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�

Pastor�

Rev. William Schipper, Administrator�

Associate Pastor�

Rev. Donald C. Ouellette�

�

Parish Secretary�

Mary Jo Hevy�

   Saint Joseph’s Parish�

�

           Serving the People of North Brookfield, �

                   Oakham and New Braintree�

�

                 Church: 296 North Main Street�

                   North Brookfield, MA 01535�

Religious Education �

Coordinator�

          Lynne Losurdo�

Music Director�

              Eva Brown�

Bulletin Editor�

            Phyllis Casey�

Safe Environment �

Coordinator�

        Pamela Reynolds �

       Lord’s Day Masses� Saturdays. 4:00PM,  �

                                            Sundays:   8:30AM only�

                        Weekday Liturgies                                                  

Mondays, Tuesdays 8:30AM at St. Joseph’s Parish�

Thursdays, Fridays 8:30 AM, St. John’s, E. Brookfield�

                          Confessions (Reconciliation)�

                 Saturday at  @ 3:00 PM at the Church�

                                  or by appointment.�

  �

                                         Baptisms�

                  Sunday at 12 noon or by appointment �

                 Baptismal Preparation: by appointment.�

�

                                        Marriages�

           Arrangements should be made 1 year in advance.�

Parish Office: 28 Mt. Pleasant St., N. Brookfield, MA  01535�

Tel. (508) 867�6811 Fax (508) 867�7756 �

Email: saintjosephrectory@verizon.net�

Religious Education Center: 27 Mt. Pleasant St., N. Brookfield�

Phone: (508) 867�9302   Email: llosurdo1@gmail.com�

Parish Website: www.stjosephsnbma.org�

�

Adoration and Prayer: Thurs. afternoons 3:00 � 4:00 PM�

First Fridays Mass at 8:30 AM at St. John’s, adoration to follow.  �

Rosary:  �

Weekdays: Mondays, Tuesdays, 8:05 AM, before the daily Mass.�

�

Visitation of the Sick:�

If you or a family member are housebound and would like to    

receive Communion, please call the rectory.  If you know of   

someone from the parish who is in the hospital and would like a 

visit from one of the priests, please let us know.�

�

Sacrament of the Sick: �

This is administered periodically.  You can also call the rectory for 

an appointment.�

Parish Registration:�

If you are new to the parish, please call the rectory to register.�

Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):�

Adults who are interested in becoming members of the Catholic 

faith are invited to join the RCIA.  Please call the rectory for �

information.�

�

Food Pantry � December Schedule  �

Christmas giving baskets will be distributed through phone     

requests.  More details can be found on the inside of the bulletin.�

�

Bereavement Committee: Carole Ryback (508) 867�8728�

St. Joseph’s Cemetery:  Douglas Fedler (508) 867�6811�

Bulletin Deadline:  Please submit bulletin entries in writing �

                                 to the rectory by Monday at 9:00AM. �

�

                               �

�

                                                                             Parish Mission Statement�

�

      As individuals and families, our mission as the parish �

  community of Saint Joseph is to live fully the call of Jesus Christ,   �

  to be the People of God by giving witness to the Gospel, passing�

      on our Catholic tradition, strengthening the spiritual life of �

      parishioners and serving those in need.  We are committed �

to being an active, welcoming, and supportive community,         

proclaiming Christ’s teaching through word and deed.�
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 � Readings for the week of December 13, 2020�

�

Sunday:       Is 61:1�2a, 10�11/Lk 1:46�48, 49�50, 51�54 �  

�       [Is61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16�24/Jn 1:6�8, 19�28�

Monday:      Nm 24:2�7, 15�17a/Ps 25:4�5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8�9 [4]/

�        Mt 21:23�27�

Tuesday:      Zep 3:1�2, 9�13/Ps 34:2�3, 6�7, 17�18, 19 and 23 �  

�        [7a]/Mt 21:28�32�

Wednesday: Is 45:6b�8, 18, 21c�25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11�12, �

�        13�14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b�23�

Thursday:     Gn 49:2, 8�10/Ps 72:1�2, 3�4ab, 7�8, 17 [cf. 7]/    � 

�        Mt 1:1�17�

Friday:          Jer 23:5�8/Ps 72:1�2, 12�13, 18�19 [cf. 7]/             

�        Mt 1:18�25�

Saturday:      Jgs 13:2�7, 24�25a/Ps 71:3�4a, 5�6ab, 16�17 [cf. 8]/

�        Lk 1:5�25�

Sunday:        2 Sm 7:1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2�3, 4�5, 27, 29 �  

