
St. Paul Parish�

Two Beautiful Churches.  One Great Parish.�

St. Paul Parish is seated in the heart of the Italian Market in 

South Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Explore our web site to 

discover our rich history and marvel over our beautiful 

establishment.  Please feel free to contact us with any 

questions.   God Bless!�

�

�

Sacrament Of Reconciliation:�

St. Paul Church:�

� Saturday: 4:00 � 4:45 PM�

St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi Church:�

� Sunday: 9:30 � 9:50 AM�

�

�

New Parishioners:�

Welcome!  Call the rectory to register as soon as possible.�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saint Paul Church�

923 Christian Street�

Vigil of Sunday: 5:00 PM�

Sunday: 8:00 AM & 12:00 Noon�

Mon�Thu: 7:30 AM, Sat: 8:00 AM�

Holy Day: 7:30 AM & 7:00 PM�

Civil Holidays: 9:00 AM�

�

St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi Church�

714 Montrose Street�

Sunday: 10:00 AM�

Vigil of Holy Days: 5:00 PM�

CONTACT�

SAINT PAUL PARISH�

808 S. Hutchinson Street�

Philadelphia, PA  19147�

Rectory  215�923�0355�

FAX  215�923�1803�

www.stpaulparish.net�

PASTORAL STAFF�

Rev. John J. Large, Pastor�

�

Rev. Robert P. Hagan, OSA, �

Weekend Assistant�

�

Russell H. DeStefano, �

�

Theresa R. Smith, �

Coordinator of Religious Education�

�

Brooklyn McLaury �Evangelista�

Director of Music, Organist and Choir Director�

�

Susan Cook, Parish Secretary�

Joseph Christaldi, Maintenance�

April 19, 2020�

�

  ALL MASSES CXLD UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE�



 

 

 

ST. MARY MAGDALEN DE PAZZI 

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY MASS INTENTIONS�

Frank Affanato by Father and Family�

\ 

�

Anthony Molinaro by Joan and Joe Gallo�

 

 

�

ST. PAUL BLESSED MOTHER LIGHT 

Dorothy Fuller love, children and grandchildren�

�

 

 

ALTAR BREAD AND WINE 

Mary Masi from Judi, Rachael and Christopher�

�

�

�

SATURDAY, APRIL 18�

Saturday within the Octave of Easter�

  8:00 AM� � Gerald Bennett love, daughter Tricia Eckstein�

  5:00 PM� � The Gargano Family from Rose, John �

� � and Jeanette�

�

SUNDAY, APRIL 19�

Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy)�

� 8:00 AM� Dorothy Fuller love, children and grandchildren�

� 10:00 AM� ST. MARY MAGDALEN DE PAZZI �

� � PURGATORIAL SOCIETY MEMBERS�

� � (AT ST. PAUL CHURCH)�

� 12:00 PM� Donald Carnall from Family�

�

MONDAY, APRIL 20�

Easter Weekday�

     7:30 PM � Angelina LaRosa love, son Frank LaRosa�

�

TUESDAY, APRIL 21�

Easter Weekday�

Saint Anselm�

     7:30 AM�� Jacob Collins 13th Anniversary from, daughter 

� � Rochelle J. Young�

�

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22�

Easter Weekday�

�    7:30 AM� Christine Coppertino by Sal and Family�

�

THURSDAY, APRIL 23�

Easter Weekday�

Saint George and Saint Adalbert�

     7:30 AM�� Pro Populo�

�

SATURDAY, APRIL 25�

Saint Mark�

  8:00 AM� � In memory of Micki Iaconelli love, Susie�

  5:00 PM� � Anthony and Laura Torre love, Barry and Elissa�

�

SUNDAY, APRIL 26�

Third Sunday of Easter�

� 8:00 AM� In memory of Robert “Bobby” Montecalvo, Jr. 

love, Susie�

� 10:00 AM� ST. MARY MAGDALEN DE PAZZI �

� � PURGATORIAL SOCIETY MEMBERS�

� � (AT ST. PAUL CHURCH)�

� 12:00 PM� MEMORIAL MASS�

�

�

�

�

 

 

 

 

