St. John of the Cress Parish &

Roman Catholic Church BAP SM

LOVE GOD, LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS, MAKE DISCIPLES
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PASTOR: Rev. Lawrence Symolon e Deacon Michael J. Walsh e Deacon Stephen L. Savarese

Mass Schedule
Weekday: Monday-Thursday 8:00am & First Friday
Weekend: Saturday 4:30pm

Sunday 8:00am & 10:00am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday at 3:30pm and following 4:30pm Mass

Parish House
1321 Whittemore Rd., Middlebury, CT 06762
Tel.: 203-758-2659
Fax: 203-577-6464
Hours: Monday - Thursday
9:00am-3:30pm

Email: stjohn@snet.net
Website: stjohnofthecrosschurch.org

Pastor
Rev. Lawrence Symolon
Email: pastor@stjohnofthecrosschurch.org

Religious Education Staff
Hours Monday -Thursday: 9:00am-1:00pm
Tel: 203-758-1346

Mrs. Annette Williams
Coordinator of Grades 1-8
Email: annette@stjohnofthecrosschurch.org

Mrs. Jacqueline Beauvais
Coordinator of Grades 9-12
Email: jackiebeauvais@stjohnofthecrosschurch.org

Parish Staff

Mrs. Donna Ryan, Parish Secretary
Mrs. Helen Kramer, Pastor’s Assistant

Music
Mr. Allan Dabkowski, Director of Music

Head Ushers
Mr. Robert C. Desmarais, Sr.

Parish Trustees
Ronald Vitarelli
Lori Zionkowski

Mission Statement

We, the parish family of St. John of the Cross, are a
Catholic Christian Community dedicated to sharing
our faith and deepening our love of the Lord Jesus
Christ.  Proclaiming God’s Word through the
celebration of Mass and the Sacraments is central to
our identity. We strive through the ministries of the
Church and the gifis of the Holy Spirit to nurture our
faith in prayer, religious education and serving other
needs within and outside our parish family.

The Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.)

The process which welcomes adults into the Roman
Catholic Church and brings uncatechized Catholics
into full Communion with the Church. Anyone
interested in learning more about R.C.I.A., please feel
free to contact Father Symolon.

Baptisms
Couples requesting Baptism for their children must be
registered in the parish and attend one Baptism
preparation session. Baptisms are scheduled at
11:15am on the first Sunday of each month.

Marriage
According to Canon Law, marriages are to be
celebrated in the parish Church of the bride or groom.
Arrangements are to be made at least six months in
advance. Please contact Father Symolon at the Parish
House.

Not registered?

Visit our Parish House during office hours and become
an important addition to our parish family and part of a
warm and supportive community of faith.

Welcome!




ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS CHURCH, MIDDLEBURY, CT

E Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, January 12

4:30PM Gerry Perrella

Reg. by her husbani
SUNDAY .Januarv 13
R:00AM Kirsten Casey

Req. by the Thorpe family
1:00AM Mark Santorw

Regq. by Cathv & Gary Cluen
MONDAY, January 14
8:00AM Mary Daddona

Regq. by Frank & Carole Cipriano
TUESDAY, January 15
R:00AM Viola Marana

Req. by .J. Marans
WEDNESDAY. Janpary 16
8:00AM Ruben Sanche:x

Req. by his daughter Karin Kay & famiiy
THURSDAY. Januarv 17

E Pray For ...

