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Sacred Heart Parish and St. John of the Cross Parish merger process approved: 

Archbishop Leonard P. Blair, of the Archdiocese of Hartford, has granted permission to implement a planning process for the eventual 

merger of Sacred Heart Parish in Southbury and St. John of the Cross Parish in Middlebury.  The anticipated retirement of Monsignor 

Joseph Donnelly from Sacred Heart in June 2021 and the ongoing pastoral plan to restructure and consolidate the two parishes presented 

the opportunity to begin a process to create a new faith community to best serve parish members and the local community.  

This merger is the result of ongoing restructuring that will ultimately strengthen parish communities throughout 

the Archdiocese positioning them for future growth and sustainability. It is hoped that the result will be revital-

ized parishes throughout the Archdiocese that are better equipped to meet the spiritual and pastoral needs of fu-

ture generations.  The recommendations and resulting mergers are an outcome of the Archdiocesan-wide Pastoral 

Planning initiative, which began in 2017. 

Reverend Lawrence Symolon Pastor of St. John of the Cross will become the pastor of the new faith communi-

ty.  A transition team with members from both parishes has been established to begin this process and over sever-

al months will work with parish staff and parishioners from strategic committees to work thoughtfully and re-

sponsibly in building the new parish community with campus locations in both towns. The process is designed to 

be as collaborative and consultative as possible. The Archdiocese will provide ongoing guidance and support dur-

ing the transition process.  

Transition Team Members: Monsignor Joseph Donnelly, Reverend Lawrence Symolon, Deacon Michael Walsh, 

Sr. Pat Torre, DW, Ami Conlan, Karen Capodanno, Joseph Connolly, Elizabeth DePalma, Robert Loiseau, and 

Annette Williams are available for conversations and questions as the process unfolds.  Updates will be available 

through parish websites, bulletins, emails and other media outlets. 

 

 

 

 

Happy Easter! 

As you know, the process has begun to merge Sacred Heart and St. John of the Cross Parishes. The Transition 

Team hopes to keep you informed as the process progresses. We encourage and invite you to share your thoughts 

or questions as we move forward to restructure and build a new faith community. 

We invite you to  ask questions, get answers and have input. Included in this bulletin is a FAQ sheet to answer 

frequently asked questions; a link to a brief, anonymous, 8 question survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/

r/SHCSJCSurvey for your valuable input in to this process; and invitation to connect directly with the Transi-

tion Team. Please email any transition team member or ami@shcsby.org to send a general message to the team. 

We hope this Easter Season is filled with reflection, prayer, growth and peace. So many transitions in this un-

precedented time of the pandemic; please know you are in our thoughts and prayers and we are always here to 

support and serve you beyond the intent of this communication. 

Peace and Hope, 

SHC-SJC Transition Team 

Monsignor Joseph Donnelly, Reverend Lawrence Symolon, Deacon Michael Walsh, Sr. Pat Torre, DW,  

Ami Conlan, Karen Capodanno, Joseph Connolly, Elizabeth DePalma, Robert Loiseau, and Annette Williams 

  

  

  



 

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRCTION OF THE LORD 

Will St. John of the Cross close?  

 

The plan calls for both churches—St. John of the Cross and 

Sacred Heart—to remain open.  

 

When will this be effective? 

 

The Archbishop has approved St. John of the Cross and 

Sacred Heart Parishes to begin the planning process to 

merge.  It is expected the official merge will be effective late 

spring 2021. 

 

Will our Mass schedule be changed? 

 

Yes. A revised Mass schedule will consider the best way to 

serve the needs of the community while also reflecting the 

restructured resources of both churches, most importantly 

the fact that there will be a single pastor to serve the com-

bined parish.  

 

Will our parish name be different? 

 

This has not yet been resolved and involves Canon Law 

requirements. The Archdiocese is considering a name that 

reflects the combined community while keeping the current 

names of Sacred Heart and St. John of the Cross to identify 

the campus locations. We will keep our parishioners in-

formed as this process continues.  

 

Will both churches be available for celebrating 

Sacraments and Funerals? 

 

Yes. It is anticipated that sacramental life will be available in 

both locations even as the merger seeks to consolidate and 

streamline other parish resources.  

 

Who will be the new pastor?  

 

Reverend Lawrence Symolon will become the pastor of the 

new faith community. Monsignor Joseph Donnelly, currently 

pastor of Sacred Heart, will retire in June 2021, and is ac-

tively working with Fr. Symolon and a transition team, com-

prised of staff and members of both parishes, to plan and 

implement a smooth leadership transition.  

 

Will parish offices in both towns remain open? 