If you haven’t yet received the St. Paul 

Parish bulletin each week via email  

and would like to begin, please send 

an email to our parish secretary at 

scsaintpaulparish.net 



�

Easter Sunday Sermon �

�

Due to the Corona Virus, on Easter Sunday the churches are empty. This is like a metaphor for the world. In Phil-

adelphia’s the two main streets, Broad and Market do not have the usual busy traffic. Wells Fargo Center has no 

fans watching the Sixers or the Flyers putting the basketball or the puck going into the nets. In Citizens Bank Park 

there is no sound of the bat hitting the ball. The restaurants on Ninth Street have only take � outs. Flower shops 

and candy stores have cancelled or limited their orders. Classrooms have no students sitting in the desks and the 

Pope will say Mass to a vacant St. Peter’s Square. �

�

This explodes the imagination. People say I have never seen something like this in my life. However, perhaps this 

is a symbol of the first Easter Sunday. Who could ever imagine a crucified dead body coming back to life? Sec-

ondly, who would ever expect a tomb where Jesus’s body was laid, only a few days ago, to be empty. �

�

John’s Gospel shows two groups of people visiting the tomb. The first group is the women. Only the name Mary 

Magdala is mentioned.  However, in her shock Mary yells out, “we do not know where they have put him.”  The 

second is two disciples, the beloved whom Jesus loved and Peter. They are looking for a dead body and instead 

find an empty tomb. �

�

Unfortunately for us, news outlets report that there are so many dead bodies in some cities that funeral directors 

who pick up five in a week are now doing the same number in a single day.  One governor is allowing directors 

from another one to come and help, even though they are not licensed to practice in that state. There are even sto-

ries of unclaimed bodies being picked up. Food companies are donating their refrigerator trucks as a place to store 

the bodies. Almost all of us knows someone or knows of someone who is diagnosed with the virus.  It is like an 

unbelievable darkness has covered the earth.    �

�

The reading begins with that word to show that a new creation is about to begin. It says that Mary of Magdala 

goes to the tomb early in the morning but is still dark. This sign of Mary’s lack of understanding of Jesus’ resur-

rection. She is in the dark.  Also, the same sentence says that it is the first day of the week. In the Book of Genesis 

what happens on the first day of creation. Light is separated from darkness. In order for us to understand, we need 

to throw light on the topic. Christ’s resurrection is a new creation of the universe. Today, aren’t we trying to un-

derstand how the corona virus spreads but how to stop its spreading. �

�

Next, there is a strange addition to John’s resurrection account that is not found in the other Gospels. It says Peter 

and the other disciple ran. He outran Peter and arrived first but waited for Peter to go in. If you notice in John’s 

Gospel the name John is never mentioned. There is the disciple whom Jesus loved and Peter always has to refer to 

him in order to get close to Jesus. �

�

At the last supper it is Peter who asks the Beloved Disciples to find out who it is that will betray Jesus. During the 

trial it is he who gets Peter inside the Praetorium. It is the beloved disciple who first recognizes the resurrected 

Jesus on land and Peter jumps into the lake and swims to him. �

�

When they go inside the tomb, Peter and the other disciple see two pieces of clothing; one is the burial cloths and 

the other is the head covering. From this some people speculate that the beloved disciple is Lazarus.�

�

 In Chapter 11 of John’s Gospel there is a comment that Jesus loved Lazarus; the stone is removed and Lazarus 

comes out with his hand and feet tied in burial bands and his face wrapped in cloth. He needs someone to unwrap 

and untie him just as Peter and the beloved disciple see the cloths inside the tomb which unties and unwraps from 

them the meaning of the resurrection.�

�

Easter Sunday in 2020 calls us wrap or tie our heads around a world that is not filled or affected by the Corona 

Virus. If an empty tomb can give hope to disciples filled with despair, can we experience an Easter Sunday in the 

midst of the Corona Virus.    �



Cont’d…�

�

This is an example of what I mean. A Catholic nun was a social worker in a parish that was located in a poor sec-

tion of the city. On the last Sunday of October, she would get up at all the Masses and ask the parishioners to save 

and bring their empty beer cans on the three following Sundays and drop them in the school yard dumpster. Then 

on the Monday before Thanksgiving, Sister would call the junk yard owner, he would come; collect and weigh the 

beer cans and give Sister the money so she could buy turkeys and dressings for neighborhood’s struggling fami-

lies. �

�

On this particular year, the Monday before Thanksgiving Sister went out to the dumpster early in the morning and 

saw that it was empty. Someone had come in the darkness of the night and stole Sister’s beer cans.�

�

 Immediately, she called that recycle yard owner and said if anyone comes with this kind of beer cans, call me. 

