ST. MARY’S PARISH

640 Main Street

PARISH STAFF Shrewsbury, MA 01545
508-845-6341
Rev. Msgr. Michael F. Rose, Pastor www.stmarysparish.org
michael.rose@.stmarysparish.org
Rev. Jose Carvajal LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
jose.carvajal@stmarysparish.org Mass
Magda Harrison, Principal Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm.
magda.harrison@stmarysparish.org Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 am, 11:00 am & 5:30 pm.
Mark Smith, Director of H.S. Weekdays & Saturday: 8:30 am.
Religions Education & Y outh Ministry Holy Days: 8:30 am., 12:00 pm. & 7:00 pm
mark.smith@stmarysparish.org
Kathy Canfield, Gr. K—7 Rel. Ed. Coord. Sacrament of Reconciliation
kathy.canfield@stmarysparish.org Saturday: 3:30—4:00 pm.; anytime by appointment
Richard Vacca, Director of Liturgical Music
Deacon Derek Mobilio, Sexzinarian Intern Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesday: 6:30-8:00 pm, Church

CoNTACT Us
Pastoral Center ................. 508-845-6341 Our Parish Mission
School OFfice oo 508-842-1601 We, the people of St. Mary’s, strive to be a community united
Relivious Fd. Office 5088456341 with God, dedicated to continuing growth in knowledge and
v glh o £08.845.6341 faith, giving witness to Christ through love, worship,
out I\/Ilnlstry .................... = =

education, and service. So that we may fulfill this mission and
integrate spirituality with life, we shall reach out to all peoples
within and beyond our faith community.




ST. MARY’S SHREWSBURY

anllzy

DATE TIME INTENTION THE WEEK AHEAD
. ; Sunday, December 19
Sotupday, |8:30am | f¥rancls Venuto, Oor. 9:00  Children’s Choir-Church
5 y the Lemire family 10:00  St. Marv’s Adult Choir-Choir Loft
430pm | {Mary Forde-Mathieu ST e ey e
P . 10:00  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd-Chapel
fVincent Forde 12:30  Baptisms-Church
By the family 4:00  Grade 9 CCD-Hall, LMR, GS, School, PC
. 5 Monday, December 20
Sunday, 7:30 am TPS?"] O. el U, 9:00 Ladies Exercise-Large Meeting Room
Dec. 19 217 Anniversary by Mom and Dad 6:00  Cub Scout Pack Meeting-Hall
9:00 am fSousa and Fernandes Friends 6:15  Christmas Choir Rehearsal-Church
and Family Tuesday, December 21
By Joe and Elisa Sousa 10:00 Book Club-Large Meeting Room
11:00 am TAnnMarie Wirtenson 6:30 Eucharistic Adoration-Church
By the family Wednesday, December 22
5:30 pm +CIliff Jefferson %ﬁS 4 Chgdren’sb Chgl3r-Church
th : . ursday, December
6" Anniversary by the family 9:00 Ladies Exercise-Large Meeting Room
7:00 BO}lll Slcouts-Gathering Space
. ; 7:00  Catholic Men’s Group-Large Meeting Room
]1\)/1 eocn(;?)y, 8:30 am ESo&l;ﬁh(a}raves Friday, December 24
: Y 3:00 Christmas Eve Mass
5:00 Christmas Eve Mass
. ; 7:00  Christmas Eve Mass
]T)gzsgzlly, 8:30 am EA(:}?:ea]t(iin(i;rzl}Zmil 10:00  Christmas Eve Mass
: Yy Y Saturday, December 25
9:00  Christmas Mass
Wed., 8:30 am tRobert Labonte 11:00  Christmas Mass
Dec. 22 7™ Anniversary by the family No 4:30 pm Mass
Thursday, |8:30 am tPatricia Utzschneider | ; Repose of the soul of Fr. John F. Gee and James
Dec. 23 1* Anniversary by the family i Ward and peace for their families; Nick to receive
».ﬂh. an accurate diagnosis and treatment; Doug to heal
: ; ] I fully from a heart operation; the Podmores; Guy;
Friday, 7ok John; Laurie; Raymond; John H.; Lola; Janice;
Dec. 24 . Patrick and Liz to find optimal employment; baby
Marcellus to fully heal; full recovery for Deacon
Saturday, |9:00 am Martin Finnegan after cataract surgery; special intention for a
Dec. 25 man under severe stress; baby Cora and her foster family; Beth-
0T s Ann; Tracy M.; a special intention; all immigrants to know com-
: passion and help as they work to adapt to new living situations;
and generosity toward others.
Sunday, 7:30 am
Dec. 26 Continued prayers for: the Keith family; Kim; Earle; Cathy
9:00 am +Tom Granahan Cullen; Nick and family; two newborns with Covid; GA; Joyce
By Evelyn Baroni B. preemie Jack; Sheron; CCK; David and D.; Evan, siblings and
11:00 am +Leona M. Rose parents; Charlie; Ann B.; Mike's full recovery from liver and
: 7t Anniver.sa by the famil kidney surgery; Michael; preemie Eva; Ben; Georgia; Eleanor;
Iy by the Tamily Lynn; Lauren; Chris; two receiving cancer care; Tim C; Louise;
5:30 tMary Kelley

