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THE CROWNING IN HONOR OF THE
BLESSED MOTHER
In Honor of Mary Mother of God
Intention: In Gratitude to The Holy Family
for favors received by The Nibbio Family
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 AM
5:00 PM

8:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM

7:30 AM

7:30 AM

7:30 AM

7:30 AM

8:00 AM
5:00 PM

8:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM

Charles Saia by Denise Placanica
Josephine Connolly by The Nibbio Family
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
Second Sunday of Advent
Lucille Francesco
ST. MARY MAGDALEN DE PAZZI
PURGATORIAL SOCIETY MEMBERS
Carla Donato by the Pellecchia Family
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10
Advent Weekday
Norma and Sam Arena
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11
Advent Weekday
Pro Populo—For the People of the Parish
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12
Our Lady of Quadalupe
John, Joseph, Nicholas Arena and Mary Arena
Rotundo
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13
Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Louis Sarcone by neighbor, Gert
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15
Advent Weekday
Frank Christaldi by family
Philomena Mungiole—3rd Anniversary—by
daughter Rita and sons
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
Third Sunday of Advent
Joseph and Angelina Tirotto by family
ST. MARY MAGDALEN DE PAZZI
PURGATORIAL SOCIETY MEMBERS
Vincent Marrone by wife, Josephine and family

ST. MARY MAGDALEN DE PAZZI
PURGATORIAL SOCIETY MASS INTENTIONS
Margaret Pollina by Rose Lauletta
Mary Ann Ficatendi by Robert and Joann Santore
Michael Mazzucca by Rose Santore
Joseph Bevivino by Linda and Bill Berenato
Mary Ann Ficatendi by Linda and Bill Berenato
Phyllis Marano by Joseph and Joan Gallo
Phyllis Marano by Frank and Rita Punzo
ST. MARY SACTUARY LAMP
Frank S. Porter
ST. MARY BLESSED MOTHER LIGHT
Philomena Marano by Josephine Marrone
ST. PAUL ALTAR FLOWERS
Testa Vanni Miles Family by Millie, Amy and Dan
ST. PAUL SANCTUARY LAMP
Bob Freeman by wife and grandchildren
ST. PAUL BLESSED MOTHER LIGHT
Bop Freeman by wife
ALTAR BREAD AND WINE
Bob Freeman by wife

Online Giving - Credit Card
or Automatic Checking Withdrawal
St. Paul Parish now has “Online Giving”
Online giving offers you a simple yet safe and
secure way to donate electronically and manage
your contributions on-line with the option to
schedule recurring or one-time gifts.
Go to www.stpaulparish.net and find the link at the
bottom of the page: Online Giving (We Share).
2nd Sunday of Advent Luke 3:1-6
Blessed Advent to you all!
Today we continue the "joyful expectation" of the birth of Christ in history,
the present, and the future. Today we
hear the words of John the Baptist calling people of his time to repentance.
Now, this baptism that John was calling people to is not the same baptism
that we Christians celebrate. However,
John's baptism is at the root of our
Christian baptism. John's baptism had
its roots in the "oblation washing" of
the Jewish people before undertaking
anything of great importance.
Christian baptism is a sacrament to
wash away original sin so as to enter
sinless into the Christian community. It
is the one sacrament that is celebrated
by all Christians, even those Christians
who are not in communion with Rome.
Johns enjoins us to "prepare the way of
the Lord." His call is to be taken in the
widest sense. This preparation is a personal preparation, and is also a communal preparation. We are called to
make sure we are ready to meet the
Lord, and this means that we need to
make a difference in the world to make
it better, to make it more peaceful, and
to make it more just. We are called to
protect each other's dignity and share
of our abundance with others so that
each may live a life that is centered on
helping others. Prepare the way!

