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St. Paul Parish�

Two Beautiful Churches.  One Great Parish.�

St. Paul Parish is seated in the heart of the Italian Market in 

South Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Explore our web site to 

discover our rich history and marvel over our beautiful 

establishment.  Please feel free to contact us with any 

questions.   God Bless!�

�

Sacrament Of Reconciliation:�

St. Paul Church:�

� Saturday: 4:00 � 4:45 PM�

St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi Church:�

� Sunday: 9:30 � 9:50 AM�

�

New Parishioners:�

Welcome!  Call the rectory to register as soon as possible.�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saint Paul Church�

923 Christian Street�

Vigil of Sunday: 5:00 PM�

Sunday: 8:00 AM & 12:00 Noon�

Mon�Thu: 7:30 AM, Sat: 8:00 AM�

Holy Day: 7:30 AM & 7:00 PM�

Civil Holidays: 9:00 AM�

�

St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi Church�

714 Montrose Street�

Sunday: 10:00 AM�

Vigil of Holy Days: 5:00 PM�

CONTACT�

SAINT PAUL PARISH�

808 S. Hutchinson Street�

Philadelphia, PA  19147�

Rectory  215�923�0355�

FAX  215�923�1803�

www.stpaulparish.net�

PASTORAL STAFF�

Rev. John J. Large, Pastor�

�

Rev. Robert P. Hagan, OSA, �

Weekend Assistant�

�

Russell H. DeStefano, �

�

Theresa R. Smith, �

Coordinator of Religious Education�

�

Brooklyn McLaury�Evangelista,�

Director of Music, Organist and Choir Director�

�

Susan Cook, Parish Secretary�

Joseph Christaldi, Maintenance�

March 29, 2020�

Starting Sunday, March 29, �

St. Paul Church will be open 

for individual private prayer. 

There will no service �

�

The church will be open from 

8 AM to 11 AM.� It is extreme-

ly important that every indi-

vidual is at least 6 feet apart.�

�

THE PARISH OFFICE�

REMAINS CLOSED BUT 

VOICEMAILS WILL BE 

CHECKED ON A DAILY�

BASIS.�

Fr. Large can be reached at�

johnlarge@comcast.net�
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ST. MARY MAGDALEN DE PAZZI  

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY MASS INTENTIONS 

Antoinette Podagrosi�Lauer love, girlfriends�

Tonimarie Grassia from Mary Carnall�

 

ST. PAUL ALTAR FLOWERS 

Antoinette Testa�Love, your Sister, Millie 

 

ST. PAUL BLESSED MOTHER LIGHT 

Prissy Paolillo from Josephine Marrone�

�

ALTAR BREAD AND WINE 

John Luciano by family�
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SATURDAY, MARCH 28�

Lenten Weekday�

  8:00 AM� � Holy Souls in Purgatory from The Giunta Family�

  5:00 PM�  � Caterina Viola from Rita, Theresa and Sonny�

�

SUNDAY, MARCH 29�

Fifth Sunday of Lent�

� 8:00 AM� Pro Populo�

� 10:00 AM� ST. MARY MAGDALEN DE PAZZI �

� � PURGATORIAL SOCIETY MEMBERS�

� � (AT ST PAUL CHURCH)�

� 12:00 PM � Gina DelVecchio�Podagrosi by family�

�

MONDAY, MARCH 30�

Lenten Weekday�

     7:30 AM � Lydia  DeMarco, love, friend Rita�

�

TUESDAY, MARCH 31�

Lenten Weekday�

     7:30 AM�� Christoldi Families�

�

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1�

Lenten Weekday�

     7:30 AM�� Carlo and Mary DiPaoli from Rita Tartaglia�

�

THURSDAY, APRIL 2�

Lenten Weekday�

     7:30 AM�� Charles Zampirro from Josephine�

�

SATURDAY, APRIL 4�

Lenten Weekday�

  8:00 AM� � FOR THE PARISH FAMILIES�

  5:00 PM�  � Jennie DeTheodore from Family�

�

SUNDAY, APRIL 5�

PALM SUNDAY�

� 8:00 AM� Pro Populo�

� 10:00 AM� ST. MARY MAGDALEN DE PAZZI �

� � PURGATORIAL SOCIETY MEMBERS�

� � (AT ST PAUL CHURCH)�

� 12:00 PM � Joseph Russell from Annette and James Juliano�

PALM SUNDAY 

At the directive of the Archdiocese, due to the on-

going COVID-19 Pandemic, Fr. Large will bless the 

Palm in a private ceremony. The Palm will be dis-

tributed at a later date yet to be determined. 
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Sermon � Coronavirus � 3 � 22 � 20�

�

During the corona virus pandemic, we have been told to social distance ourselves for six feet from one another. The reason is that drop-

lets of the virus can come from a person’s mouth or nose and go through the air. However, because of nature’s gravity they fall to the 

earth before going six feet. �

�

The scripture I want to use is from Chapter 17 of St. Luke where the lepers cry out from a distance, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us �

�

At the time of Jesus mercy was not just a nice feeling or thought. It meant release from social and economic hardship. When a person 

was diagnosed with the leprosy, they were put in isolation. Usually, they were exiled to the caves outside a village or town. They were 

forever separated from family and friends. Lepers could not make a living and take care of themselves and their family. They had to 

depend on others for clothing and food.�

�

Think! We can live in the same house but we have to stay a distance from each. Those on the front lines of health care have to self�

quarantine from their family, sometimes living on another floor or room in house. Many people are out of work. They are not salaried 

and depend on a paycheck to get them from week to week. Some parishioners are not even paid by the hour; they make their money 

from customer’s tips.    �

�

Mercy was more than healing. It was the restoration to their former way of living when We don’t have to keep six feet from our families 

and friends; we can go to work and make a living. �

�

None of us ever went through this kind of epidemic, or virus, pandemic before. We hear two weeks, two months, etc. before we can re-

turn to the way we were once living. We don’t know what we don’t know; we have uncertainty how things will turn out but we need to 

go the distance. �

�

When I visit people at the Cancer Treatment Center of America (CTCA) I ask how many years have they been battling cancer and what 

keeps them going when others may have given up.  Many of them say, family, faith, God and Jesus. Many wind up there because other 

hospitals told them there is nothing more, they can do for them. However, they are not ready to give up because they believe God is not 

ready for them and they have more for them to do in this life.�

�

Usually, I respond by saying two things. First, that is what makes the Cancer Center so great. We get the best people come here for treat-

ment. Everyone that comes here, comes here to go the distance. In fact, many patients travel a distance of several hours by car or plane 

to get here. You ain’t here to hang out or just chill. You did not just wind up here. You made a decision to come here to go the distance. 

What better patient can a doctor have than one who is highly motivated to go the distance. �

�

Secondly, I tell them a story of when I was kid. My father and I would watch the Friday Night Fights. Sometimes the announcer would 

say, “this boxer is a contender,” and then explain what a contender is. He is not the best, quickest or strongest. However, when he gets 

into the ring, the fighter makes a decision to go the distance. When the bell to the final round, rings, he is still standing. The boxer might 

be a bloody, sweaty mess but he is still standing. He has gone the distance. �

�

I believe everyone at the Cancer Treatment Center and everyone in our parish is a contender. He or she is here to go the distance. The 

motivation may be the same as the cancer patients; family, God, faith, Jesus. Whatever it is you are here to go the distance. We can’t do 

it by ourselves. We need God. �

�

You know the only other passage in St. Luke that contains the words mercy and distance is the parable of the pharisee and tax collector. 

Both are in a synagogue at the same time.  The pharisee tells God how good he is and how different he is from the rest of people. The 

tax collector stands at a distance and says, ‘God have mercy on me, a sinner.” He knows who he is and who he is not. He knows he 

needs God. We are not exceptions to the rule. We have to wash our hands; cover our mouth; avoid touch our face and keep a safe dis-

tance.  �

�

During this corona virus outbreak, if we get humble like the leper and the tax collector, we can reach out for God’s so we can go the 

distance and hope that one day we will experience the mercy of being socially and economically restored.  I would like to conclude with 

the words from a song by Miss Bett Midler that talks about us, God and the distance. She sings: �

From a distance we are instruments�

Marching in a common band�

Playing songs of hope�

Playing songs of peace�

They are the songs of every man�

God is watching us�

God is watching us�

God is watching us from a distance�

Until we meet again, this is the Rev. Johnnie J. Large signing off. God go with you and God keep you and your families. Amen. �
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Parish Finances�

