
Rectory Office 

 

 Phone: 860-628-4713          Fax:  860-628-7341 

 E-Mail:  stthomassouthington@gmail.com 

 Web Sites:   www.stthomassouthington.org 

         www.facebook.com/groups/104009621923 

 

Youth Ministry 

 Phone: 860-628-5159 

 E-mail:  southingtonyouthministry@gmail.com 

 

Office of  Faith Formation 

 

 Phone: 860-628-5159 

 E-mail: Southington.dre@gmail.com 

 

Southington Catholic School 

 

 Address: 133 Bristol Street      Southington, CT 

 Phone: 860-628-2485           Fax: 860-628-4942 

 Web Site:   www.southingtoncathlolicschool.org 

 

 

July 18, 2021 

 

16

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM / Sunday:  7:30AM & 10:00AM  

 

Town’s Weekday Mass Schedule 

Masses are at Immaculate Conception Church 

130 Summer Street 

Monday—Friday: 7:30 AM and Noon 

Saturday Morning: 7:30 AM 

 

Our Parish Mission Statement 

 

We, the Roman Catholic faithful of St. Thomas  

parish, nourished by God’s Word and by the 

Sacraments, welcome and serve the Family of God.   

Through evangelization, education, and spiritual  

development, we demonstrate the true meaning of  

God’s love by living in the image of Christ. 

 

Saint Thomas Church 

99 Bristol Street, Southington, CT 06489-4599 

 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

                  if  you have love for one another (John 13:35).” 



 

Rectory Office Hours 

 

Monday—Friday 8AM-4PM 

SATURDAY, July 17—Weekday 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Nick Raponey                      Requested by Fr. Ron  

 

� 4:00PM  Donald & Daniel Charette                 Requested by wife Dorothy & family  

 

 

SUNDAY,  July 18—Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

� 7:30AM  Dorothy & Duiolio Bianchini               Requested by Larry 

� 10:00AM  Deceased Members of  DellaPorta & Ricciardi families   

                                           Requested by Joe & Angelina DellaPorta 

 

 

MONDAY, July 19—Weekday 

 � 7:30 AM(IC)  Pro-Populo(for the people)          

 � 12:00 PM (IC) Ozidka Florian                           Requested by family 

 

TUESDAY, July 20—St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Pro-Populo (for the people)          

� 12:00 PM  (IC) Pro-Populo (for the people)                              

 

WEDNESDAY, July 21—St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest & Doctor of Church 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Pro-Populo (for the people)                 

� 12:00 PM (IC) Henry & Genevieve Daniels            Requested by family 

 

THURSDAY,  July 22—St. Mary Magdalene, Apostle to the Apostles 

� 7:30 AM (IC)  Pro-Populo (for the people)                            

� 12:00 PM (IC) Irene Putala                                        Requested by The Immaculata Women’s Club 

 

FRIDAY,  July 23—St. Bridget, Religious 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Pro-Populo(for the people)             

� 12:00 PM (IC) Reno Levesque—1st Anniversary              Requested by family 

 

SATURDAY, July 24—St. Sharbel Makhluf, Priest 

� 7:30 AM (IC) Pro-Populo(for the people)                       

 

� 4:00PM  Aniello Perone                        Requested by wife Antoinette  

 

 

SUNDAY,  July 25—Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

� 7:30AM  Anthony Vecchio                       Requested by wife & children 

� 10:00AM  Harry White, Sr.                                           Requested by family  

Sanctuary Candle 

Church: Nellie Kaczynski 

Requested by daughter Dorothy 



�       Father Joe’s Notes       �  

My dear friends, 

 

 As we march through July, the reality comes 

closer.  Two weeks from this Sunday, we’ll 

celebrate our last regularly scheduled Masses at 

St. Thomas Church.  The building will remain 

open during the week for prayer, and it’s 

available for weddings and funerals for two 

months.  We are scheduling a final Mass with 

the Archbishop, hopefully in early October.  

After 161 years, we will bid goodbye to this 

building. 

 

 As we face this moment, I know parishioners 

are sad, angry, confused, and questioning.  Those are all 

normal reactions to grief.  We have to admit that losing this 

church building is like the loss of family member.  This has 

been the home of our community for generations.  It has 

hosted baptisms, First Holy Communions, confirmations, 

weddings and funerals.  We have gathered here with family 

and friends week after week.  While we can explain and 

understand the reasons to close the building, it doesn’t mean 

it is easy to face.  It is a loss, and a real one. 