An Advent Prayer for The Lord to Come
Prayer is a wonderful way to help cut away from distractions of
the season and open your heart to prepare for the joy and hope of
Christ's birth. Here is a sample prayer to use during the season to
focus your heart and mind for the birth of Jesus Christ.
This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart.
Fill me with Your presence from the very start.
As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given,
Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your
Son from Heaven.
The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever.
You came as a baby born in a manger.
Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree,
Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me.
Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus' birth,
When He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself
in rags of earth.
Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night.
And angels announced, "Into your darkness, God brings His
Light." "Do not be afraid," they said, to shepherds in the field.
Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield.
Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call.
Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender
them all.
Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice.
Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise.
Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush.
In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush.
This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart.
Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part.
Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each
day. Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I
pray. Amen.

FUEL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
LIHEAP, Pennsylvania Home Heating Fuel Assistance Rebate Program is now in progress. People of all ages within income guidelines
are eligible. Call United Social Services at 215-923-1900 Monday
through Friday between 9 AM and 4 PM. All inquiries are strictly
confidential.

DATE
CORRECTION!!
St. Paul's
Homeless Ministry
We will be delivering our gifts on
Sunday, December 9th, (NOT DEC.
8th).
Meet at the rectory at 1:00 PM.
Please contact Debbie DiGiacobbe to
let her know you are coming.
debbie3401@comcast.net,
856-232-8823 / 856-237-3830

VOLUNTEERS

You are needed on Thursday, December 13 at 6:30 p.m.
to join in the Christmas decorating at Saint Mary Magdalen de Pazzi church. This would include setting up the
Nativity scene, placing Christmas trees and hanging
wreaths, singing, laughing and getting into the spirit of
Christmas. Hope to see you there! If you have any
questions, please call Diane Panzarella 267 235 1569.
Christmas Giving Tree
The parish Christmas tree is up and
we will have Christmas ornaments
that contain the age and gender of a
needy child. You are asked to take
one home and buy that gift.

Healing Mass for Addictions
On the First Tuesday of every month there will be a Healing
Mass for all those in alcohol and drug addiction at 6PM, St.
Gabriel’s Addiction Recovery Center (top of gym) 30th and
Dickinson Streets. Mass, prayer, adoration and Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament will be included in the service.
Come and join us as we ask God to help defeat this epidemic
in our city.

They will go to the Sisters of St. Joseph Welcome House and will be
given to the children of recent immigrants.

Christmas Daily
Meditation Books

DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Are being accepted for the poinsettia plants that will decorate the altars of our two beautiful churches. Please call the
rectory during the office hours of 9AM to 4PM. The requested donation of $10.00 may be made as a gift for any
special intention or in memory of a loved one. The names
will appear in the Sunday bulletin at Christmas time. All
donations are to be made no later than Wednesday, December 12th.

If anyone wishes to make a donation in memory of a loved one,
please put the offering in an envelope and mark it with your name
and the name(s) of the people whom you want remembered at the 12
Noon Mass on Christmas Day. The Daily Meditation Books have
five points; Readings of the Day, Scripture verse, Reflection, Meditation and Prayer. They go from the first Sunday of Advent, December
3, to the Baptism of the Lord Sunday, January 8. They are 4” x 5 ¼”
which means they can fit into your pocket, or pocket book. You can
take them anywhere. The entire daily meditation takes about five
minutes to read and lifts up your mind and heart for the rest of the
day. They will be distributed on the feast of Christ the King so you
will have them for advent.