By the family

E}% Rest in Peace

Fr. John Gee, Maureen Dryden, Dr. Stanley Kocot,
Victoria Manzi, Madeline Pollastro, Lionel Racicot
and Eneas Couture

Michael; Charlie; Gary; Irene; LP; Ed; B; Colette; MIM; Sarah;
Connor; Zack; Brian; Wesley; Elizabeth; Riley; Jacob; Pat Mur-
ray; and those with no one to pray for them.

Thanksgiving for: Evan going home from hospital; Clare’s
finding an apartment; for a safe Thanksgiving holiday; safe travel
for many; Joan's improved health; ARPA funds that will be di-
rected to increase programming and staffing at Shrewsbury
Youth and Family Services; health care; a generous gesture; SF's
improvement following an injury; a future opportunity; all acts of
kindness and prayers both answered and unanswered.

Prayer Line: Call or text Tracy at 508-450-0137
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

O God of hosts, Shepherd of your people,
you chose Mary, the humble daughter of Israel,

to become the earthly dwelling place of your incar-
nate Word.

Stir up within your Church devotion to your saving
purpose

hat with Christ we may come into the world to do your
will

and with Mary offer ourselves to you as an unceasing
canticle of praise.

LIGHTING AND BLESSING +
OF OUTDOOR NATIVITY ‘ i

The lighting of the outdoor manger will

take place following the 4:30pm Mass on Saturday,
December 18" . The blessing of the parish outdoor
nativity scene and manger will take place on Sunday,
December 19" immediately following the 9:00 am
Mass.

Eucharistc EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

_*n-‘ijl",l*é__,_ Join us for Eucharistic Adoration during
,.&m& the Season of Advent on Tuesday, Decem-
Ao ber 21 from 6:00 — 8:00 pm.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Prepare yourself for Christmas with the Sacrament of
Penance

Saturday, December 18 from 3:30 - 4:15 pm
Tuesday, December 21 from 7:00 — 8:00 pm

W ST. MARY’S CHRISTMAS

: ' CHOIR INVITATION

CHRISTMAS 10:00 pm MASS ON
CHOIR CHRISTMAS EVE

St. Mary’s Christmas Choir, which
includes the St. Mary’s Adult Choir, will be providing mu-
sic for the 10:00pm Christmas Eve liturgy this year. Any
high school student or adult who would like to be part of
the Christmas Choir is welcome to join us. There will be
only ONE Rehearsal on MONDAY, DECEMBER 20 at
7:00 pm in the Church Choir Loft. Join Us

MAKE PLANS TO JOIN US
FOR CHRISTMAS AT
ST. MARY’S.

Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve

3:00 pm Vigil Mass in Church
5:00 pm Vigil Mass in Church
7:00 pm Vigil Mass in Church
10:00 pm Solemn Christmas Eve Mass with
Adult Christmas Choir

Saturday, December 25
Christmas Day

9:00 am Christmas Mass
11:00 am Christmas Mass

Mask Requirement for
St. Mary’s Church

The Shrewsbury Board of Health is re- : ;
quiring the use of face coverings/masks Y
in all indoor spaces including churches

for all people age 5 and above except for individuals for
whom it creates a health risk.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

No 4:30 pm Mass on December 25
(Christmas)
Masses on Sunday at 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am and 5:30 pm

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1
FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

The Feast of Mary, Mother of God on January 1 is
NOT a Holy Day of Obligation this year since it
falls on a Saturday.

