
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturday at 3:30 p.m. at the church, 

or by appointment at the rectory 

 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 

Contact the parish priest at least one year 

in advance of the ceremony to fill 

out Diocesan Pre-Nuptial forms, plan the 

Pre-Cana Conference and wedding  

ceremony before setting a date for marriage 

 

African Ministry: 

Fr. Jacques Coly 

(413) 682-6852 

 

Hispanic Ministry: 

Deacon Pedro Rivera-Moran 

(413) 732-3175 

 

Custodian: 

Mr. Pablo Mercado 

Mr. Edward Brooks 

 

Prayer Line: 

Mrs. Lynn Hanks 

Mrs. Martha Tidlund 

Mrs. Margaret Coty 

 

Rosary: 

Every day before Mass at 7:30 a.m. 

 

Parish Information and Registration: 

Welcome to our worship community! 

Please introduce yourself to the parish priest 

after Mass.  

 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

By appointment 

 

Pastoral Care and Anointing of the Sick: 

Please call the rectory if you know of someone 

who is homebound, in the hospital, or in a  

nursing home who would like a visit 

 

Spiritual Life 

Deepens our appreciation of the Sacraments, Sacred Scripture, Church 

Life and Prayer with scheduled programs to members of the parish 

St. Brigid’s Parish Community 

122 North Pleasant Street 

P.O. Box 424 

Amherst, Massachusetts 01004 

(413) 256-6181 

 

Reverend John T. Smegal, Pastor 

 

Rectory: 

122 North Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 

(413) 256-6181 

 

Msgr. Lane Pastoral Center: 

43 North Prospect Street 

(413) 256-6181 

 

Emergency Calls: 

You can always contact a priest 

Call (413) 256-6181 

 

Lord’s Day Masses: 

Saturday at 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday at 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration: 

Every Thursday from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

 

Daily Mass: 

8:00 a.m. (seven days a week) 

 

Holy Day Masses: 

Vigil of Holy Day at 6:00 p.m. 

Holy Day at 8:00 a.m., 12:00 noon, and 6:00 p.m. 

 

 The Parish Community of 

Saint Brigid 

Serving the communities of Amherst, Leverett, No. Amherst, Pelham,  

Shutesbury, So. Amherst, New Salem and Sunderland 

150th Anniversary 1871-2021 

  saintbrigidsamherst.org 
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SATURDAY, December 28, The Holy Innocents  

 8:00 AM                 for the soul of Albert & Blanche Smegal 

SATURDAY, December 28, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, Joseph 

 4:00 PM              for the soul of John & Ann Gedmin 

SUNDAY, December 29, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

 8:00 AM             for the soul of Michael & Nellie Stanitis 

              10:30 AM   for the soul of Ruth Smith 

              12:30 PM                 for Bruce Newman & Felipe Tosky 

Monday, December 30, Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 

 8:00 AM  for the soul of  Blanche Smegal 

Tuesday, December 31 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

 4:00 PM  for the soul of Mario & Esther Maglaty 

Wednesday January 1, 2020 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

 8:00 AM  for the soul of Albert Smegal 

              10:30 AM  for the soul of Ted Handerek 

              12:30 PM   St. Brigid’s Parish 

THURSDAY, January 2,St. Basil the Great & St. Gregory Nazianzen 

 8:00 AM                 for the soul of Sheila Curtin 

FRIDAY,  January 3, Christmas Weekday 

                8:00 AM  for the soul of Fr. Joseph Quigley 

SATURDAY, January 4, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

 8:00 AM                 for the soul of David Rutherford 

SATURDAY, January 4, Epiphany of the Lord  

 4:00 PM              for the soul of Helen Waskiewicz 

SUNDAY, January 5, Epiphany of the Lord 

 8:00 AM             for the soul of Raymond Pascoe 

              10:30 AM   for the soul of Mary McDonnelll 

              12:30 PM                 Corina Jiménez, Rubén & Martha Dárdano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKEND OF JANUARY 4/5, 2020 

