
 

Rectory Office 

 

 Phone: 860-628-4713          Fax:  860-628-7341 

 E-Mail:  stthomassouthington@gmail.com 

 Web Sites:   www.stthomassouthington.org 

         www.facebook.com/groups/104009621923 

 

St. Thomas Convent 

 

 Address: 20 Eden Place           Southington, CT 

 Phone: 860-621-1904 

 

Office of  Religious Education 

 

 Phone: 860-628-9679 

 E-mail: mpfmr@att.net 

 

Southington Catholic School 

 

 Address: 133 Bristol Street      Southington, CT 

 Phone: 860-628-2485           Fax: 860-628-4942 

 Web Site:   www.southingtoncathlolicschool.org 

 

 

May 23, 2021 

 

Pentecost Sunday 

 

 

Saint Thomas Church 

99 Bristol Street, Southington, CT 06489-4599 

 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

                  if  you have love for one another (John 13:35).” 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM / Sunday:  7:30AM & 10:00AM  

 

Town’s Weekday Mass Schedule 

Masses are at Immaculate Conception Church 

130 Summer Street 

Monday—Friday: 7:30 AM and Noon 

Saturday Morning: 7:30 AM 

 

Our Parish Mission Statement 

 

We, the Roman Catholic faithful of St. Thomas  

parish, nourished by God’s Word and by the 

Sacraments, welcome and serve the Family of God.   

Through evangelization, education, and spiritual  

development, we demonstrate the true meaning of  

God’s love by living in the image of Christ. 



 

Rectory Office Hours 

 

Monday—Friday 8AM-4PM 

SATURDAY, May 22—St. Rita of Cascia, Religious 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Pro-Populo (for the people ) 

 

� 4:00PM  Deceased Members of the Pelletier Family         Requested by Bob & Ceil Raby  

 

SUNDAY,  May 23—Pentecost Sunday  

� 7:30AM  Mary Delchiaro & Delores Ambrose         Requested by Elaine Ainsworth  

� 10:00AM  Deceased Members of the Miceli & Press Family         

     Requested by Cathy & Joe Miceli 

 

MONDAY, May 24—Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 

� 7:30 AM (IC)  Rosemarie Wallett                   Requested by daughter 

� 12:00 PM  (IC)  Pro-Populo (for the people) 

 

TUESDAY, May 25—St. Bede, Priest & Doctor; St. Gregory VII, Pope;  

  St. Mary Magdalene de’Pazzi, Virgin 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Florence LaRoche                   Requested by family  

� 12:00 PM  (IC) Pro-Populo (for the people) 

 

WEDNESDAY, May 26—St. Philip Meri, Priest 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Mary Ward Curtin                   Requested by Wally & Bette Ann Bailey 

� 12:00 PM (IC) Pro-Populo (for the people)        

 

THURSDAY,  May 27—St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Pro-Populo(for the people)             

� 12:00 PM (IC) Pro-Populo(for the people)   

 

FRIDAY,  May 28—Weekday 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Stephen & Betty Kecskes               Requested by family 

� 12:00 PM (IC) Pro-Populo(for the people)  

 

SATURDAY, May 29—St. Paul VI, Pope 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Jackie Dressel                        Requested by parishioner 

 

� 4:00PM  Deceased Members of Antonio Zacchia & Louis Perillo families 

                                          Requested by family 

 

SUNDAY,  May 30—The Most Holy Trinity  

� 7:30AM  Rocco Calabrese                          Requested by the family  

� 10:00AM  St. Jude for an Answered Prayer   

Sanctuary Candle 

 

Church: John W. Mayo 

Requested by his wife Barbara & children 



�       Father Joe’s Notes       �  

My dear friends,  

 

 I have to be honest, it was weird.  I 

felt very uncomfortable at first.  As I 

walked around the golf tournament 

for Southington Catholic School, it 

was strange not wearing a mask.  

You could see people’s full faces.  

There were people standing next to 

one another.  Handshakes were 

given!  After more than a year of 

contact precautions, masking, and 

distancing, it did seem a little 

unnerving at times.  After the 

changes in regulation for outdoor 

gathers beginning May 1

st

, it was a 

new normal.  I was not aware of how 

difficult it would be, but I adapted; 

nevertheless, I did go with it.  As 

strange as it was, it was also nice. 