Mass for the Feast day will be celebrated at 8:30
am on January 1

Eﬁﬁhany

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

Mass on Saturday, January 1 at 4:30 pm
Masses on Sunday at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 and 5:30 pm
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO MARK & JESSICA SMITH

St. Mary’s Parish extends our Congratulations and
Prayers to our High School Religious Education Coor-
dinator, MARK SMITH and his wife, JESSICA on the
birth of their first born son, JOSEPH EMMAUEL
SMITH who was born on December 8, 2021.

iAt the end of January, we'll be starting a weekly Ro-
{sary for the youth of our Parish to come to gather
{and pray. Beginning January 27th, every Thursday
{from 6:30pm-7:00pm, in the Church Nave in front of
{the Mary Statue. Contact Mark Smith for more in-

3 formation: Mark.smith@stmarysparish.org

b o e ]

* YOUTH
HIRY:

FVYERY THURSDAY
S E0FPM-F00FM IN THE
CHURCH

e e e e e e e e e e e i

BEGINNING JANUARY
Z2T7TTH, 2022

FOR MORE INFO. PLENSE CONTACT ME. SMITH

Star of Bethlehem
Maysoon khair will be at our church in Decem-
ber 18&19, 2021 representing over a hundred
Christian families who make their livelihood
through the selling of their hand carved ol-
ive wood religious articles.

Due to the bad situation in the Holy Land and the inter-
ruption of the tourist trade that is happening with our
Christian families in Bethlehem, they must seek alterna-
tive ways to earn a living.

After all masses there will be a display of these beautiful
hand carved items; such as nativity scenes, crucifix, ro-
saries, last supper and many other beautiful religious stat-
ues.

Please stop by and look over the carvings that are availa-
ble and help support this self-help project to keep the
Children and the Christians living in the Holy Land.

Thanks you and God Bless you

Schedule a Tour or Shadow Day!

As you look for options for the 2022 — 2023 school year,
please consider scheduling a personal tour or shadow day
while classes are in session.

Contact our Admissions Director,
Cheryl Dolan at Cheryl.Dolan@stmarysparish.org
or 508 842-1601 to schedule a tour or shadow day.

Our After-School Program is available for Kindergarten
through Grade 8 students from 2:30 pm — 5:30 pm.

Saint Mary School welcomes students and families from
all faiths and ethnic backgrounds.

Visit our website to learn more about Saint Mary School:
https://school.stmarysparish.org/

2022 CALENDARS

New calendars for 2022 are available this
weekend in the front and side vestibules of
the church. We are grateful to Shannon
Henry and Britton Funeral Home for mak-
ing these calendars available to our

parish each year.

Purish Sipprorl
Thank-you for your ongoing support of St. Mary’s Parish
Month of November (weekly average) $15,497

Thank you for your on going support of St. Mary’s

mini.sli:.rir

Greeters are needed for the 4:30 P. M
EenERS and 9 A. M. Sunday Masses. If you
are able to give 20 minutes a

month, please consider this very im-
portant ministry .

Please contact evelynbaroni@aol.com




FouRrRTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Lord Has Done Great Things For Us

(Psalm 126: 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6)

(Psalm 126)

Francesca LaRosa
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Thelord has  done greatthings for us; we are filled with.  joy. The Lord has
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done great things for us; we are filled with—  joy.

Copynght © 2021 Francesca LaRosa, Music by Francesca LaRosa,
The English translkation of the Psalm Response from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
All nghis reserved. Used with permussion.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
we were like men dreaming.

Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with rejoicing.

Then they said among the nations,

“The LORD has done great things for them.”
The LORD has done great things for us;

we are glad indeed.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

like the torrents in the southern desert.
Those who sow in tears

shall reap rejoicing.

Although they go forth weeping,
carrying the seed to be sown,
They shall come back rejoicing,

carrying their sheaves.

Daily Advent Reflections
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What Is the True Meaning of Christmas?
with Dr. Michael Patrick Barber
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YEAR END GIVING

Many people enjoy using Christmas and year’s end as a
special time to give to their favorite Catholic institutions
and also positively impact their federal and state income
taxes. Christmas and year end giving provides many ad-
vantages to you

e o All gifts made on or before December 31 are tax de-
ductible for the tax year in which your gift is made.

e o The knowledge that your gift is assisting a favorite
Catholic institution and advancing the mission of the
Catholic Church.

e o A last reminder to make that special gift or increased
gift that you’ve wanted to

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT
OF
ST. MARY’S THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

The December packet of Offertory envelopes

contains one marked “Christmas Flowers”.

Your offerings will assist us in decorating the
church for the Christmas season. Please write the names of
family members on the envelope so that we may remember
them at Mass.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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Diocese of Porcester
@ffice of the ishop
49 Elm Streel
Worrester, Hassachusetts 01600
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Christmas 2021
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Each year the celebration of Christmas resounds with the glad tidings of great joy that brought
awe, wonder and peace 10 the shepherds at Bethlehem. Each of us has treasured familv traditions
that surround and support our celebration of Christ’s birth - a family gathering after Mass,
delivering dinners, trimming trees, displaying eréches, exchanging gifts or visiting friends.