You see in Philadelphia you can identify one parish from another by the kind of beer the parishioners drink. �

�

Ironically, that afternoon Sister got the phone call. The owner said there are men here with your beer cans. Imme-

diately, Sister got in her car: went into the shop and screaming at the men and when they saw her coming, they 

took off. However, the story of the empty dumpster and empty beer cans does not end there.  �

�

Later that afternoon the junk yard owner called and said, “Sister we have another problem.” I paid you this much 

for the cans. However, when a person brings them in, I do not have to pay someone to drive my truck and pick 

them up. So, I owe you twice as much money.  �

�

The empty trash dumpster meant Sister could not buy turkeys for her poor families but by the thieves stealing and 

bringing them down to the junk yard, doubled the value of the beer cans and she was able to buy more turkeys for 

more families. �

�

Mary Magdalen understood the empty tomb as “they have taken the body.” She did not know that the empty tomb 

was the first day of the new creation. Jesus, so to speak, robbed death and left us with an empty tomb. He doubled 

the value of you and me and that is called redemption. �

�

I like to think that one day the world will be emptied of the corona virus. Streets will be filled with people going 

and coming from work. Centers and stadiums will be filled with cheers. School yards will be filled with children’s 

laughter and construction sites will be filled with workers drilling and building. �

�

In the mean time you and I have to keep on keeping on even when we don’t feel like keeping on keeping on. The 

individual voted as the person of the twentieth century was British Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill. He was 

fond of saying, “if you are going through hell, keep going, don’t stop. The Corona Virus is a hell on earth. So, 

let’s keep going and don’t stop.�

�

May God bless you, your families, loved ones, your parishioners and the people of the world. Happy and Holy 

Easter. May the Christ in each one of you rise up from the empty tomb. Amen.  �



Finding Faith in the Midst 

of the Fear Surrounding 

COVID�19�

In just a few weeks we have moved from people being 

divided over the seriousness of the coronavirus to ac-

cepting that it is a confirmed pandemic. Our Church is 

being impacted directly, with significant changes in 

how we celebrate Mass during this Lenten season.�

At this time of year I usually am immersed in spiritual 

practices like spending time in adoration, attending 

Mass more, watching the Dynamic Catholic’s Best 

Lent Ever daily reflection or listening to the #Pray40 

series via my Hallow App. Each one draws me into a 

quiet calming state of mind. This year my sense of 

calm is akin to a sea anticipating a storm that will 

transform its veneer from still to turbulent.�

When cares increase within me,�your comfort gives me 

joy. (Psalm 94:19)�

�

The barrage of news reports on television and online 

fuels anxious feelings and out right fear. But the Psalm 

reminds me that consolation only comes from God. 