 

 We get used to our routines in life.  After a year, it’s 

second nature to put on a mask and grab the hand 

sanitizer.  Once it became a habit, it made it harder to 

change.  The mask was like a security blanket.  The 

routines became reassuring to settle our minds that 

things would be OK.  Habits, routines, and the familiar 

can be hard to change, but it can be done.  

 

 Many people have become used to staying at home 

watching Masses on the coach.  As they played the 

liturgy on the television or streamed it on the computer, 

it became a new normal.  No one needed to worry about 

putting on shoes or driving anywhere.  It quickly settled 

into a new normal.  This weekend, we are called to 

make a change.  We are asked to come back to church.  

We come to prayer with our brothers and sisters in the 

community.  We get out of that habit of staying home 

and present ourselves before the altar of God.  It’s time 

to make a change. 

 We have other changes happening.  In 

a few months, the church here at St. 

Thomas will be closing.  We will be 

initially linked with Immaculate 

Conception and St. Dominic Parishes.  

Being in a new place will seem a little 

odd and uncomfortable.  It will be 

difficult not to be in the place we have 

come to know and love.  It is impossible 

to imagine how our lives will go on 

without the church building, but we will 

adapt.  We will find a new normal.   We 

will get used to new settlings.  We will 

smile at new faces, and that will be 

beautiful.  The change with be hard; no 

one doubts that.  Once we adapt, for we 

are a reliant people who can change 

when needed, we will find comfort in 

familiar patterns of liturgies with old 

and new friends alike.  

 

 This Pentecost, we pray for strength and guidance 

from the Holy Spirit.  Help us to face the changes that 

are to come.  Draw us back from our homes to gather in 

the churches in prayer.  Be with us as we move forward 

on a path of unity.  Move us past our comfort zones to 

find a new and beautiful future.  We will get through 

and find we can be happy in a new normal. 

 

Hopefully yours in Christ, Fr. Joe 

Question: Father, with all the changes in the parishes, 

what is happening with the sisters? 

 

Answer: Well, nothing is really happening with the 

sisters.  While Sister Marie will be retiring as Director 

of Religious Education while we welcome our new 

Director of Faith Formation, she isn’t going anywhere.  

She will remain in the convent with Sister Gina and 

Sister Mary.  They will continue to live there as long as 

they and the order agree, as long as the building is safe, 

and unless some pressing need causes some change.  

Since they plan to stay, we will have them here in the 

community for years to come.  The convent is here; the 

sisters are here; that isn’t changing.  Don’t worry.  We 

will let you know things as they change.  The sisters are 

staying with us. 

�   Ask Father   � 

Readings for the week of May 23, 2021 

 

Sunday: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1,24,29-31,34/1 Cor 12:3b-7,12-13 or 

   Gal 5:16-25/Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27;16:12-15 

Monday: Gn 3:9-15,20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87:1-3 ,5-7/Jn 19:25-34 

Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12/Ps 50:5-6,7-8,14,23/Mk 10:28-31 

Wednesday: Sir 36:1, 4-5a,10-17/Ps 79:8, 9,11,13/Mk 10:32-45 

Thursday: Sir 42:15-25/Ps 33:2-9/Mk 10:46-52 

Friday:  Sir 44:1, 9-13/Ps 149:1b-6a ,9b/Mk 11:11-26 

Saturday: Sir 51:12cd-20/Ps 19:8,9,19,11/Mk 11:27-33 

Next Sunday: Dt 4:32-34, 39-40/Ps 33:4-6,9,18-20,22/ 

   Rom 8:14-17/Mt 28:16-20 
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Priests 

Rev. Joseph R. Cronin—Pastor 

   fr.cronin@aohct.org 

Rev. John E. Cockayne—(Senior Status) 

 

Deacons 

Angelo J. Coppola—(Senior Status) 

Vincent J. Raby—Pastoral Associate 

dcn.raby@aohct.org 

 

Music Ministry 

Emil Kopcha—Director 

Kathy Kopcha—Assistant 

 

Office Manager 

Heidi Malley 

 

Business Manager 

Marc Ingriselli 

 

Trustees 

Susan Howard 

Paul Miano 

 

Plant Manager 

Casey Potthoff 

 

Custodial Staff 

Bonnie Guimond –Part Time 

Ron Lemire –Part Time 

Marty Lopatosky 

Harry Masterbone 

 

Director of Religious Ed. 