 

 I know that the reality of things is coming to me now.  

While the process of linkages, restructurings, and mergers is 

my complete lived reality, that doesn’t mean the emotional 

surprise is any less real.  As a pastor, it is my task to minister 

to the needs of the community and maintain the place of 

worship.  With the closing in sight, while still knowing an 

end goal of a united parish that is vibrant and 

thriving is coming, it does not make the next step 

any easier.  I am sad to say goodbye myself, and I 

need to face that reality.  Unless I grieve this step, I 

will not be able to face any others that come. 

 

 As we move into our future, our brothers and 

sisters from the other parish communities will try 

to help us adjust.  Remember, their efforts are to 

help.  Take gestures of kindness where they come 

and let some more insensitive remarks pass.  They 

have their own losses to face.  While they are less 

immediate and tangible right now, they are no less 

real.  And we will be tasked as the first to face the 

changes with helping them adapt and move forward 

themselves as more changes come. 

 

 Let’s rejoice in what we have while we have it.  We will 

face the changes together and do what we can to help one 

another.  While sadness, anger, confusion, and questioning 

are part of that process, so is hope and excitement for the 

birth of something new.  Don’t lose sight of that.  That is 

what gives me strength to keep going and doing what I can to 

serve.  It helps.  Look ahead and hope! 

 

Hopefully yours in Christ, Fr. Joe 

Question: Father, can any Catholic person baptize someone? 

 

Answer: Yes, and no!  This takes some explaining.  

According to Catechism of the Catholic Church, an ordinary 

minister of baptism is a bishop, priest, or deacon (CCC 

#1256).  They are the proper ministers of the sacrament 

under normal circumstances.  In the case of emergency, any 

Catholic may baptize a non-baptized person, if the intent 

were following the will of the Church and would be done 

using water with the Trinitarian formula [in the name of the 

Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit] (CCC #1256,1284).  

This baptism must be done with the free will of the person to 

be baptized, because one must freely choose to receive a 

sacrament. So any Catholic can baptize, but only in the case 

of dire emergency where the person in question desires the 

sacrament.  Such an emergency might be imminent danger of 

death.  (This is often seen in the case of midwives, nurses, or 

doctors who deliver a baby that is critically ill and the 

parents request the sacrament.  Lacking an ordinary minister, 

a Catholic medical person there or parent may baptize the 

child in danger of death.)  That does not mean that any 

Catholic can baptize anyone at any time.  If your children 

don’t practice the faith and you wish to have your grandchild 

baptized, you may not do it yourself.  There is no danger of 

death, nor would it be the free will choice of the infant or the 

parents raising that child.  In emergencies, you may baptize; 

in all other cases, it is done by a deacon, priest, or bishop. 

�   Ask Father   � 

Readings for the week of July 18, 2021 

 

Sunday: Jer 23:1-6/Ps 23:1-6/Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34 

Monday: Ex 14:5-18/Ex 15:1b-6/Mt 12:38-42 

Tuesday: Ex 14:21-15:1/Ex 15:8-10,12,17/Mt 12:46-50 

Wednesday: Ex 16:1-5,9-15/Ps 78:18-19,23-28/Mt 13:1-9 

Thursday: Sg 3:1-4a or 2 Cor 5:14-17Ps 63:2-6,8-9/Jn 20:1-2,11-18 

Friday: Ex 20:1-17/Ps 19:8-11/Mt 13:18-23 

Saturday: Ex 24:3-8/Ps 50:1b-2,5-6,14-15/Mt 13:24-30 

Next Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11,15-18/Eph 4:1-6/ 

     Jn 6:1-15 

This weekend, is Mission Sunday.  While Covid 19 

restrictions prevent missionaries from coming to preach 

here, we are still taking  a second collection to help the 

Maryknoll Fathers.  Inspired by the mission of Jesus 

Christ, the order does work with people across the United 

States, and Mexico, Haiti, El Salvador, South Sudan, Kenya, 

Tanzania, and Cambodia.  Not only do they provide pastoral 

care, but they also educate, work in healthcare, advocate for 

justice and peace, as well as promote and teach sustainable 

development.  If you would like to support them in their 

good work, make a donation.  If you forgot for the collection 

this weekend, you can make a check payable to St. Thomas 

and drop it off at the rectory.  Just put a note on it: “For the 

Maryknoll Fathers”.  We will get t to them.  Thanks! 
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Priests 