ALTAR SERVERS: 

 4:00pm   A Como   

 8:00am   C MacDougall 

              10:30am   C Lashway, E MacLeod   

LECTORS: 

 4:00pm   T Cadigan 

 8:00am   M Morgan 

              10:30am   K Rath 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 

 4:00pm   ME Salvini 

 8:00am   G Fitzpatrick, P Lannon, M Lengieza 

              10:30am   T Anderson, J Lake, T Schmitt 

ALTAR GUILD: 

              January 8   Mary Ellen Salvini, Harriet Eddy, Wilma Ortiz,  

    Donna Feng 

HOSPITAL VISIT 

            January 12   L McCabe 

MASS AT AMHERST NURSING HOME 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

Weekly Parish Budget…………….….$4,800.00 

 

December 22, 2019………………......$3,792.00 

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Families Are Important 

The Readings and Their Message 

Sirach 3:2–6, 12–14 

The family was the first human nucleus where the dominant structure 

was reflected. The father is the first in a pyramidal order. Next to the 

father is the mother, who should also be venerated and respected. Then 

came the children, who were totally subjected to the will of the parents. 

They must take care of their parents when they are old, grieve them not, 

and be considerate with them. The reading affirms that our kindness to 

our parents “will not be forgotten.” 

 

Colossians 3:12–21 

Paul describes a Christian’s new nature, which is based on love. When 

people love, it is like a coat; it goes on top of all the other qualities. The 

Church—the body of Christ—should not fight and argue. Christians 

should show what Christ is like and should always thank God for what he 

has done for them.  

 

Matthew 2:13–15, 19–23 

Just like Moses, Jesus is saved from a sure death at the hands of the   

tyrant. Just like the founder of the people of Israel, he has to flee 

with his family. The massacre of innocents evokes the extermination 

of the Israelite children and the weeping of Rachel. Their return to 

Egypt seems to correspond to the mandate of God, which the prophet 

announced: From Egypt I called my child. 

 

Our Culture 

It is always said that a central value of Hispanic culture is the family. 

That, at least, is the desire. The hectic life of this country, tensions 

and pressures, and sometimes the pervasive sense of lack of stability 

and faithfulness, in a large part of the society, could present a threat 

to this value. 

 

Homily Reflection 

We all like to wear new clothes. Now that a new year is beginning, 

we would like to start it with new resolutions that are 

sometimes difficult to meet, such as losing weight, exercising 

or quit smoking. Most of the time, the resolutions are short-lived. In 

today’s second reading, Paul describes something workable, which is a 

good model: the clothing that is appropriate for God’s chosen ones. It 

is a garment made of compassion, kindness, humility, and patience. It 

is not that making a resolution to practice these virtues will be easier, 

but it is more enduring. Put love on, Paul tells us, and this way peace 

will reign. We want peace in our families and want to have good and 

strong families. The recipe is in that clothing, albeit somewhat expensive, 

because these virtues are not instantly acquired, but with lots of 

sacrificed love and plenty of practice. 

 

Today we celebrate the Holy Family and we are called to live a new 

life of family, where the relationships are not based on who can do 

more or is in charge, nor on the envy between siblings, or the unequal 

treatment that leads to resentment, but on compassion, kindness, and 

patience. This is a family in the style of Jesus. 

 

For Reflection 

Which one of the virtues recommended seems more difficult to me? 

What would I have to change? What do I appreciate the most in the 

life of my family? Which of these virtues are demonstrated in some 

members of my family? 



