Wednesday from 7:30 to 8:30 PM.

P<1 John Rakouskas at john5star@hotmail.com
or Steve Corbin at gmsteve512@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus

St. Francis of Assisi Council 10698's information is
available at: facebook.com/belchertownkofc
stfrancisbelchertown.com/knights-of-columbus.

The Knights of Columbus are currently meeting on the 2" and 4™
Tuesday of the month at 7 PM via Zoom.

B4 kofcbelchertown@gmail.com or @ PGK Tom Grady: 323-4036

DOWNLOAD

myParish app
App Store » Google Play
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Adoration - Make a Holy Hour

Penance - Excerpt from Divine Intimacy

Presence of God — O Jesus, You who are ever seeking the
prodigal son, despise not my contrite and humble heart,
but purify it in Your precious Blood.

Grace, which has been given to us so abundantly in Baptism
and Confirmation, has of itself the infallible power to sanctify. It
does not force us, however, to do good nor does it sanctify us
without our voluntary cooperation. Man always remains free to
cooperate or not with this divine gift; unfortunately, it is always
possible for him to resist ‘grace and condescend to evil, thus
failing in his duty'as a child of G_dd anda soldier of Christ.
Jesus, foreseeing these possible defectioni and falls, has
instituted a special Sacrament for the sole purpose of healing
the wounds of sin, of restoring sinners to grace and of
providing strength for: their weakness. Our Lord said to the
Apostles, “Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them,
and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.” (John 20:23)
By these words, Christ conferred on them and on their
successors the formidable power of forgiving sins in His Name.

“If you have sinned, my soul, and are wounded, behold your
God, your physician, waiting to_heal you. His omnipotence
permits Him to remit all your sins in one moment His
goodness and mercy urge Him to forgive you.”

“Are you terrified, perhaps, because He is your judge? Have
confidence, my soul, because if He is your judge He is also
Yyour defender. He is your defender to excuse you and justify
you If you repent: and He is your judge, not to condemn you,
but to save you, if you are humble. His mercy is infinitely
greater than all your iniquities. And I tell you this, not that you
will remain in sin and make yourself unworthy of His pity, but
that you will drive away evi|, and not despair of His clemency
and pardon.” - Bl Louis de Blois

spiritualdirection.com/2015/02/12/penance

To become an adorer, @ Debby Bowen at 323-7080
@ Adoration Line at 323-6272 x6

Adoration Hours on the cover of bulletin - Masks Required
Call the Adoration Line for updates to hours or closings.

Suggested FORMED.org Offerings - Parish Funded

There is Life in the Womb: - Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen was one of
the best-loved and most influential preachers of the 20" century
and author of over 90 books. He reached nearly 30 million people
through his weekly program, Life is Worth Living, and his cause for
canonization was officially opened in 2002. He explains the Church's
teaching on life from a philosophical and historical perspective.

Relativism: Do You Know How It Is Affecting You? - Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI considered moral relativism to be the most dangerous
dictatorship existing in the world today. In this presentation, Chris
Stefanick debunks the powerful and epidemic myth of relativism
with honesty, relevance, humor, and logical validity, offering a much
-needed perspective on the current status quo of morality.

F @ R M E D Go to FORMED.org.
Enter Parish Code: 42CFV7.
FHE CATHREIE FA Td Access life changing content!

OoN DEMANDR

Please pray [or all e Lhe vlenticns lisled an our prayer ling, [or the
sick and dying, the imprisoned and all those in need of spiritual,
emotional, physical and/or financial support and healing. Especially
please pray:

¢ Continued prayers for healing and relief of pain for J. I. and for

his family.

Continued prayers requested for Hannah as she battles cancer.

For good test results for Tim.

For healing of Covid for Carole.

For the safety of our country.

For the safety of first responders.

For a cure and eradication of the Coronavirus.

For an increase in vocations.

For the health of the priests of the diocese.

For seminarians and their intentions.

In thanksgiving for the full recovery of those who had Covid in

an assisted living facility, and for the excellent care by staff.

¢ Inthanksgiving for all God's graces and answers to the requests
of the prayer line.

® S 6 6 6 O O o 0o

To have the prayer line members pray for you or a love one:
@ Office: 323-6272 x1 or X francisatbtown@gmail.com;
or visit www.stfrancisbelchertown.com,
click Liturgy and Prayer, then Prayer.

The Church is Open for Visitation

(the chapel is not available)

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
until 6 PM

Please remember to wear a mask
and follow all safety protocols
posted at the church.

Lenten Baby Shower - Beginning on Ash
Wednesday, February 17, a basket will be in the
gathering space for much needed items as:
unscented baby wash and lotion, plastic baby
bottles, unscented Dove soap and new outfits (sizes newborn-2T).
The greatest need is for diapers, sizes 1-6. Gift cards and monetary
donations are also welcome and may be given in an envelope
marked “Bethlehem House.”
Due to COVID restrictions, we will not be accepting
used clothing and other used items at this time.
Please save them for a later collection.

