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St. Mary’s Church

Directory

Parish Office: 944 Hopmeadow Street
860 658 7627
www.stmarysimsbury.org
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 3:00 PM
Friday 8:30 - 12:00 Noon

Masses: Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM
Baptisms: Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment

Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call
860 658 7627 or email us at
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Rev. Stephen Sledesky: Ext. 301

Deacon Arthur Miller:
Deaconartmiller@gmail.com

Parish Office: Heather Benedetti Ext. 306
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307
financemanager(@stmarysimsbury.org

Religious Education Grades 1-6:
Kathy Piggott Ext. 304
reled1-6(@stmarysimsbury.org

Religious Education Grades 7-8:
Lori Ryan Ext. 309
reled7-8(@stmarysimsbury.org

Youth Ministry Grades 9-10:
Steve DiMotta Ext. 302
youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org

Stephen Ministry: Ext. 114
Sharon Locandro, Linda McGurn, Linda Duff
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org

Prayer Line Ministry: 860 658 2118
cmlocandro@gmail.com

Music Ministry: Patricia Lepak & Cynthia
Bos

St. Mary’s School: 860 658 9412
Principal Margaret Williamson
mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net



Mass Intentions

Saturday September 18
5:00 PM John Black
By: The Albergo Family
Sunday September 19
8:00 AM The People of St. Mary’s Parish
9:30 AM Steve Mulak
By: The Fishetti Family
11:00 AM Nan C. Carmon
By: The People of St. Mary’s Parish
Monday September 20
8:00 AM Patti Dorman
By: Catherine Rivard
Tuesday September 21
8:00 AM Tom Sr. & Tom Jr. Yazvac
By: Their Family
Wednesday September 22
8:00 AM Michael Laureno Jr.
4th Anniversary
By: Larry & Mary Laureno
Thursday September 23
8:00 AM Peggy Garrity
By: Patti & Joe Grace
Saturday September 25
5:00 PM The People of St. Mary’s Parish
Sunday September 26
8:00 AM William Coxeter
Father of Cynthia Bos
By: The People of St. Mary’s Parish
9:30 AM Marlene Scorzato
By: Her Loving Family
11:00 AM Gary Swatt

By: The Kuziak Family

.,;;

Deceased: Please pray for Cora Gagnon. May she
rest in the peace of Christ.

Pray for the Sick: Please pray for the following
parishioners/loved ones who are sick - David Carlson,
Elaine Coco, Barbara Vaina, Mary Kunycky, Kay
Coffey, & Kathy Lloyd.

Prayer Requests: If you would like to request pray-
ers for a family member or friend, please email their
name to the Parish Office.

Newly Baptized: We welcome Madeline Ray
McCann & Christopher Cole Dougherty who were
baptized into Christ last week.

Parish Announcements

Second Collection Next Weekend: Help Our Parish
Elementary Schools - HOPES Collection. The
HOPES Collection benefits the Catholic elementary
schools of the Archdiocese by providing schools with
individual HOPES Grants. Last year’s HOPES Grants
funded advances in technology, safety and the market-
ing and promotion of Catholic schools through brand-
ing and social media. Please help us provide a culture
of faith and academic excellence to elementary school
students by giving to the 2021 Catholic elementary
school HOPES Collection September 25/26.

Substitute Teachers Needed: St. Mary’s School is
looking for substitute teachers. If you are interested,
please contact Mrs. Williamson 860-658-9412 or
mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net

Simsbury Food Closet: Next Sunday, September 26,
our collection for the Simsbury Food Closet includes
non-perishable food, coffee, sanitizing supplies, per-
sonal hygiene items and paper products. Please drop

off donations next Sunday morning 8:00 AM - 12:00
Noon in the Magowan Center. Thank you! Contacts:

Irippel@aol.com, livings10@yahoo.com

Offertory: The offertory collection for August was
$62,715. Thank you to all who have continued to
support the Parish through eGiving and by sending in
your weekly envelopes.

Parish Room Reservations: If your ministry/group
is planning to utilize a parish space to meet in person
this fall and winter, please contact the Parish Office as
soon as possible via email with your room request.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Rosary:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is every Thursday
after the 8:00 AM Mass. We encourage you to recite
the Rosary privately for the welfare of our Church and
Country.