 

As we begin the merger process both offices may remain 

open, although on a modified schedule. As the merger 

evolves and progresses we will develop the best plan to 

serve our new community.  

                                  

FAQ: Merger process Sacred Heart and St. John of the Cross  

What happens to the financial resources of our 

parish? 

 

The financial resources of both parishes will be combined 

and the Finance Councils, along with Archdiocesan guid-

ance, will provide oversight of these processes. 

 

Will the Pastoral Associates and Deacons remain 

in the new parish? 

 

As of now we expect that the current pastoral staff will re-

main in place and will be part of a combined team to serve 

the new faith community. The Deacons are managed by 

the Archdiocese and their assignments will be determined 

during this process. 

 

What is the overall goal of this process?  

 

This process was begun to create a vibrant faith communi-

ty to meet the evolving needs of the Middlebury and South-

bury communities. It reflects an overarching process that 

was initiated in 2017 when parishes across the Archdio-

cese of Hartford were reorganized and restructured. These 

changes reflect several challenging realities, such as a pro-

nounced shortage of priests, in addition to factors such as 

shifting demographics and changes in parish utilization. 

The goal is to create a combined parish that will be strong-

er and more sustainable than the current structure allows.  

 

What other changes can we expect?  

 

Many elements of the merged parish are “behind the 

scenes” issues that will not directly impact the experience 

of our parishioners. Other aspects will be more visible. For 

example, we will move towards having a single parish 

council and single finance council. We will implement one 

combined Faith Formation (religious education) program. 

Other parish ministries will be similarly combined. The in-

tent is to have stronger and more efficient sustainable re-

sources to carry us into the future.  

 

What is a merger between parishes?  

 

A merger of two (or more) parishes combines the re-

sources of existing parishes to create a new, combined 

entity. Typically, the existing church buildings continue to 

be used, while the pastoral leadership and administrative 

functions are streamlined to be more efficient and sustaina-

ble. In all cases these actions are taken to best position the 

local church to meet the current and future needs of the 

community.  

Send us your questions ami@shcsby.org 



APRIL 4, 2021 

SATURDAY, April 3 

  8:00pm   Frank Henderson 

     Req. by his mother 

SUNDAY, April 4 Easter�

  8:00am   Raymond & Theresa Neubauer 

    Req. by Roy & Lynn Detlefsen 

10:00am   Marie Hakim (2nd Anniversary) 

    Req. by son & family 

MONDAY, April 5  

  8:00am  George A. Racine, Sr. (Month’s Mind) 

                 Req. by the Thorpe family 

TUESDAY, April 6�

  8:00am  Gene Slason 

                 Morning Breakfast Group 

WEDNESDAY, April 7 �

  8:00am  People of the Parish 

THURSDAY, April 8  

  8:00am   Mary Friel (Living Birthday) 

                 Req. by her family   

FRIDAY, April 9 

  8:00am   No Mass 

SATURDAY, April 10 

  8:00pm   People of the Parish 

SUNDAY, April 11�

  8:00am   Victims of the Pandemic 

10:00am   Jonathan Joseph Carroll (8th Anniversary) 

    Req. by his parents and siblings 

           Intentions 

Please pray for our sick at home, in hospitals and con-

valescent homes, especially: Mary Arpaia, Carolyn Barbieri, 

Ellen Barrett, Michael Berardelli, Jenn Bona, Jewel Brice, Elea-

nor Carroll, Virginia Cartiglia, Mark Cavallero, Ken Crowley, 

Michael C. Culhane, Gindee Dabkowski, Annie DeLeonibus, 

Betsy Desmarais, Frank & Rita Dest, Liam Dwyer, Rick Ericson, 

Kristen Fedor, Claire Fulham, Owen Gallino, Sandy Goldberg, 

Jaxson, Juanito Josef, Art Johnson, Clem Johnson, Joan Johnson, 

Violet Kelly, Jacqueline Kliese, John Krejci, Michael Lombardi, 

Thomas MacDonald, Joseph Martino, Michael, Thomas Montele-

one, Lynn Musto, Gary Normandin, Leigh O’Brien, Donna Or-

satti, Lou Orsini,  Michael Panasci, Marilyn Perin, Greg Phelan, 

Susan Pimpinella, Evelyn Poremba, Mary Rachich, Joel Rivera, 

Shannon, Lorraine Shepard, Robert Swift, Ana Valle, Christine 

Walz, Patricia Watterworth, John Weyant, & J.A. Zawacki. 

 

 

Sanctuary Candle for Week of April4, 2021  

Candle #1 In Memory of Theresa Tedesco  

     (1st Anniversary in Heaven) 

Candle #2 In Memory of Annette & Joseph Tedesco 

 Pray For. . .  