For many months, COVID precautions have disrupted, curtailed or postponed the traditions and
practices of evervday life. We long for a return to normaley. As we edge closer to normalcey, reports
of COVID variants. breakthrough infections and rising hospitalizations can give us the jitters and
make us skitish,

But even as we heed prudent precautions, that skittishness and those jitters should not shake us.
We should not be shaken because the essence of Christmas, the source of our jov and the cause of
our awe, wonder and peace remain the same - God so loved the world that He sent His Son to take
on human flesh, to become one of us so that we might become children of GGod and share forever
in His love. Because of that, no virus, no variant, not even death itself will keep the faithlul from
sharing the joy of God's love both here amidst carth™s uncertainties or forever in Heaven where no
threat, shadow or separation will vex us.

While the essence of Christmas remains the same, its messape never becomes static or grows
stale. When our prayer life deepens, our sacramental life is sustained, our holiness grows and we
gain an ever more profound awareness of God's closeness to us and His love for us. That realization
is grace, God Himself with us, Emmanuel dwelling in our souls. That grace frees us from fear,
allows us to persevere with prudence and fillz us with confidence and peace (o face and overcome
every challenge.

In the new year may our weekly communal worship at Mass continue to inspire us with the
Word of God and nourish us in the Fucharist that we may grow ever more confident in our
conviction and jov that the Savior born 1o us at Bethlehem remains with us now and forever.

With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed and Merry Christmas, [ remain

Sincerely vours in Christ,

b bt g PPt

Most Beverend Robert ). MeManus
Rishop of Worcester
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International House
of Pancakes

70 Boston Post Road
Shrewsbury, MA 01545

508-791-9328

RICHARD’S CAR WASH
(508) 755-0131

New Typhoon! Open 24 Hrs
Self Serve Automated Touch Free Carwash
All Cloth Tunnel Wash
8 Coin-Operated Vacuums
Coin-Operated Shampoo Machine
Coin-Operated Fragrance Machine

2 Self Serve Bay Washers
307/309 BOSTON

SHREWSBURY, MA
WWW.TURNPIKEAUTOBODYINC.COM

TURNPIKE
AUTO BODY, INC.
Unibody Frame Repair Specialists
Featuring: Laser Beam Technology
Complete Collision Work
Licensed Insurance Appraisals

hUTOHOTI\\"E

Licensed Emission Repair Fn(llny

Welding * Auto Painting MA Inspection Station © All Makes & Models
Total Wheel Alignment Brakes/Exhaust/ Tune-Ups
Custom Paint & Matching 508-845-9850

Rte. 140 North of Rte. 20,
185 Memorial Dr., Shrewsbury
LOCATED ON THE SHREWSBURY-GRAFTON LINE|
WWW.RANDSAUTOMOTIVECENTER.COM

TURNPIKE, RTE 9
(508) 755-3015

WE'RE HIRING

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION.

* Paid Training

* Some Travel

* Work-Life Balance

* Full-Time with Benefits
e Serve Your Community

Pi
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Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

J. J. BAFARO INC.

PLUMBING, HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING
SPRINKLER CONTRACTORS

9-13 Winter Street
Worcester, MA 01604

ML 7751 Tel. 757-7429

MARIA LEMIEUX, GPA, MST

Tax Planning and Preparation
298 Boston Tpk., Ste. 8
Shrewsbury, MA 01545

Individual « Corporate
Partnership ¢« Fiduciary
Phone (508) 849-1967

Fax (508) 849-1968

800.696.9401 | web5.com

Email: lemieuxcpa@aol.com

@ websterfive

Since
1923

HOLDEN
508-829-4333

Sales « Service « Parts
Body Shop - Quick Lane

www.sunnysideford.com

WEBSTER | DUDLEY | OXFORD
AUBURN | WORCESTER | SHREWSBURY

Welcome Back to Mass

Stay connected to our faith communily mo matter where youw are
ey signing up fo ger our bulletin delivered strafght fo your emeil!

THIS SPACE IS

VAILABLE

=

SUPPURT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

Paul Palumbo
ELECTRIC

Residential & Commercial

Paul A. Cerrone
CERRONE, GRAHAM
& SHEPHERD, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants
and Business Advisors

370 MAIN STREET, SUITE 750
WORCESTER, MA 01608
(508) 754-8512 & (508) 845-7600
* Accounting ¢ Auditing ® Bookkeeping
* Business & Personal Taxes
WWW.CGSCPAS.COM

Wiring & Alarms
Senior & Veteran Discount
508-277-1529

508-865-3258
MA #A11543

Philip P. Massad
Movers and
Storage

754-1225

752-0100 ]

CONTACT US AT 800.477.4574

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

370 Plantation Street, Worcester, MA 01605

754-0486

Committed Every Day to Caring
Pre-need Plans and Trust Available

03-0228

St. Mary, Shrewshury, MA



Susan Kronlund
Realtor® / Parishioner

I can OPEN doors for you!
181 Main Street ¢ Shrewsbury

SueSellsProperties@gmail.com 1Siove

www.SueSellsProperties.com

(508) 320-8797

Quality, Service and
Community!