Mask Protocols for Mass: We strongly encourage
everyone (vaccinated and unvaccinated) to wear masks
while attending Mass not only to curb the potential
spread of the virus but also to protect those among us,
especially the young, who are unable to be vaccinated
at this time. Thank you for your cooperation!

Fr. Matera Faith Formation Fund: The Fund is in
recognition and appreciation of Father Matera for his
Christ-centered service and dedication as our pastor
and faith leader from 2012-2021 and is to be used by
St. Mary’s to promote Faith Formation and Evangeli-
zation to the parishioners of St. Mary’s Church. If you
wish to contribute, please complete a Restricted Gift
Form to accompany your donation (the form is
available on the Parish website or in the Parish Office).



From the Pastor’s Desk... hi-

This Sunday Catholic Churches throughout the U.S. are celebrating Catechetical Sunday. Here
at St. Mary’s we will observe this day with a blessing of our faith formation leaders at our
9:30am Mass. Going forward throughout the year, we will periodically have the 9:30 Mass fo-
cus on our young people and their families.

In recent conversations with our Religious Education coordinators, Kathy Piggott, Lori Ryan
and Steve DiMotta, we all agree that there need to be adjustments in the way we share faith
with our children. Simply learning about Jesus is not enough. Our children need to experience
Jesus, to get to know him and to build a lifelong relationship with them, otherwise all the
learning in the world will not suffice for our children to mature in faith. This 1s reflected in the
Church’s reintroduction of the RCIA process after the Second Vatican Council. The Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults envisions more than “convert classes” to bring adults into our
faith, but rather an experience of interior conversion. Rather than simply offering people be-
coming Catholic information, we aim to form new disciples. As the “normative” way in which
individuals are initiated in the faith, the RCIA serves as a model or pattern for us to follow in
all other sacramental preparation and faith formation.

For years now, we have used an “educational” or “classroom” model when it came to religious
formation. The names we have used for our programs “Catechism Class” “CCD” and
“Religious Education” all connote the idea of classroom and even “book learning.” And while
there is certainly much learning to do about our Catholic faith and much knowledge to gain, at
the heart of it all is to build a relationship with Jesus. This paradigm shift involves moving
away from “classroom” terminology (Religious Education classes with teachers) to Faith For-
mation sessions and faith formation /eaders who will aim to facilitate our young people’s
growth in faith. This terminology reflects this need to do more than educate our children in
faith, but to help them to experience their faith and encounter the Lord in a personal way. Fol-
lowing this name change, we will be looking at concrete ways to reform our faith formation
process to include more opportunities for our children to experience their faith and encounter
Jesus, while at the same time learning about the Lord and our faith. Thanks for your patience
as we undertake this renewal process!

Many of our businesses and corporations periodically “re-brand” their organization or prod-
ucts to keep interest and excitement around them. This is more than simply a re-branding, or
the changing of a name. We wish to transform our thinking about how we help our children
and youth to embrace our Catholic faith more fully. Evidence and experience show that our
youth who are encouraged to foster a personal relationship with the Lord, remain faithful in
the practice of the faith. We thank you, our parents and parishioners for being good role mod-
els for our children and youth, and particularly our catechists and Faith Formation team for
stepping forward to share this wonderful Catholic faith with our youth, and to mentor them as
they grow in their knowledge about the Lord, and grow in their relationship with the Lord.




September 19, 2021

Religious Education

Registration for St. Mary's Parish Faith Formation
Program (K-6) is still in progress. We have transi-
tioned to a hybrid model - Session 1 will be In-Person
8:15-9:20 AM; Session 2 will be Virtual via Zoom
11:00 AM -12:05 PM. If you are new to our Parish,
remember to register with the Parish Office as well as
registering your child in our Faith Formation Program.

Our In-Person Parent Meeting will be in the Parish
Center during your child's first class this Sunday, Sep-
tember 19, at 8:15 AM. We will also have a Virtual
Zoom Parent Meeting this Saturday, September 18,
at 9:00 AM.