 

 

 

 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION/UPDATE 

 

If you are new to the parish, or have a new address or phone num-

ber, please complete this form and drop it in the collection basket 

or mail to St. Brigid’s. P.O. Box 424, Amherst, MA 01004 

  

NAME: _____________________________________________ 

  

ADDRESS: __________________________________________ 

  

CITY: _____________________ ZIP: ___________________ 

  

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________ 

  

CELL PHONE: _______________________________________ 

  

____New Registration              ____ Change of Address 

  

____ Moving out of Parish       ____ Would like Envelopes 

 

29 de diciembre. La Sagrada Familia de Jesús, 

María y José 

La importancia de nuestra familia 

Las lecturas y su mensaje 

Mateo 2:13–15, 19–23 

Al igual que Moisés, Jesús es salvado de una muerte segura a manos del 

tirano. Como el fundador del pueblo de Israel, Jesús tiene que huir con su 

familia. La matanza de los inocentes evoca el exterminio de los niños 

israelitas y el llanto de Raquel. El regreso de la familia a Egipto parece 

obedecer al mandato de Dios que el profeta había anunciado: Desde 

Egipto llamé a mi hijo.  

Nuestra cultura 

Siempre se dice que la familia es un valor primordial en la cultura 

hispana. Al menos, así quisiéramos que fuera. La vida agitada de 

este país, las tensiones, las presiones y, a veces, el orden prevalente 

en gran parte de la sociedad, de falta de estabilidad y fidelidad, pueden 

amenazar este valor. 

Reflexiones para la homilía 

A todos nos gusta estrenar ropa nueva. Ahora que comienza un 

nuevo año, nos gustaría empezar con nuevos propósitos, que a 

veces son difíciles de cumplir, como adelgazar, hacer ejercicio 

o dejar de fumar. La mayoría de las veces los propósitos duran poco. 

En la segunda lectura de hoy, Pablo nos describe algo realizable, que 

es un buen modelo: el vestido que conviene a los elegidos de Dios. Es 

un vestido hecho de compasión, bondad, humildad y paciencia. No es 

que hacer un propósito de practicar estas virtudes vaya a ser más fácil, 

pero sí será más duradero. Pónganse encima el amor, nos dice Pablo, y 

así reinará la paz. Queremos paz en nuestras familias y queremos tener 

buenas y sólidas familias. La receta está en ese vestido, aunque sea algo 

caro, porque esas virtudes no se adquieren instantáneamente, sino con 

mucho amor sacrificado y mucha práctica. 

Hoy es el día de la Sagrada Familia y se nos llama a vivir una nueva 

vida de familia, donde las relaciones no se basen en quién puede más o 

manda más, ni en la envidia entre hermanos, ni en un trato desigual que 

lleva al resentimiento, sino en la compasión, la bondad y la paciencia. 

Esta es una familia al estilo de la de Jesús. 

Para la reflexión 

¿Cuál de estas virtudes recomendadas me resulta más difícil? ¿Qué 

tendría que cambiar en mí? ¿Qué aprecio más en la vida de mi familia? 

¿Cuáles de esas virtudes se demuestran en algunos de los miembros 

de mi familia? 

THANK YOU 

*Thank you to all who participated in the 2019 Giving Tree!  The 

presents were distributed to our community.  This year you have 

made countless children happy with your generosity!  Thank you!  

We have given over $3,000 in gifts in addition to the giving tree 

*Thank you to the Choir who arrives every week in dedicated 

service 

*Thank you to the Religious Education teacher for their dedica-

tion to our Parish and our children! 

*Thank you to everyone who helped make the Children’s Choir 

and the Christmas Pageant a wonderful success! 

*Our thanks to our benefactors and supporters   -  the future of  

St. Brigid’s Parish 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to the VOCES FEMINAE CONCERT What a beauti-

ful concert for all! Many thanks to Catherine Bell! 

 

MARDI GRAS IS WELL UNDER WAY! 

RESERVE YOUR TABLE  Before Lent begins 

there is a Mardi Gras!  Please join us again this year 

for the Seventh Annual Mardi Gras Reverse Raffle 

Thursday, February 20, 2020 6:00 PM.   