Christ is risen, Alleluia!!!   

 

We join today in praying and trusting that the risen Jesus will 

bless us during this unique time in the history of our parishes.  It 

is an exciting time as our two parishes of Sacred Heart and St. 

John of the Cross prepare to merge into one new Catholic faith 

community. However, this can also be a time of stress and fear. 

We sincerely believe that the risen Jesus has a strong message 

for us to take from this particular Easter season: “Rejoice! I am 

with you! Do not be afraid! Trust me!” We hope that you be-

lieve that message as well. 

 

There was never a more stressful and fearful time in the history 

of the Church than those days, months and years after the death 

and burial of Jesus. What would the future bring? What will it 

be like to be the new community of the disciples of Jesus? Can 

we even do that? Like us, those early Christian disciples were 

facing an unknown future.  And three days later, God gave them 

an answer. God was doing something new!  In fact, God was 

making something new of that frightened community of believ-

ers. In those days immediately after the resurrection of Jesus and 

after the coming of God’s Holy Spirit to them in an entirely new 

way at Pentecost, the disciples felt overwhelmed as they faced 

the various tasks before them. But, they also felt hopeful and 

empowered by the very same real presence of the God that Jesus 

had revealed to them in his life, his teaching and in his death 

and resurrection. 

 

We have every reason to believe that God will continue to be as 

faithful to us today as God was to that early community of be-

lievers over 2000 years ago.  This is God’s Church and God 

wants us to be a fruitful and vibrant community continuing the 

mission and ministry of Jesus. This time of change, as we look 

forward to merging into one new parish, is an opportunity for us 

to allow Jesus to lead us into a brighter and stronger future as 

the Catholic community of Southbury and Middlebury. 

 

As we renew the promises of our baptism this Easter may we 

each be aware of how God is continuing to be faithful to us in 

these days! 

 

Easter Blessings! 

 

Monsignor Joe Donnelly, Father Symolon, Sister Pat Torre,  

Ami Conlan 

Our gift to you. Available at all Masses on Easter 

Sunday or included in the March GIFT home 

packet.  Additional copies may be available at the 

parish offices. 

 

 Jesus calls us to New Life. As we enter into this 

Easter Season we are invited to deepen our rela-

tionship with God and with one another. There is 

no better way to do this than to embrace our life in prayer.  

   

Matthew Kelly’s book is filled with stories of his own experienc-

es of prayer and guides us in finding our way. Whether you are a 

seasoned prayer or fraught with worries that you don’t prayer 

‘right’, this book offers practical everyday suggestions for feeding 

our soul. 

 

You may want to read this book on your own, or with others. You 

can bring this book to a small group that you belong to, or you 

may want to call a few friends to read it together. If you would 

like to join a group and don’t know where to begin call the parish 

office.  

 

Our reading a book together is a great way to participate and pray 

in the process of becoming one community in faith.  

 

This Easter Season, may each of us deepen our life our prayer, 

nurture our souls, and be for others the Hope, Peace, Joy and 

Love of the Risen Christ. 
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 Moore, O’Brien, & Foti
 Attorneys at Law

Garrett M. Moore, Sr.
gmoore@mojylaw.com

 891 Straits Turnpike 203-272-6352
 Middlebury, CT 06762 Fax: 203-272-9273

MOF

TEL (203) 574-3100

LENKOWSKI
LONERGAN & CO. LLP
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS
Leonard M. Romaniello, Jr., CPA, CITP, CFE, CFF, MST
Managing Partner

1579 Straits Turnpike, Suite 2D, Middlebury, CT 06762-1835
www.LenkowskiLonerganCPA.com

Providing Non-Medical In-Home Care 
Light Housekeeping, Cooking, Errands,

Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care

203-754-0485
www.evertherecare.org$25 off with this ad

www.envirocarepestcontrol.net

Local Pest 
Control for Ants, 
Ticks and Mice 
860-945-3180

Full Deli • Catering
Take Out 

475-235-2347
338 Middlebury Road

Middlebury

Visit Us Online
www.facebook.com/
Cavallos Middlebury

Imported 
Italian Foods

CAVALLO’S

Exceptional Care for Beautiful Smiles
1625 Straits Turnpike Suite 210 • Middlebury, CT 06762
203.598.3889 | www.middleburydentistry.com

200 Benson Road, Middlebury, CT 06762
203-577-3333 • www.brooksidememorial.com

BROOKSIDE MEMORIAL
THE ALBINI FAMILY FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

Custom Quality Homes  
Since 1981

Lots Sold Separately 
Your Plans or Ours 

Excavating Available
We also do Additions, Home Repairs, 

Remodeling, Updates
203-206-6670 • Mike Ferrara 
203-725-7100 • Nick Ferrara
120 SKYLINE DRIVE, MIDDLEBURY, CT 06762

Buy or Lease your next 
car or truck from us!