Rev. Joseph R. Cronin—Pastor 

   fr.cronin@aohct.org 

Rev. John E. Cockayne—(Senior Status) 

 

Deacons 

Angelo J. Coppola—(Senior Status) 

Vincent J. Raby—Pastoral Associate 

dcn.raby@aohct.org 

 

Music Ministry 

Emil Kopcha—Director 

Kathy Kopcha—Assistant 

 

Office Manager 

Heidi Malley 

 

Business Manager 

Marc Ingriselli 

 

Trustees 

Susan Howard & Paul Miano 

 

Plant Manager 

Casey Potthoff 

 

Custodial Staff 

Bonnie Guimond –Part Time 

Ron Lemire –Part Time 

Marty Lopatosky 

Harry Masterbone 

 

Director of Faith Formation 

Patrick Reid 

 

Director of Youth Ministry 

Michael Pavano 

�

�����������	
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Principal 

Eileen Sampiere 

 

Office Manager 

Loretta Putala 

 

Advancement Director 

Mary Alexander 

 

Custodian 

Rick Barrett 

�     Parish Information     �  

Devotions / Groups 

 

 

 

Italian Rosary Group 

CURRENTLY ON HOLD 

 

Lap Blanket Ministry 

Parishioners make blankets for 

patients in local health care facilities .  

Anyone who crochets is invited to 

join us in the church basement.  One 

Wednesday Evening a month 7:00-

8:15PM.  Canceled until further 

notice. 

 

Ladies Guild 

The Ladies Guild meets the first 

Monday of each month, and hosts 

hospitality the first Sunday of each 

month.  Canceled until further 

notice. 

 

Bible Study Group 

We have finished our Bible study for 

this year.  We will begin a new study 

in September.  At that time, we will 

examine the Gospel of Luke.  We 

hope to welcome new friends this fall! 

________________________________________________________ 

Cemetery 

 

 

If you or your family are looking to 

purchase a plot or niche in the 

columbarium, give us a call in the 

rectory office. We’ll have our Plant 

Manager, Casey Potthoff, meet with 

you and explain the options for graves 

and markers.  Please, call the rectory 

to schedule a meeting. 

Sacraments 

 

Baptism 

Parents, contact the rectory to 

schedule a baptism. There’s a 

preparation meeting for parents 

having their first child baptized. 

 

RCIA—Adult 

Sacraments 

Anyone interested in becoming 

Catholic, give us a call! 

 

Reconciliation 

Confessions are Saturdays 3:00 PM 

until 3:30 PM  in the reconciliation 

room in the church (you must wear a 

mask when coming),  

 

Marriage 

We need a minimum of six months 

for preparation.  Couples should 

contact Father Joe to set up a meeting. 

 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Should you, or someone you know, 

need an anointing, please call Father 

Joe at the rectory to schedule a visit. 

 

Homebound / Hospital 

Please, contact the rectory if you or a 

family member is homebound or in 

the hospital.  We can arrange for a 

Eucharistic Minister to bring you the 

Blessed Sacrament at home. 

Sponsor Certificates 

 

They’re available in the sacristy and the 

rectory. You must be an active 

parishioner, registered with us at least 6 

months.  The use of the envelopes helps 

verify your status  You must also have 

completed your Sacraments of Initiation 

and be in a valid marriage.  If you have 

questions, call us. 

New Parishioners 

 

Welcome!  We’re delighted to have you 

join. Introduce yourself to Father or the 

Deacons after Mass.  Parish registration 

forms are available in the sacristy and 

the rectory office.  Take one for the 

family, and a separate form for each 

member.  Once completed, mail them to 

us or drop them in the collection basket.   

Collections for July 11

th

 

 

Weekly—$6396 / Online—$1810 



†   Southington Catholic School  † 

† 

Southington Faith Formation 

† 

CATECHISM SIGN UP! 

 

Enrollment for Faith Formation: 

 

Enrollment for the 2021-2022 Faith 

Formation program begins Tuesday, July 

6

th

 for the Parishes of Southington! You 

can find the enrollment form, program 

handbook, and schedule on the parishes’ 

websites. To register your child (or 

children) for classes, please print out and 

complete the enrollment form for each 

child. Submit (or mail) the enrollment 

form, a copy of the child’s Baptism 

certificate, and payment to St. Thomas 

Church. If you cannot print the 

enrollment form, please contact your 

parish office and request a printed form. 

Get on board with us! 