Christmas and Loss
On Tuesday night, Rev. Joseph Leggiere assisted by Rev.
Marianne Robbins, spoke on Christmas and Loss. Both are teaching chaplains at Jefferson Hospital. The Rev. started out by telling
a story of an anonymous nasty letter he received when he
preached at his first assignment.
It said that he talks about struggles and feelings instead of telling
people what to do and how to do it. He was hurt and upset and
wondered why the person did not sign their name or speak to him
one on one. Then after a month he realized the letter was a compliment because it was saying you are a real person who talks
about real things.
Secondly, he said that no one grieves the same as the other, even
in the same family with the same loss. His son Brian died of cancer at the age of eleven after four painful years of struggling with
disease. After the funeral service he and his family processed out
behind his casket. Rev. Leggiere went to put his arm around his
daughter and she moved away. She was angry at losing her
brother and did not want anyone close to her at the time. People
experience death differently because their relationship to the people is different.
Rev. Leggiere said it is easy to prepare a talk that has a beginning, middle and end. However, it is a struggle to talk about a
topic like grief that is very painful and has no neat answers. It is
one thing to study grief in a classroom lecture or read a book but
it is another thing to share what you and everyone else is experiencing, especially, when it is so raw.
Next, he used the song the “twelve days of Christmas” as an image to make a point. When you add up all the gifts mentioned he
said they come to 364 which is almost a year with one missing
day. He said the song has many myths to its origin and maybe the
mystery of how the song came about is about the mysteries of our
love for the person we lost.
When we miss our loved one, we experience tears, gratitude and
memory. When the Rev. was age twelve he was the last batter in
a championship game and struck out in front of everyone. He ran
to the locker room and hid because he cried and cried. The umpire
was the only one to follow and comfort him. We all need someone to cry with. Many people say I grieve by myself but nature
says we need others to share our grief with. Who are the people
you can cry in front of or cry with that don’t make you feel embarrassed.
He went on the say that the chemical makeup of the tear is the
same as the amniotic fluid that protects a baby in a mother’s
womb. Both are ways of release. When a mother’s water breaks
the baby is released and born. When a person cries the heaviness
of grief is released a little bit and they feel a little lighter.
Part of the tears is the ability to ask others for help. Much of your
strength is gone and you cannot do the things you used to do, at
least for the time being, and it is not wrong to ask for help. It is
hard to experience yourself that way but if you have a broken
heart how else can you be?
Secondly, he spoke about time and giving thanks to God for the
time on earth that you spent with that person and knowing the
relationship is not gone but changed. Rev. Leggiere visits his

son’s grave several times a year because he still has a relationship
with Brian.
Lastly, he spoke of memory and the wonderful memories you
have of the person that you lost.
There was a comment made about asking for help. When Steve
Jobs, the founder of Apple Computer was asked what elements
made you a success, he mentioned a big one was asking for help
when you need it.
Most people are glad to help if you ask them. Mr. Jobs gave this
example. When he was twelve years old he wrote to Mr. Hewlett
of Hewlett and Packard computer for some pieces to make his
own computer. Mr. Hewlett was so honored that a twelve year old
boy needed his help that he called Steve Jobs and gave him the
material that he needed. In addition Mr. Jobs got a job on the
Hewlett Packard assembly line.
Secondly, if you do not ask for help, there is a good chance you
will wait too long and have to pay money for help and then it may
be too late.
There were about thirty people at the service. Many were also at
the 12 noon bereavement Mass held last Sunday. Also, about 8
people came from other parishes.
When people arrived, they printed the name of their loved one on
a Christmas ornament and then placed it on the giving tree. In
addition they received a handout containing useful advice about
getting through the holidays. Finally, after the talk we all sang
Silent Night around the giving tree.
Also, there was a welcome, a reading from St. Matthew about
birth of Jesus and the death of the 40 innocents and then the O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel was song. Mary, did you know was
the meditation hymn.

Readings for the week of December 9, 2018
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk
3:1-6
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 35:4f]/Lk
5:17-26
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [Is
40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt
13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab [8]/Mt
11:11-15
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Mt
17:9a, 10-13
Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk
3:10-18

EST. 1921

PENNSYLVANIA BURIAL CO. INC.