Prayer for me is like donning a life vest. I am not a 

great swimmer so wearing a life vests gives me abso-

lute confidence that I will not drown no matter how 

deep the water is below me.�

At the first Sunday Mass in compliance with COVID�

19 guidelines, there was no holy water to dip my fin-

ger into to bless myself, as I turned to my neighbor for 

the sign of peace and bowed to some while waving to 

others, and finally as I lined up to receive Communion 

there was no cup. Walking back to my pew to stand, I 

was compelled to kneel and prayed “Jesus I trust in 

thee.”�

We had a two�day parish retreat led by Father Edward 

Beck the next day, and his messages were so powerful 

and pulled all who attended into deep reflection on our 

relationship with Christ in difficult times. The timing 

couldn’t have been more perfect! One of the songs se-

lected for the retreat had the refrain “The way, The 

truth, The life, We believe you are” it was like a litany 

for overcoming the anxiety I was feeling.�

In recent days some dioceses have suspended Mass 

entirely. What a sense of “yearning” this is creating for 

so many to be in communion and community with the 

body of Christ during this pandemic. The growing �

phenomenon of “social distancing” as a tactic for con-

tainment of the virus provides all of us with more time 

to be with family and focus on faith as other distrac-

tions are removed.�

Finding faithful resources online during this very scary 

time are serving as a beacon of hope for me. Seeing 

posts from many of my Catholic leaders alluding to the 

Lord being in the midst of everything.�

Even the call from the Centers of Disease Control to 

wash our hands more frequently inspired a post that 

now has me saying an Our Father during hand washing 

and offering the prayer for a different special intention 

at each washing.�

Created by Sherry Hayes�Peirce. All rights reserved.�

Our parish has live�streamed our 9:30 AM Mass for 

years and it is comforting to know that if Mass is sus-

pended in our Archdiocese I can still maintain my con-

nection with my parish, pastor and associate priests 

online. Watching our Holy Father share a beautiful 

prayer to�Our Lady, Health of the Sick�to implore her 

protection against coronavirus gives me such hope.��

�

In the days, weeks, and months ahead let us remember 

to lean on the rich history and cultural practices of our 

faith as our life vests. Including praying to our saints, 

particularly those associated with other outbreaks like 

Sts. Damien and Marianne of Molokai or St. Roch 

who saved many afflicted with bubonic plague.�

O Blessed Saint Roch,�

Patron of the sick,�

Have pity on those�

Who lie upon a bed of suffering.�

Your power was so great�

When you were in this world,�

That by the sign of the Cross,�

Many were healed of their diseases.�

Now that you are in heaven,�

Your power is not less.�

Offer, then, to God�

Our sighs and tears�

And obtain for us that health we seek�

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.�

Saint Roch, pray for us,�

That we may be preserved�

From all diseases of body and soul.�Amen�

May the peace of Christ be with you and your family!�

��



PRAYER TEAM�

A Prayer Team Ministry is being established at St. Paul Parish. 

All parishioners are invited to be part of the St. Paul’s Parish 

Prayer Team. Father Large asked we pray for an end of vio-

lence and drug addiction at the last Pastoral Council meet-

ing. � I wish there was something we could do. Yes, we are 

grateful for God’s Presence and many blessings received. 

Now, the Corona Virus, let us begin and pray together.�

Who: You. By yourself or connect with a neighbor or friend�

What: Pray whatever you choose. Read a Bible verse. Sing a 

hymn. Say your favorite prayer. Learn a new prayer. �Be quiet, 

listen and open to God’s message�

When:  Every day.  Whenever you choose.  Pick a time that 

will work for you.�

�

THANKS�

I would like to thank everyone for their generos-

ity. The Easter collection amounted to $11,200. 

Many parishioners sent their envelopes by mail 

or dropped them off in the rectory mail slot or 

left them in the collection basket during the 

Sunday morning adoration. I know all of you 

are hurting financially so I want to say thank 

you for supporting the parish during the corona 

virus pandemic. Father Large�

�

Ongoing Critical Need Due to 

Coronavirus Pandemic�

�

Right now, the American Red Cross has an ongoing 

critical need for blood product donations as uncertain-

ties remain during this coronavirus pandemic. Blood 

drives continue to be canceled at an alarming rate and 

patients need a sufficient blood supply throughout the 

many weeks of this crisis and beyond. Healthy individ-

uals are needed to�schedule an appointment to give in 

the days and weeks ahead to help patients counting on 

lifesaving�blood,�platelets�or�AB Elite plasma.�

�

If you feel helpless during these uncertain times, and 

want to do something to make a difference, consider-

ing making a blood donation.  For more information, or 

to schedule an appointment go to:  �

www.redcrossblood.org�

WE GRATEFULLY THANK THOSE�

WHO MADE DONATIONS�

FOR THE EASTER FLOWERS�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

ADDITIONAL�

EASTER FLOWER �

INTENTIONS�

�

�

Mr. Michael Mongelluzzo�

Mr. John Valentino�

Emily and Anthony DiFlorio, Jr, Buster DiFlorio and 

Albert Tartaglia from Anthony DiFlorio, III�

Peter Giamello, John and Mary Giamello, Mike and 

Mary Todisco, The Todisco and Giamello Families 

from Frances Giamello�

Philamena Ricciardelli, Louise and Marguerite Buc-

care and Angelina Fantazzia from Mr. & Mrs. Frank 

Ricciardelli�

Luigi Sellecchia and Soledad Perez from �

Anna Sellecchia�

Aurora Blanco from Mr. & Mrs. David Perez�

Joseph and Millie Ramano from Anna Ramano�

Mary Ann Berlangieri�

The Calabree Family from Lena Calabree�

The Sarno, Isgro and Chadrow families and friends 

from Mr. & Mrs. Mario Sarno�

Antonio & Rosina Gargano, Antoinette Gargano, �

Michael Esposito and Joseph Calderaio from �

Mrs. Anna. Calderaio�

Betty Ann Mongelluzzo, Josephine Baggio, �

AnnaMarie Monicella and Jeanette Inverso from Mr. 