The dinner menu is extravagant and the raffle prize is an  

impressive $3,000!  Purchase your ticket today!  Call the rectory 

to purchase your tickets and reserve your lucky number!  You can 

also reserve a whole table for your friends and make it a night to 

remember.  Call today!  Don’t forget another great social event 

each year before Ash Wednesday.  Our Mardi Gras has been 

packed with entertainment and good cheer.  The reverse raffle and 

prizes only add to the great banquet.  To top it off you have your 

best friends old and new.  All proceeds go to help St. Brigid’s 

Parish!  Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

150TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEES        

 

1)     Honoring our History October 4, 2020   (The Past) 

2)     St Brigid’s Festival   February 20, 2020 (The Present) 

3)     150th Anniversary Mass May 16, 2021  (The Future) 

4)     History & Art 

5)     Education & Youth 

6)     Renovation & Fund Raising 

7)     Spiritual Life Committee 

8)     Anniversary Choir 

9)     Evangelization 

10)  Interfaith, Catholic Parishes & Organizations Outreach 

 

The Evangelization, Interfaith Outreach & Organizations       

Committees have just been created.  We are looking for a       

chairperson and anyone interested in serving on these              

committees.  Please consider joining one of our committees.  

   

CEMETERY DECORATIONS  & TRASH 

Decorations are allowed from Mother’s Day to Labor Day 

(Summer Decorations) and November 1 to April 1 (Winter     

Decorations).  During these times no shrubs or artificial flowers 

are allowed and no more than two pots of flowers per lot. Please 

do not dispose of unwanted items in the woods.  Thank you! 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH                                           DECEMBER 29, 2019 
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Home HealtH Care
COMMONWEALTH

REGISTRY OF NURSES
Rn’s, Lpn’s, Cna’s/Chha’s

Celebrating 31 Years 1989-2020
Home Care. Makes Life Easier.

Up to 24 hrs care/ 7 days a week 
tailored to your needs

Call 413-527-2527
WWW.CRNHOMECARE.COM

BRESNAHAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.

The Bresnahan Family
100 Whiting Farms Rd., Holyoke

Tel. 413-536-0536
231 Triangle St., Amherst

Tel. 413-549-1100
www.bresnahaninsurance.com

BOYDEN & PERRON
GARAGE, INC.

Lawn & Garden
Power Equipment

Sales & Service
General Automotive Services

41 South Whitney St., Amherst

253-7358 

MICHAEL J. SERDUCK
ATTORNEY AT LAW, PARISHIONER

409 Main St Ste 116, Amherst

253-5761
www.attyserduck.com

General Practice

 Accepting New Patients

 Linda Robinson Dental
 Route 9 Hadley
 587-0888
 Call for an Appointment Today Linda Robinson, DMD

www.lindarobinsondental.com

AMHERST’S
ONLY LOCAL CHOICE FOR

SHORT STAY REHABILITATION
SPACIOUS PRIVATE ROOMS AVAILABLE

www.cecaa.com
413.256.8185

Call for more information or to schedule a personal tour.

Email: anh@cecaa.com  |  Fax: 413-256-0138
150 University Drive, Amherst, MA

Ziomek & Ziomek
Attorneys at Law

27 University Drive, P.O. Box 6
Amherst, MA 01004

Megin Z. Ziomek
S. Peter Ziomek, Jr.

Tel. 413-549-0080
Fax 413-549-5764

(413) 345-1513 Cell
madeline.flood@era.com

2 Lyman Street, 
South Hadley, MA

MADELINE FLOOD, REALTOR®
ERA LAPLANTE REAL ESTATE • Parishioner

Servicing Hampshire, Hampden & Franklin Counties.

A Locally Owned Neighborhood Pharmacy

Competitively Priced • Shop and Compare
Over 20 years of experience

Easy Prescription Transfers...we do all the work

 413-253-0387 381 College St., Amherst
(Next to Florence Savings)

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444

Czelusniak
Funeral Home

Exercise, Eat Well, Stay Healthy,

- We Can Wait -
413-584-3585