Registering for the 

 2021-2022 school year!! 

There is still time to get on board with 

Southington Catholic School—Fall 2021!  

 

The Admissions Office at Southington Catholic School will 

continue to accept registrations over the summer months Call 

860-628-2485 to arrange a convenient time to visit and explore 

the advantages of small class sizes with very challenging 

academics at SCS.  We enroll students from PreK 3 through 8th 

CALLING CATECHISTS! 

 

We are still in need of catechists for the 

Faith Formation program year. Catechists 

are ordinary people, just like you, who 

generously volunteer their time to share 

our Catholic faith, values, and traditions 

with our youngest generation. Training, 

resources, and materials are provided! If 

you are interested in helping with the 

town wide program or have any questions 

about the 2021-2022 Faith Formation 

program, please contact Patrick Reid via 

email at Southington.dre@gmail.com, or 

by phone at (860) 628-9679. 



ALTAR FLOWERS 

 

The floral arrangements in our sanctuary enhance our 

liturgical setting.  The donation for flowers is $100.00.  

If you would like to sponsor or dedicate the floral 

arrangements in memory of someone, please contact the 

rectory.  The dedication and donation will be 

acknowledged in the bulletin. 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S 

FLOWERS  

 

 

DONATED BY:  

GEORGE & 

NAWAL HADDAD 

 

Stewardship Thought 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus 

had planned to slip 

away from the crowds 

for a few moments of 

peace and a little rest. 

When He saw the 

people gathered, 

however, He put His 

needs aside to meet the 

needs of others. As 

good stewards, we are 

called to do the same 

Our Sunday Visitor, Stewardship by the Book: Bulletin Bits 

Based on the Sunday Readings, by Sharon Hueckel, 2004 

edition, pg 20 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  

To support married 

couples during this 

time of social 

distancing, Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter is 

sponsoring virtual 

marriage experiences. 

Some are on weekends 

and there are seven 

sessions on weekdays 

from 7:00pm to 

9:30pm.   Couples will 

explore their individual personality styles, improve 

listening and communication skills, understand God’s 

plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep their 

relationship a priority.  Registration is limited and a 

$100 application fee is required. For more information 

or to apply, call Frank & Margie Pearson at 860-337-

2447 or visit them at https://wwmectw.org/. 

“…and many who heard him 

were astonished.”  Jesus 

commands us to love one 

another.  Learn to love your 

spouse more fully on the next 

Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Experience on 

Thursdays/Mondays Jul 8-29 

We are happy to announce that  

we have hired a new Director of 

Youth Ministry for Southington’s 

parishes:  Michael Pavano 

Sisters and Brothers in 

Christ,  My name is 

Michael Pavano and I am 

beyond excited to get to 

know you all and to begin 

my new role as Director of 

Youth Ministry for the 

Catholic Churches of 

Southington.   

 

  I am married to my wonderful wife Brandy. 

Together, we have a 3 year old son Daniel and our 

almost 1 year old daughter Alayna. 

 

  My Catholic Faith and my relationship with our 

Lord Jesus have always been the guiding lights of my 

life giving me both purpose and meaning. This faith has 

guided me through every step I’ve taken, especially 

while serving in human services and transit for those 

with disabilities and their families, as well as my prior 

experiences in youth ministry helping young Catholics 

feel welcomed and loved by God. 

 

  Again, I am very excited to get started. If any adults 

are interested in volunteering to assist in this ministry as 

part of the Core Team, please contact the parish office 

at St. Thomas Church or call my office 860-621-1904. 

 

God bless you all, Michael 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

INFORMATION 

 

After Sunday, August 1st, Immaculate 

Conception, St. Thomas, and St. Dominic 

parishes will be linking.  St. Thomas will have 

the last regularly scheduled weekend Mass on 

August 1st and remain open for a few months 

for weddings and funerals.  As of Monday, 

August 2nd, all Mass intentions for daily and 

weekend Masses at Immaculate Conception, 

St. Thomas, or St. Dominic parishes will be 

booked through St. Thomas Rectory, and that 

office will be booking for baptisms, weddings, 

and funerals.  We need to book the events 

taking place in the separate churches in one 

central office to prevent double bookings we 

could not fulfill.  

 

Beginning the weekend of Saturday, August 

7th and Sunday, August 8th, our new 

schedule of Masses is as follows.   