�        [2a] Rom 16:25�27/Lk 1:26�38�

SATURDAY� December 12, 2020 �

4::00 PM � 1

st

 Lt. Mark N. Brunnell, req. by the parish��

SUNDAY� December 13, 2020�

8:30 AM � Richard Esselen, Jr., req. by the family�

MONDAY� December 14, 2020� �

8:30 AM� Bernice Chevarie (Fr. Don’s cousin)�

� � req. by her husband, Doplphe�

TUESDAY� December 15, 2020�

� � Rev. Alfred McBride�

� � req. by Rev. Richard Jakubauskas�

WEDNESDAY   December 16, 2020�

                No Mass at St. Joseph’s or St. John’s Parishes�

                    Masses on Wednesday at nearby parishes.�

     8:00 AM�Mary Queen of the Rosary, Spencer�

     8:00 AM�Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, West Brookfield�

THURS., FRI.� Dec. 17�18, 2020 �

8:30 AM� Masses at St. John’s, East Brookfield�

�

SATURDAY� December 19, 2020 �

4::00 PM � Mary Desplaines, 3

rd

 Anniversary�

� � req. by Carol & Phil� �

SUNDAY� December 20, 2020�

8:30 AM � Sandy Budney�

� � req. by her husband, Rick and family�

�    Christmas Flowers�

�

     Flowers may be donated in memory of 

your loved ones.  Envelopes are available in 

the church lobby and can be placed in the 

weekend collection baskets or dropped off at �

                    the rectory.  Requests must be made by �

                    Friday, December 18.�

                                The Gift of Joy�

�

     Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly   

gain that can ever really satisfy us? Think of winning the 

Lotto. On this side of the winning ticket, it’s all about the 

money, the new car, house, vacations, bank accounts, and 

infinite pleasures. The possibility of acquiring all of these 

earthly securities brings us back again and again to the  

purchase of a ticket. Then, one day we win! Our dreams 

are fulfilled, and happiness is on the horizon. Then one 

day, we wake up and realize that nothing has really 

changed, and I am not as satisfied as I thought I was or 

would be. I find myself living in my incompleteness and 

with my profound sorrow and grief. I did not find joy.�

�

     Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. 

They are brought to us through incredible experiences of 

connection that bring us face to face with real and authen-

tic faith, hope, and love. And, they are glimpses and do  

not last. The moment we find ourselves looking back at 

them, they are gone, and we find ourselves remembering 

the moment in memory. To carry joy within us is to realize 

that it is not something I create, manufacture or even     

acquire. It is not able to be purchased. It is a gift. My need 

for joy mirrors my need for eternity, for a Creator who   

has a claim on the very essence of who I am and desires     

a home within me. As C. S. Lewis discovered, joy is a   

surprise that speaks to my very soul and is given as gift by 

the God who loves me.�

�

    The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the    

beauty of the gift of joy. God has visited his people for   

no other reason than to show them where and how to find 

joy! All of our human and earthly joy experiences are   

always only glimpses. They never satisfy us, sustain us    

or fulfill us. It is only God who is the joy of my soul.    

Real, Divine experiences of joy catch us off guard, make 

us stop and become aware, bring a feeling of awe and 

rightness and have an eternal Otherness about them.  

Nothing created by humans can ever come close to this. 

We probably will not fully realize the truth of all of this 

until we actually meet God face to face in heaven one day. 

Then, in that sacred moment when our hearts leap for joy 

we will understand what we have been tirelessly searching 

for all along. Intense gratitude will most surely follow.�

                                         ©LPi�

            2021 Catholic Calendars�

�

     There are yearly Catholic calendars for 

2021 that are available in the church lobby.  

You are welcome to take one home.  �

                                              S.O.N.G.�

�

S.O.N.G. focuses its support efforts by providing food, medicine, 

sanitation supplies, and funding educational study camps while 

the schools are closed to keep the children focused on their �

learning.�

�They have opened an office and Gift Shop at 5 North Street, 

Suite 4, in Ware, Mass. They are open on Mon. 4 �7 pm, Thurs. & 

Fri. from 12 to 5 pm, Sat. 9 am � 5 pm, and by appointment any 

other time! Items on sale include oil paintings, authentic cultural 

gifts from the areas we work in, traditional dolls hand made by 

the children we support, estate items, household goods, Sonora 

jewelry, clothing, Vera Bradley purses, and much, much more.�

Please call (413) 813�8100 to make an appointment to meet with 

them or for more information.�
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Dec 19�20� Lectors� Altar Servers�

Eucharistic   

Ministers�

 Sat. �

4:00 PM�

   Larry Walter� Larry Walter� Darlene Lavin�

 �

Sun.  �

   8:30 AM�

�

   Tammy Auger�

Sophia 

Hernlaye�

Richard Caron�

 �

                Weekend Collections   �

        �

�                            Nov. 28 � Nov. 29   �

   Weekend�                    $             1,852.00     �

   Renovations                         $                  78.00                  �

                       Christmas Flowers�            $                  20.00                                   

                       Campaign for �

                           Human Development        $                 30.00    �

        �         �

                   Thank you for your continued support!                  �

          St. Joseph’s Food Pantry �

�

  The holiday hours for St. Joseph’s Christmas 

food distribution is listed below.  �

�

The Christmas food distribution is as follows:�

Thursday, December 17

th

 from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM�

and Saturday, December 19

th

 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.�

                                  Legacy of Hope Appeal�

                                                                   �

                                                                         In the Legacy of Hope Campaign, �

                         we are thankful to all parishioners who 

have already pledged.  We have reached beyond 50% of 

our goal !  �

�

     We ask  you to consider your pledge to the�Legacy of 

Hope Campaign�either by returning your pledge �

envelope card this weekend at Mass, or going online to  

www.legacyofhope.worcesterdiocese.org .  You can also 

send it by mail to the Diocesan Development Office at 49 

Elm St., Worcester, MA �01609.   Please remember to 

make the check out to Legacy of Hope and not the parish. �

�

                       Seminarian Giving Tree 2020�

�

    The Diocesan Vocation Office is asking for Giving 

Tree gift cards for seminarians this Christmas.  If you 

would like to donate, please mail a gift card of any 

amount in an envelope addressed to “Seminarians, 51 Illi-

nois St., Worcester, MA 01610.” �Suggested stores for 

purchasing gift card donations: Amazon, Barnes & Noble, 

CVS, Staples, or Walmart. �They will be sorting out gift 

cards and distribute them to the seminarians.    �

                                  �

                                                                                 Christmas Masses�

�

       We are planning for Christmas Masses, �

Christmas Eve on Thurs. Dec. 24th at 4:00pm, and 

Christmas Day, Fri., Dec. 25th at 8:30am.    Because of 

restrictions, this year’s limit for any Mass is for 80 �

people.  Please make a reservation for seats for both 

Masses by notifying us by calling the rectory at 

508.867.6811 or by sending an email to us at the parish 

at: saintjosephrectory@verizon.net �

�

     Video recordings of the Christmas Eve Mass will be 

on cable and on Facebook.  Details are forthcoming. �
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�

     A very sincere and heartfelt thank you goes to every one 

who donated to the food pantry.  Because of your kindness, 

compassion and generosity, St. Joseph’s Food Pantry was 

able to make Thanksgiving possible for 60 families. �

     If you would still like to make a contribution to the Food 

Pantry, you can still do so by making a financial contribu-

tion or purchasing paper goods, including toilet paper.� We 

thank you for your continued support of the Food Pantry. �

�                     May God bless you.�
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BERTHIAUME & BERTHIAUME
(FORMERLY IGOE & BEAUDETTE)

A t t o r n e y s  A t  L a w
A general practice serving individuals, families 

and businesses in the following fields:
 Real Estate & Zoning Probate & Estate Planning
 Civil Litigation Business & Corporate Advising
 Divorce Criminal Defense

4 Elm Street, North Brookfield, MA 01535

508-867-6885

“Where Friends Send Their Friends”

Rt. 9, East Brookfield, 01515
A Different Experience!  

We Guarantee It!
350 Cars and Trucks Always In-Stock

OPEN MON.-THURS. 8:30-8:00pm
FRI. 8:30-6:00pm • SAT. 8:30-4:00pm

508-885-1000 • www.lamford.com

COUNTRY AUTO BODY
 69 DONOVAN RD. ,  NO.  BROOKFIELD

 (508) 867-9736
 www.countryautotire.com

Massachusetts Registered Repair Shop #369
Propane Tank Filling Station

Expert Collision Repair
Shocks • Spin Balancing • Alignments

Casual Waterfront Dining

Residential • Commercial
Industrial • Fire Alarms

(508) 867-4247
BrownElectricC@gmail.com

215  N. Main St., N. Brookfield

33 Years 1985-2018

866-753-5429

 Make Us Your First Choice 
 for Your Rehabilitation

 • SHORT TERM REHAB 
 • SKILLED NURSING
 • RESPITE CARE
 • MEMORY CARE
       88 Masonic Home Rd.
       Charlton, MA

VARNUM
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES

Marc A. Varnum, Director
43 E. Main St. W. Brookfield  |  508-867-2885

varnumfuneralhome.com

We provide free estimates & offer the  
following professional landscaping services.

 LAWN CARE MAINTENANCE & FERTILIZING
DUMPSTERS FOR RENT

Hardscaping: Walls, Walks & Patios, Fences
Planting design & Installation • Waterfalls & Fish Ponds

 DENNIS • 774-696-7267

Brunelle and Sons 
Landscaping Inc.

508-885-1088

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285