Please pray for our sick at home, in hospitals and convales-
cent homes, especially: Mary Arpaia, Barbara Backus, Car-
olyn Barbieri, Ellen Barrett, Al Berardelli, Michael Berardelli,
Jenn Bona, Jewel Brice, Judy Bridges, Americo Ciocca, Frank
Calabro, Anna M. Carrano, Virginia Cartiglia, Louise Cassella,
Mark Cavallero, Michael C. Culhane, Liam Dwyer, Annie DeLe-
onibus, Dr. Bart DePetrillo, Betsy Desmarais, Liam Dwyer, Kris-
ten Fedor, Andre Frey-Thomas, Claire Fulham, Michael Gargoni,
Jean Pierre Girard, Cora Guerin, Juanito Josef, Art Johnson, Vio-
let Kelly, Jacqueline Kliese, John & Regina Kotchian, John
Krejci, Michael Lombardi, Thomas MacDonald, Joseph Martino,
Dick Mascoli, Thomas Monteleone, Lynn Musto, Leigh O’Brien,
Donna Orsatti, Lou Orsini, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Perin,
Evelyn Poremba, Mary Teixeira Qatato (newborn), Joel Rivera,
Rosa Maria Santos, Shannon, Robert Swift, Anthony Sylvester,
Rev. Dennis J. Vincenzo, Ana Valle, Christine Walz, Don & Pa-
tricia Watterworth & John Weyant.

Please call the Parish House at 203-758-2659 or email stjohn(@snet.net
with names of the sick for inclusion in the weekly bulletin or if someone
on this list may be removed.

REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE SERVING...
God, keep special watch over these men and women serving in
the Navy, National Guard, Army, Marine Corps., Air Force,
Coast Guard: R. Jay C., Alicia C., Scott D., Patrick D. E.,
Miles G., Jeremy G., Michael L., Patrick P.,
Brandon S., Julian S., Matthew Wynne

2:00AM St. John of the Cross Parishioneis
FRIDAY. January 18
R:00AM No Mass
SATURDAY, Januarv 19
4:30PM Margaret Ledeer

Req. by Terry, Gayle & Rose Hili
SUNDAY .Janunarv 20}
R:00AM Louise Lawrence

Reaq. by her family
11:00AM Anna & Dominick Carbore

Wedding Anniversarv Remembrancs

Req. by Anna & John Posa

GIFTS TO GOD AND THE PARISH
January 6 Offertory: $5,377.00
January 6 Online Offertory: $1,525.00
2018 Total Debt Collection: $16,026.00
Candles: $ 144.00

This Week at St. John of the Cross

Monday, January 14

Parish Council, 7:00pm, Parish House
Wednesday. January 14

Waomen's Group, 7:00pm, FFH*
Thursdav, lanuary 17

Rasarv for Vacations, 8:30am, Church

Knights of Columbus, 7:00-9:00pm, Potluck Dinner

Sandwich Team 4
FFH* (lower Churcl)

2nd Collection - January 27, 2019
Catholic High School
This collection benefits the secondary schools in the Archdio-
cese of Hartford. Supported by parishes in the Diocese, these
high schools will help students grow in their faith, access excep-
tional academic resources, and serve their communities. Please
be as generous as possible. Thank you for your generosity.
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LIVE THE LITURGY ...

At the baptism of Jesus, a voice came from heaven saying, "You
are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased." Through
Baptism, Jesus' identity as God's Son is revealed and under-
stood. He knows very clearly who he is. Baptism does the same
for us. It gives us our identity as daughters and sons of God. We
have the wonderful opportunity, given to us as a gift, to share in
the same intimate relationship Jesus has with God his Father.
Being a daughter or son of God gives us a unique and focused
mission to which we must be faithful. Our identity, as with Je-
sus, is rooted in God. This is a simple fact we all must accept.
Through Baptism, we are given the power and ability to see the
world as God sees and to think and act as God would think and
act. This is a tall order but one that will lead us to truth and ulti-
mately to happiness.

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: If Jesus didn't sin,
why did He need to be baptized?
Answer: In becoming man,
Jesus is not so loft that He ex-
pects things of us He isn't willing
to do Himself. In His baptism,
,.H,,;],E‘E‘ mu.-mtmns 5 IFIf Jesus identifies with sinners and
==Chist!om %| "|II = gives us a model of what we
-'";,! - ought to do - repent, be cleansed,
- and receive the grace of God!
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

E Religious Education News

January 15/16 RE Classes
January 22/23 RE Classes
January 29/30 RE Classes

January 15" Carolyn’s Place will be presenting an edu-
cational program to the 6™, 7', and 8" grade RE Clas-
ses. The program will be held in church. (Snow Date
January 22™)

