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     Happy Mother’s Day! Through the 

intercession of Our Blessed Mother, may God bless 

all the mothers in our parish! 

 Congratulations also to the 19 parish 

children who received their First Holy Communion 

last Sunday and to the 10 young parishioners who 

were Confirmed yesterday by Bishop Tobin at the 

Cathedral! Let’s pray that the fire of the Holy Spirit 

will remain burning within them forever! 

 The Ascension of the Lord is a Holy Day of 

Obligation, or, as I like to tell the students at La 

Salle; it’s a Holy Day of Opportunity because we get 

to celebrate another Mass during the week! It’s like 

a bonus, being able to communicate with Jesus in 

the most intimate way during the Holy Sacrifice of 

the Mass in addition to our Sunday obligation, 

(opportunity). Who wouldn’t want to visit the One 

who loves us more than we can comprehend as 

much as we can! 

 The Ascension is celebrated this Thursday, 

May 13

th

 and we are one of the few dioceses in the 

country that still celebrate it on Thursday. This is a 

great opportunity for us to contemplate what the 

Apostles experienced after the Ascension of the 

Lord as we wait, for the same period of time as 

they did, for the coming of the Holy Spirit. There is 

a very powerful Novena to the Holy Spirit that we 

can pray during this time. The novena in honor of 

the Holy Spirit is the oldest of all novenas since it 

was first made at the direction of Our Lord Himself 

when He sent His apostles back to Jerusalem to 

await the coming of the Holy Spirit on the first 

Pentecost. It is still the only novena officially 

prescribed by the Church. Addressed to the Third 

Person of the Blessed Trinity, it is a powerful plea 

for the light and strength and love so sorely needed 

by every Christian. There are copies of this novena 

at the entrances of the church. 

 Also, as mentioned in the bulletin last week; 

Mary Gadoury, the seminarian being assigned to 

our parish, will be ordained a transitional deacon 

next Saturday, May 15

th

 at 10:00am in the 

Cathedral. Please consider attending the ordination! 

  

 May God bless all of you as we approach the 

Ascension of Our Lord! 

                                      Father Woodhouse 
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