Clarity and Support for Pregnant Women
Visit: https://clearwayclinic.com
Call: 413-351-0070 or Text: 774-314-8298

C

clearway .
GLINIC 1259 E. Columbus Avenue, Springfield, MA 01105
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Jesus Came to Heal the Whaole Person, Body and Soul

In the Church's Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, through the
ministry of the priest, it is Jesus who touches the sick to heal them
from sin — and sometimes even from physical ailment. His cures
were signs of the arrival of the Kingdom of God. The core message
of his healing tells us of his plan to conquer sin and death by his
dying and rising. The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to
wait until a person is at the point of death to receive the Sacrament.
A careful judgment about the serious nature of the illness is
sufficient. When the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is given, the
hoped-for effect is that, if it be God's will, the person be physically
healed of illness. But even if there is no physical healing, the primary
effect of the Sacrament is a spiritual healing by which the sick
person receives the Holy Spirit's gift of peace and courage to deal
with the difficulties that accompany serious illness or the frailty of
old age. -from the United States Catholic Catechism for Adults

Jesus longs to heal us and the priest aids him in that process
through the Anointing of the Sick, once or even multiple times,
until a soul passes. This sacrament offers wonderful grace for the
journey - especially when the priest can spend time with the person
and offer communion, so please don't wait until the last minute.
Please call the office to arrange for Fr. David to come and administer
the sacrament to yourself or your loved one. @ 323-6272 x1

SERVICE & OUTREACH

Opportunities to serve as the heart and hands of Christ

The Food Pantry is in need of:
canned vegetables, jams, cake and brownie mixes.
Thank you for your generous response to serving those in need.
@ Food Pantry: 323-6272 x8
Please leave donations between the doors of the churcis,

Take & Eat provides nourishing meals and a short visit to the
elderly and homebound in Belchertown on the 2™ and 4™
Sundays of the month. It is run entirely by volunteers and your
generous donations. If you are looking for a volunteer
opportunity which provides great service to our community,
please consider joining our team. Our wonderful volunteers shop,
bake, cook, pack and/or deliver for our program.

@ Jaime Forsythe: 896-0774 or DX jaimeforsythe32@gmail.com
@ Ann Marie Beaupre: 687-7296 or DXl beaupre6852@charter.net

The Prayer Shawl Ministry creates handmade shawls for
bereaved or seriously ill individuals. Each shawl is lovingly made
to provide comfort during a difficult time and serves as a
reminder that the individual is not alone.

Do vou know someone who would appreciate a reminder
that they are not alone and who would like to be held ug
in prayer during a difficult time?

@ Bonnie Miller: 253-2293 or Diane Plante: 237-3001

The Mats for the Homeless Ministry makes sleeping mats
for the homeless in the diocese. Parishioners of almost any age
can help in either making the ‘plarn’ (plastic yarn) out of plastic
grocery bags or crocheting them together to make mats.
@ Becky Walton: 345-1757
Please save your plastic bags for donation to this ministry.

Give Until It Hurts - One of the characteristics of Everyday
Stewardship is to be committed — to persevere daily in a way of life
acknowledging that everything belongs to God.

I know, I know. Easier said than done.

Just ask Zebedee. It's quite an image we get from the Gospel, after
all. “So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the
hired men and followed Him."

There was Zebedee, about his business, mending nets with his two
sons, who were undoubtedly his best workers — they had to have
been more dedicated than the hired men, who worked for wages
rather than for family. And in an instant off they go, following this
strange man.

I don't know about you, but if my kids left me on a hot summer day
to finish the lawn by myself, I wouldn't be too happy.

But Zebedee must have been someone quite special. Perhaps he
realized that his sons didn't belong to him — not really. They
belonged to God, and from the beginning of time, it had been
appointed that they would be among the first disciples of Christ. He
passed, he called, they followed, and Zebedee obliged. He simply
went back to mending his nets, I imagine.

Zebedee already understood what St. Teresa of Calcutta would say
millennia later: “Give until it hurts.”

“You're wasting my time.” "I've done so much for her; she owes me
this.” How often do we think things, and even people and
relationships, belong to us? The truth is none of them do. We must
be ready, as Zebedee was, to surrender them to God when He
comes walking past. — Tracy Farl Welliver, MTS ~ ©LPI

Evening for Parish Catechists: Virtual Lent...Again? Join Lisa Orchen
on Wednesday, January 27, from 7 to 8:30 PM. Planning for 2021 -
we anticipate that COVID's long shadow will challenge us to plan for
Lent differently again this year. Together we will explore ideas for
helping our parish and school families celebrate Lent in a COVID
world.
Visit: holyfamilyretreat.org/day-evening-retreats
for more information and to register.
@ Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center at 860-760-9705

New Senior Qutreach Program for Belchertown Seniors - To help
during the Covid-19 pandemic, the Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation (QVCDC) in Ware has expanded its
Senior Outreach Program to include seniors living in Belchertown.
They have a team of core providers available to do errands, such as
grocery shopping and prescription pick-ups, so that seniors can
remain safely at home. Services are provided at no cost to residents
over 60, who meet certain income eligibility requirements and
reside in Hardwick, Ware, Warren and now Belchertown. All
providers are screened and will wear masks and gloves during
interactions with seniors and they will not enter the home.

@ Melissa: 413-967-3001
at the Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation.