& Mrs. Anthony Tartaglia�

Rita Meglio from Mr. & Mrs. John Costa�
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Pennsylvania Burial Co. inC.
1327-29 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA • 215-334-1717

Peter J. JaCovini, suPervisor
www.pennsylvaniaburialcompany.com

Baldi Funeral Home
1331 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA • 215-389-2414

viCtor Baldi, Funeral direCtor
www.baldifuneralhome.com

“Four Generations of Our Family Serving Your Family”

Est. 1921

Pre-Funeral Planning availaBle
amPle Parking on Premises

Now In Our 3rd Generation

G.J. ROSSI 
& SON
ELECTRICIANS

All Types
Wiring & Repairs

215-329-9456

Duyen Ngo, DMD
William J. Costello, III, DMD

544 Washington Ave • Philadelphia
(215) 389-9889

please call for an appointment
www.dentistsonwashington.com

RITTENHOUSE SQUARE
1730 Chestnut St • Philadelphia

ITALIAN MARKET
930 S. 9th St • Philadelphia

ARDMORE FARMER’S MARKET
120 Coulter Ave • Ardmore

THE FRANKLIN
834 Chestnut St • Philadelphia

THE COMCAST CENTER
1701 JFK Blvd • Philadelphia

DIBRUNO.COM

Contact Lisa Cremia to place an ad today! 
lcremia@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6636 
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A&M
Auto Body

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1980

215-271-2898
215-755-4038 Fax
1201 E. Passyunk Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19147

At the corner Passyunk & Federal

Call for your FREE Care Assessment.

(267) 499-4700
synergyhomecare.com

Companionship
Homemaking

Meal Preparation
Personal Care

EAT-IN / TAKE-OUT / DELIVERY
Sun - Thu 10am-10pm • Fri & Sat 10am-11pm

BRUNCH Saturday & Sunday until 3pm
CATERING AVAILABLE On/Off Premises

CASH ONLY - ATM On Premises
santuccispizza.com

Italian Market Location
215-825-5304
901 S. 10th Street

Corner of 10th & Christian
b.y.o.b.

North Broad Location
267-639-6014

655 North Broad Street
Corner of Broad & Wallace

full bar
Roxborough Location

6164 Ridge Ave.
b.y.o.b.

COMING 
SOON!

COMING 
SOON!

Consider us for any Family 
Function, Lunch or Dinner

Take Out Available
932-36 So. 9th St. • Phila., PA 

215-592-1295
www.villadiroma.com

215-627-2430
E-Mail dangelolaw@aol.com

JOHN D’ANGELO
AttornEy-At-LAw

50 Years Experience
Providing All Types 
of Legal Services

540 South 11th St. 
(NW corner of 11th and South Streets)

Philadelphia, PA

GEORGE’S 
SANDWICH SHOP

The best sandwiches in the 
Italian Market since 1936

Have us cater your  
next party!

Indonesian 
Cuisine

215.238.1898 
932 S 10th Street

Philadelphia

www. jembatan5restaurant .com

 Cappuccio’s Meats
Philadelphia’s Finest Homemade  

Italian & Gourmet Sausage
And Artisanal   

Butchery

1019 S. 9th Street, Philadelphia
www.cappucciosmeats.com

215-922-5792

Voted “Best  
of Philly”

A Family    
 Tradition 1920Sinc

e

Vincent

Gangemi
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1937

Vincent C. Gangemi, Founder
(1915-2005)

Vincent C. Gangemi Jr., Supervisor

James L. Guercio, Funeral Director
(1954-2016)

Funeral Pre-Planning Available
2232-40 S. Broad St • Philadelphia

 215-467-3838
www.gangemifuneralhome.net

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Mina Motors
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

WE KEEP YOU & YOUR 
FAMILY SAFE ON THE ROAD

TRUSTED FOR OVER 50 YEARS

MINA MOTORS – EVERYDAY IS 
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY!!

 1411 FITZWATER STREET
PHILADELPHIA • 215-735-2749

•  Pennsylvania Approved Inspection Station
• Brakes, Tires & Oil Changes
•  Discounts Provided for Seniors & Military