We have just what you’re looking for!
Extended Service Hours!

Open 6 Days A Week Until 8PM!
Open Sunday 11 to 4PM!

CrowleyAuto.com

Make your financial 
future a priority.

John J Holmes Financial Advisor
203-586-1264 

20 Sherman Hill Rd., Woodbury, CT 

Member SIPC

Fully Licensed 
and Insured

LIC#E1-0200850

PEDRO J. FERRER, OWNER

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICAL  
SERVICE AT REASONABLE CO$T

203-733-3310  •  845-913-5175
FerrerElectricLLC.com

Family Owned 
& Operated

Offering Short 
& Long Term Care

778 Middlebury Rd, 
Middlebury

midconvhome.com

The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

Calvary Cemetery 
Waterbury 

203-754-9105 

Mt Olivet Cemetery 
Watertown 

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery 
Torrington

860-482-4670

Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift 
that relieves your family of a difficult decision in the midst 

of their grief. Whether a Traditional Grave, Mausoleum,  
or Cremation, let our caring team of Family Service  

Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.
www.ccacem.org

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers  
and Monuments at all our locations!
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Ph. (203)                                                       Fax (203)
758-2431                                                       598-0283

www.4cornersstore.com
600 Middlebury Road (Rt. 64)

Middlebury, CT

UNITED AUTO SALES 
& SERVICE

AC DelCo MAster teChniCiAn

serviCe Center sinCe 1953
Ct eMissions stAtion

After hours towing

219 Congress Ave., Waterbury
Phone: (203) 756-8851

Joe Longo - Parishioner

David C Mulhall, CPA
Investment Advisor

www.lpl.com/david.mulhall
Member FINRA/SIPC

203-527-6134
530 Middlebury Road, Suite 203A

Middlebury, CT 06762

  Bob Heusted
  Parishioner

 Middlebury
 Fine Wines & Spirits

 1255 Middlebury Rd. P: 203-527-6651
 Middlebury, CT F: 203-528-3551

Perry S. Kest, D.D.S.
& Associates

Family, Cosmetic 
& Implant Dentistry

(203) 264-9606
Offering Invisalign
250 Main Street South

Southbury (The Commons)

 Laser Vision Correction Behavioral Optometry
 Neurorehabilitative Optometry Contact Lenses

DR. JOHN J. PULASKI F.C.S.O.
Family Doctors of Optometry

Eye Care Center of Waterbury
625 Wolcott Street, Waterbury, CT

(203) 754-8339

BANNON & HEBERT
203-758-1300

590 Middlebury Road, Middlebury, CT
www.bannonandhebert.com

LMG Interior Design, LLC
Let me help with...

Custom Window Treatments
Blinds & Shades, Upholstery, Paint Color, Wallpaper,

Accessorizing Space Planning
Lynn M. Gilland • Middlebury

Phone: 203-577-6557       Email: lmginteriordesign@gmail.com

(203) 758-9988 • CELL (203) 206-6941

MIDDLEBURY SEPTIC, LLC
24 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE

Serving Litchfield, Fairfield
& New Haven Counties

P.O. BOX 238 • 9 SANDY BEACH RD.
MIDDLEBURY, CT 06762

  MICHAEL A. WEGLARZ
  Owner

Pomperaug Woods is Southbury’s only not-for-profit community.

203-262-6555 • www.PomperaugWoods.com

203-263-2146 
www.munsonloveterefuneralhome.com 

southbury.ct.petpassages.com
Locally owned and operated

35 porter avenue
p.o. box 578

naugatuck, CT 06770
Phone 203-723-7435

Fax 203-723-9995

michael j. mcverry
attorney at law

michael@mjmlaw1.com

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Pray  
 for 
Peace

www.jthurstonfuel.com
Premium Fuel Oil • 24 Hour Service
203-720-3028 • 203-753-HEAT (4238)

Owners: James F. Thurston, III & Jay Carter

John A. Sullivan OWNER

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
BUILDING & RESTORATIONS

203-879-4555 info@sullivan-brothers.com
www.sullivan-brothers.com

One Wolcott Rd. / Wolcott, CT

Don’t Just List it Showcase it! 
Jackie Desmarais, GRI, ABR   

203-509-6502 listorbuywithjackie@gmail.com

Beth Santos, GRI
203-206-0905 myrealtorbethsantos@gmail.com