Liturgy of the Word for Children
January 20" Grade 3

February 5/6 RE Classes
February 12/13 RE Classes
February 20 RE Classes
February 26/27 RE Classes

Liturgy of the Word for Children

February 3 Grade 2
February 24 Grade 3
February 6™ Grade 2
Church Visit
February 13" First Reconciliation
Grade 2 - MES
February 20" First Reconciliation
Grade 2 LMES

E Youth Ministry News

January Required Confirmation Program
Sunday, January 13™
Father Fanning Hall
Tenth Grade-11:15-12:45
Ninth Grade-1:15-2:45
Please contact the Religious Education Office
with any questions.

E Parish News

Weekly Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament
Archbishop Blair has requested every parish hold a weekly Holy
Hour to pray for God's blessing upon the Church and to pray for
an increase of religious vocations as well as our own concerns.
Our weekly Holy Hour of Adoration before the Blessed Sacra-
ment Mondays after the 8:00 morning Mass. Anyone is wel-
come to stop by for a prayerful visit any part of the Holy Hour.

Parish Lending Library

Want a movie to watch on a cold winter’s day
or grab a good book to read? Check out the
books and videos in the St. John of the Cross
Lending Library. The Library located at the
Parish House (1* floor) is open from 9—3 p.m.
Monday — Thursday or by appointment - call
203-758-2659 to schedule a time.

Inclement Weather . . . Father Symolon
will say weekday Mass even if Region 15 is
closed or has a delayed opening. However,
if the roads or weather are of concern to
you, please do not attempt to travel.

| l“ ‘*‘F’ On behalf of the parish family, we offer prayers |
] and condolences to the families of Eunice Bragg 1

th and Richard Brown whose Masses of Christian |
! burial were recently celebrated at St. John of the |
: Cross Church. :

; f"”:#a The total for the December Gift Card is $430.00.

! o Thank you for your generosity.

From Fr. Symolon’s Desk

A visit to the movies?

During the 1960’s there were reported visions of Mary the Moth-
er of God in Garabandel, Spain. These reported visions are still
considered “non constat” by the Vatican, meaning not enough
evidence has been gathered to decide on the question were the
visions real. A movie about the visions will be playing in the
Regal Cinema in Waterbury starting February 1st. The title of
the movie is “Garabandel, only God Knows.”

Looking for a "Martha"

You are familiar with the story in the Bible of Martha and
Mary; Martha was busy in the kitchen preparing a meal for Je-
sus. We are looking for a "Martha" who would like to volunteer
for a small but very helpful Ministry that would help us in

FFH. There now is a basket outside the kitchen in FFH for emp-
ty water bottles and soda cans. Would any one be interested in
taking the empty bottles and cans to redeem them for the par-
ish? This can be done at your convenience whenever the basket
begins to fill up. Please see Fr. Symolon if interested.

Volunteers Christmas Party
January 20,2019 Fr. Fanning Hall 2;00-4;00pm
If you volunteer for any ministry, please join us for a
reception next Sunday to recognize and celebrate
you and your contributions to the parish. Hope to
see you there!

A prayer shawl begins prayerfully and becomes
a tangible symbol when words can’t be found to
express feelings. It can be a warm hug of happi-

(uun's Ez
HUGS)

%:3““-3;-" ness, empathy and support; a private place to
Praver Shawl  ©5€ape in which to res't, rfelax and renew when
Ministry all else seems to be slipping away.

The Women’s Group has been working in this
ministry for a few years and would like to reach out to anyone in
need of a shawl or if you would like to join the ministry, please
contact Noreen Corsi at 860-841-2905.

Middlebury Food Bank
Suggestions for next week:
Brownie/Cake Mix & Juice Boxes
Thank you!