Our Children's Masses will be returning this year!
Please join us at the 9:30 AM Mass next Sunday, Sep-
tember 26, for the Blessing of the Bibles that our 6th
Grade children will be receiving.

Jr High Faith Formation Teacher: We are looking
for a 7th grade teacher. Please contact Lori Ryan to
volunteer or if you have questions.

Jr High Students: 7th and 8th Grade classes begin in-
person at St. Mary's school this Sunday, September 19,
6:00 - 7:30 PM. Prior to class: The 7th grade should
watch Season 1, Episode 1 of The Chosen titled "You
Are Redeemed" - it is 54 minutes. 8th graders should
watch Season 2, Episode 1 of The Chosen titled
"Thunder" - it is 1:04: 41.

St. Mary’s School %
National Blue Ribbon

Coming Soon to St. Mary's School! Sir Ted's
Spooktacular Halloween Raffle! Carved craft pump-
kins and other spooky prizes, don't miss out on your
chance for some Halloween fun! Stop by the school
office for more information!

We have a few openings in select grades, wait lists
in others. Please call the School Office for more infor-
mation.

Can We Help You?

Homebound? If you need a prepared meal or gro-
cery shopping, contact Pam Carter of the Women’s
Guild at helpinghands.stmarys@gmail.com

Homebound and Would Like to Receive Holy Com-
munion? One of our Eucharistic Ministers can visit
you. Contact the Parish Office.

Can’t Attend Mass? All the Masses celebrated at St.
Mary's are live-streamed at www.stmarysimsbury.org

Save the Date

Bible Study with Deacon Art: Join Deacon Art &
fellow bible learners via Zoom 7:00 - 8:00 PM this
Wednesday, September 22. To receive the Zoom link
you must email DeaconArtMiller@gmail.com

Men of Saint Mary’s: Our men’s group offers an op-
portunity for fellowship, time to reflect on the Sunday
Gospel in our daily lives, and an opportunity to benefit
from each other’s faith experiences. Join us on Zoom
Saturday mornings 8:00 - 9:30 AM. To receive the
meeting ID contact MensMinistryStMary@gmail.com

“The ABCs of Annulment”: Father Thomas Walsh,
Pastor of Saint Augustine Parish, 10 Campfield Ave-
nue, Hartford, in collaboration with Father George
Mukuka, the Judicial Vicar of the Metropolitan Tribu-
nal in Bloomfield, will host “The ABCs of Annul-
ment” this Saturday, September 18, 10:00 AM — 12:00
PM in the Church Hall at the above address. The event
is open to all at no cost. No registration is required. For
more information call Br. Larry 475 221 8464 or email
brolarlus300@gmail.com

CT Catholic Men’s Conference: Next Saturday,
September 25, New Britain Stadium. For details visit
www.ctcatholicmen.org

Honoring Monsignor Robert Tucker: St. John Paul
the Great Academy Alumni Association invites you to
their Alumni Gala honoring Monsignor Robert Tucker,
previous Pastor at St. Mary’s Church, next Sunday,
September 26, 4:00 — 7:00 PM at the Warner Theater,
Torrington. For details please visit
www.stjohnpaulthegreatacademy.org/gala

Respect Life Mass: The Annual Archdiocesan Re-
spect Life Mass celebrated by Archbishop Leonard P.
Blair will be Sunday, October 3, 2:00 PM at St. Brid-
get Church, Cheshire.

Falling for Faith Festival: 3-day multi-media festival
of music, relationships, and community Friday - Sun-
day, October 1 - 3, Saint Catherine of Siena Parish,
West Simsbury. For more information contact Kathi
Bonner Kathidre@aol.com or Manuela Hanshaw
Manuelahanshawym(@gmail.com

Marriage Anniversary Celebration: All those in the
Archdiocese of Hartford who observed or will be ob-
serving 25th, 50th, 60th and other special wedding an-
niversaries in either 2020 or 2021 are invited to join
Archbishop Blair for this special Anniversary Mass
Sunday, October 10, 2:00 PM at the Cathedral of Saint
Joseph in Hartford. Couples can register at
bit.y/aohmarriagemass