Learn why we're not a
bank, we're better!

@ ENTRAL ONE
[ Shei Gt L -

714 Main Street, Shrewsbury
centralfcu.com 508-842-7400

Anﬂh@ny J. '_’"_heYKey
Visli > o Your
18 Loty New Home

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Personal Injury * Criminal Defense
Diworce * Real Estate  Wills & Trusts
FREE CONSULTATION )
Office:  508-799-7757 :
Mobile: 508-887-6120
Fax: 508-751-5777 & a ks

Email: AJVigliotti@aol.com ! A
Ld
23 HARVARD ST., WORCESTER

COLDANSLL
BANKER O

FESHIENTIAL BB A CE
Mary Ann Barry
REALTOR®
508-330-7194
barrymaryann8@gmail.com
www.MaryAnnBarry.com

Hudson MA 978-568-0043
www.resendesconstruction.com
Roofing - Siding - Windows - General Contracting
Serving Hudson, Marlborough, Shrewsbury and area communities.
Professional, Honest, and Ardent Services.

i!EALCDATING

QUALITY IS OUR
#1 PRODUCT

NICK DION
(508) 852-2182
Dionsealcoating.com
SHREWSBURY, MA

MARIA SMITH
Realtor GRI, CBR, SRES
Notary Public | ReNet Member

508-845-9974

415 Boston Tumpike, Suite 308 B
Shrewsbury, MA 01545

E-mail: mmsreal@aol.com
www.mariasmithrealty.com

NATIONAL
GLASS
WORKS INC.

Fax: 508-845-9975 508-753-7209

Parishioner over 50 years.

Maria Smith 372 Park Avenue
-k Worcester

STAY IN YOUR
OWN HOME!

N Sa)

We help with daily activities like

Personal Care - Meal Preparation - Errands and Transportation
Light Housekeeping - Caregiver Respite

www.goldenrule.care

Offering Short Term and Outpatient Rehab
Long Term and Respite Care
www.shrewsburynursing.com

(508) 845-6786

MONTI’'S
PIZZA PLUS

369 West Main St. « Northboro
Take-Out Pizza « Subs
Pockets ¢ Salads
*Try Our Fresh Homemade Pasta*
Party Platters

PHONE AHEAD FOR
FAST SERVICE

393-6113

12 Town Farm Road

P
$ CHARLTON MANOR ¥
BEAUTIFUL RETIREMENT HOME
& ASSISTED LIVING
The Affordable Quality Compassionate Choice

Michael D. Turpin, President
508-248-5136 °

www.charltonmanorresthome.com
¢ Charlton, MA 01507

978-314-2290

SEIVING FIESH FOOD,
FULL MUGS dND: FUNTIMES!

ST. PIERRE &
ST. PIERRE PC.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Roderick A. St. Pierre

bl

arIlL & PIZZa
(508) 842-2584

W DOHPOTRE! RPLZ 20 GOM
749 MaIN STreeT, SHIeWSBUMY, Ma

Jason M. St. Pierre

Patricia Maclsaac
(508) 842-1000
291 GRAFTON ST.

SHREWSBURY
Full Service Law Firm

COLDWELL BAMEER
REALTY

Mary Surette
Realtor
508-635-6694

508-450-2023
6 Park Ave. Worcester, MA
www.marysurette.com

ritton
.  Fuaneral JH onws,g -

Britvon-Shrewsbury Funeral Home

Shannon M. Henry

648 Main Street .
Shrewsbury, Massachuseres 01545 OUB] B43-6116
wenernie brivtonfinerathomes, com

Choice is

Customize your lifestyle with an abundance of choices

in apartments, activities, dining and pricing opticns

..it's Senior Living your way!

Contact us to schedule a tour!

THE

*& RESIDENCE

at Qrchard Grove

268 Walnut Streel. Shrewsbiury
508-Ba1-5735
residencearchardgrove com

All ahout chodee: n'nu':rxndcnt. Aseisted of Memaory Care I.lbir:,g

4m LCH Semior Living Community: Over rp Ve of Exelins
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St. Mary, Shrewshury, MA 03-0228