Sr. Marie Roccapriore, MPF 

�
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Principal 

Eileen Sampiere 

 

Office Manager 

Loretta Putala 

 

Advancement Director 

Mary Alexander 

 

Custodian 

Rick Barrett 

�     Parish Information     �  

Devotions / Groups 

 

 

 

Italian Rosary Group 

CURRENTLY ON HOLD 

 

Lap Blanket Ministry 

Parishioners make blankets for 

patients in local health care facilities .  

Anyone who crochets is invited to 

join us in the church basement.  One 

Wednesday Evening a month 7:00-

8:15PM.  Canceled until further 

notice. 

 

Ladies Guild 

The Ladies Guild meets the first 

Monday of each month, and hosts 

hospitality the first Sunday of each 

month.  Canceled until further 

notice. 

 

Bible Study Group 

We will meet Thursday, May 27

th

 to 

study Jonah, Chapter 4—God’s 

Assertion of Right to Mercy. Join us 

at 1:30PM in the church or 

streamed on Facebook. 

________________________________________________________ 

Cemetery 

 

 

If you or your family are looking to 

purchase a plot or niche in the 

columbarium, give us a call in the 

rectory office. We’ll have our Plant 

Manager, Casey Potthoff, meet with 

you and explain the options for graves 

and markers.  Please, call the rectory 

to schedule a meeting. 

Sacraments 

 

Baptism 

Parents, contact the rectory to 

schedule a baptism. There’s a 

preparation meeting for parents 

having their first child baptized. 

 

RCIA—Adult 

Sacraments 

Anyone interested in becoming 

Catholic, give us a call! 

 

Reconciliation 

Confessions are Saturdays 3:00 PM 

until 3:30 PM  in the reconciliation 

room in the church (you must wear a 

mask when coming),  

 

Marriage 

We need a minimum of six months 

for preparation.  Couples should 

contact Father Joe to set up a meeting. 

 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Should you, or someone you know, 

need an anointing, please call Father 

Joe at the rectory to schedule a visit. 

 

Homebound / Hospital 

Please, contact the rectory if you or a 

family member is homebound or in 

the hospital.  We can arrange for a 

Eucharistic Minister to bring you the 

Blessed Sacrament at home. 

Sponsor Certificates 

 

They’re available in the sacristy and the 

rectory. You must be an active 

parishioner, registered with us at least 6 

months.  The use of the envelopes helps 

verify your status  You must also have 

completed your Sacraments of Initiation 

and be in a valid marriage.  If you have 

questions, call us. 

New Parishioners 

 

Welcome!  We’re delighted to have you 

join. Introduce yourself to Father or the 

Deacons after Mass.  Parish registration 

forms are available in the sacristy and 

the rectory office.  Take one for the 

family, and a separate form for each 

member.  Once completed, mail them to 

us or drop them in the collection basket.   

Collections for May 16

th

 

 

Weekly—$3480/Monthly—$705/Online—$2245 



†   Southington Catholic School  † 

St. Thomas 

Religious Ed. 

† 

We are happy to announce that we have 

hired a new Director of Faith Formation 

for Southington’s parishes: Patrick Reid 

Patrick R. Reid received his 

bachelor’s in philosophy and 

Religion from Piedmont 

University, and has recently 

graduated with his Master’s 

of Theology from Yale 

Divinity School. After 

graduation, he served as a 

theological educator, where 

he led courses that 

concentrated on the New 

Testament, formation of the 

early church, and systematic 

theology. Patrick has most recently acted as a RCIA 

Coordinator, constructing classes that focus on studying, 

exploring, and sharing the teachings of the Catholic faith, 

striving to bring all into relationship with Christ.  Patrick 

currently resides in Meriden with his wife Emily, and their 

Corgi, Lucy.  Patrick looks forward to joining this parish 

community and serving as the Director of Faith Formation. 

We would like to thank everyone who 

participated in our annual Joe Angelillo 

Golf Tournament.  We are grateful to 

everyone who works so hard to promote 

quality, Catholic education in our 

community.  Whether you sponsored a 

tee, donated prizes, worked to organize 

the day, or played in a foursome, we 

appreciate your support for Southington 

Catholic School.  Thanks to Southington 

Country Club for scheduling us for a 

wonderful day—it was great!  