�

Some have been calling and asking what to do about 

their weekly contributions. I appreciate that because 

we need to pay bills and salaries during this difficult 

time. The parish employees are either working from 

home or coming for a few hours to do work that makes 

the parish function, keeping six feet away from one 

another and then go home to finish what they can do 

there.  It is almost like welcome to the world of the 

virtual parish. �

�

These are some things parishioners are doing or can do 

to support the parish:�

�

1. Mail in your weekly envelope.�

�

2. Drop off your weekly envelope by putting it through 

the parish mail slot located at 808 S. Hutchinson St.�

�

3. Access our electronic giving option through the par-

ish website at www.stpaulparish.net, and click on the 

make a donation button.” �

�

4. On the parish website, click on the (Facebook) logo 

and make a donation through the GoFundMe link. �

�

�

Our next major project, the reconstruction of the chim-

ney at St. Mary’s, has been put on hold. We have esti-

mates but have not decided which one and will not de-

cide until the virus restrictions have been lifted. �

�

I know all of you are struggling. Even if you get a sal-

ary, you could be laid off.  If you are able to give 

something, anything, I would appreciate it. Since I get 

free room and board. I am giving back my March 

monthly salary to the parish. �

�

Thank you for the texts and e � mails you sent me. I 

hope you are able to put some order in your day and 

survive being housebound. �

�

God bless and I pray you are able to “keep on keeping 

on, even when keeping on is so very hard. Amen. �

~Fr. Large�

Dear Parishioners: �

�

It has been almost two weeks since we have had weekend Mass-

es together. I have no idea who long it will be until we resume. 

The unknown is very hard to live with. Will it be a few weeks, a 

few months, etc. I already had one couple reschedule their wed-

ding from the beginning of May to the end of July. They hoped 

that the restrictions on public gathering will be over by then. 

Even that is up in the air. �

�

While we cannot worship at Mass, we can pray at home. In the 

Gospel for the Third Sunday of Lent Jesus has a conversation 

with the Samaritan woman about the true place of worship. Is it 

on the mountain or in Jerusalem and Jesus responds by saying it 

is not a geographical location but it is in Spirit and in Truth. �

While quarantined in our homes, we can say the rosary; read the 

Bible and the Daily Lenten Meditations. We can do this by our-

selves or call up someone and do it together.  �

�

We can call elderly relatives, friends, neighbors, and offer to pick 

up medicine or food for them. Call others everyday just to break 

the isolation of you being alone and making sure he or she is 

okay. �

�

We can prepare meals and drop them off, especially for the un-

employed. One family left a bag with soup on the rectory steps 

for me. �

�

If we do shop and the Ninth Street Businesses have what we 

need, we can go there to support them because they support us. 

We just received a check from Dave Smith at Talutto’s for $520 

from March 18th Wednesday’s shopping. I say the intentions for 

the Masses, privately, every day and pray for all of you. �

�

We have to give the order for the Easter lilies. It does not look 

like the quarantine will be over by then.  So, we will limit the 

order for the flowers. Palms had to be ordered months ago and 

we paid for them. They will be blessed in private and distributed 

at a yet to be determined future date.�

�

I will have a printed�out version of the talk I gave last Saturday 

that was filmed and put on the parish Facebook. I will try to do 

one every week. Masses are held on EWTN and on most Face-

books are live streamed. �

�

This coming Sunday and those hereafter as long as the quaran-

tine lasts, I will have the Church open for prayer from 8 AM to 

11 AM. I cannot give out communion because we have to be six 

feet apart. �

�

If you think of anything else, e�mail me. I would like to end with 

the coronavirus prayer.�

�

�

God our Father, we come to you in our need�

To ask your protection against the Corona Virus�

That has claimed lives and has affected many.�

We pray for the people tasked with studying the cause and nature�

 For those who are ministering to the sick�

Up front and close at hand�

We pray for those who have been diagnosed�

And for those who have died. �

Grant us the grace to work for the good of all�

And help those in need. Amen.�

Through Christ Our Lord. �



�

�
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PRAYER TEAM�

A Prayer Team Ministry is being established at St. Paul Par-

ish. All parishioners are invited to be part of the St. Paul’s 

Parish Prayer Team. Father Large asked we pray for an end of 

violence and drug addiction at the last Pastoral Council 

meeting. � I wish there was something we could do. Yes, we 

are grateful for God’s Presence and many blessings received. 

Now, the Corona Virus, let us begin and pray together.�

Who: You. By yourself or connect with a neighbor or friend�

What: Pray whatever you choose. Read a Bible verse. Sing a 

hymn. Say your favorite prayer. Learn a new prayer. �Be quiet, 

listen and open to God’s message�

When:  Every day.  Whenever you choose.  Pick a time that 

will work for you.�

�

TO ELDERLY NEIGHBORS & THOSE 

WITH COMPROMISED HEALTH�

�If you need help or do not feel 

safe going to busy stores right 

now, your neighbors and fellow 

parishioners are here to help! We 

are happy to help with grocery 

store or pharmacy runs for you.�

Email:�

BellaVistahelp123@Gmail.com or 

call St. Paul’s at 215�923�0355. 