JANUARY 13, 2019

D Readings for the Week
January 13, 2019

Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4,
24-25,27-28,29-30 [1]/Ti2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk
3:15-16, 21-22

Monday: Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9
[cf. 7c]/MKk 1:14-20

True peace is
not merely the

Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 tezls’fj”fft (l’f
[cf. 7)/Mk 1:21-28 the presence
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, of justice."
8-9 [8a]/Mk 1:29-39 Mot Luthe;
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7¢c, 8-9, 10-11 King, Jr.

[81/Mk 1:40-45

Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6¢-7, 8
[cf. 7b]/Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf,

Jn 6:63¢c]/Mk 2:13-17

Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-
10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11

] Respect Life

Jesus announced the Kingdom of God was at hand at the start
of His public life, not the powerful world kingdom anticipated
by most people, but a spiritual Kingdom of ordi-
nary people like us who are called to love God and
our neighbors. God is served and His Kingdom is Q@
advanced whenever we do our part to obtain jus-
tice and protection for society’s poor, powerless
and persecuted, including the weakest and most

vulnerable of our brothers and sisters, the defenseless child in
the womb.

Q
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Through Baptism we welcome our two
Newest members of the
St. John of the Cross family. . .
Grace Mary Rydzyk & Isabelle Ann Waller
- = Please say a prayer for Grace Mary & Isabelle
e S Ann and their families that the light of the
BAPTISM Holy Spirit will always shine upon them.

2019 March For Life

January 17-18, 2019
Join the Pro-Life Ministry for a pilgrimage to Washing-
ton, D.C. The pilgrimage includes a two-day bus trip to
the Vigil Mass at the Basilica of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, the March in Washington D.C. and breakfast with
Archbishop Blair.

Call Pro-Life Ministry at 203-694-4189 fo more infor-
mation.

Question of the Week

First Reading

During Israel's darkest days in captivity in Babylon, the prophet
Isaiah announced a comforting message: "Prepare the way of the
Lord!" How does God's presence in your life bring you comfort?

Around the Archdiocese
Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center,
West Hartford
Tunxis Road. West Hartford, CT

Saturday, Jan 26, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Our Struggles Have
Purpose, with Shawn Elizabeth George Every day we
are inundated with what we should look like, sound like,
and feel like, and we’re told that what is isn't enough. Join
us for a day to pause and breathe and learn to begin living
from the inside out. $75, includes lunch. Register

at. holyfamilyretreat.org or by calling 860-760-9705.

HOW TO REPORT AN INCIDENT OF SEXUAL ABUSE
TO THE ARCHDIOCESE OF HARTFORD
If you have knowledge or suspect that a minor or vulnerable
adult (an adult with an intellectual disability) has been sexually
abused, in any manner, by personnel of the Archdiocese of Hart-
ford, you are urged to report this information to:

Kathleen D. Nowosadko
Victim Assistance Coordinator
860-541-6475
kathleen.nowosadko(@aohct.org

In addition, you will be asked to follow up in writing with a de-
tailed description of the facts involved in the incident. Specifics
of this written report can be found in the Policies and Procedures
of the Archdiocese of Hartford Relating to Allegations of Sexual
Misconduct Involving Minors and Vulnerable Adults. This docu-
ment is also available online at www.archdioceseofhartford.org.
The Archdiocese of Hartford will report any and all incidents to
the proper civil authorities.

Mandated reporters in the State of Connecticut are required by
law to report any incident of sexual abuse involving a minor or
vulnerable adult. We encourage any Non-Mandated persons to
report such incidents to the proper authorities as well. We sup-
port your right to do so.

Incidents involving sexual abuse of minors (persons under the
age of 18) should be reported to:
State Department of Children and Families Care-line
1-800-842-2288

Incidents involving sexual abuse of vulnerable adults
aged 18 — 59 should be reported to the:
Abuse Investigations Division of the Office of Protection and
Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities
1-800-842-7303

Incidents involving sexual abuse of vulnerable adults
aged 60 and over should be reported to:
Department of Social Services for the Elderly
1-888-385-4225

Once a written report of an incident of sexual abuse of a minor or
vulnerable adult has been received, an investigation will be un-
dertaken by, or on behalf of, the Archdiocese of Hartford.

This is my Son
with whom I am well pleased.