Stewardship Thought 

St. Paul reminds us today that 

all of our gifts have their 

source in the Holy Spirit and 

that those gifts are given “for 

the common good.” What 

gifts are mine to share? 

 

Our Sunday Visitor, Stewardship by the Book: Bulletin Bits Based on the 

Sunday Readings, by Sharon Hueckel, 2004 edition, page 18. 

Fr. Joe Petit 

 

Father Joseph Pettit celebrated his 94

th

 birthday and 

65

th

 anniversary of ordination on May 10, 2021. 

The day was celebrated with Mass and visits by 

family and friends, along with cake and a Papal 

Blessing. When asked if he wanted to share a few 

words with the parishioners of Saint Thomas, he 

responded: “I have very fond memories of the 

people of St Thomas and I continue to be close to 

them in prayer. And I hope they do the same for 

me!" Fr. Pettit resides at Monsignor Bojnowski 

Manor, 50 Pulaski St, New Britain, CT 06053.  

MEMORIAL DAY MASS 

 

A Mass for the deceased 

members of St. Thomas 

Parish will be celebrated at 

the cemetery on Memorial 

Day, Monday, May 31st at 

9:00 AM  Those attending 

are asked to bring their 

own lawn chairs.  In the 

event of rain, the Mass will 

be celebrated in the church. 

Change in Coronavirus Restrictions 

 

In light of the changes in guidelines regarding Covid-19 measures, Archbishop Blair is pleased to announce that as 

of May 19, 2021, MOST restrictions placed on parishes to reopen in June of 2020 will be revoked, and as of 

Saturday, May 22, 2021, the general dispensation from obligation to attend in person Mass on Sundays and Holy 

Days of Obligation will no longer be in place.  That being said, here is what you need to know 

 

♦ There is no cap on maximum seating with distancing, so there is no need to sign up for Masses. 

♦ We will continue to provide hand sanitizer at the doors, and holy water fonts will remain empty for now. 

♦ Distancing in pews is no longer required, but physical contact is still not allowed.  We will no longer be 

blocking off every other pew. 

♦ A sign of peace can be offered with waves and nods, but no handshakes or embraces. 

♦ Masks must be worn over the mouth and nose at all times you are indoors.  Face shields alone are 

insufficient covering. 

♦ Processions at the beginning and end of Mass are allowed, as is the passing of the basket for collections (as 

long as it is not hand held basket passed by the congregation), but there will be no offertory procession with 

the gifts for the altar. 

♦ Missalettes may be returned for the congregation, and congregational singing is allowed, but always wearing a 

mask fully covering the mouth and nose. 

♦ The congregation is still strongly encouraged to receive the Eucharist on the hand.  For those who insist on 

reception on the tongue, they must wait to come at the end of the line, have their mask on until just at the place 

of distribution, and may not speak, even to respond “Amen” without a mask.   

♦ All people who are sick need to stay home.  All immune compromised people are permitted to stay home 

and watch Mass remotely.  All healthy individuals are required to attend Mass in person. 



 

 

Southington Pastoral 

Planning Committee 

 

Our committee , with representatives from each of the 

five parishes in town, have been meeting to discuss 

issues with the merger of parishes into one.  For our 

parish, the representatives are: 

 

Karen Avitabile   kavitabile@yahoo.com  

and 

Ed Baker    bglentrp@gmail.com  

 

Our next meeting is Monday, May 24th 

 

The other representatives are:  

 

Immaculate Conception 

Christopher Kelly & Margaret Molinowski 

 

Mary Our Queen 

Rosemary Salerno & Sebastian Vosney 

 

St. Dominic 

Steve Drechsler & Mary Anne Plourde 

 

St. Aloysius 

Elizabeth Martin Fitzgerald & Annie Gray 

 

Dr. Kevin Diekhaus 

Infectious Disease Specialist 

University of Connecticut Health Center 

 

Information on Covid-19 and 

the Vaccinations with time for 

questions and answers 

 

Thursday, May 27th at 7PM 

in the church and streamed 

live on our Facebook page 

 

Doctor Kevin Diekhaus, one of our 

parishioners, has graciously agreed to speak 

about Covid-19 and the vaccines being used.  