Now In Our 3rd Generation

1327-29 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA • 215-334-1717

G.J. ROSSI
& SON

PETER J. JACOVINI, SUPERVISOR
www.pennsylvaniaburialcompany.com

BALDI FUNERAL HOME
1331 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA • 215-389-2414

VICTOR BALDI, FUNERAL DIRECTOR
www.baldifuneralhome.com

“Four Generations of Our Family Serving Your Family”

PRE-FUNERAL PLANNING AVAILABLE
AMPLE PARKING ON PREMISES

RITTENHOUSE SQUARE
1730 Chestnut St • Philadelphia
ITALIAN MARKET
930 S. 9th St • Philadelphia
ARDMORE FARMER’S MARKET
120 Coulter Ave • Ardmore
THE FRANKLIN
834 Chestnut St • Philadelphia
THE COMCAST CENTER
1701 JFK Blvd • Philadelphia

ELECTRICIANS

All Types
Wiring & Repairs

215-329-9456

Duyen Ngo, DMD
William J. Costello, III, DMD
544 Washington Ave • Philadelphia
(215) 389-9889
please call for an appointment
www.dentistsonwashington.com

DIBRUNO.COM

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Paul, Philadelphia, PA

03-0254

215-627-2430
E-Mail dangelolaw@aol.com
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ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
Consider us for any Family
Function, Lunch or Dinner
Take Out Available
932-36 So. 9th St. • Phila., PA

215-592-1295
www.villadiroma.com

A&M
Auto Body
Family Owned and
Operated Since 1980

215-271-2898
215-755-4038 Fax
1201 E. Passyunk Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19147
At the corner Passyunk & Federal

50 Years Experience
Providing All Types
of Legal Services
540 South 11th St.
(NW corner of 11th and South Streets)
Philadelphia, PA

Vincent

Gangemi
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1937

Vincent C. Gangemi, Founder
(1915-2005)
Vincent C. Gangemi Jr., Supervisor
Randy L. Goldy, Director
James L. Guercio, Funeral Director
(1954-2016)
Funeral Pre-Planning Available
2232-40 S. Broad St • Philadelphia

215-467-3838
www.gangemifuneralhome.net

Italian Market Location
215-825-5304

North Broad Location
267-639-6014

901 S. 10th Street
Corner of 10th & Christian

655 North Broad Street
Corner of Broad & Wallace

b.y.o.b.

full bar

COMING
SOON!

Roxborough Location
6164 Ridge Ave.

b.y.o.b.

COMING
SOON!

EAT-IN / TAKE-OUT / DELIVERY
Sun - Thu 10am-10pm • Fri & Sat 10am-11pm
BRUNCH Saturday & Sunday until 3pm
CATERING AVAILABLE On/Off Premises
CASH ONLY - ATM On Premises

santuccispizza.com

DR. ANTHONY
PONTARELLI

Family Podiatry
(215) 271-2354

Companionship
Homemaking
Meal Preparation
Personal Care

Medicare & Most Insurance Accepted

Call for your FREE Care Assessment.

1026 Federal St.

House Calls Available

(267) 499-4700
synergyhomecare.com

Armando Rey
Jewelry
9th & Washington Ave.
Philadelphia, PA

Expert Repairs - Fine Jewelry
Custom Designs

(215) 462-0550

818 S 9th Street, Philadelphia

FAX: (215) 468-4465

215-928-9664
2017-18 SOUTH PHILLY REVIEW
READERS’ CHOICE
AWARD WINNER

www.AnastasiSeafood.com

9896 Bustleton Ave • Philadelphia PA 19115
1-844-640-4200
PaulsRun.org/living

Independent Living | Personal Care | Skilled Nursing | Rehabilitation

Anthony’s

Italian Coffee & Chocolate House
903 South 9th St • Philadelphia, PA
Phone: 215-627-2586 • Fax: 215-627-5822
Mail Order: 1-800-833-5030
www.ItalianCoffeeHouse.com

238 Belmont Ave • Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
1-877-504-8003
TheHearthAtDrexel.org/living

Assisted Living | Memory Care | Respite Care | Home Care
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St. Paul, Philadelphia, PA

03-0254