 

Immaculate Conception Church: Saturdays 

at 5:30 PM in English and Sundays at 9:00 

AM in Polish 

 

St. Dominic Church: Saturdays at 4:00 PM 

and Sundays at 7:30 & 10:30 AM 

 

Mary Our Queen Church: Sunday at 9:00 

and 11:00 AM 

 

St. Aloysius Church: Saturdays at 4:30 PM 

and Sundays at 11:00 AM 

 

For the next year, any envelopes from 

parishioners will go to the registered parish no 

matter where they are dropped in a collection 

basket.  All online donations will stay in the 

parish they are made.  Any cash dropped in 

collection baskets will stay in the church 

where it was collected.  There will be no need 

for anyone to change registrations of parish 

over the next year before the merger in 2022.   

St. Thomas, Southington, CT 03-0149

HELP WANTED
860-621-0494

PLANTSVILLE FUNERAL HOME
Our Family Serving Yours  Full Service Monument Company

Robert Dziedzic • Lauren Dziedzic • Nicholas Procaccini 
860-621-4656 • 975 South Main Street

www.plantsvillefuneralhome.com

Lunch • Dinner Banquets
Bereavements

ManorInnRestaurant.com
860-628-9877

1636 M&W Rt 322, Milldale

Manor Inn

YOUSSEF B. 
KHAWAJA, M.D.

INTERNAL MEDICINE
ENDOCRINOLOGY

 16 Cornerstone Court, Plantsville

(860) 621-9353

AL JOY 
TIRE SERVICE
B.F. Goodrich, Cooper Tires, Arctic Cat Snowmobiles

Quality Service over 60 years
466 Main St., Southington
860-628-2728

RELIGIOUS 
TEACHERS FILIPPINI

IS JESUS CALLING YOU?
DARE TO SAY YES...SEND ME

For more information
Contact Sister Marie 860-621-1904

mpfmr@att.net
www.filippiniusa.org

V. NANFITO
REMODELING

ROOFING, SIDING,WINDOWS
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR REPAIRS

(860) 621-6898

Serving The Southington 
Community For Over 60 Years.

SERAFINO SERAFINO 
PHARMACY, INCPHARMACY, INC

 36 North Main St Southington, CT

  (860) 628-7979(860) 628-7979
www. stores.healthmart.com/serafinopharmacy

This Space is Available

Contact Mary Hoffman
 to place an ad today! 

mhoffman@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6340
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(860) 747-6816  Family Owned and Operated in Southington since 1937

VOLPE & SONS
AUTOMOTIVE

General Repairs • 24 Hr. Towing

860-628-0067
806 S Main St., Plantsville

Maria P. Della Porta, OD 
271 Farmington Ave • Bristol, CT 06010

860-582-0702    www.dellaportaeyecare.com

Need Care? We Care.

Franciscan Home Care 
and Hospice Care

A Catholic home health 
care agency

203-238-1441
franciscanhc.org

55 Broad Street, Suite 210,  New Britain, CT 06037 | 860-225-9912
35 North Main Street, Suite 2F, Southington, CT 06489 | 860-620-9335

Wisniowski & Sullivan, LLC 

Attorneys at Law
Wanda L. Wisniowski - Mowie Po Polsku

wwisniowski@wsattorney.com
Timothy Sullivan

timsullivan@wsattorney.com

We now offer Granite Flush Markers and Monuments at all our locations! 

The Catholic Cemetery Association of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.
Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift that relieves 

your family of a difficult decision in the midst of their grief. Whether 
a Traditional Grave, Mausoleum, or Cremation, let our caring team of 

Family Service Advisors help you choose your Cemetery needs.
www.ccacem.org

Mt St Benedict Cemetery, Bloomfield  
860-242-0738 

Holy Cross Cemetery, Glastonbury  
860-646-3772 

St Mary Cemetery, East Hartford  
860-646-3772 

St James Cemetery, Manchester  
860-646-3772

St Mary Cemetery, New Britain  
860-225-1938

St Bridget Cemetery, Manchester  
860-646-3772

Della Vecchia 
Funeral Home 

211 North Main St, Southington, CT211 North Main St, Southington, CT
860.628.2293860.628.2293

www.dellavecchiasouthington.comwww.dellavecchiasouthington.com

Pest Control 2000, LLC
Lic. #1714

860-628-8783
Southington, CT

pestcontroly2k@gmail.com
www.pestcontrol2000ct.com 

Mention the church bulletin to get 10% off your service

Please support our advertisers and 
mention you saw their ad here.