He will speak addressing the medical issues at 

hand and answer people’s questions about 

Covid and the vaccines.  There is a great deal 

of information and misinformation 

circulating.  Doctor Kevin Diekhaus will 

share his insights with us through his specialty 

of medical treatment for infectious disease.   

St. Thomas, Southington, CT 03-0149

HELP WANTED
860-621-0494

PLANTSVILLE FUNERAL HOME
Our Family Serving Yours  Full Service Monument Company

Robert Dziedzic • Lauren Dziedzic • Nicholas Procaccini 
860-621-4656 • 975 South Main Street

www.plantsvillefuneralhome.com

Lunch • Dinner Banquets
Bereavements

ManorInnRestaurant.com
860-628-9877

1636 M&W Rt 322, Milldale

Manor Inn

YOUSSEF B. 
KHAWAJA, M.D.

INTERNAL MEDICINE
ENDOCRINOLOGY

 16 Cornerstone Court, Plantsville

(860) 621-9353

AL JOY 
TIRE SERVICE
B.F. Goodrich, Cooper Tires, Arctic Cat Snowmobiles

Quality Service over 60 years
466 Main St., Southington
860-628-2728

RELIGIOUS 
TEACHERS FILIPPINI

IS JESUS CALLING YOU?
DARE TO SAY YES...SEND ME

For more information
Contact Sister Marie 860-621-1904

mpfmr@att.net
www.filippiniusa.org

V. NANFITO
REMODELING

ROOFING, SIDING,WINDOWS
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR REPAIRS

(860) 621-6898

Serving The Southington 
Community For Over 60 Years.

SERAFINO SERAFINO 
PHARMACY, INCPHARMACY, INC

 36 North Main St Southington, CT

  (860) 628-7979(860) 628-7979
www. stores.healthmart.com/serafinopharmacy

This Space is Available

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340
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(860) 747-6816  Family Owned and Operated in Southington since 1937

VOLPE & SONS
AUTOMOTIVE

General Repairs • 24 Hr. Towing

860-628-0067
806 S Main St., Plantsville

Maria P. Della Porta, OD 
271 Farmington Ave • Bristol, CT 06010

860-582-0702    www.dellaportaeyecare.com

Need Care? We Care.

Franciscan Home Care 
and Hospice Care

A Catholic home health 
care agency

203-238-1441
www.franciscanhc.org

55 Broad Street, Suite 210,  New Britain, CT 06037 | 860-225-9912
35 North Main Street, Suite 2F, Southington, CT 06489 | 860-620-9335

Wisniowski & Sullivan, LLC 

Attorneys at Law
Wanda L. Wisniowski - Mowie Po Polsku

wwisniowski@wsattorney.com
Timothy Sullivan

timsullivan@wsattorney.com

We now offer Granite Flush Markers and Monuments at all our locations! 

The Catholic Cemetery Association of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.
Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift that relieves 

your family of a difficult decision in the midst of their grief. Whether 
a Traditional Grave, Mausoleum, or Cremation, let our caring team of 

Family Service Advisors help you choose your Cemetery needs.
www.ccacem.org

Mt St Benedict Cemetery, Bloomfield  
860-242-0738 

Holy Cross Cemetery, Glastonbury  
860-646-3772 

St Mary Cemetery, East Hartford  
860-646-3772 

St James Cemetery, Manchester  
860-646-3772

St Mary Cemetery, New Britain  
860-225-1938

St Bridget Cemetery, Manchester  
860-646-3772

 Over 30 Years of Experience
10% Discount for senior & Veterans

SPECIALIZING IN ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS!

Painting, Kitchen & Bath Remodeling,
Tile, Roof & Chimney Repair & More.

EDWARD NOWAK
Accepting All Major Credit Cards
860-863-1104 | ernhandyman@yahoo.com

HIC:0649500

Della Vecchia 
Funeral Home 

211 North Main St, Southington, CT211 North Main St, Southington, CT
860.628.2293860.628.2293

www.dellavecchiasouthington.comwww.dellavecchiasouthington.com

Pest Control 2000, LLC
Lic. #1714

860-628-8783
Southington, CT

pestcontroly2k@gmail.com
www.pestcontrol2000ct.com 

Mention the church bulletin to get 10% off your service