Please include your name and best 

way to reach you (phone or email). �

Stay healthy and safe!�
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Pennsylvania Burial Co. inC.
1327-29 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA • 215-334-1717

Peter J. JaCovini, suPervisor
www.pennsylvaniaburialcompany.com

Baldi Funeral Home
1331 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA • 215-389-2414

viCtor Baldi, Funeral direCtor
www.baldifuneralhome.com

“Four Generations of Our Family Serving Your Family”

Est. 1921

Pre-Funeral Planning availaBle
amPle Parking on Premises

Now In Our 3rd Generation

G.J. ROSSI 
& SON
ELECTRICIANS

All Types
Wiring & Repairs

215-329-9456

Duyen Ngo, DMD
William J. Costello, III, DMD

544 Washington Ave • Philadelphia
(215) 389-9889

please call for an appointment
www.dentistsonwashington.com

RITTENHOUSE SQUARE
1730 Chestnut St • Philadelphia

ITALIAN MARKET
930 S. 9th St • Philadelphia

ARDMORE FARMER’S MARKET
120 Coulter Ave • Ardmore

THE FRANKLIN
834 Chestnut St • Philadelphia

THE COMCAST CENTER
1701 JFK Blvd • Philadelphia

DIBRUNO.COM

Contact Lisa Cremia to place an ad today! 
lcremia@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6636 
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A&M
Auto Body

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1980

215-271-2898
215-755-4038 Fax
1201 E. Passyunk Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19147

At the corner Passyunk & Federal

Call for your FREE Care Assessment.

(267) 499-4700
synergyhomecare.com

Companionship
Homemaking

Meal Preparation
Personal Care

EAT-IN / TAKE-OUT / DELIVERY
Sun - Thu 10am-10pm • Fri & Sat 10am-11pm

BRUNCH Saturday & Sunday until 3pm
CATERING AVAILABLE On/Off Premises

CASH ONLY - ATM On Premises
santuccispizza.com

Italian Market Location
215-825-5304
901 S. 10th Street

Corner of 10th & Christian
b.y.o.b.

North Broad Location
267-639-6014

655 North Broad Street
Corner of Broad & Wallace

full bar
Roxborough Location

6164 Ridge Ave.
b.y.o.b.

COMING 
SOON!

COMING 
SOON!

Consider us for any Family 
Function, Lunch or Dinner

Take Out Available
932-36 So. 9th St. • Phila., PA 

215-592-1295
www.villadiroma.com

215-627-2430
E-Mail dangelolaw@aol.com

JOHN D’ANGELO
AttornEy-At-LAw

50 Years Experience
Providing All Types 
of Legal Services

540 South 11th St. 
(NW corner of 11th and South Streets)

Philadelphia, PA

GEORGE’S 
SANDWICH SHOP

The best sandwiches in the 
Italian Market since 1936

Have us cater your  
next party!

Indonesian 
Cuisine

215.238.1898 
932 S 10th Street

Philadelphia

www. jembatan5restaurant .com

 Cappuccio’s Meats
Philadelphia’s Finest Homemade  

Italian & Gourmet Sausage
And Artisanal   

Butchery

1019 S. 9th Street, Philadelphia
www.cappucciosmeats.com

215-922-5792

Voted “Best  
of Philly”

A Family    
 Tradition 1920Sinc

e

Vincent

Gangemi
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1937

Vincent C. Gangemi, Founder
(1915-2005)

Vincent C. Gangemi Jr., Supervisor

James L. Guercio, Funeral Director
(1954-2016)

Funeral Pre-Planning Available
2232-40 S. Broad St • Philadelphia

 215-467-3838
www.gangemifuneralhome.net

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Mina Motors
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

WE KEEP YOU & YOUR 
FAMILY SAFE ON THE ROAD

TRUSTED FOR OVER 50 YEARS

MINA MOTORS – EVERYDAY IS 
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY!!

 1411 FITZWATER STREET
PHILADELPHIA • 215-735-2749

•  Pennsylvania Approved Inspection Station
• Brakes, Tires & Oil Changes
•  Discounts Provided for Seniors & Military


